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Muslims pray in a mosque following reopening of mosques and lifting of restrictions on religious gatherings by the government as precaution to curtail the spread of COVID-19 Coronavirus at the Secretariat Community Central Mosque,
Alausa in Lagos, on August 7, 2020. —  AFP photos

A woman’s temperature is being checked with infrared thermometer as she
arrives at a mosque in Lagos.

Muslims pray in a mosque following reopening of mosques and lifting of
restrictions on religious gatherings by the government. 

A man washes his hands with sanitizer as he arrives at a mosque following
reopening of mosques and lifting of restrictions on religious gatherings by the
government in Lagos.

An aerial view shows people cooling off at the Silbersee 2 lake in Haltern am See, western Germany as temperatures topped 36 degrees
Celsius. — AFP 

In a crowded district of Lagos Island,
44-year-old Isiaka Babatunde weaves
through a throng of people and stops

at a shop piled high with hats. Wearing a
green face mask and a crisply pressed
traditional white suit, he carefully selects
a matching white kufi cap on his way to
join fellow Muslims at a mosque for the
first time in four months in Nigeria’s com-

mercial capital. “I am very happy today,”
Babatunde told Reuters. “We have been
praying at home all this while due to the
pandemic. There was nothing we could
do about it.”

Lagos state is allowing in-person reli-
gious services from Friday for the first
time since it implemented a lockdown in
March to halt the spread of the coron-

avirus. Services can be no more than
50% full, and only held once per week.
Lagos is the epicenter of the outbreak in
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country.
The state, which is home to the 20-mil-
lion-strong megacity of the same name,
currently has 15,627 confirmed cases
and 192 deaths. Religious services have
been linked to mass outbreaks else-

where in the world, including France and
the United States.

But religion plays a large role in the
lives of most Nigerians, who are broadly
split between Christianity and Islam.
Many are keen to return to the services
and communities they left at the start of
the outbreak. In the streets surrounding
the mosque, where worshippers prayed

at a distance, there was little space
between the vendors and shoppers. So
some felt the mosque, with its restric-
tions, was safe. “I was scared of coming
today,” said female entrepreneur Rafiat
Ajoke-Thomas. “But when I learnt that ...
it is going to be like a hundred people, I
felt like coming.”— Reuters

Germany will give a welcome
break to the coronavirus lovelorn
from tomorrow - easing its border

controls to allow unmarried couples to
reunite after what has been months of
separation for some. The exemption will
apply to the partners of Germans from
countries that Germany considers high-
risk - currently most of the world outside
the EU - and couples will have to pro-
vide some proof that they were in a rela-
tionship before the pandemic, the interi-
or ministry said on Friday.

Most European Union borders have

been closed to non-EU travelers since
March, unless they are essential work-
ers or married to an EU resident. On
social media, separated couples have
been lobbying under the hashtags
#LoveIsEssential and
#LoveIsNotTourism for governments to
allow them to reunite. A few European
countries including Austria, Norway and
Denmark, have heeded the call, intro-
ducing “sweetheart visas” that exempt
couples from the travel ban.

In Germany, couples will have to
present an invitation by the partner who

lives in Germany and sign a statement
confirming that they are in a relation-
ship. They must also provide proof,
such as stamps in passports or plane
tickets, that they have met in person in
Germany at least once or that they have
lived abroad together. The European
Commission on Friday renewed a call
for the remaining EU member states to
exempt the unmarried partners of
European citizens from travel restric-
tions into their countries.— Reuters

Tired of Zoom calls?
Firm offers at-home 
hologram machines

Looking for a new way to com-
municate during the pandem-
ic? A Los Angeles company

has created phone booth-sized
machines to beam live holograms
into your living room. The device
made by PORTL Inc lets users talk
in real time with a life-sized holo-
gram of another person. The
machines also can be equipped
with technology to enable interac-
tion with recorded holograms of
historical figures or relatives who
have passed away. Each PORTL
device is seven feet (2.1m) tall,
five feet (1.5m) wide and two feet
(0.6m) deep, and can be plugged
into a standard wall outlet. Anyone
with a camera and a white back-
ground can send a hologram to
the machine in what Chief
Executive David Nussbaum calls
“holoportation.”

“We say if you can’t be there,
you can beam there,” said
Nussbaum, who previously worked
at a company that developed a
hologram of Ronald Reagan for
the former president’s library and
digitally resurrected rapper Tupac
Shakur. “We are able to connect
military families that haven’t seen
each other in months, people from
opposite coasts,” or anyone who is
social distancing to fight the coro-
navirus, Nussbaum added.

Prices for the machine start at
$60,000, a cost that Nussbaum
expects will drop over the next
three to five years. The company
also plans a smaller tabletop
device with a lower price tag early
next year. The devices can be
equipped with artificial intelligence
technology from Los Angeles-
based company StoryFile to pro-
duce hologram recordings that
can be archived. Adding that to
the current device brings the cost
to at least $85,000.

The companies are promoting
to museums, which could let visi-
tors question a hologram of a his-
torical figure, and to families to
record information for future gen-
erations. People can feel like they
are having a conversation with a
recorded hologram, said StoryFile
Chief Executive Heather Smith.
“(You) feel their presence, see
their body language, see all their
non-verbal cues,” she said. “You
feel like you’ve actually talked to
that individual even though they
were not there.” — Reuters

Scientists in California have devised
a new way for sunseekers to care
for the environment when they hit

the beach - biodegradable flip-flops
made from algae. Working in partner-
ship with tech start-up company
Algenesis Materials, researchers at the
University of California San Diego have
spent years trying to produce a solid
foam-like material out of oil extracted
from algae to make the green beach
sandals.

They hope the sustainable footwear,
which is due to be launched through a
major flip-flop brand next year, will cut
the amount of plastic ending up in
oceans and landfill sites. “There are
over one billion flip-flops made in the
world every year and are actually a
major plastic pollution in the oceans,”
Stephen Mayfield, one of the project’s
leaders, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation on Friday.

Mayfield, director at the California
Center for Algae Biotechnology and
Associate Director, Michael Burkart co-
led the project with graduate student,
Natasha Gunawan and Marissa
Tessman, a research scientist at
Algenesis Materials. Plastic pollution in
the oceans is expected to triple by
2040, according to a study by the
International Solid Waste Association,
an NGO. “People are ... starting to
demand products that can address
what has become an environmental dis-
aster,” said Tom Cooke, president of
Algenesis Materials. — Reuters

Gracefully spinning among a group
of dancers clad in pink, 11-year-
old Anthony Mmesoma Madu

stands out in black leggings, a white
turtleneck and poise beyond his years.
His parents in Lagos, Nigeria’s teeming
lagoon city, wanted him to become a
priest. Instead, he has captivated mil-
lions with his ballet. “When I am danc-
ing, I feel as if I am on top of the world,”
he told Reuters. A video of him dancing
barefoot in the rain on concrete outside
the studio where he trains, the Leap of
Dance Academy, went viral last month.

More than 15 million people have
watched his joyful leaps and pirouettes,
undeterred by the rain and coarse sur-
face. The video caught the eye of the
elite American Ballet Theatre, which
gave him a scholarship and arranged
internet access for virtual training this
summer. Next year, he will train in the

United States on a scholarship from
Ballet Beyond Borders. “When my
friends see me dancing, they feel like,
what is this boy doing, is he doing a for-
eign dance?” he said. “Now I have won
a grand prize to go to the US ... I will be
in the plane and this is what I am wait-
ing for, and ballet has done it for me.”

The video also sparked a flood of
donations to the academy, which teach-
es its students for free. Founder Daniel
Ajala Owoseni said he will use the mon-
ey, and fame, to promote ballet in
Nigeria, a country where it is not yet
widely practiced. “I saw the need to
bring a form of art that shows discipline,
dedication and commitment,” he said.
“Students who are able to learn all of
these can ... transfer (them) into other
spheres of their lives.” — Reuters

Anthony Mmesoma Madu


