
MONTEVIDEO: Latin America and the
Caribbean have surpassed Europe to
become the region hardest-hit with coro-
navirus deaths, as India passed the mile-
stone of two million infections. The
world’s worst-affected region has report-
ed 213,120 fatalities, 460 more than
Europe, according to an AFP tally based
on official data. 

Worldwide there have been more than
19 million cases of coronavirus and over
715,000 deaths from the illness since it
was first reported in China at the end of
last year. The virus has flared up again in
areas where it appeared to have been
curbed and has steadily spread across
India and Africa. India’s cases have dou-
bled in three weeks, reaching two million
on Friday following a record daily jump
of more than 60,000 new infections. 

It is only the third country after the
United States and Brazil to surpass two
million cases. Official figures show the
world’s second most populous nation
has also recorded 41,500 deaths. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government
imposed one of the world’s strictest
lockdowns in late March, with tens of
millions of migrant workers losing their
jobs almost overnight.

But with the economy in tatters,
restrictions have been steadily eased.
Experts say the true numbers of cases
and fatalities are grossly under-reported
as causes of death in the country of 1.3

billion people are rarely properly
recorded. The stigmatization of those
infected has put off many from getting
tested. “There’s both the fear of the dis-
ease as well as of isolation and quaran-
tine,” Rajib Kumar, who heads the Centre
of Social Medicine and Community
Health at Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru
University, told AFP.

However, there have been some posi-
tive indicators in Africa, where health

authorities warned against complacency
amid hopes that the pandemic is peak-
ing in some parts of the continent.
“African countries are doing their best,
despite... limitations” such as weak
health systems, Mary Stephen of the
World Health Organization’s Africa
office, told AFP. Some countries have
seen declines of around 20 percent in
cases but there remain fears of a second
wave. “Because we don’t see many peo-

ple like we used to see in Italy, like
1,000 people dying (a day), people tend
to relax, they think the risk is not so
much in Africa,” said Stephen.

Mexico deaths rise 
Much of the world is placing its hopes

on an effective vaccine becoming avail-
able sooner rather than later. Up to 100
million COVID-19 vaccine doses could
be made available for poorer countries

by 2021, announced Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance. These vaccines,
priced at a maximum of $3 per
dose, would be produced at the
Serum Institute of India. In Latin
America, which is already the
region with the largest number of
infections at 5.3 million, deaths
continue to soar.

Over the last week, 44 percent
of global fatalities from COVID-19
- 18,300 out of 41,500 - occurred
in the region. More than half the

region’s infections, some 2.9 million, are
in Brazil , which has also recorded
98,500 deaths among its 212 million
people.  Only the United States has been
worse hit than Brazil. It added 1,062 new
deaths on Friday to bring its toll to just
over 161,000, according to a tally by
Johns Hopkins University. The second
worst-affected country in Latin
America, Mexico, passed 50,000 deaths
on Thursday.

In the United States, New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo said schools
could reopen this fall if they meet certain
criteria. Schools in several US states have
reopened for in-person classes-but some
have already been hit by large quaran-
tines of students and staff following fresh
outbreaks. The US economy regained 1.8
million jobs in July, according to govern-
ment data, and the unemployment rate
fell to 10.2 percent, but with COVID-19
cases spiking in several states economists
raised concerns that the labor market
could take a turn for the worse.

Cycling at risk 
International sport continues to be

affected by the virus despite many pro-
fessional events restarting. Organizers of
the world cycling championships, set to
be held in Switzerland next month,
warned the event may be called off
because of local health rules. And two
more top 10 women tennis players-Elina
Svitolina and Kiki Bertens-withdrew from
the US Open over virus concerns, joining
women’s world number one Ashleigh
Barty of Australia and Spain’s reigning
men’s champion Rafael Nadal. — AFP 

Latin America virus death toll mounts  
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MANAUS, Brazil: Photo shows an aerial picture of a burial taking place at an area where new graves have been dug up at the Nossa Senhora Aparecida cemetery in Manaus, in the Amazon forest in Brazil. — AFP 

India passes the milestone of two million infections

World records 
715,000 deaths SAO PAULO: Relatives mourn during the burial of 65-year-old Maria Joana Nascimento, who

died suspected from the new coronavirus, at Vila Formosa Cemetery, on the outskirts of Sao
Paulo, Brazil. — AFP 

PALMA: A cyclist rides in front of the main gate of the Marivent Palace in Palma de Mallorca, where the Spanish
Royal family will spend their summer holidays. —  AFP 

Spanish ex-king 
Juan Carlos 
in Abu Dhabi
MADRID: Juan Carlos, the former king of Spain
who has gone into exile in the face of corruption
allegations, has travelled to Abu Dhabi according
to Spanish newspaper ABC, contradicting earlier
press reports about his whereabouts. Other media
have singled out Portugal or the Dominican
Republic as possible destinations for the former
monarch who abdicated in 2014, but his exact
location has yet to be pinned down. The royal
palace has refused to reveal where Juan Carlos is
living, saying he will announce it himself if neces-
sary. Pro-monarchy newspaper ABC wrote that
the 82-year-old boarded a private jet on Monday
from Vigo in northeastern Spain along with one

aide and four bodyguards.
Seven hours later, the plane landed at a business

airport in the capital of the United Arab Emirates.
According to a flight plan ABC said it had seen, the
jet was registered as departing from Paris to avoid
arousing suspicion. In fact, it took off from Paris on
Sunday before making a stop in Vigo to pick up
Juan Carlos. The paper says he is now well shielded
from paparazzi photographers in the luxurious
Emirates Palace hotel, adding that high tempera-
tures have so far kept him indoors.

But a manager at the hotel denied the former
king was there, telling AFP: “We have no VIP
guests.” Juan Carlos has long had warm relations
with the Gulf monarchies, and Spanish press
reports say a transfer of $100 million to one of his
Swiss bank accounts from late Saudi king Abdullah
has come into investigators’ sights. After abdicating
over corruption allegations stemming from public
statements by a former mistress, Juan Carlos
announced Monday that he was quitting Spain so
as not to undermine his son King Felipe VI. — AFP 

Coronavirus hastens 
newspapers’ slide into 
shaky digital future
PARIS: The coronavirus crisis has weighed heavily
on print newspapers already battling for survival
around the world, with the number of copies sold
tumbling while less profitable digital readerships
surge. Simply delivering printed papers to the shops-
or having customers come in to buy them-has
become a challenge, worsening a years-long decline
in sales and advertising revenue. “Consumption of
printed newspapers has fallen as lockdowns under-
mine physical distribution, almost certainly accelerat-
ing the shift to an all-digital future,” the Reuters
Institute’s 2020 annual report said.

Major dailies in Brazil and Mexico have already
switched to online-only or dropped some days’ edi-
tions, while in the Philippines 10 of the 70 newspa-
pers in the PPI association have shuttered. “Times
are hard. There are no advertisers and no-one is
reading us,” PPI executive director Ariel Sebellino
told AFP. The archipelago nation’s small local news-
papers were hardest hit during lockdown as street
sales tumbled. “The industry is under siege and
we’ve all taken bruises,” Sebellino said.

Far from affecting only journalists, the disappear-
ance of print papers deals out pain all up the pro-
duction chain, taking in printers, paper makers and
delivery people. Major British media brands could
boast of 6.6 million new online readers in the first
quarter in what their industry association said was a
new record. But most have not seen the same
bounce in print sales. The coronavirus has become
“the greatest threat to the global news industry
since the 2008 economic crash” wrote industry

publication Press Gazette-which itself moved
online-only in 2013. Between 2005 and 2018, some
250 local papers closed across Britain, while today
one in three journalists’ jobs are believed to be
under threat.

‘Fond memory’ 
The picture is similar in the US, where dozens of

papers have closed or merged with local competi-
tors since the crisis. Between 2008 and 2019, half of
all workers in American newspapers lost their jobs,
according to a Pew institute count. Around the
world, audiences have melted away for the free
sheets once handed out in busy urban centers.
Unable to count on funding from advertisers, some
have paused publication, including Metro or Destak
in Brazil or France’s 20 Minutes.

With its ageing population used to holding a
paper in their hands, Germany’s newspaper publish-
ers “were all making money before the coronavirus
crisis, even if circulation figures kept falling,” said
Frank Ueberall, president of the DJV journalists’ fed-
eration. “Things are different now,” but “text journal-
ism still has good days ahead,” Ueberall said. “Old
people in particular are far from adopting digital
technologies en masse.” “Printing is expensive, but
it’s swings and roundabouts,” said Gilles Dechamps,
head of a printing company in northern Paris, arguing
that “it’s important for readers and for advertisers to
have the landmark” of a printed paper”.

Despite efforts like cutting their size to save
paper or investing in the web over the past 30
years, few papers have found the winning formula
to make money from 21st-Century journalism. “Even
in the smallest markets, Facebook and Google
syphon three-quarters of the digital revenue,” said
Penelope Abernathy, a former Wall Street Journal
and New York Times vice-president who now
teaches media economics at the University of North
Carolina. “That leaves all other legacy media fight-
ing for the digital scraps.” — AFP 


