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US hails Kuwait as ‘proud  
and indispensable’ ally 

Deputy Amir sends condolences over death of former US security advisor Scowcroft
KUWAIT: The US commemorated 
Friday the 30th anniversary of Operation 
Desert Shield, recognizing Kuwait as “a 
proud and indispensable ally”. “Today 
marks 30 years since the United States 
led a coalition of 35 nations to launch 
Operation Desert Shield and stand 
against the occupation of Kuwait,” 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in 
a statement. “We remember and honor 
those who fought side by side, and we 
recognize Kuwait as a proud and indis-
pensable ally,” he added.  

“The liberation of Kuwait is an impor-
tant reminder of what countries can 

achieve when they come together during 
times of crisis and fight for freedom and 
justice. The US-Kuwait friendship has 
never been stronger and our partnership 
is helping shape a more peaceful and 
prosperous Middle East,” Pompeo 
affirmed. The US top diplomat conclud-
ed by saying “on behalf of the American 
people, I join Kuwait in commemorating 
the leadership, courage and sacrifices of 
our people 30 years ago”.  

Meanwhile, HH the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Friday sent a 
cable of condolences, including the sym-

pathies of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to US 
President Donald Trump over the death 
of former national security advisor Brent 
Scowcroft. HH the Deputy Amir and the 
Crown Prince recalled Scowcroft’s hon-
orable role during the war to liberate 
Kuwait in 1991. HH Sheikh Nawaf sent a 
similar cable to Scowcroft’s family as 
well. HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent 
similar cables.  

Scowcroft, the respected national 
security advisor to two Republican pres-
idents and a Washington heavyweight 

who served administrations from 
Richard Nixon to Barack Obama, died 
aged 95, the George H W Bush 
Foundation announced Friday. An out-
spoken critic of the US-led invasion of 
Iraq, Scowcroft was a member of the 
Republican foreign policy establishment 
who nevertheless endorsed Democrat 
Hillary Clinton during the 2016 White 
House campaign won by President 
Donald Trump. He died of natural causes, 
a statement from the foundation said. 

“No individual has provided as many 
commanders-in-chief as much national  

Continued on Page 2 Brent Scowcroft

CAPE TOWN: A South African animal rights 
group is seeking a court order banning a 
Kuwaiti firm from shipping tens of thousands 
of sheep across the equator to the Middle 
East during summer months in conditions it 
called “extreme cruelty”. The case is the latest 
attempt by South Africa’s National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NSPCA) 
to block such sheep exports, and it is pressing 
the government to introduce new regulations 
on how live animals are transported. 

On Thursday, the NSPCA asked 
Grahamstown High Court in the Eastern Cape 
for an interim court interdict preventing a ship 
belonging to Kuwaiti livestock exporter Al 
Mawashi from sailing out of South Africa’s East 
London port with around 70,000 sheep. In 
court papers seen by Reuters, the NSPCA said 
they have been looking into Al Mawashi and its 
parent company, Livestock Transport and 
Trading Company (LTTC), since late last year. 

The NSPCA said cramped spaces and 
extreme heat during these voyages could lead 
to some animals being “cooked alive” as tem-
peratures as high as 60 degrees Celsius have 
been recorded onboard livestock ships in the 
Arabian Gulf. “Those (sheep) that survive 
death suffer a great deal over the two to three 
week ordeal,” said the NSPCA. “The plight 
that these sheep have to endure - anywhere 
between 40,000 to 80,000 per shipment at a 
time - is horrific,” the NSPCA added in its 
court submission. 

Mawashi, which has local offices in East 
London, sailed its first shipload of sheep from 
South Africa to Kuwait in October followed 
by a second cargo in March. The company 
had to seek new livestock suppliers after 
Australia in 2018 banned the export of live 
sheep to the Middle East during the Northern 
Hemisphere’s  summer months. Mawashi 
denied all cruelty allegations and said it’s 
ship, MV Al Messilah, was modified earlier 
this year with a new ventilation system that 
would help eliminate “heat stress” and ensure 
there was no cruelty to animals. 

Mawashi said there were fundamental 
problems with the evidence relied on by the 
NSPCA and said the rights group had not 
inspected its ship in July 2020 when given an 
opportunity to do so. South Africa’s Red Meat 
Industry Forum ( RMIF) chairman Tim 
Davidson said, “if standards are set by the 
Department of Agriculture the current prob-
lem with the shipment of sheep on the Al 
Messilah would be resolved,” adding the 
group was “totally opposed” to any form of 
animal cruelty. — Reuters 

Ban on sheep  
shipments to  
Kuwait sought

KARIPUR, India: Officials inspect the wreckage of an Air India Express jet at Calicut International Airport 
yesterday. — AFP 

KOZHIKODE, India: Indian authorities had prac-
ticed for years for a jet overshooting the “table-top” 
runway at Kozhikode airport, but local resident 
Fazal Puthiyakath was not prepared for the “blood 
and death” of the real thing. The 32-year-old busi-
nessman and his neighbors were first on the scene 
after an Air India Express plane crashed over the 
runway down a 10-m bank and broke in two during 
a fierce storm late Friday, killing 18 people and 
injuring more than 120. 

Puthiyakath and others rushed out after hearing 
“a blast-like” roar. “All that we could hear were 
screams all around. People were soaked in blood 
everywhere, some had fractures, some were uncon-
scious,” he told AFP. The impact was so brutal that 
the nose of the Boeing 737 finished about 20 m 
from the back half of the jet. The two pilots were 
killed but rescuers said the death toll would have 
been much higher if the jet had caught fire. 
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Rescuers shaken  
by ‘blood, death’  
of India jet crash 

HANOI: A health worker wearing protective clothing conducts a swab test on 
a woman at a testing center for COVID-19 yesterday. — AFP 

SAINT-DENIS, France: A woman hula-hoops among people enjoying an open 
air party north of Paris on Aug 1, 2020. — AFP 

PARIS: Could the ghosts of your pre-
vious colds help protect you from 
COVID-19, even if you have never 
been infected by the new coronavirus 
spreading across the planet? 
Scientists are investigating a poorly-
understood immune mechanism in the 
body that they hope could help efforts 
to curb the pandemic. At the moment, 
people who think they have had the 
virus might get a serological test to 

check for antibodies.  
These proteins help fight off infec-

tion and may prevent them from get-
ting the disease again in the future - 
but there are signs that with COVID-
19 they could fade away within weeks. 
This leaves the other instrument in the 
body’s toolkit - T lymphocytes - a 
type of white blood cell responsible 
for the second part of the immune 
response. With little yet known about 
how they operate against COVID-19, 
scientists are racing to fill in the gaps 
in our knowledge.  

One hypothesis is that these T cells 
might help give people a level of 
cross-immunity protection from 
COVID-19 because they “remember” 
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Seeing beyond  
antibodies in  
immunity hunt

MADRID: Health officials fighting the 
coronavirus pandemic say they have a 
new problem - carefree youths who 
are ignoring social distancing rules 
and letting loose around the world, 
fuelling a surge in infections. As 
authorities lifted restrictions on gath-
erings after months of lockdown and 
summer holidays began in the north-

ern hemisphere, bars and nightclubs 
have filled up with teens and young 
adults. And where venues are closed, 
young revelers are simply moving the 
party elsewhere - to beaches, parks 
and streets which have become 
COVID-19 hotspots. 

Near the British city of Manchester 
thousands of people have gathered in 
outdoor rave parties organized on 
social media while the sprawling Bois 
de Vincennes park in Paris has regu-
larly hosted illegal techno music par-
ties featuring paper lanterns and elec-
tric generators that power turntables. 
“Partying is crucial,” said one of the  
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