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CAUCASUS: Egor Posokhin, professional aerobatic paragliding athlete, performs at Chegem Valley in Caucasus, Russia. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

SYDNEY: Australian rugby risks becoming a “third
tier” sport if it fails to win hosting rights for the 2027
World Cup, two-time tournament winner Phil Kearns
said yesterday after being appointed to lead the bid
campaign.

Kearns, who won the showcase tournament in 1991
and 1999 during a 67-Test career, said he was “enor-
mously excited” to be named executive director of the
bid by Rugby Australia. “There’s a couple of really big
roles in Australian rugby at the moment and this is cer-
tainly one of them,” the former Wallabies skipper told
reporters in a video conference.

Kearns said hosting the 2027 tournament could be
“transformational” for rugby in Australia, which is cur-
rently struggling with financial difficulties, the Walla-
bies’ slide to seventh in the world rankings, and bitter
infighting.

He offered an unflinching assessment of rugby’s
standing in Australia, where it faces fierce competition
from rival codes such as rugby league and Aussie rules.
“There was some talk that we’re a second-tier sport
heading towards (becoming) a third-tier sport,” he said.
“By winning this, it gives us the opportunity that we
won’t go to third-tier... if you go back to the late 1990s
and early 2000s, we were a tier-one sport in this coun-
try. “We can’t escape the fact that we’ve gone back-
wards. This gives us an opportunity to turn that around
for the long term.”

Kearns has been an outspoken critic of the game’s
administrators in recent years and had considered ap-
plying for the position of Rugby Australia chief execu-
tive after New Zealander Raelene Castle quit the role
in April.

But he said hosting the 2027 tournament was so im-
portant for the code’s future in Australia that he shelved
his leadership ambitions to promote the bid. “The fi-
nancial windfall it would bring would spark the Aus-
tralian economy as we rebuild from the impact of
COVID-19 and then gives us the opportunity to invest
back into the grassroots,” he said.—AFP
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TORONTO: Warren Foegele scored the go-ahead goal
in the third period, and goalie James Reimer made 38
saves in his series debut as the Carolina Hurricanes
swept their best-of-five qualifying set against the New
York Rangers by winning 4-1 in Game 3 on Tuesday
night in Toronto. The Hurricanes advance to the Eastern
Conference’s first round against an undetermined oppo-
nent, beginning that best-of-seven series next week. The
Rangers had won at least one
game in their past 21 playoff se-
ries. New York managed a total
of four goals in the just-con-
cluded series. Teuvo Teravainen
provided Carolina’s first goal, and
Sebastian Aho’s two goals — the
latter into an empty net —
padded the lead across the final
10 minutes. Chris Kreider scored
for the Rangers, who swept four
regular-season games from the Hurricanes.

PREDATORS 4, COYOTES 2
Ryan Johansen had a goal and an assist, and the

Nashville evened its best-of-five Western Conference
qualifying series with a win against Arizona in Game 2
at Edmonton. Juuse Saros made 24 saves in his second
NHL playoff start, and Nick Bonino, Calle Jarnkrok and
Viktor Arvidsson also scored for the Predators. Clayton
Keller and Lawson Crouse scored 10 seconds apart in
the final minute to prevent the shutout, and Darcy Kuem-
per made 24 saves for the Coyotes.

ISLANDERS 4, PANTHERS 2
Jordan Eberle scored two goals, including the

tiebreaking tally late in the second period, as New York
beat Florida in Toronto to grab a 2-0 lead in their best-
of-five Eastern Conference qualifying round series. Matt
Martin and Ryan Pulock also scored for the seventh-
seeded Islanders, who will look to advance to the main
bracket Wednesday, when the two teams are scheduled
to play Game 3. New York goalie Semyon Varlamov

made 26 saves. Mike Hoffman and Aleksander Barkov
scored for the 10th-seeded Panthers, who are facing
long odds as they try to snap the NHL’s longest post-
season series victory drought. Florida hasn’t advanced
beyond the first round since reaching the Stanley Cup
Finals in 1996.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, BLUE JACKETS 0
Auston Matthews scored the

go-ahead goal late in the second
period, and host Toronto went
on to defeat Columbus and tie
the best-of-five Eastern Confer-
ence playoff qualifying series at
one game each. Frederik Ander-
sen stopped 21 shots to earn his
third career playoff shutout. John
Tavares added a third-period
goal for the Maple Leafs, who

dominated play for much of the game. Morgan Rielly
scored into an empty net at 19:17 of the third with an as-
sist from Matthews. Toronto defenseman Jake Muzzin
was taken off the ice on a stretcher with 1:52 to play in
the game after taking an awkward fall in the Maple
Leafs’ zone. His head appeared to hit the knee of Colum-
bus’s Oliver Bjorkstrand as he fell. Columbus goaltender
Joonas Korpisalo made 36 saves.

FLAMES 6, JETS 2
Sean Monahan collected one goal and two assists,

and Calgary used a dominating second period to claim
a convincing win over Winnipeg and move to the verge
of advancing in the Stanley Cup playoffs. Mikael Back-
lund, Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm each netted
one goal and one assist for the Flames, who lead the
best-of-five Western Conference qualifying round se-
ries 2-1. Calgary goalie Cam Talbot stopped 34 shots.
The Flames, who also got goals from Matthew Tkachuk
and Milan Lucic plus two assists from Andrew Mangia-
pane, will look to eliminate the Jets on Thursday. An-
drew Copp and Nikolaj Ehlers scored for Winnipeg.

Connor Hellebuyck made 26 saves.

CANUCKS 4, WILD 3
Vancouver spread goals among four scorers and

held on in the final seconds to defeat Minnesota in Ed-
monton, tying their best-of-five Western Conference
qualifying series at 1-1. Jacob Markstrom made 32 saves

for the Canucks, who got goals from Tanner Pearson,
J.T. Miller, Brock Boeser and Bo Horvat. Miller and Hor-
vat each had an assist, and Alexander Edler chipped in
two helpers. Kevin Fiala scored twice in the last 2 1/2
minutes to bring the Wild close. Luke Kunin added a
single goal for the Wild, and Alex Stalock turned aside
24 shots. — AFP
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TORONTO:  Sebastian Aho #20 of the Carolina Hurricanes scores a goal on Igor Shesterkin #31 of the New York
Rangers during the third period in Game Three of the Eastern Conference Qualification Round prior to the 2020 NHL
Stanley Cup Playoffs at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Brooks Koepka will be chasing his-
tory at the PGA Championship today as the two-time
defending champion attempts a rare major champi-
onship three-peat in San Francisco. The 30-year-old
American is seeking to join Walter Hagen as just the sec-
ond player to win the major for a third consecutive year.

After winning the 2018 PGA Championship, Koepka
successfully defended his title last year at Bethpage
Black and is now aiming to become the first to win three
straight since Hagen captured four in a row, beginning
in 1924. “My game feels like it’s in really, really good
shape right now,” said Koepka. “I like the way I’m hitting
it, and it feels like I am putting it really well. “Every day
is a lot more comfortable. I’m excited. 

“This is a big-boy golf course. I think it kind of plays
into my hands.” Golf’s first major championship of 2020
will be contested without spectators after the season
was placed on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Prior to its postponement on March 17, the PGA
Championship was originally scheduled for play May 14-
17.  This week was also the time set aside for the men’s

Summer Olympic golf tournament in Japan. 
The US PGA Tour has been back, minus spectators,

since early June but will really kick into high gear over
the next couple of weeks. More than a half dozen players
and several caddies have tested positive in the eight
weeks since the PGA Tour resumed. 

Players, caddies and officials are tested for the coro-
navirus before entering the grounds. Players also un-
dergo daily temperature screenings and their clubhouse
has been redesigned to allow for three metres (10 feet)
of space between lockers.

“Some sports are struggling to get their seasons
going and things going and figure it out. Luckily the PGA
Tour and the entities have been able to provide a safe
environment with testing,” said Spanish golfer Jon Rahm.

The PGA Championship launches the busiest phase
of the disrupted season. Following the PGA Champi-
onship are three weeks of FedEx Cup playoff events with
the US Open on September 17-20 at Winged Foot near
New York. Lately when it comes to majors, the smart
money has been on Koepka. But there is plenty of star
power in San Francisco this week, including last week’s
Memphis tournament winner and new world number one
Justin Thomas. 

“Last week is over with. This is a new week,” Thomas
said. “We have a new field, new guys that are out here,
all trying to win a major. “I’m trying to get rested more
than anything. Get my energy back so we’re ready to go
come today.” Thomas will tee off in a group with Tiger
Woods and Rory McIlroy. Woods and McIlroy have al-
ready hoisted trophies at Harding Park.  —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Tiger Woods is preparing for a
journey into the unknown as he heads into this week’s
PGA Championship hunting for a 16th major champi-
onship against the surreal backdrop of a deserted
course at TPC Harding Park.

Throughout his career, the 44-year-old former world
number one has become accustomed to roaring galleries
following his every shot, providing a jolt of energy that
Woods has fed off time and again.

Yet this week’s PGA Championship in San Francisco
will be different. Restrictions imposed due to COVID-
19 mean that the first major of 2020 will be a fan-free,
muted affair. Woods got an early taste of his changed
environment on Tuesday during a media briefing. Where
in the past a scrum of reporters would have attended, on
Tuesday only a handful of journalists were present.

“Well, that’s an unknown,” Woods said when asked
about how the absence of fans might affect his chances.
“I don’t know if anyone in our generation has ever played
without fans in a major championship. It’s going to be
very different. “But it’s still a major championship. It’s still
the best players in the world. We all understand that

going into it, so there’s going to be plenty of energy from
the competitive side. “But as far as the energy outside
the ropes, that is an unknown. And hopefully I can put
myself in a position where I can be in that position where
I can feel what it feels like to have no fans and also com-
ing down the stretch with a chance to win.”

Woods’ former caddie, New Zealander Steve
Williams, is among those who believe that the lack of
fans might prove to be a hindrance. “With that element
missing, for someone who hasn’t played a lot of tourna-
ment golf this year, it’ll be challenging for Tiger to find
that spark he needs,” Williams said this week.

Woods experienced new fan-less reality at the Me-
morial Tournament last month, at Muirfield Village, in
Dublin, Ohio. He finished tied for 40th. “Those four days
at Muirfield were a bit different,” Woods said.

“It reminded me of sometimes on the weekend, you’d
tee off Saturday morning and you’d just barely make the
cut and you’re first off and there’s no one out there.  “But
generally by the time you make the back nine, there’s
thousands of people out there on the golf course waiting
for the leaders to tee off.

“But that never happened. So that’s the new world we
live in. We just have to get used to it.” Woods meanwhile
has one eye on this week’s weather forecast in San Fran-
cisco, with the former world number one’s lower back
notoriously vulnerable to the cooler temperatures ex-
pected.  “When it’s cooler like this, it’s just making sure
that my core stays warm, layering up properly,” said
Woods. “I know I won’t have the same range of motion
as I would back home in Florida where it’s 95 every day.
That’s just the way it is.”—AFP
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