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D
isney’s much-delayed blockbuster
“Mulan” will skip the big screen
and premiere on streaming plat-

form Disney+ next month, it was
announced Tuesday, as coronavirus
keeps theaters shut across much of the
United States.  The unprecedented deci-
sion-described by CEO Bob Chapek as
a “one-off” for a Disney blockbuster-is
the latest major blow for movie theater
chains already reeling from the pandem-
ic. “Mulan,” a mega-budget live action
remake of the tale of a legendary
Chinese warrior, will be available from
September 4 in homes to Disney+ sub-
scribers for an additional $29.99. “We
see this as an opportunity to bring this
incredible film to a broad audience cur-
rently unable to go to movie theaters,
while also further enhancing the value
and attractiveness of a Disney+ sub-
scription,” Chapek told an earnings call.

The film will launch simultaneously in
theaters in territories such as China
which do not have currently announced
Disney+ launch plans. The move comes
as a second wave of US coronavirus
cases stalls reopening plans for theaters
in key markets such as New York and
Los Angeles. Before the pandemic, stu-
dios typically waited 90 days to release
major films digitally after their theatrical
openings.

But several major studio movies
including “Trolls World Tour” have
grossed tens of millions during the pan-
demic by abandoning theatrical releas-
es and going directly to streaming-often
at premium rental rates. “We are looking
at ‘Mulan’ as a one-off, as opposed to
trying to say that there is some new busi-
ness window model we are looking at”
regarding movie launches, Chapek said.

But he added that the experiment

would provide “very interesting” informa-
tion on consumers’ willingness to shell
out $30 for a new streaming title. If suc-
cessful, the price would help to “recap-
ture some of that investment” in a “fairly
expensive” movie, said Chapek. “Mulan”
cost an estimated $200 million to pro-
duce. It was originally due for release in
March-Disney even held its red-carpet
world premiere in Hollywood-before
being delayed multiple times. 

It was one of a handful of major “tent-
pole” Hollywood releases expected to
help drive wary consumers back to
movie theaters. “Tenet,” Christopher
Nolan’s hotly awaited sci-fi epic, will
release internationally on August 26
before hitting a limited number of US
screens in September, Warner Bros said
last week. — AFP

In this file photo US-Chinese actress Yifei Liu attends the world premiere of Disney’s “Mulan”
at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. — AFP 

In this file photo a make shift Mickey Mouse on top of a car circles around Disneyland Resort
calling for higher safety standards before its reopening, amid the coronavirus pandemic in
Anaheim, California. — AFP 

T
he Walt Disney Company on
Tuesday reported its quarterly earn-
ings were hit hard as the pandemic

emptied theme parks and cruise ships,
while it hit a new milestone for streaming
subscriptions. The entertainment colossus
said it lost $4.7 billion on revenue of $11.8
billion  — about half of the amount of mon-
ey it took in during the same period last
year. “Despite the ongoing challenges of
the pandemic, we’ve continued to build on
the incredible success of Disney+ as we
grow our global direct-to-consumer busi-
nesses,” Disney chief executive Bob
Chapek said in an earnings release for the
quarter ending June 27.

The company has more than 100 mil-
lion paid subscribers in what Chapek tout-
ed as a “significant milestone” affirming
the company’s move to streaming its cov-
eted content direct to homes. That
includes some 60.5 million for Netflix rival
Disney+ along with some 35 million for
Hulu and 8.5 million for its ESPN+ sports
service. Earnings in the fiscal third quarter
were hurt by the pandemic, with Disney’s
theme parks, resorts and cruise ships
closed or operations suspended, accord-
ing to the California-based company. “The
most significant impact in the current
quarter from COVID-19 was an approxi-
mately $3.5 billion adverse impact on
operating income at our Parks,
Experiences and Products segment due
to revenue lost as a result of the closures,”
the company said in a statement.

Disney also reported higher costs to
launch its online services. Disney shares
were up 4.5 percent in after-market trades
that followed release of the earnings.
“Despite the harsh realities we are facing
today, we have made some encouraging
progress,” Chapek said on an earnings
call. “We’ve begun a responsible phased
reopening of our Parks in Shanghai, Paris,
Tokyo, and Orlando, as well as our shop-
ping and dining area, Downtown Disney,
in Anaheim.” Theme park reopenings
have involved new health and safety
measures including a mandatory mask
policy, temperature screenings, and

capacity restrictions to promote social dis-
tancing, Chapek noted. Disney execu-
tives said some television and film pro-
duction has restarted, and that the return
of professional sports matches promised
to return ad revenue to its ESPN arm.

‘Mulan’ heads to homes 
Chapek announced that Disney’s

much-delayed blockbuster “Mulan” will
skip the big screen and premiere on the
streaming platform Disney+ next month,
as coronavirus keeps theaters shut across
much of the United States.  The unprece-
dented decision-described by Chapek as
a “one-off” for a Disney blockbuster-is the
latest major blow for movie theater chains
already reeling from the pandemic.
“Mulan,” a mega-budget live action
remake of the tale of a legendary Chinese
warrior, will be available from September
4 in homes to Disney+ subscribers for an
additional $29.99.

“We see this as an opportunity to bring
this incredible film to a broad audience
currently unable to go to movie theaters,
while also further enhancing the value and
attractiveness of a Disney+ subscription,”
Chapek told an earnings call. The film will
launch simultaneously in theaters in terri-
tories such as China which do not have
currently announced Disney+ launch
plans. The move comes as coronavirus
cases stall reopening plans for theaters in
key markets such as New York and Los
Angeles. “We are looking at ‘Mulan’ as a
one-off, as opposed to trying to say that
there is some new business window mod-
el we are looking at” regarding movie
launches, Chapek said. But he added
that the experiment would provide “very
interesting” information on consumers’
willingness to shell out $29.99 for a new
streaming title. If successful, the price
would help to “recapture some of that
investment” in a “fairly expensive” movie,
said Chapek. “Mulan” cost an estimated
$200 million to produce. — AFP

N
eil Young is suing Donald
Trump’s re-election campaign
to try to stop the US president

playing his songs at campaign ral-
lies, according to a lawsuit posted
on the rocker’s website. The 74-
year-old claims a breach of copy-
right for the use of “Rockin’ In The
Free World” and “Devil’s Sidewalk,”
at several Trump events including a
recent rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
“(The) plaintiff in good conscience
cannot allow his music to be used
as a ‘theme song’ for a divisive, un-
American campaign of ignorance
and hate,” reads the draft filing.

The suit, which seeks damages
of up to $150,000 for each infringe-
ment, is undated but the text indi-
cates Young’s attorneys planning to
file it with a federal court in New
York. Young has repeatedly voiced
disdain for Trump’s use of his clas-
sic hits at rallies, asking him to stop.
The Canadian-born musician, now a
US citizen, called Trump “a dis-
grace to my country” earlier this
year while coming out in support of
Bernie Sanders in the Democratic
race. Several top artists, including
Pharrell Williams, Rihanna,
Aerosmith, Adele, and the estate of
singer Prince have complained
about Trump using their songs.

In June, British rock legends the
Rolling Stones threatened legal
action against Trump for his use of
their classic “You Can’t Always Get
What You Want” at campaign ral-
lies. The same month, the family of
rock musician Tom Petty issued a
cease and desist letter over
Trump’s use of “I Won’t Back Down”
at the Tulsa rally on June 20. Last
month, Mick Jagger, Michael Stipe
and Sheryl Crow were among high-
profile musicians to sign a letter
demanding that politicians get their
consent before playing their songs
at rallies. — AFP 

I
t’s synonymous with Christmas in New
York, like the Rockefeller tree all lit up
and “Home Alone 2.” But for the first

time since 1932 there will be no
Rockettes show this holiday season.
Madison Square Garden Entertainment
said in a statement Tuesday that the
2020 “Christmas Spectacular” at Radio
City Hall has been canceled “due to
continued uncertainty associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic.” The dancers
have wowed more than 75 million peo-
ple since the show began in 1933,
according to the touring company’s
website. This year is the first time the
extravaganza has been canceled in its
87-year-history. “We are disappointed

for everyone involved with the show, as
well as for the many fans who make the
Christmas Spectacular a cherished part
of their holiday tradition,” said MSG.

More than 3,000 women have per-
formed as Rockettes since the group was
founded in 1925. During the “Christmas
Spectacular” the cast of 80 can perform
four 90-minute shows in one day, kicking
up to 650 times. The dancers are profi-
cient in jazz, tap and ballet and their
height must be between five feet six inch-
es and five feet ten and a half. The
COVID-19 crisis has wiped out New
York’s cultural calendar, with Broadway
closed until at least January. — AFP

In this file photo Neil Young performs
on stage for his first time in Quebec
City during 2018 Festival d’Ete. — AFP 

S
wedish singer Zara Larsson said
Tuesday that she had ended her
collaboration with China’s Huawei

to promote its smartphones, saying China
“is not a nice state,” but the firm respond-
ed that the deal had always been limited
in time and had ended “as agreed”.
Speaking with broadcaster TV4, Larsson,
whose greatest hits have been streamed
over five billion times according to the
broadcaster, said the collaboration with
Huawei had ended a few months ago. “If
I now look back it wasn’t, from a profes-
sional but also a personal perspective,
the smartest deal I’ve done,” the 22-year-
old singer said. “It’s not something I
stand behind,” she added.

Larsson, who is one of Sweden’s best
known international singers, first reached
international fame with her 2013 hit
Uncover, then through her collaboration
with French DJ David Guetta. In the
spring of 2019, Zara Larsson signed a
promotional deal with Huawei to market
the launch of a new smartphone. Olympic
swimmer Sarah Sjostrom was also hired
to promote the Chinese telecoms giant’s
phones. Interviewed last year by the
magazine Resume about the accusations
of spying and Huawei’s ties to the
Chinese state, Larsson said she wasn’t

“particularly informed”. “Huawei is a pri-
vately owned company in China that is
now launching a good mobile phone,
more than that I’m not thinking about or
commenting,” she told the magazine.

Her statements provoked criticism that
Larsson was promoting the interests of
the Chinese communist regime. In an op-
ed published on Tuesday in newspaper
Expressen, Matilda Ekeblad, a local politi-
cian representing the conservative
Moderate Party, accused the singer of
“running China’s errands”, pointing to
accusations Huawei conducts espionage
for Beijing and Chinese repression of the
Uighur community and Hong Kong.
Interviewed by TV4 the same day,
Larsson said she did not want to support
what China “was doing”. —AFP

T
he world might feel like it is falling
apart but that is no excuse for slack-
ing at the Paris Opera Ballet School.

Teacher Wilfried Romoli barks out orders to
his final year boys at what is arguably the
world’s best ballet school, and certainly its
oldest having been founded by the “Sun
King” Louis XIV-no mean dancer himself.
They are about to face fantastically tough
tests that might determine the rest of their
careers. The stakes could not be higher.
The annual competitive examination is the
holy grail for final-year boarders at the
school in Nanterre, just west of the French
capital. For the very best, there is the possi-
bility of a place in the Paris Opera’s corps
de ballet.

But even for the creme de la creme,
there can be disappointment. Some years
none are taken on, depending on the bal-
let’s needs. With the coronavirus pandemic
following a marathon strike at the Paris
Opera, it has been a tough year for the “lit-
tle rats”, as the students are affectionately
known. Exams were postponed and pupils
forced to train and rehearse at home, which

can be potentially disastrous for such elite
athletes and performers.

‘Little rats’ to big stars 
“I quickly realized that we were at risk of

sacrificing a generation,” said the school’s
director Elisabeth Platel, guardian of the
French style of classical dance. “So I
decided to give all the students who were
not taken on by the company an extra year”
to prove themselves, the former legendary
prima ballerina told AFP. Even the lucky
few selected for the ballet will not be able to
take their traditional first bow at the iconic
Opera Garnier until December. For a whole
year, “the entire school has not had to face
the public, nor stage fright,” Platel noted.

The “little rats” were able to restart class-
es in June after France’s two-month lock-
down, but 20 of the multinational group
were unable to return-blocked in homes
from Canada to Australia by travel bans or
quarantines. The school’s dormitories have
also reopened, with just one student per
room rather than the usual three. Dance
studios are regularly aired out, barres are

disinfected and everyone must wear a
mask as they move between classes. Folk
dance, mime and pas de deux courses
have been suspended to minimize physical
contact.

Leaping gazelles 
Final year student Rubens, 18, did a

series of grand jetes, leaping like a gazelle

across the room. He injured his ankle
before the lockdown and had to start prac-
ticing again practically “from zero” at home,
he said. “It was a little bit like being in
prison but it allowed me to be really con-
centrated so that I could improve the quali-
ty of my work,” Rubens added. Another
dancer, Margaux, had fears of “falling
behind” during the lockdown.  Ballet

dancers grow up with warnings to stay in
peak condition drilled into them. One max-
im goes: “When you miss a class for a day,
you notice it. The second day the teacher
notices it. And the third, the public sees it.”
“It was hard,” Margaux said, “but we have
learned to work on our own.”—AFP

Swedish singer Zara Larsson 

In this file photos dancers rehearse at the Opera Ballet School in Nanterre, a Paris suburb. — AFP photos


