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KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
has been able to overcome a number of challenges
posed by the coronavirus pandemic in order to
ensure the uninterrupted continuity of its business
thanks to digital platforms, Deputy Managing
Director for International Marketing Jamal Al-
Loughani said. All of the state oil firms’ departments
have been operating remotely, including marketing
and sales, finances and human resources, while
ensuring the quality of services and technical sup-
port provided to customers. Adjustments required
by employees to adapt to the newly-introduced
work system have also been completed, the compa-
ny’s senior employee said in an exclusive interview.

Internal communication has been facilitated by
VPN and virtual programs, such as Citrix XenApp
and XenDesktop, for their ease of use and compati-
bility with most modern devices and their impor-
tance in fortifying networks and employee informa-
tion from eavesdropping and hacking attempts.
Meanwhile, oil sector officials and employees have
resorted to audiovisual meetings for their daily
communication to follow up on work progress. This
has helped in strengthening the spirit of coopera-
tion between employees and enabling them to adapt
to the new nature of their work surroundings until
the time they return to their offices, he explained.

Int’l meetings
Communication between the global marketing

and finance departments for export shipment infor-
mation and purchase orders and the issuing of

invoices to customers have also been conducted
online, immediately and without delay. Company
representatives have been able to actively partici-
pate with the Kuwaiti oil minister and the OPEC
governor at more than 10 OPEC remotely-held
meetings. One of the most important meetings of

the global oil-producing cartel, on April 10, led to
the historic agreement to reduce global oil produc-
tion. Contractual meetings held remotely have cul-
minated in the renewal of approximately 15 sales
contracts for crude, derivatives, fuel, naphtha, liq-
uefied gas, petrol and other products and the
preparation of around 30 procurement contracts,
including the discussion of terms and conditions.
The international marketing sector managed to
determine the pricing of Kuwaiti crude and various
petroleum products, such as naphtha, sulfur, petro-
leum coke, diesel and jet fuel, and is set to initiate
contracts with some 12 companies for the trade and

purchase of products
with the renewal of con-
tracts for others.

By-products
With respect of pric-

ing orders for petroleum
by-products, Loughani
said there had been 282
of such orders for naph-
tha, fuel, liquefied gas,
208 pricing orders for
shipments of the crude oil
and 138 others for ship-
ments of medium by-

products, 21 pricing orders for shipments of fuel oil,
sulfur and petroleum coal. Elaborating, he said that
23 addresses had been issued for collecting the cor-
poration revenues - without any delay. Loughani
also noted continuing cooperation with the customs
authority to facilitate exports and imports of the oil
and derivatives. Various other issues during the
ongoing coronavirus crisis had been addressed
namely closing the financial year 2019-2020
regarding global marketing and drafting the pro-
jected budget for the financial year 2021-2022 for
global markets. These tasks would not have been
accomplished without efforts of the enthusiastic
young Kuwait personnel who worked round the
clock for securing sales, exports of the Kuwaiti
crude, petroleum products for sake of boosting the
KPC role and ensuring financial inflows for the

state. He lauded unlimited support from the corpo-
ration higher management that tackled all hurdles
and enabled the staff work from long distance.

Adapting to change
The KPC had grappled to adapt itself to the

changing work methods in the shadow of the coron-
avirus, Loughani said, noting that the management
had immediately instructed the personnel to evacu-
ate offices and pursue work via the internet from
their houses. The personnel have pursued the tasks
using state-of-the-art digital technology; provided
by the KPC IT department. The KPC marketing
sector “faced no challenges” while shifting to online
work, he said, affirming that it keenly secured com-
munications with clients as well as with the KPC
offices abroad without interruption.

In the shadow of the falling oil prices and
changes in supply and demand in the international
markets, staff of the international market sector
had continued performing their tasks in full, while
doubling their efforts to meet needs of the clients
in the shadow of the drastic fluctuations that hap-
pened in the oil and gas markets, Loughani contin-
ued. The sector’s department of marketing
research had engaged in dialogue with mega com-
panies for oil pricing seeking to review the prices
when the barrel of oil dropped to 37 dollars in
April. Such efforts by the KPC ended with success
and prompted these companies to examine recom-
mendations for amending the oil pricing mecha-
nism in the future. — KUNA

KPC official: Kuwaiti global oil sales
score achievements despite pandemic

News in brief

COVID-19 cases up in July

KUWAIT: COVID-19 infections increased
among Kuwaitis by 39 percent in July compared
to June, while it dropped by 23 percent among
expatriates within the same period, Al-Qabas
reported yesterday quoting a research prepared
by Kuwaiti researcher Mohammad Al-Awadhi.
Total infections have increased by eight percent
in July, the study says. Meanwhile, the study
points out some positive indications recorded
last month, including the drop in mortalities and
cases under treatment, combined with an
increase in swab tests.

Money laundering probe

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources told Al-Rai
that the list of new reports submitted to the pub-
lic prosecution by the financial investigations
unit last week concerning suspicions of the
involvement of 10 account holders in money
laundering which include a female social media
celebrity and a female artist. The sources added
that the list also includes popular personalities
of various nationalities including Canadians,
Egyptians and others, as well as companies,
including some involved in human trafficking.
“These files need to be scrutinized to complete
investigations that are likely to commence by the
end of this week or the beginning of the next,”
the sources added, justifying the delay to the
time needed to provide the data the public pros-
ecution requests from relevant bodies. “Once all
data is provided, suspects will be summoned for
interrogation,” the sources stressed.  

Oil price up

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by
36 cents to $44.10 per barrel Tuesday after it
was at $43.74 pb Monday, said the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday.
Globally, the price of the Brent crude went up by
28 cents to $44.43 per barrel, the same case with
the West Texas Intermediate, which rose by 69
cents to $41.70 pb.

Fifteen sales contracts renewed through virtual meetings
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Kuwait E-Sports
Club meets,
appoints new 
board members
KUWAIT: The Board of Directors of the Kuwait E-
Sports Club appointed key leadership positions in
its first meeting held recently. Abdullah Al-Ali was
selected as Chairman, Khalid Al-Hathran as Vice-
Chairman, Faisal Abul as Board Secretary, Nada Al-
Gharabally as Treasurer, Abdullah Al-Manie as
Assistant Board Secretary, Nasser Al-Hassawi as
Assistant Treasurer and Abdullah Mandani as a
Board member.

During its meeting, the Board approved its offi-
cial logo and assigned the Chairman to become the
official spokesperson of the club. After the meeting,
Ali wished for the speedy recovery of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, praying to Allah Almighty to return him to
Kuwait in good health and wellness.

Ali expressed his pride in being the first chair-
man and spokesperson of the Kuwait E-Sports
Club, which is the first of its kind in Kuwait. It was
established as a specialized club for electronic
sports by decision number 12 for 2020 by the Board
of Directors of the Public Authority for Sport.

Ali stated that the growing importance of elec-

tronic media, internet applications and social media
has impacted the daily lifestyle of various members
of society. “As electronic games become a common
pastime for many youngsters and kids, many inter-
national corporations started exploiting the ele-
ments of adventure, challenge, enthusiasm and
curiosity in these games to promote values and
ideas that are foreign to and contradict with the
culture, customs and traditions of the Kuwaiti socie-
ty. This was done either for financial gains or to
impose alien values on our society,” he said.

The club will focus on creating the right environ-
ment to allow its members to utilize their spare time
in practicing e-sports as well as social, cultural and
recreational activities. This is obviously one of its
main objectives and a driver for its establishment.
Besides that, another fundamental principle for
establishing the club is community service. The
Kuwait E-Sports Club aims to become a safe and
effective gateway for protecting society against the
hazards of online gaming.   This should give more
confidence and comfort to parents when their kids
and family members use online gaming applications
through the club.

The Kuwait E-Sports Club aims to become a
platform for others to benchmark against in terms of
organizing and coordinating various e-sports activ-
ities such as tournaments, competitions, training
programs, and camps both in Kuwait and beyond.

The club’s spokesperson emphasized that all of
this is in line with the general policy of the state and
its plan to focus on youth and sports. This is also in
accordance with the club’s articles of association
and the rules and regulations that govern its activi-

ties as it is considered a sports association for elec-
tronic sports. Ali further noted that many neighbor-
ing Arab and regional countries have already estab-
lished specialized entities for electronic sports.  This
might be due to the false belief that electronic
games are for entertainment purposes only.

E-sports are now considered physical, mental
and psychological activities and there is a growing
global trend to formally recognize them as a form of
sports. Thus, the Public Authority for Sport has tak-
en a timely step to establish, for the first time ever,
the Kuwait E-Sports Club as a specializing sports
club that is considered a national sports association.

The Chairman thanked and acknowledged the
honorable work of the Public Authority for Sport
and namely its Director General and his deputy

for their knowledge and understanding of the
importance of establishing a specialized club for
electronic sports. They were both instrumental in
securing a decision by the Board of Directors of
the Public Authority for Sport, headed by Minister
for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri to authorize
the establishment of the Kuwait E-Sports Club
and publishing its articles of association in the
official gazette.

He also stated that the honor of representing
Kuwait in the various fields and activities of elec-
tronic sports locally and internationally is a heavy
responsibility that propels the club to seek achieve-
ments that are deserved by the State of Kuwait and
its citizens. The club announced that it receives
inquiries on info1@kuwait-esports.com.

KUWAIT: Members of the Board of Directors of the Kuwait E-Sports Club.


