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Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 69,425 cases 
infected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as 
of yesterday, in addition to 468 deaths. With the 
exception of 128 cases in intensive care, all infected 
cases are in stable condition and are recovering in 
quarantined locations designated by the govern-
ment for this purpose, while tens of thousands have 
been discharged from quarantine after exhibiting 
no symptoms during their 14-day quarantine peri-
od, the Ministry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 
60,906 people have recovered completely after 
previously being infected with the virus, while 
there are 8,051 people receiving treatment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait moved to the third phase of a five-phase 
plan for a gradual return to normal life on June 28, 
2020. The curfew is set from 9:00 pm to 3:00 am, 
government and private offices are able to operate 
with up to 50 percent capacity, mosques are 
allowed to host Friday prayers with strict social 
distancing and health precautions observed, malls 
can operate from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm, taxis are 
allowed to resume operations but they are allowed 
to carry only one passenger, while resorts, hotels 
and furnished apartment businesses are allowed to 
reopen. The first phase included a total lockdown 
on Farwaniya, Khaitan, and Hawally, joining 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh which were put 
under lockdown earlier. The lockdown ended in 
Hawally and Khaitan on June 21, 2020, in 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh on July 9,2020, 
and in Farwaniya on July 26, 2020.  

 
Commercial flights 

Commercial flights resumed on August 1, while 
the airport will operate at 30 percent capacity 
during the six-month first phase of a three-stage 
airport reopening plan. However, flights to and 
from the following countries are suspended until 
further notice: Armenia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Nepal, Northern 
Macedonia, Panama, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, 
Serbia, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka and Syria. 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation pre-
sented a set of rules for the safe resumption of air 
travel. The new rules mandate all travelers to wear 
protective facemasks and keep a hand sanitizer in 
their possession, besides strictly abiding by social 
distancing guidelines and keeping hand luggage to 

a minimum. Departing passengers are required to 
register to the ‘Kuwait Mosafer’ app, and provide 
negative COVID-19 test results before boarding 
their flights to destinations where such tests are 
required. Citizens are also required to obtain travel 
insurance that covers COVID-19 treatment. 
Manual checks of tickets have now been scaled 
back as a result of the pandemic in favor of the 
more popular digital e-tickets, whose scanning 
requires no physical contact. Passengers must be 
present at the airport no less than four hours 
before departure to ensure a smooth and conven-
ient journey. 

Meanwhile, arriving passengers must register to 
the ‘Shlonik’ app before boarding, and obtain an 
accredited PCR certificate showing negative 
COVID-19 test results valid for 96 hours from the 
test’s date. Passengers will have their temperatures 
checked before boarding the plane and upon 
arrival, while a random PCR test will be conducted 
for 10 percent of passengers on each flight. All 
arriving passengers must home quarantine for 14 
days upon arrival. Kuwait had earlier sent special 
flights to repatriate Kuwaitis back home from 
countries affected with the virus’ spread. 
Meanwhile, the Cabinet announced on April 9 the 
operation of all airline flights for expats who are 
wishing to return back to their countries. Kuwait 
suspended issuing entry permits and visas unless 
those issued through diplomatic missions.  

 
School year ended 

The Ministry of Education announced on July 
17 ending the 2019-2020 school year, with the 
remaining part of the curriculum of the year’s sec-
ond half will be integrated into the first chapter of 
the next academic year 2020-2021 virtually effec-
tive as of October 4, after modifying the curricu-
lum. Pre-school pupils, students of elementary and 
intermediate levels will be promoted to the higher 
classes. As to the high school level, students who 
desire to improve their grades can re-enroll in the 
scholastic year. As to grade 12, the remaining peri-
od of the second semester of the 2019-2020 
school year was set at six weeks, while curricula 
were amended in tandem with the complementary 
study period, due between August 9 and 
September 17, and that will be via electronic 
means. Students’ assessment will be on weekly 
basis through interaction and virtual presence at 
the set educational website. The ministry is still 
expected to release regulations regarding the start 
of the 2020/2021 school year at foreign private 

schools. Earlier, the Ministry of Education had sus-
pended classes at all public and private schools 
(for both students and teaching staffs); first from 
March 1 to March 12, and later extended it until 
March 29, before eventually suspending schools 
until August for grade 12 and October for other 
stages. 

 
Hotlines 

The Ministry of Health has set the following 
hotlines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 
24/7: 24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hot-
lines to receive inquiries on school closures related 
to the anti-coronavirus measures: 
 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational 
Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 

 
Medicine delivery 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a 
new medicine delivery service for people in 
Kuwait, which they can use to order medications 
to be delivered during curfew hours. The medica-
tions will be delivered within 72 hours after the 
order is submitted. To place an order, patients 
should send a WhatsApp to the numbers for the 
hospitals and medical centers as listed below. The 
patient should include their name, Civil ID number, 
hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone num-
ber and the medicine needed to the following num-
bers: 

Amiri Hospital: 50880699 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755 
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852 
Adan Hospital: 50880908 
Jahra Hospital: 50881066 
Sabah Hospital: 97632660 
Jaber Hospital: 96992079 
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948 
Chest Hospital: 99258749 
Razi Hospital: 97633487 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242 

Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113 
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037 
Maternity Hospital: 98559531 
As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 

98514508 
Zain Hospital: 97552031 
NBK Hospital: 96931761 
Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470 
Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164 
Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469 
KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363 
 
Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in Kuwait 

delivering medicine are allowed to continue their 
services 24 hours a day. The Ministry of Health is 
also asking doctors and nurses affiliated with the 
private medical sector to volunteer in order to 
contribute to the fight against the virus. 
Volunteering is available through the link: 
http://volunteering.q8-ehealth.com. The ministry 
had closed all private clinics and medical centers 
effective March 22, 2020 until further notice. 

 
Mental health assistance 

The Kuwait Center for Mental Health provides 
help through its suicide hotline: 24621770 (8 am - 
5 pm). Meanwhile, the Kuwait Psychological 
Association (KPA) is providing consultation 
through the phone for people suffering from the 
psychological impacts of coronavirus. Different 
doctors are working on the hotline in different tim-
ings as follows: 

Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168. 

Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00 
am. Call 9904-8258. 

Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 
Call 9938-5350. 

Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team): 
daily 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470. 

Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 
Call 9910-7965. 

Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and 
Wednesday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108. 

Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday 7:00 
pm - 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908. 

Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm - 
12:00 am. Call 6770-9434. 

Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and 
Wednesday 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088. 

For information and other concerns, call 
9401-4283.  
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medical supplies to Lebanon, Amiri Diwan 

Minister Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah said.  
Kuwait’s foreign ministry said in a statement that 

Kuwait reaffirms complete solidarity with Lebanon. 
“The State of Kuwait is following with great sorrow 
and pain the huge explosion that took place today 
afternoon in the Lebanese capital, Beirut, killing and 
injuring tens of people and causing severe material 
damage,” the ministry statement said on Tuesday. 
Kuwait, it affirmed, fully supports Lebanon in the 
face of this “painful incident” in order to “overcome 
its ramifications”. Kuwait, it added, stands by the 
“Lebanese brothers to preserve their security and 
stability”. 

Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
expressed condolences to his Lebanese counterpart 
Hamad Hassan on the deadly Beirut port blast in a 
phone call Tuesday. During the call, Sheikh Basel 
stated that based on the directives of HH the Deputy 

Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf, and based on 
Kuwait’ solidarity with the brothers in Lebanon, 
Kuwait would provide urgent medical assistance to 
confront the effects of the huge explosion and over-
come its repercussions.  

The minister called on his counterpart in Lebanon 
to provide Kuwait with a list of medicines and urgent 
medical needs. The Lebanese minister thanked 
brothers in Kuwait for this generous initiative, wish-
ing a speedy recovery for HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem 
also expressed condolences to his Lebanese coun-
terpart Nabih Berri on Tuesday. Ghanem, in a cable 
to Berri, reaffirmed solidarity of the Kuwaiti people 
with the Lebanese people in these “difficult” circum-
stances. He prayed for Allah to have mercy on the 
dead and wished speedy recovery of the injured.  

“We’ve had some dark days in Lebanon over the 
years but this is something else,” said Rami Rifai, a 
38-year-old engineer, speaking to AFP from a hospi-
tal where his two daughters were receiving treatment 
after sustaining cuts despite being half a kilometer 
from the site of the blast. “We already had the eco-
nomic crisis, a government of thieves and coron-
avirus. I didn’t think it could get worse but now I 
don’t know if this country can get up again. Everyone 

is going to try to leave. I will try to leave,” he said, his 
voice choked by tears.  

In the areas closest to the port, the amount of 
destruction caused by the long years of civil war 
between 1975 and 1990 was achieved in a second by 
a blast that leveled buildings within a radius of sever-
al hundred meters. One resident of Mar Mikhail, one 
of the most affected neighborhoods, said she saw 
bodies strewn in the middle of the street, apparently 
thrown off balconies and rooftops by the blast. Many 
people were watching and filming with their phones 
after an earlier and smaller explosion was heard in 
the port and ignited a fire. 

 
‘The Apocalypse’  

The resulting footage, which was widely shared 
on social media, shows a ball of fire and smoke rising 
above Beirut and a white shockwave engulfing 
everything around it. The mushroom-shaped explo-
sion - which seismologists said was logged as the 
equivalent of a 3.3 magnitude quake - and the scope 
of the damage drew nuclear analogies in many peo-
ple’s accounts of the tragedy. “The Apocalypse” read 
the headline of L’Orient-Le Jour, the main French-
language daily in Lebanon, a country that has seen 
its share of explosions in its recent past, but none 
quite this big. 

The embattled government of Prime Minister 
Hassan Diab described the circumstances at the port 
that led to the explosion as “unacceptable” and 
vowed to investigate. “Those responsible for this 
catastrophe will pay the price,” he said. Messages of 
support poured in from around the world for 
Lebanon, whose economy was already on its knees 
after defaulting on sovereign debt earlier this year. 

A crippling devaluation has sent poverty levels 
soaring to an estimated 50 percent of the population 
and for a country so heavily reliant on imports, the 
obliteration of the main port signaled more hardship 
ahead. Criticism of the government was already rife 
on social media, where Lebanese users argued that a 
disaster of such magnitude could only strike in a 
state whose institutions are crippled by incompe-
tence and corruption. 

Late Tuesday, thousands of families drove out of 
Beirut to take their families to safety, but many others 
were left stranded without a roof, unable to go any-
where or unwilling to leave their gutted homes open 
to looters. The rescue effort was slowed at night by 
the lack of electricity, which was already intermittent 
at best in much of the city before the explosion. The 
security forces sealed off a huge area around the 
blast site, turning away residents trying to reach their 
homes to assess the damage. —  Agencies   

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah on Tuesday received a phone call from 
Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad Al-Saud, the 
Saudi Minister of State and Cabinet Member. Prince 
Turki inquired about the health of His Highness the 

Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
wishing him everlasting health and wellbeing. In his 
reply, His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince expressed heartfelt gratitude to Prince Turki 
for the gracious sentiments, wishing him lifelong 
health and welfare.  

Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf received 
a cable from President of Cuba Miguel Diaz-Canel, 
in which he inquired about the health of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, wishing him long-lasting health and well-
being. In return, His Highness the Deputy Amir and 

Crown Prince sent a cable to the Cuban President, 
expressing gratitude for the sincere gesture and 
wished him good health and welfare. His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf exchanged similar cables with 
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and Guinea 
Bissau President Umaro Sissoco Embalo. — KUNA

Kuwait Deputy Amir receives call 
from Prince Turki on Amir’s health

Sheikh Nawaf receives cables from Cuba, Venezuela, Guinea Bissau presidents

Utter devastation 
as toll from...
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The minister denied the charges and insisted these 

were merely draft proposals initiated by the entire gov-
ernment that would not be implemented in full or part 
without the prior approval of the National Assembly. 
But MPs Rakan Al-Nasef, Omar Al-Tabtabaei, 
Mubarak Al-Hajraf, Ahmad Al-Fadhl, Safa Al-Hashem 
and Khalil Al-Saleh, in addition to Khaled Al-Shatti, 
Salah Khorshed, Saleh Ashour and Adasani himself 
filed the no-confidence motion against the minister. 

Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said voting on the 
motion will take place on Aug 12. Those vying to oust 
the minister need at least 25 MPs to vote the minister 
out of office. A second grilling against Interior Minister 
Anas Al-Saleh by MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri was post-
poned for two weeks at the request of the minister, 
who insisted it will be held in public. 

No-confidence...
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“Modi has certainly been India’s most transfor-

mative leader in recent memory,” Micheal Kugelman, 
from the Wilson Center, told AFP, making him “wild-
ly popular, but also highly controversial and quite 
divisive”.  

The holy city of Ayodhya in northern India has 
long been a religious tinderbox, providing the spark 
for some of its worst sectarian violence. In 1992, a 
Hindu mob destroyed a centuries-old mosque there 
that they believed had been built on the birthplace 
of Ram, an important deity. This triggered religious 
r iots that  ki l led 2,000 people, most of  them 
Muslims. 

A lengthy legal battle ensued, but in November - 

in a major victory for Modi’s BJP party - India’s top 
court awarded the site to Hindus, allowing a temple 
“touching the sky” to be built. Yesterday’s elaborate 
religious ceremony was shown live on television and 
was reportedly set to be beamed in Times Square in 
New York. Small celebrations also took place across 
India. 

A masked Modi, 69, shared the stage with the head 
of the RSS, the militaristic hardline Hindu group that is 
parent to the BJP and which Modi joined as a young 
man. “Not only mankind, but the entire universe, all 
the birds and animals, are enthralled by this golden 
moment,” chanted the main priest. “(Modi) is going to 
make his position permanently in history purely on the 
strength of this temple,” his biographer Nilanjan 
Mukhopadhyay told AFP. 

Further cementing Modi’s place in his country’s 
annals is Kashmir, divided between India and Pakistan 
since 1947 and the spark for two wars and the source 
of much bloodshed. The BJP had long seen the special 
status enjoyed by the part of Kashmir controlled by 
India as a historical wrong, and on August 5 last year, 

Modi abolished it. An accompanying security opera-
tion turned the region into a fortress for weeks, with 
all telecommunications cut and thousands taken into 
custody. 

Even now, India has “maintained stifling restraints 
on Kashmiris in violation of their basic rights”, 
according to Human Rights Watch. People from out-
side Kashmir are now being granted the right to buy 
land for the first time. This has ignited fears that Modi 
wants to change Kashmir’s demographic makeup with 
an Israel-style “settler” project. 

Fearing protests ahead of the anniversary, on 
Tuesday thousands of Indian troops imposed a tight 
curfew in Kashmir. The streets were all but deserted 
the following morning. In Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir, Prime Minister Imran Khan - who on 
Tuesday released a new map showing all of Kashmir 
as part of Pakistan - was due to lead a protest march. 
“We will never accept, and neither will the Kashmiris, 
the illegal Indian actions and oppression of the 
Kashmiri people,” said Khan in a statement released 
yesterday. — AFP 

Modi enjoys twin 
triumphs for...


