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Utter devastation as toll from  
Beirut monster blast tops 100 
Deputy Amir sends medical supplies • Kuwait reaffirms solidarity with Lebanon 

BEIRUT: Rescuers searched for survivors in Beirut 
yesterday after a cataclysmic explosion at the port 
sowed devastation across entire neighborhoods, 
killing more than 100 people, wounding thousands 
and plunging Lebanon deeper into crisis. The blast, 
which appeared to have been caused by a fire igniting 
2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate left unsecured in a 
warehouse, was felt as far away as Cyprus, some 240 

km to the northwest. 
The scale of the destruction was such that the 

Lebanese capital resembled the scene of an earth-
quake, with thousands of people left homeless and 
thousands more cramming into overwhelmed hospi-
tals for treatment. Officials did not say what caused 
the blaze that set off the blast. A security source and 
media said it was started by welding work being car-

ried out on a hole in the warehouse. The blast has left 
300,000 people homeless and caused damage across 
half of the city estimated to cost more than $3 billion, 
Beirut Governor Marwan Aboud told AFP yesterday. 

HH the Deputy Amir of Kuwait and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on 
Tuesday sent a cable of condolences to Lebanese 
President Michel Aoun, in which he expressed condo-

lences over the victims of the blast, reiterating 
Kuwait’s sympathies with Lebanon and praying to 
Almighty Allah that He bestows His mercy on the vic-
tims and for the speedy recovery of the injured. HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable to Aoun. HH the 
Deputy Amir also instructed the dispatch of urgent  
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BEIRUT: A destroyed silo is seen yesterday amid the rubble and debris following Tuesday’s blast at the port of Lebanon’s capital. — AFP (See Page 6)

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Ten lawmakers on Tuesday filed a no-
confidence motion against Finance Minister Barrak 
Al-Sheetan for allegedly proposing to raise charges 
on public services as part of a government austerity 
program in the face of low oil prices. MP Riyadh Al-
Adasani grilled the minister for the second time in a 
few weeks over almost the same issues, but this time 
accused the minister of attempting to overburden 
citizens with additional charges. 
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KUWAIT: Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan is seen 
during his grilling at the National Assembly on 
Tuesday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

No-confidence  
motion filed 
against Sheetan

AYODHYA, India: Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi took center 
stage yesterday at a ceremony laying 
the foundations for a temple at a 
flashpoint holy site exactly a year 
after imposing direct rule on Muslim-
majority Kashmir - twin triumphs for 
his Hindu nationalist government. The 
site at Ayodhya, and divided Kashmir, 
have been two of the most divisive 
communal issues of the past 30 years 
in India, and Modi has attempted to 

draw a line under both. 
For his fans, both steps confirm 

Modi - elected to a second-straight 
term in a landslide last year - as a 
decisive, visionary and heroic leader, 
and India’s most important in decades. 
His critics see him as remolding the 
officially secular country of 1.3 billion 
as a Hindu nation at the expense of 
India’s 200 million Muslims, and tak-
ing it an authoritarian direction. 
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NEW DELHI: People watch a live telecast on screen from Ayodhya of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi taking part in a Hindu religious ritual during a ground-
breaking ceremony of the Ram Temple yesterday. — AFP 

Modi enjoys twin 
triumphs for nationalists

By Nawara Fattahova 
 

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) has reached a tentative service 
agreement for flights between Kuwait and India. 
Kuwait Times has viewed and verified a letter of 
acceptance for temporary service agreements 

between the two countries that would allow flights 
to resume from August until October with a capaci-
ty of 500 seats per day for Kuwaiti airlines. The let-
ter is dated July 30, 2020. 

Kuwait Times earlier reported that the two coun-
tries had agreed to the establishment of a ‘transport 
bubble’ that would allow the resumption of flights. 
However, a final agreement and implementation of 
the plan has not yet been reached. According to the 
proposal, the specific seat capacities per day for the 
national carriers of Kuwait starting from August 10, 
2020 until October 24, 2020 will be 300 seats for 
Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) and 200 seats 
for Jazeera Airways.    

According to Yousef Al-Fouzan, Director General 

of DGCA, Kuwait is still waiting to receive the 
approval from India for this plan. “We are also wait-
ing for the Indian civil aviation to provide the seat 
capacities per day for the Indian carriers that will 
operate to/from Kuwait International Airport,” he 
told Kuwait Times. 

Commercial flights resumed at Kuwait 
International Airport (departures and arrivals) on 
Aug 1, with a total operational capacity of 30 per-
cent and a maximum number of passengers at 
10,000 (both arrivals and departures). According to 
the government’s reopening plan, this is phase 1 for 
commercial flights and should last until Jan 31, 2020, 
at which point the airport will enter phase 2 with a 
50 percent capacity of operations. 

Kuwait, India  
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