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Even the PM’s a fast bowler: 
Pakistan cricket’s need for speed

Jacob deGrom strikes out 10 as 
Mets end skid with win over Braves

Svechnikov hat trick 
lifts Hurricanes1514 15
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ORLANDO: Anthony Davis scored 42 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds Monday, and the Los Angeles
Lakers clinched the No. 1 seed in the Western
Conference playoffs with a 116-108 victory over the
Utah Jazz at the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex
near Orlando. LeBron James contributed 22 points and
nine assists, and Dwight Howard added 11 points as the
Lakers improved to 2-1 in restart games, rebounding
from a loss to the defending champion Toronto
Raptors on Saturday. Donovan Mitchell scored 33
points, 21 of which came in the first half, and Mike
Conley added 24 as the Jazz lost their second consec-
utive game after winning the opening game of the
NBA’s return in central Florida tomorrow.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 132 - SAN 
ANTONIO SPURS 130

Shake Milton hit a 3-pointer with 7.2 seconds
remaining to lift Philadelphia past San Antonio. Joel

Embiid led the Sixers with 27 points and nine
rebounds. Tobias Harris scored 25 points, and Josh
Richardson added 19 as the 76ers improved to 40-27.
Milton scored 16 points after going scoreless in a six-
point loss to the Indiana Pacers on Saturday. DeMar
DeRozan paced the Spurs with 30 points, Rudy Gay
added 24 and Derrick White had 20. Keldon Johnson
contributed a career-best 15.

DENVER NUGGETS 121 - OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER 113 (OT)

Nikola Jokic scored eight of his 30 points in over-
time to help Denver to a win over Oklahoma City. With
the Nuggets down three starters due to injury — Will
Barton (knee), Gary Harris (hip) and Jamal Murray
(hamstring) — Michael Porter Jr. moved into the start-
ing lineup and had a career game, leading Denver with
37 points. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led the Thunder
with 24 points, 14 in the fourth quarter. 

TORONTO RAPTORS 107 - MIAMI HEAT 103
Fred VanVleet scored a career-high 36 points, lead-

ing Toronto to a win over Miami. Raptors forward
Pascal Siakam had 22 points, although he was held to
just seven in the second half. Toronto also got 15 points
off the bench from Serge Ibaka, and Kyle Lowry fin-
ished with 14 points, eight rebounds and five assists.
Miami was led by Goran Dragic’s 25 points, five
rebounds and five assists. The Heat also got 17 points
from Kelly Olynyk and 16 points each from Jimmy
Butler and Jae Crowder.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 109 - MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES 99

Rookie Zion Williamson scored six of his 23
points down the stretch as New Orleans held off
Memphis. Brandon Ingram led the Pelicans with 24
points, JJ Redick had 16, and Josh Hart and Jrue
Holiday scored 15 each. Jaren Jackson Jr. led

Memphis with 22 points, and Grayson Allen scored
17 (all in the first half). New Orleans won for the first
time in the restart to tighten the battle for the final
playoff spot in the Western Conference. The Grizzlies
fell to 0-3 in the restart and saw their hold on eighth
place continue to shrink.

INDIANA PACERS 111 - WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS 100

T.J. Warren recorded a game-high 34 points as
Indiana scored 22 of the final 24 points in the third
quarter to pull away from Washington. Malcolm
Brogdon chipped in with 20 points, and a team-high
six assists for the Pacers, who have won both their
games since the restart of the NBA season. Thomas
Bryant had 20 points to pace the Wizards, who fell to
the brink of elimination from the Eastern Conference
playoff chase with their third straight loss in central
Florida. —Reuters

ORLANDO: Jordan Clarkson #00 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball against the Los Angeles Lakers on Monday at The Arena at ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida. —AFP

Lakers clinch top seed with win over Jazz

Tennis returns as 
service resumes 
at Palermo WTA
PALERMO: The stadium announcer at Palermo
on Monday wished a warm and welcome return
to tennis lovers as the WTA tournament in Italy
started five months after the last one, with bot-
tles of hand sanitiser attached to the nets.

The event comes just weeks before the US
Open and Roland Garros double-header but lost
original top seed Simona Halep to l ingering

health concerns while an unnamed player with-
drew from qualifying after testing positive for
COVID-19. There were some 350 fans allowed
into a venue that normally holds 1,500.

Sofia Kenin and Elina Svitolina captured titles
on March 8, the last day of competitive matches
before the circuit was put on hold as the tennis
calendar was shaken upside down.

The prestigious Indian Wells event in the
California desert became the first competition
axed due to the pandemic. The French Open was
then moved to late September with Wimbledon
cancelled for the first time since World War II.

When Croat ia ’s  Donna Vekic and the
Netherlands’ Arantxa Rus took to the clay-court
late on Monday some 150 days after the sport’s

hiatus started they were not wearing face masks.
After Vekic won there was a video press-con-

ference where she told media she was happy to
have remembered how to play tennis.

“It’s weird, sometimes funny with all the proto-
cols, masks on your face, visors and screens in the
transport,” she said. “Of course it’s necessary, but
so different from before — it seems unreal,” she
said. The line judges and umpire were masked and
the players had to stand behind a social distancing
line to approach them. The stands in Sicily are
cleared and disinfected after each match.

Players in the second meeting were told
politely to wear their masks during the rest peri-
ods and to sanitise their hands from the dispens-
ing bottles attached to the net poles.

There were hand gel bottles placed every-
where in the passages between the seats and in
the entrances. Hand shaking or hugging after the
matches is forbidden with players tapping rack-
ets over the net from a safe distance.

Top seed Petra Martic, who faces Alison van
Uytvanck on Tuesday, said it was an honour to
be back. “It’s been so long since I was at a tour-
nament, so long since I played, so long since I
got this adrenaline rush from playing. It’s a privi-
lege being back on court,” she said.

The men must wait until  the Western and
Southern Open — moved from its traditional
Cincinnati  home to New York — begins on
August 22, after the tournament in Washington
DC was called off. —AFP


