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JALALABAD: At least 29 people were killed in a raid
on an Afghan prison claimed by the Islamic State
group, officials said Monday, as the country waited
to see if a government ceasefire with the Taleban
would rupture after its formal expiration. Fighting fi-
nally ended at mid-afternoon at the jail in the eastern
city of Jalalabad, where about 1,700 IS and Taleban
inmates were being held. 

IS’s news outlet Amaq said its fighters were behind
the raid that had started with a suicide car bomb at-
tack, and saw more than 1,000
inmates escape before most of
them were recaptured. The at-
tack was the most violent inci-
dent since the Taleban and
Afghan security forces held a
three-day ceasefire over the
Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha
which ended Sunday. IS was not
part of the truce which Afghan
authorities hoped would pave
the way for peace talks with the Taleban as early as
this week.

An AFP correspondent who toured the prison
after the attack ended saw bodies of some attackers
and inmates lying in the prison compound. The en-
trance to the jail was blown up by the initial car bomb
attack. Several cells were burnt and damaged, while
some had prisoners inside. The Nangarhar governor’s
spokesman Attaullah Khogyani told AFP that 29 peo-
ple had died in the fighting. Officials said a total of 10
attackers were also killed.

Meanwhile, the government accused the Taleban

of violating the ceasefire 38 times over the three-day
truce. Interior ministry spokesman Tareq Arian said
the insurgents had killed 20 civilians and wounded 40
by “carrying out terrorist and offensive attacks as
well as using landmines”. The Taleban rejected his
charges. Under a deal signed by the Taleban and the
United States in February, the “intra-Afghan” talks
were supposed to start in March. Talks however were
delayed amid political infighting in Kabul, and as an
agreed prisoner swap dragged on.

Prisoner release 
Both Kabul and the Taleban

have signaled they could be
ready to start talks after Eid,
and the Afghan government on
Sunday offered to extend the
ceasefire. The insurgents have
not formally responded. The
biggest hurdle to talks starting
is a contentious prisoner swap

stipulated under the US-Taleban deal. Under the ex-
change, Kabul is meant to free around 5,000 Taleban
prisoners in return for 1,000 Afghan security person-
nel held captive by the insurgents.

The National Security Council said Sunday that
more than 4,900 inmates have been freed, and the
Taleban last week said they had already met their side
of the commitment. Afghan authorities, however, have
refused to free about 400 Taleban inmates accused
of serious crimes such as murder and even attacks
against foreign countries. A gathering of Afghan eld-
ers will decide their fate on August 7 in Kabul, Pres-

ident Ashraf Ghani’s spokesman said.
Sediq Sediqqi said Washington had told Kabul

that if it freed 4,600 Taleban prisoners the peace
talks could begin. “We don’t see any honesty and
commitment from the Taleban for peace,” Sediqqi
told reporters. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
eager for a diplomatic win ahead of elections, dis-
cussed the prisoner issue by videoconference Mon-

day with Taleban chief negotiator Mullah Baradar, in-
surgent spokesman Suhail Shaheen said. The US
State Department would not comment.

The rare respite from violence over Eid gave some
Afghans the opportunity to safely visit relatives after
long periods apart. “I managed to visit my village for
the first time in two years,” said Khalil Ahmad from
volatile Uruzgan province. —AFP

Prison raid mars relative calm 
in Afghanistan after ceasefire 

At least 29 people were killed in a raid

JALALABAD: Afghan soldiers arrive with their Humvee vehicle outside a prison during an ongoing raid in
Jalalabad on August 3, 2020. — AFP 

HONG KONG: China’s new security law has cast a
threatening shadow over Hong Kong’s dynamic book
industry, with anxious publishers combing through
back catalogues for potentially “subversive” material,
and looking to Taiwan as a safe haven for printing fresh
titles. The city has long been a refuge for intellectuals,
free from the authoritarian grip of the Chinese main-
land’s communist leaders. But that status is at risk of
crumbling as Beijing’s new legislation sends fresh jitters
through a publishing industry already wary of over-
stepping China’s red lines.

“Major publishing and printing houses now dare not
touch a project like ours,” said Woody, one of a group
of journalists putting together a book of interviews
with witnesses of Hong Kong’s explosive pro-democ-
racy protests last year. The team were forced to review
the entire contents of the title-”Our Last Evolution”-
after Beijing served notice of the law in June, and three
writers subsequently requested changes. “For the rest,

it’s not that they don’t have any fear, they just don’t
know what specifically they should worry about,” he
said, asking to use just a first name.

Beijing has made no secret of its dislike of the books
that roll off printing presses in Hong Kong, often paint-
ing an unflattering and at times salacious picture of
many Chinese officials. In 2015, five Hong Kong book-
sellers offering gossip-filled tomes vanished-including
one from Thailand-before resurfacing in mainland cus-
tody making “confessions”. One skipped bail and went
public with a story of kidnapping and lengthy interro-
gations. He has since fled to Taiwan. The climate of fear
has only intensified under the new law, which uses
vague language to target secession, subversion, ter-
rorism and collusion with foreign forces.

Public and school libraries have already started
pulling books deemed inappropriate or legally risky,
including those by prominent democracy activists such
as Joshua Wong. Breakazine, a quarterly magazine ex-
ploring social problems in Hong Kong, cancelled pub-
lication of its latest issue and suspended production of
the next one. It said it had obtained legal opinion and
was forced to act due to “uncertainties” in the imple-
mentation of the new law.

The answer, say some publishers, is Taiwan, the
nearby self-ruled democratic island that Beijing claims
but has yet to bring under Communist Party rule. Taipei
publisher Liu Gi said the “Our Last Evolution” team

was one of a number working on books about the
Hong Kong protests that came knocking on his door
in June as the law was being formulated. Liu, who runs
Alone Publishing as a one-man operation, said it sig-
nalled an ironic switch for Hong Kong, which previ-
ously served as a publishing haven for Taiwanese
literature when the island endured decades of author-
itarian rule.—AFP 

Jittery Hong Kong’s 
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TOKYO: The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki capped six years of top-secret work by scientists
from Europe and North America. Here is an overview of
how that process unfolded.

Einstein warning 
In 1939, Albert Einstein signs a letter warning US

president Franklin D. Roosevelt of the destructive poten-
tial of nuclear fission, which was discovered by the Ger-
man chemist Otto Hahn. The letter says the process could
result in “extremely powerful bombs of a new type”. Roo-
sevelt creates the Advisory Body on Uranium.

Pearl Harbor 
On December 7, 1941, Japanese warplanes destroy

much of the US Pacific fleet based at Pearl Harbor. The
next day, the United States enters World War II.

The Manhattan Project
In August 1942, the US officially launches a top-secret

programme to develop an atomic bomb. The project,
which had been approved the previous year, comes to be
known as the “Manhattan Project”. Approximately two
billion dollars are spent to achieve its goal. In 1943,
Robert Oppenheimer is named scientific director of a se-
cret lab at Los Alamos, New Mexico that is to build the
bomb. The project includes top physicists from the US,
Britain and Canada, in addition to several who fled the
Nazi occupation of their homelands in Europe.

Potential targets 
Around spring 1945, possible targets are evaluated

and a list drawn up of Japanese cities that could be hit
with an atomic bomb. At the top of the list is Japan’s sev-
enth-largest city, Hiroshima. Kyoto is rejected as a target
owing largely to its historic and cultural importance.

Conventional bombs 
On March 9-10, 1945, US warplanes carry out massive

firebombing attacks on Tokyo and other major Japanese
cities. Around 100,000 people die in the capital alone.

Battle of Okinawa
On March 26, the battle of Okinawa begins. More

than 100,000 Japanese soldiers and a similar number
of civilians die over the next three months, while 12,000
US soldiers are also killed. The battle is used by US of-
ficials to justify using atomic bombs, since an invasion
of mainland Japan is forecast to result in an even higher
cost. On April 12, Roosevelt dies and Harry Truman be-
comes president of the United States and learns of the
“Manhattan Project”.

German surrender 
On May 8, Germany surrenders, but fighting continues

in Asia and the Pacific.
First American test 

Between May and July, components of the atomic
bombs are shipped to Tinian, an island in the Marianas
chain from where B-29 bombers are able to reach Japan.
On July 16, at 5:30 am, the “Trinity” test takes place near
Alamogordo, New Mexico, demonstrating the awesome
power of an atomic bomb and marking the dawn of the
nuclear age. On July 25, Truman agrees to a mission to
drop an atomic bomb on Japan. It included approval to
drop additional bombs as soon as they became available.

Allied ultimatum 
On July 26, in the Potsdam Declaration, Britain, China

and the United States warn Japan that it must surrender
or face “prompt and utter destruction”.  Japan decides to
“ignore” the ultimatum, although the word used -
mokusatsu -  also translates as “no comment”.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
On August 6 the US B-29 bomber “Enola Gay” drops

a 9,000-pound atomic bomb over Hiroshima at 8:15 am,
killing 140,000 people by the end of December, accord-
ing to a widely accepted toll. Truman tells Japanese lead-
ers that if they do not surrender “they may expect a rain
of ruin from the air, the like of which has never been seen
on this Earth”. On August 8, the Soviet Union declares
war on Japan. On August 9, a second atomic bomb ex-
plodes over Nagasaki at 11:02 am, killing 74,000 people.
On August 15, Japanese Emperor Hirohito tells his nation
it has lost the war. He remains on the throne during post-
war reconstruction of the country.

First Soviet bomb 
On August 29, 1949, four years after Hiroshima and

Nagasaki are destroyed, the Soviet Union successfully
tests its own atomic bomb in Kazakhstan and becomes
the world’s second nuclear power.—AFP 

HONG KONG: Customers browse in a bookstore in
Hong Kong that stocks books with sensitive
political titles that could potentially contravene the
new national security law. — AFP 

This undated handout picture released by the Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory shows an atomic
bomb of the type nicknamed ‘Little Boy’ that was
dropped by a US Army Air Force B-29 bomber on
August 6, 1945 in Hiroshima. — AFP 
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TOKYO: Japan this week marks the 75th anniversary of
the atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
which killed over 200,000 people and left many more
deeply traumatized and even stigmatized. Here are some
facts about the devastating attacks:

The bombs 
The first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in

western Japan on August 6, 1945 by the US bomber Enola
Gay. The bomb, weighing 13-16 kilotons, was nicknamed
“Little Boy” but its impact was anything but small. It det-
onated about 600 meters from the ground, with a force
equivalent to 15,000 tons of TNT, and killed 140,000
people. Tens of thousands died instantly, while others suc-
cumbed to injuries or illness in the weeks, months and
years that followed. Three days later, the US dropped a
second bomb dubbed “Fat Man” on the city of Nagasaki,
killing another 74,000 people. The attacks remain the
only time atomic bombs have been used in wartime.

The attacks 
When the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, the first

thing people noticed was an “intense ball of fire” accord-
ing to the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). Temperatures at the epicenter of the blast
reached an estimated 7,000 degrees Celsius, which
caused fatal burns within a radius of about three kilome-
ters. ICRC experts say there were cases of temporary or
permanent blindness due to the intense flash of light, and
subsequent related damage such as cataracts. A whirlwind
of heat generated by the explosion also ignited thousands
of fires that burned several square kilometers of the
largely wooden city. A firestorm that consumed all avail-
able oxygen caused more deaths by suffocation.

It has been estimated that burn- and fire-related ca-
sualties accounted for more than half of the immediate
deaths in Hiroshima. The explosion generated an enor-
mous shock wave that in some cases literally carried peo-
ple away. Others were crushed to death inside collapsed
buildings or injured or killed by flying debris. “I remember
the charred bodies of little children lying around the
hypocentre area like black rocks,” Koichi Wada, who was
18 at the time of the Nagasaki attack, has said of the
bombing.—AFP 

‘Unspeakable horror’:
Attacks on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki 

From Manhattan to 
Hiroshima: The race 
for the atom bomb 

TOKYO: As Japan marks 75 years since the devastating
attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the last generation of
nuclear bomb survivors are working to ensure their mes-
sage lives on after them. The “hibakusha”-literally “person
affected by the bomb”-have for decades been a powerful
voice calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons. There
are an estimated 136,700 left, many of whom were infants
or unborn children at the time of the attacks.

The average age of a survivor now is a little over 83,
according to Japan’s health ministry, lending an urgency
as they share their testimonies and call for a ban on nu-
clear weapons. “What we hibakusha are saying is we can’t
repeat (a nuclear attack),” 88-year-old Terumi Tanaka,
who survived the Nagasaki bombing, told AFP ahead of
the anniversaries. “To this end, we have to let people know
what we experienced, for them to hear the facts.” Tanaka
was 13 when the bomb hit his hometown. The attack on
Nagasaki killed 74,000 people and came three days after
a first bomb devastated the city of Hiroshima, killing
140,000. He has spent much of his life sharing his expe-
rience, hoping that explaining the horrors of nuclear
weapons will convince people to support a ban. 

But he recognizes that the community of those who
lived through the attacks is shrinking, and their message
will have to be passed on by others in the decades to
come. “We will all pass away, eventually,” he said. “We
set up a group called No More Hibakusha Project, which
works on preserving records as archives, including what
we’ve written... so that (the next generation) can use
them in their campaigns.”

Nuclear ban 
Tanaka worries at times that interest is fading, ac-

knowledging that speeches by hibakusha often attract
no more than a handful of people. “We do our best,” he
said. “But if no one comes, it’s a swing and a miss.” At
74, Jiro Hamasumi is among the youngest survivors of
the attacks. His mother was pregnant with him in Hi-
roshima when the bomb struck. It killed his father, most
likely instantaneously, and claimed several other relatives
in the aftermath. “Not a day goes by when I don’t think
about my father,” he said.

His knowledge of the attack comes from the accounts
of his siblings, who described the dizzying flash and ear-
splitting roar that formed the first indication the bomb
known as Little Boy had detonated. His father was at
work when the bomb hit, just a few hundred meters from
the epicenter. Hamasumi’s mother and siblings tried to
reach his office the day after but were forced back by
the “heat and smell of burned flesh”. When they finally
reached his father’s office, they found only “something
resembling his body”. All they could retrieve were a few
metal items that survived the flames-a belt buckle, a key
and part of his wallet.

Born in February 1946, Hamasumi escaped the phys-
ical effects experienced by many children exposed to
radiation in the womb. But the attack has defined his life,
and he has spent decades campaigning against nuclear
weapons. “To me, the nuclear umbrella only means the
mushroom cloud,” Hamasumi said. “Hibakusha want the
United States to apologize to us, but the proof of the
apology is nuclear abolition, we’re not after vengeance.”

Fading from memory
As the hibakusha age, they are passing the baton to

young activists, many from Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
who have grown up steeped in the memories of sur-
vivors. Mitsuhiro Hayashida, 28, is the grandchild of a
Nagasaki hibakusha and organises events for survivors
to share their stories.

He also helps oversee an international online petition
for a ban on nuclear weapons, which has garnered more
than 11 million signatures. But he too worries that the at-
tacks are fading from collective memory. “Today, the
children and grandchildren of survivors, like me, are
campaigning, but the weight of our words is probably
less than half of the testimonies of survivors,” he told
AFP. “We really need the world to move towards nuclear
abolition while atomic bomb survivors are alive.” —AFP 

75 years on, Japanese 
bomb survivors make 
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