
TikTok lovers fume 
as Trump threatens 
SAN FRANCISCO: A TikTok star pounds a beat as
she weaves lyrics mocking the idea of US President
Donald Trump banning the short-form video sharing
app. The “Trump Freestyle” post Monday by
@maya2960 quickly racked up more than a million
views and 500,000 “likes” on the popular platform
owned by China-based ByteDance. “Didn’t think this
through, little Donny, did you? Not much of a busi-
nessman,” she rapped. “You can ban this app, there’ll
be a new one. There’s supply where there’s demand.”

The lyrics included a promise that TikTok users
would not go down without a fight, citing First
Amendment protections against government censor-

ship of free speech. Another video snippet racking up
views was captioned “Me trying to convince Trump
to let us keep TikTok” and showed a woman coloring
her face orange and building a brick wall. American
comedian Elijah Daniels used Twitter to bid farewell
to his TikTok followers, giving “a big shout out to
Donald Trump for mishandling the entire pandemic”
but then taking away an app raising people’s spirits.

Twenty TikTok stars, whose combined followings
top 100 million people, posted an open letter to
Trump on Medium arguing against banning the app.
“A virtual world dominated by hate on Twitter is noth-
ing compared to the snapshots of joy and comedy on
TikTok,” read the open letter. “So instead of eliminat-
ing TikTok, why not use this opportunity to spin off
TikTok US in an IPO or sell it to a US company-let
capitalism solve this issue, not the state.”

Trump gave TikTok six weeks to sell its US opera-

tions to an American company, saying Monday it
would be “out of business” otherwise, and that the
government wanted a financial benefit from the deal.  

Some on TikTok suspect that the president’s threat is
connected to the platform’s popularity among activists,
such as those protesting racial discrimination. Legions of
K-pop fans and TikTok users took credit for upending a
Trump rally in June by block-reserving tickets with no
intention of attending the event-which wound up with an
embarrassingly low turnout.

Prior to the event in Tulsa, Oklahoma-hyped as a
major relaunch ahead of the November presidential
election-Trump’s campaign chairman tweeted that more
than a million tickets had been requested. But according
to the local fire department, just 6,200 people turned up.
“Now I don’t think it’s a coincidence after Tulsa was a
flop; out of the blue, now suddenly you, want to go
ahead and ban TikTok,” @maya2960 rapped. —AFP

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

6
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

News in brief

Heavy rain batters Mumbai 

MUMBAI: Authorities in the Indian city of Mumbai
issued a red alert yesterday and warned people not to
venture out after heavy overnight rain in the financial
hub brought flooding and travel chaos. Some suburbs
have seen more than 300 mm of rain in the 24 hours
and more heavy rain is expected over the next two
days, said India Meteorological Department (IMD)
official KS Hosalikar. The department issued a red alert
for the city for the next two days and civic authorities
advised people not to venture out unless absolutely
necessary. Trains, already running skeleton services
due to the novel coronavirus lockdown, were suspend-
ed in several places because of flooding and traffic was
disrupted on some of the city’s main roads. A landslide
swept down a slope onto a main road in a northern
suburb, media reported. —Reuters

‘Press freedom’ trial opens 

ALGIERS: The trial opened Monday of Algerian jour-
nalist Khaled Drareni, who has become a figurehead of
press freedom in the North African country, with the
prosecution calling for a four-year prison term. The
prosecutor at the Algiers court also called for Drareni’s
two co-accused to be jailed for four years, as well as
all three facing heavy fines and being stripped of their
civic rights, judicial sources said. Drareni, 40, who ran
the Casbah Tribune website and was a correspondent
for French-language television channel TV5Monde,
was arrested in March while covering an anti-govern-
ment protest. He is accused of “inciting an unarmed
gathering” and undermining the nation’s “territorial
integrity”, charges he denies.  —AFP  

Academic in Iranian jail

SYDNEY: The family of a British-Australian academic
jailed in Iran on spying charges said yesterday they
were “reassured” after Australian officials found her
well during a consular visit. Australian ambassador
Lyndall Sachs visited Kylie Moore-Gilbert on Sunday
at Qarchak prison, amid heightened concerns for the
academic’s health and welfare. Moore-Gilbert was
recently moved to the women’s prison, which is in an
old chicken-processing factory outside Tehran. A
group of her friends last week launched a public cam-
paign to win her freedom, saying that Australia’s strat-
egy of quiet diplomacy had failed. Australia’s
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade said Moore-
Gilbert was “well” and “has access to food, medical
facilities and books”.  —AFP 

Senegal newspaper ransacked 

DAKAR: Supporters of a Senegalese Muslim religious
and political leader ransacked a newspaper after it
reported Monday that the public figure was ill with
COVID-19, the newspaper said. Les Echos reported
Monday on its front page that the Tijaniyya brother-
hood’s leader Serigne Moustapha Sy, who also heads
the PUR party, was “stricken by COVID-19” and admit-
ted to the main hospital in the capital Dakar. The party
denounced the report as lies and issued a veiled warn-
ing to the newspaper. An official at the newspaper,
Cheikh Oumar Ndao, told AFP that four or five had
assailants arrived at the publication around 1:00 pm on
Monday. “They asked for the author of the article on
Moustapha Sy, issued threats and damaged equip-
ment,” including seven computers and a TV set, Oumar
Ndao told AFP. In a statement reacting to the newspa-
per’s story, PUR’s national secretary for youth, —AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s foreign minister Nassif Hitti has
resigned in protest at the government’s failure to
tackle a spiraling economic crisis, warning that if
there is no will to reform “the ship will sink”. “I have
decided to resign today as foreign minister,” Hitti
said in a statement, charging that the government
had shown no will to initiate changes demanded by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). “I partici-
pated in the government under the logic of serving
one boss, which is Lebanon,” the 67-year-old veter-
an diplomat added.

“But I found that in my country there are many
bosses and contradictory interests. “If they don’t unite
in the interest of the Lebanese people ... then the ship,
God forbid, will sink with
everyone on board,” he
added, warning that
Lebanon risked becoming
a “failed state”. His succes-
sor was named within
hours as Charbel Wahbe, a
former ambassador and
advisor to President Michel
Aoun, in an unusually swift
move for a country where
political appointments usu-
ally take months. 

Lebanon is mired in its worst economic crisis
since its 1975-1990 civil war, with runaway inflation
and bank capital controls fuelling poverty, despair
and angry street protests. Prime Minister Hasan
Diab’s government, formed in January and billed as
an administration of technocrats, has struggled to
secure international financial support. Hitti’s resig-
nation comes after France’s top diplomat Jean-Yves
Le Drian during a visit last month scolded
Lebanon’s leadership for failing to move to save the
country from collapse.

The UN’s Special Coordinator for Lebanon Jan

Kubis tweeted Monday that Hitti’s resignation sent
“quite a message.” “Will this cry of deep frustration
move #Lebanon to finally work on reforms, on
measures taking care of the Lebanese, sinking every
day deeper into poverty and desperation?” he
wrote. The outgoing foreign minister too urged offi-
cials to “reconsider many of their policies and prac-
tices so that the nation and its citizens are given pri-
ority over all other considerations”.

‘Total confusion’ 
Lebanon is grappling with a steep decline in the

value of the Lebanese pound, with nearly half the
population now living below the poverty line and

more than a third of the
workforce unemployed.
The free-falling economy
has sparked mass protests
since October against a
political class widely
accused of being incompe-
tent, corrupt and serving
sectarian rather than
national interests. The gov-
ernment, which defaulted
on its sovereign debt for
the first time in March, has

pledged an ambitious raft of reforms and two
months ago entered into bailout talks with the IMF. 

However, the negotiations have stalled, with two
top members of the government’s own team resign-
ing, allegedly in frustration at its lack of commitment
to reform. The government says it needs more than
$20 billion in external funding, which includes $11
billion pledged by donors at a Paris conference in
2018 that was never delivered due to lack of
reforms. Hitti’s resignation shows “that Lebanon is in
a state of total confusion”, said Hilal Khashan, a
professor at the American University of Beirut.

“This government of so-called technocrats has to
always refer back to those who put it in office
before it can act on any matter,” he said, meaning
that it “is not autonomous”. The latest round of
political wrangling came as Human Rights Watch
warned that the “acute economic and political cri-
sis” in Lebanon is “endangering people’s basic
rights. “Lebanon’s people are being robbed of basic
rights every day while politicians squabble over the
size of the country’s financial losses and hamper
efforts at reform,” said  Aya Majzoub, the group’s

Lebanon researcher.
Diab’s cabinet was formed with the backing of

the powerful Shiite movement Hezbollah and its
political allies, including the Free Patriotic
Movement, founded by Aoun. Lebanese media cited
several reasons for Hitti’s resignation, including
reports that he was displeased with how Lebanese
officials were encroaching on his prerogatives and
handling diplomatic ties. Hitti was reportedly side-
lined from a meeting between Le Drian, Diab and
several cabinet ministers. —AFP

There are many bosses and contradictory interests

Lebanon foreign minister resigns 
in protest at crisis management

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Foreign Minister Nassif Hitti is pictured wearing a face mask due to the coron-
avirus in his office in the capital Beirut. Hitti has announced his resignation due to the government’s
mishandling of the country’s worst crisis in decades, as premier Hasan Diab’s under-fire cabinet
struggles to secure international support. —AFP

Spanish ex-king Juan 
Carlos heads for exile 
under corruption cloud 
MADRID: Spain’s former king Juan Carlos, who is
facing investigation at home and abroad for corrup-
tion, announced Monday that he will go into exile.
The 82-year-old revealed he would leave the country
in a letter to his son, the current King Felipe VI who
accepted his decision and thanked him, the royal
palace said in a statement. “Guided by the conviction
to best serve the people of Spain, its institutions, and
you as king, I inform you of my decision at this time
to go into exile outside Spain,” Juan Carlos wrote.

“It’s a decision I take with deep anguish, but great
peace of mind,” he added. He did not say where he
would go. Probes are under way in Switzerland and
Spain where media regularly publish details of the
murky management of funds allegedly paid to the
former head of state by Saudi Arabia. Spain’s
Supreme Court announced in June an investigation to
determine the legal responsibility of the ex-monarch-
but because of the immunity he holds only for acts
committed after his abdication.

The suspicions focus on $100 million (85 million
euros) alleged to have been paid secretly into a
Swiss bank account in 2008. After a series of media
revelations, Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
spoke out in July saying “the entire Spanish popula-
tion are receiving disturbing information which is

troubling for us all, including me”. The ex-king’s
lawyer Javier Sanchez-Junco, issued a statement
Monday saying his client was not trying to escape
justice by going into exile and would remain available
to prosecutors.

Popular for decades 
Juan Carlos ascended the throne in 1975 on the

death of the fascist dictator Francisco Franco and
ruled for 38 years before abdicating in favor of his
son Felipe VI in June 2014. He was a popular figure
for decades, playing a key role in the democratic
transition from the Franco dictatorship which ruled
Spain from 1939-1975.

The Royal House website, which published the let-
ter, noted that Felipe wanted to stress the historic
importance” of his father’s reign “in the service of
Spain and democracy”. An inquiry opened in Spain in
September 2018 following the publication of records
attributed to German businesswoman Corinna
Larsen, allegedly a former mistress of Juan Carlos.
She claimed he had received a commission when a
consortium of Spanish companies were awarded a
high-speed railway contract to link the Muslim holy
cities of Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia.

Larsen told Swiss investigators he had transferred
her nearly 65 million euros in the Bahamas, “not to get
rid of the money” but “out of gratitude and out of
love”, according to El Pais daily. Swiss media reported
last March that Juan Carlos was paid 100 million dol-
lars into a Panamanian foundation’s Swiss bank
account by late Saudi king Abdullah in 2008. The
same month The Daily Telegraph in Britain reported

that Felipe VI was also a beneficiary of the foundation.
The king withdrew from his father an annual royal

allowance of nearly 200,000 euros and renounced
his inheritance “to preserve the exemplariness of the
crown”. Online outlet El Espanol reported that Swiss
lawyer Dante Canonica told the Geneva public pros-
ecutor’s office he had been instructed to “create a
structure” to hide the funds paid to Juan Carlos.
“Wherever he goes, he will have to pay for what he
has done,” said 33-year-old publicist Inigo
Inchaurraga, who was out walking his dog in
Madrid. “It’s a shame because he did a lot for Spain,
but it is clear that at some time in his career he
turned corrupt.” —AFP

In this file photo, Queen Sofia of Spain (left) and
Spain’s former King Juan Carlos I (right) arrive for the
funeral ceremony of Jean d’Aviano, Grand Duke of
Luxembourg in Luxembourg City. —AFP

Belarus opposition 
rallies voters with a
promise of change 
MALADZECHNA: At a small-town campaign rally
held by the rising star of Belarus’s political opposi-
tion, Elena stood among the unusually large crowd,
wrapped in a red and white flag-the colors of the
ex-Soviet country’s emboldened opposition. Like
many others at the gathering for opposition candi-
date Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, she preferred to give
her first name only, for fear of drawing unwanted
attention from the authorities. “I want to have free-
dom of expression. To go out on the street and
speak freely and not be afraid anymore,” the 42-
year-old bread factory worker told AFP.

Several thousand people filled a small stadium in
Maladzechna, a city of some 100,000 people north-
west of the capital Minsk, to listen to Tikhanovskaya-
who has emerged as the leading opponent to strong-
man Alexander Lukashenko. The crowd, packed with
young people born after the 1991 collapse of the

Soviet Union and with no memory of the pre-
Lukashenko era, waved flags and chanted “change”
as 37-year-old Tikhanovskaya took to the stage in
late July. “Now is the time when everyone must over-
come their fear,” she said. “Do you think I’m not
scared? I’m scared every day. But I muster my
courage, get over my fear and go to you and go for
victory.” The stay-at-home mother launched her
presidential bid after her husband and popular blog-
ger Sergei Tikhanovsky was arrested and barred
from challenging Lukashenko in the August 9 polls.

Their five-year-old daughter and 10-year-old
son have been taken abroad for their own safety.
Another leading rival, ex-banker Viktor Babaryko,
was also imprisoned while a third, former diplomat
Valery Tsepkalo, has fled the country fearing arrest.
His fear is well-founded. According to the Viasna
rights group, at least 1,100 people have been arrest-
ed since May during pre-election rallies. Despite
the crackdown, Tikhanovskaya was allowed to run
in her husband’s place, and her bid to remove 65-
year-old Lukashenko has galvanized his opponents.

A ‘symbol’ 
Tikhanovskaya has drawn massive crowds at her

rallies throughout the country where she is accom-
panied by Maria Kolesnikova, Babaryko’s campaign
director, and Veronika Tsepkalo, the wife of the self-
exiled opponent. The women wear t-shirts with a
design featuring their signature gestures:
Tikhanovskaya’s punched fist, Kolesnikova’s fingers
in a heart shape and Tsepkalo’s victory sign. —AFP

MINSK: Supporters of presidential candidate Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya attend her campaign rally in the town of
Maladzechna, some 70 km northwest of Minsk.  —AFP

If there is 
no will to

reform ‘the 
ship will sink’


