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MIAMI: Russell Westbrook sank four free throws in-
side the final 28.5 seconds and the Houston Rockets
topped the Milwaukee Bucks 120-116 on Sunday at the
ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex near Orlando.
Westbrook scored a team-high 31 points while adding
eight assists, and his clutch effort at the charity stripe
enabled the Rockets (42-24) to outlast the Bucks (54-
13) down a back-and-forth closing stretch. Danuel
House Jr. converted two free throws with 14 seconds
left as the Rockets finished 27 of 31 from the line.

Giannis Antetokounmpo totaled 36 points, 18 re-
bounds and eight assists for his 15th 30-15-5 game this
season while Khris Middleton (27 points, 12 rebounds)
and Brook Lopez (23 points, 12 rebounds) posted dou-
ble-doubles for the Bucks, who posted a 65-36 re-
bounding advantage and limited the Rockets to 34.4
percent (21 of 61) shooting from behind the 3-point line-
yet lost the game. Milwaukee did commit 22 turnovers-
including a bad pass by Antetokounmpo that House
picked off prior to his clinching free throws-which the
Rockets converted into 30 points in the victory. James
Harden offset a poor shooting performance (5 for 14)
with seven rebounds, seven assists and a game-high six
steals to complement his 24 points. House produced 16
points while Robert Covington chipped in 15 points,
seven rebounds and three steals for the Rockets.

BOSTON CELTICS 128 - PORTLAND TRAIL
BLAZERS 124

Jayson Tatum scored a game-high 34 points and

Jaylen Brown added 30 to lead Boston past Portland.
Brown scored 22 points in the second half, including
a 3-pointer with 32.3 seconds left that stretched
Boston’s lead to 125-119. Gordon Hayward added 22
points for Boston, going 4-for-5 on 3-pointers.
Damian Lillard and Jusuf Nurkic led Portland with
30 points each. Lillard added a season-high and
game-high 16 assists. The Blazers rallied from a 24-
point second-half deficit, taking a fourth-quarter
lead, but they trailed by three points with three sec-
onds left when Nurkic turned the ball over while at-
tempting a long inbounds pass.

BROOKLYN NETS 118 - WASHINGTON
WIZARDS 110

Caris LeVert scored 34 points as host Brooklyn
made all the plays down the stretch and recorded a
pivotal victory over Washington at HP Field House
near Orlando. The Nets (31-35) moved seven games
ahead of Washington (24-42) in the Eastern Confer-
ence. LeVert helped the Nets close out the game
with an 18-10 run over the final five-plus minutes.
Joe Harris added a season-high 27 on 10 of 13 from
the field, Jarrett Allen collected 22 points and 15 re-
bounds while Chris Chiozza contributed 14 as
Brooklyn shot 42.2 percent. Thomas Bryant led
Washington with 30 points and 13 rebounds. Troy
Brown Jr. nearly collected his first triple-double with
22, 10 rebounds, and eight assists. Ish Smith added
14 while Robinson contributed 12 as Washington

shot 45.5 percent from the floor.

ORLANDO MAGIC 132 - SACRAMENTO
KINGS 116

Terrence Ross scored 25 points off the bench,
Nikola Vucevic posted a double-double of 23 points
and 11 rebounds, and Orlando cruised past Sacra-
mento in a seeding game. The Magic (32-35) main-
tained their half-game lead for the Eastern
Conference’s No. 7 seed with a commanding per-
formance against the Kings (28-38). Orlando
jumped ahead early, made 18 of 38 3-point shots and
grew its lead to as many as 36 points in the third
quarter. Harry Giles III led the Kings with 23 points
off the bench. The Magic, however, lost forward
Jonathan Isaac, who suffered a torn left ACL with
9:19 remaining in the fourth quarter. Isaac, who has
started 32 games this season, was averaging 11.9
points, 6.8 rebounds, 2.3 blocks and 28.8 minutes in
34 games this season.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 108 - MEMPHIS
GRIZZLIES 106

DeMar DeRozan hit a pair of free throws with 1
second to play and San Antonio survived to beat
Memphis and close in on the eighth and final playoff
spot in the Western Conference. The victory allowed
San Antonio (29-36) to pull to within two games of
the eighth-place Grizzlies in the standings. The
Spurs leapfrogged Portland, which lost to Boston on

Sunday, into ninth place in the West with six games
to play. The Spurs must hold that spot in the stand-
ings and be within four games of Memphis at the
end of the seeding games to clinch a spot in the
play-in tournament at season’s end. Dejounte Mur-
ray scored 21 points and took 10 rebounds to lead a
balanced San Antonio attack. Derrick White added
16, DeRozan had 14 points, Lonnie Walker IV and
Rudy Gay scored 12 points, and Patty Mills tallied
10 for the Spurs. Ja Morant led Memphis (32-35)
with 25 points.

PHOENIX SUNS 117 - 
DALLAS MAVERICKS 115

Devin Booker’s 30 points helped Phoenix come
back from a 15-point deficit and stun Dallas, which
clinched a Western Conference playoff spot when
the eighth-seeded Memphis Grizzlies lost earlier in
the day. The Suns (28-39) moved to within four
games of the eighth playoff spot. Cameron Johnson
added 19 points and 12 rebounds, and Ricky Rubio
tallied 20 points and nine rebounds for Phoenix,
which is 2-0 in the NBA restart. A driving layup from
Dallas’ Luka Doncic with 39.9 seconds to play cut
what was a nine-point Suns’ lead to 117-115. Kristaps
Porzingis missed a potential go-ahead 3 with four
seconds left, and the Mavericks couldn’t get a shot
off before the final buzzer. Doncic led Dallas (40-29)
with 40 points and 11 assists, with Porzingis adding
30 points and eight rebounds. — Reuters

SYDNEY: An emotional Nick Kyrgios pulled out of
the US Open Sunday, for “the hundreds of thousands
of Americans who have lost their lives”, while plead-
ing with players who attend to not be selfish and act
responsibly. His decision follows fellow Australian and
world number one Ashleigh Barty last week with-
drawing from the Grand Slam in New York, citing
“significant risks” from the coronavirus pandemic.

“Dear Tennis, I will not be playing this year at the
US Open. It hurts me at my core,” Kyrgios, who has
consistently called out fellow competitors for not tak-
ing the virus seriously enough, said in a video posted

on Twitter. “But I’m sitting out for the people, for my
Aussies, for the hundreds of thousands of Americans
who have lost their lives, for all of you.” More than
150,000 people have died from COVID-19 in the
United States, with over 4.5 million infections since
the beginning of the pandemic.

The opinionated Kyrgios, ranked just 40 but a
major drawcard, last month blasted the ATP as “self-
ish” for pressing ahead with plans for the US Open,
which is scheduled to start on August 31. He tempered
criticism of organisers in a passionate letter read dur-
ing the video, saying he had “no problem” with it
being held, citing the need to keep people such as
restaurant workers, cleaners, and locker room atten-
dants in work.

But Kyrgios had strong words for some of the top
names in the game, in a veiled jab at those who took
part in Novak Djokovic’s recent ill-fated Adria Tour
exhibition, where there was minimal social distancing
and players went nightclubbing. “Tennis players, you

have to act in the interests of each other and work to-
gether,” said the Australian. “You can’t be dancing on
tables, money-grabbing your way around Europe or
trying to make a quick buck hosting an exhibition-
that’s just so selfish. “Think of the other people for
once, that’s what this virus is about. It doesn’t care
about your world ranking or how much money you
have in the bank. Act responsibly.”

‘Stupidity’ blasted 
Djokovic, Grigor Dimitrov, Borna Coric and Viktor

Troicki all tested positive for COVID-19 after the
Adria Tour and Kyrgios has since waged a running
battle with some of those who played, including
Alexander Zverev and Dominic Thiem, blasting their
“stupidity” and risky behavior. The US Tennis Asso-
ciation (USTA) on Friday said they were confident in
their safety plans for the event, which will take place
in a bubble quarantine setting without spectators.

The tennis season has been at a standstill since

mid-March due to the virus outbreak worldwide, with
Wimbledon cancelled for the first time since World
War II. Calendars have been reshuffled with the WTA
tour scheduled to restart on Monday in Palermo, Italy,
although a player, who has not been officially identi-
fied, tested positive for coronavirus and pulled out.
The men are set to get back under way at the West-
ern and Southern Open, a tune-up event for the US
Open from August 20-28 in a quarantine environment
without spectators at Flushing Meadows.

World number one Djokovic, the reigning Wimble-
don and Australian Open champion, and second-
ranked Rafael Nadal, the current US Open champion,
were among entries for that event, signaling their
likely intent to play the Grand Slam. Serena Williams
was also confirmed, but missing from the entry list
was Barty, world number two Simona Halep, the cur-
rent Wimbledon champion, fifth-rated Elina Svitolina
and last year’s US Open champion, sixth-ranked
Bianca Andreescu. — AFP 
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Westbrook, Rockets outlast Giannis, Bucks
ORLANDO: D.J. Wilson #5 of the Milwaukee Bucks grabs the rebound against the Houston Rockets during a game at The Arena at ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

High-scoring Magic rout Kings, 132-116


