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KUWAIT: Taxis resumed services on July 28 after
almost four months of hiatus, but some taxi drivers
are complaining about competition from private or
unmarked taxis. “I hope the government will stop
the use of private cars as taxis. They have a great
advantage now because they can earn more money
than us, because they can carry more than one pas-
senger, while taxis are not permitted to take more
than one passenger,” a taxi driver said. 

The government decided to suspend all taxi
services on March 25 in an effort to stop the spread
of the coronavirus. However, based on Kuwait’s
five-phase plan to return to normalcy, taxis returned
to the streets of Kuwait with the onset of phase
three. “The problem now is the low count of pas-
sengers. We are in direct competition with private
cars that are still picking passengers from the
streets. If this continues, we will not be able to pay

KD 7.5 daily (to taxi operators),” he said. 
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, he said his

average daily income was KD 30 to 35, but now it’s
barely KD 10. “We have to pay our operators KD
7.5 daily, so how much is left for us? Not even KD
3. So we are in great trouble. How are we going to
survive? We have families to feed as well; we have
to pay the rent and for food. The KD 3 is barely
good for the gas to run the taxi. So we have noth-
ing left for ourselves,” the cabbie said. “We hope
the operators will be flexible or give us a discount,
but they won’t listen. They said we are back to

work and now we need to give them the daily fee of
KD 7.5, or even KD 10,” he added.

In the absence of taxis, some private cars have
taken advantage of the situation to pick up passen-
gers. According to taxi operators, these unmarked
taxis are still plying the roads. Meanwhile, in the
absence of buses, people are complaining about
the passenger limit. “If we are a family, do we have
to take separate taxis? I hope the government will
consider this and allow buses to run again soon. We
have to save money for our families too,” a passen-
ger opined. 

Kuwait shines light
on child rights
amid pandemic
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s human rights office said
on Sunday that as the world continues to
grapple with the coronavirus crisis, a child
rights approach should be a pivotal part of its
response to the pandemic. With their aca-
demic futures thrown into limbo because of
the coronavirus, children have had to with-
stand the devastating effects of the pandem-
ic, which has upended their social lives,
Kuwait’s human rights watchdog said in a
statement.

An ad hoc committee looking into child
rights has been formed to ensure that Kuwaiti
children, who are entitled to free and compul-
sory education, are not deprived of their right
to learn in the midst of these trying times, the
statement highlighted. Another aspect the
committee would be taking into account is
child healthcare, the statement highlighted,
with greater attention given to kids growing
up in dysfunctional families who are often
prone to emotional neglect, it added.

Measures will also be taken to protect
children from violence, whether its domestic
trouble or skirmishes at school, including set-
ting up a hotline that would make reporting
such abuse much easier, it revealed. The local
media will be joining this collective endeavor
as well, with a campaign set to be rolled out
to create more awareness on the matter
across various state bodies, aiming to make
sure that the inalienable rights of children are
never disregarded, it said. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A man talks to a taxi driver at a street in Salmiya. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Taxi drivers compete with
private, unmarked taxis

Average daily income drops from KD 35 to KD 10

Kuwait’s June
crude oil exports
to Japan down 
TOKYO: Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan fell
1.9 percent in June from a year earlier to 6.34 mil-
lion barrels, or 212,000 barrels per day (bpd), for
the third straight month of decline, government
data showed. As Japan’s third-biggest oi l
provider, Kuwait supplied 11.1 percent of its total
crude imports, compared with 7.8 percent in the

same month of last year, the Japanese Natural
Resources and Energy Agency said in a prelimi-
nary report. Japan’s overall imports of crude oil in
June plunged 31.2 percent year-on-year to 1.91
million bpd, down for the sixth month in a row.
Shipments from the Middle East accounted for
95.2 percent of the total, up 8.2 percentage
points from the year before. Saudi  Arabia
remained Japan’s top oil supplier, but imports
from the kingdom shrank 18.1 percent from a year
earlier to 761,000 bpd, followed by the United
Arab Emirates with 671,000 bpd, down 28.9 per-
cent. Qatar ranked fourth with 159,000 bpd and
Vietnam fifth with 30,000 bpd, respectively.
Japan is the world’s-third biggest oil consumer
after China and the US. — KUNA

Shaheed Park
commemorates
Kuwait martyrs
KUWAIT: Shaheed Park hosted an Art exhibition
on August 2, 2020 to commemorate Kuwait’s mar-
tyrs on the 30th anniversary of the Iraqi Invasion.
The ‘Consolidation’ art exhibition, held at the park’s
multipurpose hall, featured art by artist an designer
Jasem Al-Nashmi, who designed and executed an
interactive artistic structure to commemorate
Kuwaiti martyrs. Visitors remotely interacted with
the digital monument while observing social dis-
tancing, and each platform contained information

about the concept of consolidation. 
In this regard, the park’s manager Salman Al-

Roshoud said that the monument was especially
designed to honor those who sacrificed their lives in
defense of Kuwait and its freedom. He added that
the name ‘consolidation’ was chosen to reconfirm
the concept of solidarity during wars and various
challenges, and show how a group of individuals
can create a force capable of defeating enemies and
overcoming challenges. 

Meanwhile, Nashmi said that the structure is
made by the people for the people, adding that it
there is a digital platform where people can view
the structure online, in addition to the real-life mon-
ument built in the park to show visitors the heroism
of the resistance during the invasion and commem-
orate the martyrs. 

“This structure highlights the positive sides dur-
ing the invasion when the Kuwaiti people showed

unrivalled solidarity, patience, courage, faith, loyalty,
unity and patriotism,” Nashmi stressed, noting that
each of these values is represented in the structure
by an upside down pyramid.

Salman Al-RoshoudJasem Al-Nashmi

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard’s Undersecretary Lt Gen Hashem Abdul Raziq Al-Refaie recently visited the
National Guard’s 5th Facility Protection Platoon on guard at the central oil district and the fuel reservoirs in
Sabhan, where he congratulated officers on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha. 

We are in 
great trouble


