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Passengers from 31 countries  
can enter after 14-day layover

Arriving travelers also need a negative PCR test conducted within 72 hours

KUWAIT: Passengers arrive at Kuwait international Airport on Aug 1, 2020 after commercial flights resumed after months of shutdown due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s civil aviation body 
reiterated late Sunday that non-
Kuwaiti passengers from 31 countries 
are not allowed to enter Kuwait, 
whether flying directly or via other 
countries. However, non-Kuwaiti pas-
sengers will be allowed to fly to Kuwait 
if they stayed in third countries for at 
least 14 days, the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said. 

After 14 days, they must undergo a 
PCR test for COVID-19 and provide a 
certificate proving a negative result of 
not being infected with the coron-
avirus, the DGCA added in a press 
statement. It noted that the validity of 
this certificate should not exceed 72 
hours between the test date and 
arrival date to Kuwait.  

The directorate announced on 
Saturday a ban on all passengers 
coming from 31 countries from enter-
ing Kuwait until further notice. It 
pointed out that the move was taken 
based on instructions by the Kuwaiti 

health authorities due to the situation 
and repercussions caused by the 
spread of the coronavirus in these 
“high risk” countries.  

The countries from which passen-
gers are banned from entering Kuwait 
include Armenia, Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, 
Nepal, Northern Macedonia, Panama, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, 
Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka and Syria.  

Commercial flights resumed to 
Kuwait airport on Saturday, but a 
concerted campaign by a large num-
ber of lawmakers and Kuwaitis on 
social media forced the civil aviation 
authority to ban passengers from 
these 31 countries. The foreign min-
istry said the decision will be regular-
ly revised to remove or add other 
countries. — KUNA

BANGALORE/MANILA: India’s interior min-
ister and the chiefs of two big states have been 
hospitalized with COVID-19 as the country’s 
daily cases topped 50,000 for a fifth straight 
day yesterday. The country reported 52,972 
new confirmed infections in the past 24 hours, 
taking the total to 1.8 million - the third highest 
in the world after the United States and Brazil - 
data from India’s Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare showed yesterday. With 771 new 
deaths, the COVID-19 disease has now killed 
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Indian ministers  
in hospital; Manila 
locks down again

MAKKAH: Pilgrims circumambulate the Kaaba at the center of the Grand Mosque along 
specific pre-ordained rings on the final day of the annual hajj pilgrimage. — AFP 

MAKKAH: Pilgrims circled Islam’s 
holiest site along socially distanced 
paths Sunday in the final ritual of the 
hajj, the smallest in modern history as 
Saudi authorities sought to prevent a 
coronavirus outbreak. Only up to 
10,000 Muslims took part in the hajj, 
a far cry from the 2.5 million who 
took part in the five-day annual pil-
grimage last year. Masked pilgrims 
threw pebbles at a wall symbolizing 
Satan in Mina, close to the holy city 
of Makkah, on the final day of hajj, 
state media reported. 

Instead of gathering the pebbles 

themselves as in past years, they 
were handed them bagged and steril-
ized by hajj authorities, to protect 
against the novel coronavirus. 
Pilgrims returned to the Grand 
Mosque in Makkah later Sunday to 
perform a final “tawaf”, or circling of 
the Kaaba - a cubic structure 
towards which Muslims around the 
world pray.  

Holding the ritual in the shadow of 
the pandemic required “double 
efforts” by Saudi authorities, King 
Salman said on Friday after being 
discharged from hospital following 
surgery to remove his gallbladder. 
“The hajj this year was restricted to a 
very limited number of people from 
multiple nationalities, ensuring the 
ritual was completed despite the dif-
ficult circumstances,” said the king-
dom’s ruler. 
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Saudi Arabia  
concludes hajj  
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WASHINGTON: America’s first 
crewed spaceship to fly to the 
International Space Station in nearly a 
decade returned safely to Earth on 
Sunday, splashing down in the Gulf of 
Mexico. The mission, carried out 
jointly by NASA and the private com-
pany SpaceX, demonstrated that the 
United States has the capacity once 
more to send its astronauts to space 
and bring them back. The SpaceX 
Crew Dragon Endeavour splashed 
into the water off Pensacola, Florida at 
2:48 pm (1848 GMT), trailed by its 
four main parachutes. 

It was the first water landing for a 
crewed US spaceship since the 1975 
Apollo-Soyuz mission. “It’s truly our 
honor and privilege,” said pilot Doug 
Hurley, who was joined on the mission 
by commander Bob Behnken. “On 
behalf of the NASA and SpaceX 
teams, welcome back to planet Earth 
and thanks for flying SpaceX,” replied 
SpaceX’s Mike Heiman, to laughter in 
the control room. 

A flotilla of civilian boats swarmed 
the landing zone as a recovery ship 
sped to the scorched capsule and 
hoisted it aboard with its crane. The 
Coast Guard said it had warned peo-
ple to stay away from the capsule but 
“numerous boaters” ignored the 
requests. The “capsule was in the 
water for a good period of time,” said 
NASA administrator Jim Bridenstine, 
“the boats just made a beeline for it.”  

The hatch opening was delayed as 
a team worked to stop a potentially 
dangerous leak of rocket fuel vapor. 
“What’s not common is having 
passers-by approach the vehicle at 
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SpaceX brings  
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NASA astronauts Robert Behnken (left) 
and Douglas Hurley are seen inside the 
SpaceX Crew Dragon Endeavour 
spacecraft shortly after landing in the 
Gulf of Mexico on Sunday. — AFP 

CAIRO: Social media has become a new 
and dangerous battleground for women’s 
rights in Egypt after young TikTok influ-
encers were jailed while a resurgent 
#MeToo movement decried male sexual 
violence. Last Monday, a court sentenced 
five female social media influencers, 
Haneen Hossam, Mowada Al-Adham and 
three others, to two years in jail each on 
charges of violating public morals over 
content posted to video-sharing app 
TikTok.  

International digital rights group 
Access Now described them as “all 
women, all young, all exercising their right 
to freedom of expression online”. Just two 
days later, a court sentenced another 
young social media influencer, Manar 
Samy, to three years in prison over TikTok 
videos, deeming the clips in which she 
dances and lip-syncs to popular songs to 
be “inciting debauchery”.  

Many in the deeply conservative coun-
try have cheered on the arrests, as tradi-
tional social values clash with online con-

tent seen as racy and sexually suggestive. 
Egypt has in recent years enforced strict 
Internet controls as it walks a tight line 
between balancing the Islamic law that 
shapes its governance and adapting to a 
rapidly shifting society with a penchant for 
social media content. Stringent laws were 
approved in 2018 allowing authorities to 
block websites seen as a threat to national 
security and to monitor personal social 
media accounts with over 5,000 followers.  

The six jailed women combined have 

millions of followers. Hossam was arrested 
after posting a clip saying that girls could 
make money by working with her, a mes-
sage that was interpreted as a call for 
prostitution, while Adham had posted satir-
ical videos on TikTok and Instagram. Aside 
from being a virtual battleground of com-
peting interpretations of morality, social 
media has also empowered young Egyptian 
women to speak up about sexual assault, 
sometimes with negative consequences.  
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CAIRO: This combination of pictures shows a woman watching videos of Egyptian influ-
encers Haneen Hossam (left) and Mowada Al-Adham (right) on the video-sharing app 
TikTok. — AFP 


