
Wednesday, April 8, 2020L i f e s t y l e

Established 1961 15
Fe a t u r e s

German sopranist Lilli Wuenscher sings in her bedroom as her giant schnauzer
Ludwig yelps along, in Leipzig, eastern German.—AFP photos

German sopranist Lilli Wuenscher (right) and her husband Canadian bass baritone
Randall Jakobsh at home.

German sopranist and member of the ensemble of Leipzig’s opera house (Oper
Leipzig), Lilli Wuenscher sings next to her husband Canadian bass Randall
Jakobsh at home.

German musician Stephan Wuensch, principal cellist of the
Musical Comedy of Leipzig Opera, plays the violoncello as
children from the neighborhood listen.

In this file photo Gloria Estefan arrives for the
40th Annual Kennedy Center Honors in
Washington, DC. — AFP 

Funke Akindele

By Ronny Hartmann

Singing operatic arias accompanied by the wailing
of a Giant Schnauzer puppy is not easy, but Lilli
Wuenscher has had to get used to it. “When I

sing high notes he starts to howl and cry,” said the
Leipzig Opera soloist about her puppy Ludwig —
named after Ludwig van Beethoven. With the opera
house closed for the last three weeks as Germany bat-
tles to contain the coronavirus pandemic, dozens of
dancers, singers and instrumentalists are having to find
creative ways to practice at home — while trying not
to annoy their neighbors. Wuenscher lives with her
husband, also an opera singer, and their three children
Leyla, 12, Joshua, 10, and Josephine, three.  She is
spending two hours a day at the piano learning notes,
as well as cramming in an hour of exercise a day to stay
in shape, while also having to cook and look after the
children. “I’m on my own, with no coaching. It takes a
lot of discipline,” she said. 

For ballet dancer Luke Francis, 25, the biggest chal-
lenge is space — and dealing with only 3-4 square
meters to move around in.  Using the doorframe and
kitchen worktops to perform stretches has become part
of the British dancer’s daily routine. “I hold on to what I
can to stretch,” Francis said. “Normally it’s the kitchen.”
The flooring has also been a challenge. “It’s incredibly
slippy, so that’s definitely not easy.” Training in bare feet

or a pair of old socks has now become the norm for
Francis. Luckily, the dancer’s apartment is on the ground
floor so the neighbors have not been disturbed by all
the jumping around. With online training every day from
11-12, the dancer still has a routine to keep to. “I also try
to do some yoga-based stretching, as well as usual bal-
let stretching that I would do anyway,” Francis said. 

Cellist Stephan Wuensch, meanwhile, has been
practicing for up to four hours a day, working on future
repertoire in the opera house calendar as well as tech-
nical exercises.  “Of course I have a lot of time to prac-

tice now,” he said. The father of two, 53, is at home
alone with his wife, a singing teacher, who conducts
lessons online while he plays in another room. “I always
make sure that the windows are closed so the neigh-
bors can’t hear anything,” he said.  For Wuensch, the
hardest thing is not knowing when he will be able to
make music with colleagues again. “As a musician you
are used to having quite a social life — it is a relatively
close relationship. That’s difficult right now.”—AFP 

British ballet dancer Luke Francis, member of Leipzig’s opera house (Oper Leipzig) practices during an online training session at his rental apartment, where he stays confined due to the pandemic of the novel coronavirus in Leipzig.

German musician Stephan Wuensch, principal cellist of the Musical Comedy of Leipzig Opera, plays the violoncello at home.

Gloria Estefan, one of the biggest stars of
the Miami music scene during the 1980s
and 1990s, has updated her hit “Get On

Your Feet” to raise awareness about how to
stem infection from the coronavirus. Now titled
“Put On Your Mask,” the Cuban-American
singer’s message features a video showing
Estefan facing up to the daily challenges of life
during the pandemic, and urges listeners to wear
a cloth mask in public to protect themselves
from spreading or contracting the virus, which
by Monday had killed more than 10,000 people
in the United States. The video, released Sunday
on the 62-year-old star’s Instagram account, has
been watched more than 80,000 times already.

“I wanted to contribute something that would
put a bit of humor into a very serious situation
because that’s what has helped me get through
the toughest moments in my life,” Estefan wrote
on Instagram. “I hope I make you smile while
imparting an important message!” The singer
and her music producer husband, Emilio Estefan,
are influential leaders in the Florida business
community, owning a number of restaurants and
hotels in Miami and other cities.—AFP 

Czech Television said Monday it was planning to
shoot a “Love in the Time of Corona” sitcom
on the spread of the novel coronavirus and

screen it by the end of April. “One house, three gen-
erations and a global pandemic,” reads the trailer for
the six-episode series on the public broadcaster’s
website. The show, an apparent paraphrase of Gabriel
Garcia Marquez’s novel “Love in the Time of
Cholera”, will be filmed in a Prague block of flats from
April 14 and screened from April 27.

The characters are a teenager whose parents are
locked down abroad, an old man who has to live on
his own with his wife stuck outside their city and a
young married couple whose relationship is put to an
isolation test, Czech TV said. It called on viewers to
send in anecdotes related to quarantine as the
authors have the script only for the opening episode.
“We only have one screenplay and we’ll definitely
need help,” said producer Tomas Baldynsky. To com-
ply with stringent security measures, the series will
be recorded on robotic cameras and only the actors
will be present on the site. The Czech Republic, which
had declared 4,591 cases of the virus and 72 deaths
by Monday morning, closed its borders last month as
well as most shops and all pubs, cinemas, theatres
and museums to combat the disease. —AFP 

Johnny Clegg’s family has barred a South African
shark cage-diving operator from using the late
legendary singer’s music to lure the predators

for deep-sea viewing excursions, his manager said
Monday. Raggy Charters had wanted to lower under-
water speakers playing Cleggs’s music to attract
white sharks in the southern Algoa Bay to “give the
whole operation an African touch,” owner Lloyd
Edwards told AFP. But Clegg’s family said it “strong-
ly” objected to the use of his music for shark cage
diving because it would be contrary to his values.
Clegg, popularly known as the “White Zulu”, died in
July last year, aged 66, after a long battle with cancer.

“Johnny would have hated to lure any kind of
wildlife into any condition that wasn’t natural,”
Clegg’s manager Roddy Quin told AFP. “And if they
were going to use his music to lure sharks into certain
areas, he would have been very unhappy with that
because he would never interfere with any kind of
wildlife in their natural habitat whatsoever,” Quin
said. In an earlier statement he said Clegg, who defied
apartheid with his unique fusion of African and
Western culture and sounds, “would have been horri-
fied to think his music would be used” in such a way.

Edwards told AFP that he respected the family’s
wishes and would use alternative music.  “We thought
we would give the whole thing a South African touch

and flavour,” Edwards said. Music is commonly used
to bring sharks nearer to cages for tourists to have a
closer look.  Operators in Australia use music from
heavy metal groups like AC/DC to lure sharks. Born
in Britain, Clegg moved to Johannesburg with his
mother when he was six years old.  Exposure to
migrant workers in adolescence introduced him to
Zulu culture, dancing and music. His involvement with
black musicians saw him frequently arrested and his
work was repeatedly censored by the white-minority
regime. Clegg’s best-known track was arguably
“Asimbonanga” (We Haven’t Seen Him), written in
1987 for then imprisoned anti-apartheid fighter
Nelson Mandela. – AFP 

Apopular Nigerian actress was on
Monday found guilty of breaking coron-
avirus lockdown restrictions in economic

hub Lagos by throwing a birthday party, police
said. Funke Akindele, a Nollywood film star
popularly known as Jenifa, was arrested and
pleaded guilty to hosting the bash for her hus-
band and show business pals at their upscale
residence on Saturday. “The court found them
guilty as charged,” police spokesman Bala
Elkana said in a statement. 

The statement said the couple were each
sentenced to 14 days of community service and
ordered to pay a fine of 100,000 naira

($260/240 euros). Elkana said they would also
have to visit 10 “important public places” with-
in the city of 20 million people to educate the
public on the consequences of non-compliance
with the restriction order. He said well-known
singer Naira Marley, who also attended the
party, had been arrested and would soon be
charged. Akindele was in addition ordered to
identify other guests for possible police action.

The party sparked angry reactions from
Akindele’s fans after she had earlier appeared
in adverts calling for Nigerians to observe
social distancing measures.  The actress ten-
dered an apology on her Instagram page on

Sunday.  “I am sorry if I have misled you. I
appreciate your concerns and I promise to
always practice what I preach,” she said. “I
promise to always support the government in
creating more awareness to eradicate this pan-
demic.” There have so far been 232 confirmed
infections and five deaths from the novel coro-
navirus in Africa’s most populous nation.   The
authorities have introduced a raft of restric-
tions to curb the pandemic, including a two-
week total lockdown in major cities Lagos and
Abuja to tame the virus.—AFP 

Johnny Clegg


