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BRISBANE: Cardinal George Pell was re-
leased from prison yesterday, hours after
Australia’s High Court quashed his convic-
tion for child sex abuse, bringing to an
abrupt end the most high-profile pae-
dophilia case faced by the Catholic Church.
The 78-year-old left Barwon Prison near
Melbourne after the court overturned five
counts of sexually abusing two 13-year-old
choirboys in the 1990s. Pell, who had
steadfastly maintained his innocence
throughout a lengthy court process, ex-
ited the jail where he has been held for
the last year and issued a statement say-
ing that a “serious injustice” had been
remedied by the decision.

A jury had convicted Pell of the of-
fences in December 2018 and that de-
cision was upheld by a three-judge
panel in Victoria state’s Court of Ap-
peal last August, in a split 2-1 verdict.
But Australia’s High Court found there
was “a significant possibility that an in-
nocent person has been convicted be-
cause the evidence did not establish guilt
to the requisite standard of proof”. The
seven justices unanimously found a lower
court had “failed to engage with the ques-
tion of whether there remained a reason-
able possibility that the offending had not
taken place”.

However Pell’s legal woes may not be at
an end, as he faces several possible civil
cases including from the father of one of
the alleged victims - now deceased - who
is planning to launch a claim for damages.

The prosecution’s case had relied heavily
on the testimony of Pell’s surviving accuser,
who told a closed-door hearing that Pell
had sexually assaulted the two boys in a
Melbourne cathedral while he was arch-
bishop of the city. The second choirboy -
who is not known to have ever spoken of
the abuse - died of a drug overdose in
2014. Neither man can be identified for
legal reasons.

Lisa Flynn, the lawyer for the deceased

man’s father, said her client was “disgusted”
and “in utter disbelief” at the outcome. “He
is struggling to comprehend the decision
by the High Court of Australia. He says he
no longer has faith in our country’s criminal
justice system,” she said. “He is furious the
man he believes is responsible for sexually
abusing his son was convicted by a unani-
mous jury only to have that decision over-
turned today.”

Victims’ support group the Blue Knot
Foundation said the decision would be

“crushing” for survivors of abuse. “The
child sexual abuse pandemic within the
Catholic Church has threatened the safety
of millions of children, the adults they be-
come and the very moral fibre of what it
means to be human,” said Blue Knot pres-
ident Cathy Kezelman. “Pell now has his
freedom, but many abuse victims have
never been free — trapped in the horror of
the crimes which decimated their lives.”

In his statement, Pell thanked his
lawyers, supporters and family and
said he held “no ill will” toward his ac-
cuser. “I do not want my acquittal to
add to the hurt and bitterness so many
feel; there is certainly hurt and bitter-
ness enough,” he said. “However my
trial was not a referendum on the
Catholic Church; nor a referendum on
how Church authorities in Australia
dealt with the crime of paedophilia in
the Church. “The point was whether I
had committed these awful crimes, and
I did not.”

Coronavirus restrictions meant the ver-
dict was delivered to a near-empty Bris-
bane courtroom — in stark contrast to
earlier hearings that drew large crowds of
his supporters and detractors, the world’s
media and members of the legal profession.
Pell’s lawyers had argued there were “com-
pounding improbabilities” in the case, in-
cluding that Pell would not have had the
time or opportunity to molest the boys in
the priests’ sacristy after Mass, when he
would usually be on the cathedral steps

greeting members of the congregation.
The High Court found that though the

jury had “assessed the complainant’s evi-
dence as thoroughly credible and reliable”,
unchallenged evidence from other wit-
nesses required the jury “acting rationally”
to have “entertained a reasonable doubt as
to the applicant’s guilt”. Victoria state po-
lice, who had investigated the allegations
against Pell, said they “respect the deci-
sion” of the High Court and remained
“committed to investigating sexual assault
offences and providing justice for victims

no matter how many years have passed”. 
Pell’s previous trial had been held under

a court-ordered veil of secrecy to ensure
he received fair treatment. At the same time,
he was quietly removed from top Church
bodies but the Vatican resisted launching an
internal investigation. He had been facing a
second trial over separate child abuse alle-
gations, though prosecutors decided not to
proceed and withdrew all of the charges.
The former Vatican treasurer remains in the
priesthood, but his future role in the
Catholic Church remains unclear. — AFP 

Cardinal freed after winning 
appeal over ‘child sex abuse’ 

An abrupt end to most high-profile paedophilia case 

ANAKIE: Australian Cardinal George Pell leaves after being released from Barwon
Prison near Anakie, some 70 kilometers west of Melbourne yesterday. — AFP 

In first, US brands 
white supremacists 
as foreign terrorists 
WASHINGTON: The United States on Monday
branded a Russian far-right group as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, the first time it has targeted
white supremacists with tools regularly used against
jihadist groups. The State Department said that the
Russian Imperial Movement runs two paramilitary
training camps in Saint Petersburg and has pulled in
neo-Nazis from across the Western world. 

“This is the first time the United States has ever
designated white supremacist terrorists, illustrating
how seriously this administration takes the threat,”
said Nathan Sales, the State Department countert-
errorism coordinator. The Russian Imperial Move-
ment and three of its leaders were blacklisted as
Specially Designated Global Terrorists, meaning that
they will not be admitted to the United States and
that any US assets they hold will be blocked. 

Sales said that the United States was alarmed by
the rise in white supremacist violence around the
world, including attacks on Muslims in Christchurch,
New Zealand, and against Hispanics in El Paso,
Texas. President Donald Trump has faced wide-
spread criticism for his uncritical treatment of white
supremacists as well as his rhetoric that demonizes
non-white immigrants as criminals.

Most notoriously, Trump said that neo-Nazis

whose 2017 march in Charlottesville, Virginia de-
volved into violence included “very fine people.”
Sales insisted that the administration was targeting
white supremacists. He said that the designation
was made possible by an order by Trump that al-
lows designation of terrorists based on their train-
ing, not necessarily participation in violence. But he
said that two extremists from Sweden, known for its
generosity toward refugees, traveled in August
2016 to Saint Petersburg to undergo 11 days of
paramilitary training.

They returned to Sweden and carried out a series
of attacks including a bombing outside a migrant
center in Gothenburg that gravely injured one per-
son, the State Department said. “This group has in-
nocent blood on its hands,” Sales said. “Today’s
designations send an unmistakable message that the
United States will not hesitate to use our sanctions
authorities aggressively, and that we are prepared
to target any foreign terrorist group, regardless of
ideology, that threatens our citizens, our interests
abroad, or our allies,” he said. — AFP 

SAINT PETERSBURG: Photo shows members of the ‘Russian Imperial Movement’, a nationalist group in
Russia posing for a picture with weapon simulators at a training base in Saint-Petersburg. The United
States on April 6, 2020 branded a Russian far-right group as a foreign terrorist organization, the first
time it has targeted white supremacists with tools regularly used against Islamist extremists. — AFP 
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Chad former dictator freed 

DAKAR: A Senegal judge has granted Chad’s
former dictator Hissene Habre two months’ leave
from prison, where he is serving life for crimes
against humanity, as the jail is being used to hold
new detainees in coronavirus quarantine. Habre,
who ruled Chad from 1982 to 1990, was convicted
of war crimes and crimes against humanity at an
African Union-backed trial in the Senegalese
capital Dakar in 2016. A Chadian commission of
inquiry estimated 40,000 people were killed by
his regime. After he was overthrown, Habre fled
to Senegal and for more than 20 years lived freely
in an upmarket Dakar suburb with his wife and
children. —AFP 

Guinea’s new constitution 

CONAKRY: Guinea’s President Alpha Conde
has enacted a new constitution following a refer-
endum last month on changes that critics fear are
aimed at extending his time in office. Changing
the constitution was hugely controversial in the
west African nation, spurring mass demonstra-
tions that left dozens dead. After months of ten-
sions, Conde enacted the new charter by decree
read on national television on Monday, the same
day he approved a 292 million euro ($315 million)
“economic response plan” to the coronavirus
pandemic. A former opposition figure jailed under
previous hardline regimes, Conde made history
in 2010 as the first democratically elected presi-
dent in a country with a chronic history of military
coups and turmoil. Voters returned him to office
in 2015 for his second and final five-year term
under the current constitution, but critics say he
has become increasingly authoritarian. — AFP 

Abandoned animals die 

KARACHI: Abandoned when Pakistan’s largest
cities went into lockdown, hundreds of caged
cats, dogs and rabbits have been found dead in-
side pet markets hurriedly shuttered as the
coronavirus spread. Animals still alive in the cor-
ner of Karachi’s sprawling Empress Market were
rescued only after activists appealed to the au-
thorities for access. Two weeks into the shut-
down, Ayesha Chundrigar could hear the cries
of the pets from outside the shops, which to-
gether housed up to 1,000 animals. “When we
got inside, the majority of them were dead,
about 70 percent. Their bodies were lying on the
ground,” Chundrigar, who runs ACF Animal Res-
cue said. — AFP 

UN refrains from blaming Russia 

UNITED NATIONS: A UN board of inquiry in-
vestigating attacks on civilian establishments in
Syria, including hospitals, has refrained from di-
rectly holding Russia responsible, according to a
summary of its report published Monday. The co-
ordinates of the sites had been communicated to
the belligerents by the United Nations to protect
them from air strikes. Without mentioning Russia,
the investigation concluded that in four out of the
seven cases studied by the board-a school, a
health center, a surgical hospital and a protection
center-”the government of Syria and/or its allies
had carried out the airstrike.” In 2019, The New
York Times published an exhaustive investigation,
notably including recordings of Russian pilots,
that directly incriminated Russia in attacks on
hospitals in Syria. — AFP 

World ‘short
of’ 6 million
nurses
GENEVA: As COVID-19 captures
global headlines, the World Health
Organization (WHO) warned yes-
terday that the world needs nearly
six million nurses. The UN’s health
agency along with partners Nurs-
ing Now and the International
Council of Nurses (ICN) under-
scored in a report the crucial role
played by nurses, who make up
more than half of all health workers
worldwide. 

“Nurses are the backbone of any
health system,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a
statement. “Today, many nurses find
themselves on the frontline in the
battle against COVID-19,” he noted,
adding that it was vital they “get the
support they need to keep the world
healthy.”  The report said that there
are just under 28 million nurses on
the planet. In the five years leading
up to 2018, the number grew by 4.7
million. “But this still leaves a global
shortfall of 5.9 million,” the WHO
said, pointing out that the greatest
gaps were in poorer countries in
Africa, southeast Asia, the Middle
East and parts of South America.
The report urged countries to iden-
tify gaps in their nursing workforce
and invest in nursing education, jobs
and leadership.

Shortages ‘exhaust workforce’ 
ICN chief executive Howard

Catton told a virtual briefing that

infection rates, medication errors
and mortality rates “are all higher
where there are too few nurses”.
Furthermore, “shortages exhaust
our current nursing workforce”, he
added. In fighting the pandemic,
Mary Watkins, who co-chaired the
report for Nursing Now, called for
urgent investment in virus tests for
healthcare workers.

“We have a very high propor-
tion of healthcare workers not
going to work because they’re
afraid that they’ve been infected
and that they can’t prove that they
have not got the infection-or that
they’ve had it, and they’re over it,”
she said. Catton said that 23 nurses
had died in Italy and cited figures
suggesting that around 100 health
workers had died around the world.
Meanwhile he said there were re-
ports of nine percent of health
workers being infected in Italy and
“we’re now hearing of rates of in-
fections up to 14 percent in Spain”.

He also cited reports of “com-
pletely unacceptable and repre-
hensible” attacks on health workers

battling COVID-19, largely due to
ignorance about their work, com-
bined with countries not doing
enough to protect them. “COVID is
putting it into a very stark lens for
us all,” he said, though he wel-
comed the growing appreciation in
some countries of nurse’s work.
Catton said that could help change
perceptions of the value of nurs-
ing-which in turn might help make
it a more attractive profession.

Male recruitment 
Beyond COVID-19, Watkins

said many wealthier countries were
not producing enough nurses to
meet their own healthcare needs,
and were therefore reliant on mi-
gration, exacerbating shortages in
poorer countries. “Eighty percent
of the world’s nurses only currently
serve 50 percent of the world’s
population,” she noted. Catton
warned of risks that richer coun-
tries would rely on the Philippines
and India to “supply the world with
nurses”, which could lead to signifi-
cant shortages in India. — AFP

Trump, Biden finally
bury hatchet to talk
on coronavirus 
WASHINGTON: Democrat Joe Biden and Pres-
ident Donald Trump finally spoke by phone Mon-
day, both sides confirmed, ending days of teasing
and squabbling between the presidential election
rivals to discuss the national coronavirus upheaval.
The call marked a rare moment of unity for the
country seven months before election day and
during a frightening health and economic crisis. 

“We had a really wonderful warm conversa-
tion,” centered on the pandemic, Trump said at a
regular briefing by his coronavirus task force. “He
gave me his point of view and I fully understood
that,” Trump said, adding they spoke for about 15
minutes. “I appreciate his calling.” Biden’s commu-
nication director confirmed the two men had “a
good call.” Biden “shared several suggestions for
actions” the administration can take “to address
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic,” Kate Beding-
field said on Twitter.

He also “expressed his appreciation for the
spirit of the American people in meeting the chal-
lenges facing the nation,” she added. The idea of a
telephone call between Trump and Biden, who is
self-isolating at home like much of the country, had
been in the air for days. Last week, Trump said he’d
“love to speak with” Biden, adding, “I always found
him to be a nice guy.” On Thursday, Biden re-
sponded that he was “happy to hear he’ll take my
call.” But if Republican Trump sat all weekend by
the phone, he was left disappointed - and by Mon-
day morning the pair were back to trading barbs.
“What ever happened to that phone call he told
the Fake News he wanted to make to me?” Trump
complained on Twitter. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: This combination of 12 pictures shows medical staffers on the front-
line treating patients of the COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) pandemic. — AFP 


