
US coronavirus 
deaths pass bleak
10,000 milestone 
WASHINGTON: Americans were put on
notice Monday not to let up in the fight
against the coronavirus, as a grim mile-
stone of 10,000 deaths cast a pall over the
first signs of optimism about the outbreak’s
trajectory. The United States has emerged
as one of the world’s worst-hit nations,
with a steadily mounting number of fatali-
ties and millions facing the possibility of
economic ruin.

Authorities began the week by telling
frightened communities to brace for one of
the worst periods yet in an outbreak that has
not yet reached its peak. Baltimore-based
Johns Hopkins University, which has been
keeping a running tally of coronavirus num-
bers, said more than 368,000 US cases had
been confirmed, with 10,986 deaths by late
Monday. Only Italy (16,523) and Spain
(13,341) have seen more of their citizens
killed by the pandemic. 

There was a glimmer of hope, however, in
New York, the main focus of the US out-
break, where there have been more than
4,750 deaths statewide and 130,000 cases.
Governor Andrew Cuomo said Monday the
death rate had been “effectively flat” for two
days. The state reported 599 new deaths,
similar to Sunday’s tally of 594 and down
from a record 630 on Saturday. But the gov-
ernor ordered schools and non-essential
businesses to remain shut for a further three
weeks, telling reporters: “Now is not the
time to be lax.” 

‘Social distancing is working’ 
“It is hopeful but it is also inconclusive,”

Cuomo said, adding that it would be a “mis-
take” to relax restrictions too early. “If the
curve is turning, it’s because the rate of in-
fection is going down. If the rate of infection
is going down, it’s because social distancing
is working.” The pandemic has killed nearly
75,000 worldwide since the new coron-

avirus emerged in December in China, ac-
cording to an AFP tally compiled from offi-
cial sources. 

Authorities have warned that between
100,000 and 240,000 people could die in
the United States, even in a best-case sce-
nario with social distancing guidelines being
observed. Nine states-all controlled by Re-
publican governors-have still not yet or-
dered total lockdowns, much to the
frustration of public health experts. The Wis-
consin Supreme Court blocked a last-minute
attempt by the governor of the midwestern
state to postpone the next day’s Democratic
presidential primary and other elections be-
cause of the coronavirus epidemic and ruled
that the vote should go ahead.

In a 4-2 decision, the top state court
overturned an executive order from the
Democratic Governor Tony Evers, who had
sought to delay the election until June citing
the threat to poll workers and voters from
the virus. Wisconsin, which is among those
under stay-at-home orders, would have
joined around 15 US states that have already
delayed their primaries. Evers moved to

postpone the election unilaterally after the
Republican-majority state Senate and state
Assembly ignored his repeated appeals for
a delay.

Pathway from crisis 
Although hotspots like New York face a

dire lack of protective gear, ventilators and
medics, there was further cause for opti-
mism, with early-hit states like Washington
and California demonstrating a possible
pathway out of the crisis. Washington state
appears to be on the downward slope of its
case curve and has even sent 400 ventilators
to New York, but its governor Jay Inslee said
he feared a second wave because of the on-
going patchwork response. 

“Even if Washington gets on top of this
fully, if another state doesn’t, it can come
back and come across our borders two
months from now, so this is important to
have a national success,” he told NBC. Cal-
ifornia is also showing how it is possible to
get on top of the crisis, said epidemiologist
Brandon Brown of the University of Califor-
nia, Riverside.  —AFP 

NEW YORK: Refrigerator trucks parked outside
hospital doors, overwhelmed undertakers, and talk
about temporary burials in parks: America’s coron-
avirus epicenter of New York is grappling with how
to deal with the dead. As the Big Apple’s death toll
from COVID-19 soared to 3,485 Monday, images of
bodies covered in sheets being transported on
stretchers by health workers in protective suits are a
common sight outside hospitals. 

The trucks are storing bodies that are accumulat-
ing too quickly for funeral directors to pick them up
directly from hospitals. On Monday morning, AFP
saw nine bodies loaded into trucks outside Wyckoff
Hospital in Brooklyn. Several undertakers interviewed
by AFP said they were struggling to deal with New
York state’s coronavirus death toll of more than 500
a day. Between Friday and Saturday, a high of 630
deaths were recorded. 

“The majority of funeral homes do not have refrig-
eration or (have) limited refrigeration,” said Ken Brew-

ster, owner of Crowe’s Funeral Homes in Queens. “If you
don’t have the space... you need those trucks,” added
Brewster, whose small business has been bombarded
with requests for funeral services for COVID-19 pa-
tients over the past week.

‘Like 9/11’ 
Pat Marmo manages five

funeral homes across the
city. He is finding it difficult
to cope with the stress gen-
erated by influx of bodies,
particularly because he
himself just lost a cousin
and close friend to the pan-
demic. “The hospitals are
pushing (us). They want the people picked up (as
quickly as possible) and the funeral homes don’t have
the facilities to handle these bodies,” he said.

Marmo estimates that his homes are currently

dealing with three times more bodies that normal and
that burials will last well into next month. “It’s almost
like 9/11, going on for days and days and days,” he
said, referring to the worst terror strikes on US soil

back on September 11,
2001. Undertakers are so
overcrowded that a city
official raised the possibil-
ity Monday of carrying out
temporary burials in a
public park.

“Trenches will be dug
for 10 caskets in a line. It
will be done in a dignified,
orderly and temporary
manner. But it will be tough

for NYers to take,” tweeted Mark Levine, a Manhat-
tan council representative. The comments caused
quite a stir in America’s most populous city, which has
already been transformed by the pandemic, including

in Central Park where a field hospital is tending to
virus patients.

Apex of deaths? 
The mayor’s spokeswoman, Freddi Goldstein,

stressed that the city government was not consider-
ing using local parks as cemeteries. But she added
that Hart Island, where around one million New York-
ers are buried in mass graves, may be used “for tem-
porary burials, if the need grows.” Mayor Bill de
Blasio himself spoke of the possibility of temporary
burials “to tide us over until the end of the crisis. 

“We are not at that point,” he told reporters, be-
fore refusing to give any more details. Governor An-
drew Cuomo announced Monday that the number of
deaths across New York state had flattened out since
Saturday’s high, below 600 a day. He suggested the
state may be at the peak of its pandemic, but ex-
tended stay-at-home measures until April 29, saying
now was not the time to end social distancing. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: Bodies are moved to a refrigerator truck serving as a temporary morgue outside of Wyckoff Hospital in the Borough of Brooklyn in New York. — AFP

New York struggles with the dead 
Morgues overflow; undertakers overwhelmed 

NEW YORK: A Muslim health worker prays outside of a special coronavirus intake area
at Maimonides Medical Center in the Borough Park neighborhood of the Brooklyn bor-
ough of New York City. — AFP 

COVID-19’s 
death toll 

soars to 3,485

‘Dead city’:
Singapore
paralyzed  
SINGAPORE: Singapore’s usually
bustling business district was almost
deserted yesterday as most workplaces
in the city-state closed to stem the
spread of the coronavirus after a surge
in cases. The financial hub has won
praise for using a tough regime of test-
ing and tracing contacts of the sick to
keep its outbreak largely in check, but
has seen a jump in new infections in re-
cent days. 

Authorities previously resisted the
kind of draconian measures seen in
worse-hit countries-but have now or-
dered the closure of all businesses
deemed non-essential as well as
schools, and have asked people to stay
home. There were just a handful of
people in a usually packed major
square in the business district Tuesday
morning as workplaces closed.

“It feels like a dead city, everyone is

scared, they’re all hiding at home,”
Jenny Lee, who works at an insurance
brokers said. “All the crowds have dis-
appeared.” Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong urged Singaporeans to “do our
part to support our healthcare profes-
sionals by staying at home, and com-
plying with the enhanced measures in
place”. Schools will close from
Wednesday, with the tougher restric-
tions set to last a month. The city-state
reported 66 more COVID-19 cases
Monday, bringing its total so far to
1,375, including six deaths.

While these figures are low com-
pared to many other countries, author-
ities nevertheless decided to take
action after a rise in locally transmitted
cases in the city of 5.7 million. The gov-
ernment at the weekend quarantined
almost 20,000 foreign migrant workers
for two weeks after a growing number
of infections were discovered in their
dormitories. Large numbers of foreign
laborers, mostly from South Asia, work
in construction in the city-state and
usually live in sprawling dormitory
complexes. Globally, the virus has
claimed more than 74,000 victims out
of 1.34 million confirmed cases. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: A general view shows the central business district of Singapore as
the country ordered the closure of all businesses deemed non-essential as well
as schools to combat the spread of the COVID-19 novel coronavirus. — AFP 


