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Kuwait govt to take legal action
against sponsors abusing workers

Kuwait witnesses most critical phase amidst COVID-19: Health Minister
KUWAIT: Kuwait government decided
Monday to extend a holiday that was
supposed to end this week until April 23
as part of the country’s efforts to curb
spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19), while taking legal action against
sponsors abusing workers. The govern-
ment decided to extend the holiday until
April 23 and work will resume on Sunday,
April 26, spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem
told an online news conference following
a cabinet meeting chaired by His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Mezrem said
the cabinet assigned Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Interior Anas Al-
Saleh to form a team tasked with taking
legal actions against
sponsors who fake
workforce, as well as
taking appropriate
measures to prevent
abuse of workers.

Meanwhile, a cab-
inet statement said it
assigned the ministe-
rial economic com-
mittee and an executive committee to
meet with the National Assembly’s office
to discuss the public debt draft law
amidst huge change in domestic and ex-
ternal spending due to the coronavirus.
The cabinet also approved a Ministry of
Health’s (MoH) request to recruit special-
ized medical teams from abroad to pro-
vide support for front-line workers. It

also assigned relevant authorities to ex-
tend contracts of workers in services,
maintenance, cleaning and operations.

Curfew extended
The government had also decided to

extend a partial curfew by two hours as
of Monday to be between 5:00 pm and
6:00 am, as well as imposing a lockdown
on the areas of Mahboula and Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. Minister Saleh told an online
news conference that the extension of the
curfew would be effective as of Monday.
Saleh also said the government believed
it would be useful to have gradual exten-
sion of the curfew in order to allow peo-
ple leave their houses but only when

necessary. He urged
the public anew to
stay indoors even
when the curfew
ended.

Saleh also said the
government decided
to impose a complete
lockdown on Mah-
boula and Jleeb Al-

Shuyoukh for two weeks. He said the
lockdown, to start Monday, would enable
the health workers carry out tests of in-
habitants in the two areas for their own
wellbeing and for the wellbeing of the
public in general. Saleh thanked the citi-
zens and expatriates for displaying re-
sponsible commitment to the health
authorities’ instructions which aimed at

preserving their safety.
Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah, addressing the same news con-
ference, said health authorities were in
the process of containment and to know
who was the sources of the virus, as well
as containing the sick persons. He urged
people anew to wash their hands, stay
indoors, avoid gatherings and be aware
of social distancing. “Kuwait is witness-
ing the most important and critical phase
in its fight against coronavirus which is
containment,” Sheikh Basel said, but

hoped to overcome this stage with best
results. To contain the virus “we should
know the surrounding of infection and
those causing the cases and their spread,
in addition to isolation and treatment of
people who came into close contact with
already-infected persons with the aim of
preventing spread of the virus,” Sheikh
Basel added. He said Kuwait underwent
preventive measures “which will help us
a lot in dealing with the current and fu-
ture phases.”

The measures over the past weeks,

he added, aimed at slowing the spread
of the virus “not minimizing number of
infections.” The government measures
are “not mere reactions” but based on
extensive meetings that started in Janu-
ary and are in coordination with the
World Health Organization (WHO), said
the minister. Sheikh Basel meanwhile
said repatriation of Kuwaitis was under-
going constant review. “I urge all to be
patient for the sake of public safety,” he
said, and hopefully “you will be reunited
with your loved ones.” — KUNA

Lockdown
on two

areas
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah addressed a cable of congratu-
lations to Mohammad Jassem Al-Sagr,
Chairman of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (KCCI), on his
election uncontested as the chamber’s
head. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak sent identical
messages to Sagr.

KCCI’s board elected Sagr as chair-
man during a general assembly meeting
held on March 31. He succeeds long-
time KCCI chairman Ali Al-Ghanem,
who stepped down following 15 years
of hard work and efficiency, KCCI said
in a statement. The new board members
were elected during the meeting as fol-
lows: Mohammed Jassem Al-Sagr -
Chairman; Abdul Wahab Al-Wazzan -
First deputy chairman; Fahad Al-Joa’an
- Second deputy chairman; Abdullah
Al-Humaidhi - honorary treasurer;
Dabbous Al-Dabbous - Deputy hon-
orary treasurer; Osama Al-Nisf - Office
member; Essam Mohammed Al-Bahar -
Office member.

KCCI added that board members
then resumed consultations to organize
various committee memberships, not-

ing that the board would have five
committees including the membership
and commercial norms, labor and in-
dustry, trade and transportation, finan-
cial and investment and the projects
and housing committees.

Besides his vast record in the field of
economy, trade and industry, Sagr held
several posts locally, regionally and in-
ternationally. He is the chairman of the
Arab and International Relations Coun-
cil since August 2009, and has chaired
the Arab parliament from 2005 to
2009. Sagr was a prominent member of
parliament between 1999 and 2009, a
period during which he chaired the for-
eign affairs’ committee. Sagr also
served as editor-in-chief of Al-Qabas
daily from 1983 to 1999. 

Amir congratulates
Sagr on KCCI election

Mohammad Al-Sagr

KUWAIT: Tarek El-Sheikh, United
Nations Secretary General Repre-
sentative and Resident Coordinator
to Kuwait, applauded the State of
Kuwait for being among top donors
for the World Health Organization.
He also lauded the state for being in
lead among nations fighting the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). In a state-
ment marking World Health Day yes-
terday, Sheikh expressed deep
gratitude to the State of Kuwait and
its leadership for contributing $60
million to WHO for fighting the virus.
He lauded, personally and on behalf
of international organizations in
Kuwait, the country’s effective ef-
forts against coronavirus. The State
of Kuwait has taken instant and ef-
fective measures to stem spread of
the virus, he said, underlining hu-
manitarian decisions concerning ex-
patriates who violated residency law,
granting them a grace period and
pardon of fines to depart the country
on the state’s expenses. Moreover, he
admired courage and professional-
ism of the Health ministry staff who
have been on the frontlines in the
combat against COVID-19, extend-

ing the praise to all civil servants in-
volved in the efforts. He furthermore
underscored enormous efforts of the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for facilitating return of all Kuwaitis
stranded in various corners of the
world. The World Health Day falls
this year amid extraordinary and
hard circumstances in the whole
world where humanity faces an in-
visible enemy, struggling to win this
war against the virus, he said, also
expressing gratitude to all medical
staff, pharmacists, drivers, cleaners
and administrators. — KUNA
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