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78 new coronavirus cases as  
Jleeb, Mahboula cordoned off

Saudi imposes 24-hour curfew • Gulf states urged to free workers, activists 
By B Izzak and Agencies  

 
KUWAIT: The ministry of health 
reported 78 new coronavirus cases 
yesterday, raising the total number to 
743 cases and one death. Of the new 
cases, 77 are expats, 59 of whom are 
Indians and the rest belonging to sev-
eral nationalities. Of the 637 cases 
receiving treatment, 23 are in inten-
sive care, six in critical condition. The 
ministry said two cases had recov-
ered, one a 72-year-old Kuwaiti man 
and the other a two-year-old expat 
boy, raising the total number of 
recoveries to 105. 

MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei said yes-
terday that he and a group of law-
makers have submitted a draft law to 
increase penalties on “traffickers in 
persons” in order to fight visa traders 
in the country, blamed for recruiting 
thousands of expat workers for mon-
ey. The lawmaker said the main idea 
of the legislation is to upgrade the 
penalty from a misdemeanor to a 
felony, which is accompanied by pro-
posing tougher punishments. 

Tabtabaei said expatriate laborers 
are not to blame for this grave viola-
tion, because they were recruited to 
the country and abandoned without 
jobs in exchange of illegal fees, which 
are taken every year. He said MPs 
had in the past submitted scores of 
proposals to rectify the imbalance in 
the demographic structure, which is 
tilted in favor of expatriates who 
make up some 70 percent of the 
country’s nearly five million people. 

The lawmaker said that it is unac-
ceptable that the number of expats 
reaches this high level because they 
overburden services and food com-
modities in the country, especially in 
times of crises. He said Kuwait is 
committed by its constitution to 
offer all services to its citizens as 
wel l  as residents, but this  is  an 
appropriate t ime to resolve this 
decades-old problem. Tabtabaei 
called on the government and the 
Assembly to swift ly debate and 
approve the legislation so as to start 
implementing it soon. 
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LONDON: Britain’s prime minister was battling the 
coronavirus in intensive care yesterday, the highest-
profile case in the pandemic as the United States 
and Europe saw their death tolls reach new mile-
stones. Boris Johnson’s fight against the disease 

underscored the indiscriminate nature of COVID-
19, which has restricted freedoms for some four bil-
lion people, wrecked the global economy and 
upended society. 

Johnson spent the night in intensive care after 
being admitted with a deteriorating case of coron-
avirus, prompting serious concerns yesterday about 
his health and the government’s response to a still-
escalating outbreak. Johnson asked Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab to deputize for him shortly 
before he was moved to the intensive care unit of a 
London hospital on Monday evening.  
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British PM fights  
virus in ICU as  
global toll soars 

LONDON: School closures do not tend to 
help contain the spread of infections during 
outbreaks of disease such as COVID-19, but 
will have a big impact on how societies restart 
after lockdown, scientists said on Monday. 
Data on the effects of school closures on 
COVID-19 are limited as the pandemic is still 
under way, but researchers at University 
College London said evidence from flu epi-
demics and outbreaks caused by other coron-
aviruses suggests their impact on the spread of 
the disease will be small. 

“We know from previous studies that school 
closures are likely to have the greatest effect if 
the virus has low transmissibility and attack 
rates are higher in children. This is the opposite 
of COVID-19,” said Russell Viner, an expert at 
UCL’s Great Ormond Street Institute of Child 
Health who co-led the research. “Policymakers 
need to be aware of the equivocal evidence 
when considering school closures for COVID-
19 given the profound and long lasting effect 
they will have on children - particularly the 
most disadvantaged,” he said. 

Millions of children around the world have 
been affected by school closures as govern-
ments introduced social distancing and lock-
down measures to try to slow the COVID-19 
pandemic caused by the new SARS-COV2 
coronavirus. Viner’s research, published late on 
Monday in The Lancet Child & Adolescent 
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School closures  
have little impact  
on virus control 

Boris Johnson


