
PARIS: Football has ground to a halt due to the
(COVID-19) coronavirus pandemic, and the im-
mediate concern is the simple survival of many
clubs because of the financial impact, but there
is hope that the global game could ultimately
emerge better from this crisis. “We are living
through something none of us were used to and
which will change us profoundly,” Everton
manager Carlo Ancelotti told Corriere dello
Sport.

Not since World War II has the sport been
forced to stop across Europe. The sudden in-
terruption has exposed the deficiencies of a
system intoxicated by huge sums of money.
Cutbacks are inevitable in the short term. “TV
money will go down, players and coaches will
earn less. Tickets will cost less because people
will have less money. The economy will be dif-
ferent and so will football. Maybe it will be bet-
ter,” said Ancelotti. “As with most things, crisis
is an opportunity,” football historian and aca-

demic David Goldblatt, author of recent book
The Age of Football, told AFP, before sounding
a warning.

“It could actually get worse. For there to be
real change there has to be a change in the way
power and ownership is distributed in the
game.” At the moment the financial power be-
longs to the lucky few at the top, but even they
are being hurt. That is likely to affect the trans-
fer market, and huge spending sprees on play-
ers could become a thing of the past.

“In two or three years, it will not be possible
to spend the sums we have been seeing be-
cause every country will be affected. In all like-
lihood a new footballing world will emerge
from this,” insisted former Bayern Munich pres-
ident Uli Hoeness. Already players at Barcelona
- the richest club in the world - have agreed a
70 percent pay cut. Clubs across Europe are
taking similar measures.

It is evidence that clubs, even in the elite,

have been living on the edge, and it raises the
question of whether salary caps could finally be
seen as a way forward, despite the difficulties
presented by EU rules. In Germany, the Bun-
desliga’s four Champions League representa-
tives this season have pledged 20 million euros
($22 million) to help crisis-hit clubs in an en-
couraging sign of solidarity. Meanwhile, lessons
may also be learned about how TV revenue is
distributed in future.

Fewer games
It may also be time to rework the fixture cal-

endar. The fashion for expanding existing tour-
naments - like staging a 48-team World Cup
and 24-team Club World Cup - is surely not
sustainable. “It is now high time that we find
some rules to say ok, let’s get out of this crisis
as well as we can, but let’s also put safeguards
in that manage player loads successfully mov-
ing forward,” warned Jonas Baer-Hoffmann,

general secretary of global players’ union FIF-
Pro, as he called for “a much healthier set-up
than we what have had lately.” 

FIFA president Gianni Infantino has ac-
knowledged the calls for change, telling La
Gazzetta dello Sport that “we can perhaps re-
form world football by taking a step back. With
different formats. Fewer tournaments, maybe
fewer teams, but more balanced.” Goldblatt,
meanwhile, believes FIFA need to look again at
plans to stage a 48-team World Cup in 2026 all
across North America. 

That, and the European Championship that
UEFA intend to stage in 12 cities across the con-
tinent, are being planned in ways which appear
at odds with the need to face up to another im-
minent threat: climate change. “If we have
learned anything from the last couple of months
it is that we should listen to the scientists,” Gold-
blatt says. “We need to hit the pause button on
all of this and have a massive rethink.”—AFP 
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LONDON: Premier League clubs have been accused of liv-
ing in a “moral vacuum”, with players urged to take their
share of the financial hit from the coronavirus pandemic as
non-playing staff begin to feel the pinch. Last year’s Cham-
pions League finalists Tottenham, as well as Newcastle and
Norwich, have faced a backlash for using the British gov-
ernment’s furlough scheme, which will guarantee 80 percent
of employees’ income up to a maximum of £2,500 ($3,000)
a month. 

“It sticks in the throat,” said lawmaker Julian Knight, who
chairs the Commons Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
Committee, referring to the use of public funds to prop up
wage bills. “This exposes the crazy economics in English
football and the moral vacuum at its centre.”

That £2,500 sum would be a drop in the ocean for many
Premier League stars, yet there has so far been no agree-
ment on wage cuts or deferrals for players, unlike the situ-
ation at other top European clubs such as Juventus and
Barcelona. Tottenham chairman Daniel Levy said he hoped
discussions between the Premier League and players’ and
managers’ representatives would “result in players and
coaches doing their bit for the football eco-system”.

However, a joint meeting between the Premier League,
English Football League, Professional Footballers’ Associ-
ation and League Managers Association on Wednesday
failed to reach an agreement. —AFP 

COVID-19 pause could force 
global football to change

DAKAR: Senegal is in mourning following the death of one
of its foremost sporting icons from coronavirus, as the
government struggles to impose health restrictions in the
West African state. Former Olympique de Marseille pres-
ident Pape Diouf died late Tuesday aged 68 in the capital
Dakar after contracting COVID-19. 

The first ever black president of a top European football
club, a onetime journalist, was idolised in his native Senegal.
Diouf was the first to die from coronavirus in the country. His
death was a wake-up call. Adama Ndione, vice president of
an Olympique de Marseille fan club in Senegal, said he had
“spilled a lot of tears” over his hero’s death. “He was a Sene-
galese, a perfect example of success in everything he did, an
example for us,” Ndione said.

Tributes have poured in for Diouf from Senegalese digni-
taries, with President Macky Sall calling him an “eminence
grise of football” and the singer Youssou Ndour saying he was
a “formidable and multi-dimensional man”. Diouf’s death has
put a human face on what has tended to be a distant concern
in Senegal. The former French colony has recorded 190 coro-
navirus infections to date, and as in other poor African states,
there are fears that the government is ill-equipped for a large
outbreak. 

Last week, Sall announced a state of emergency in order
to curb coronavirus, imposing a dusk-to-dawn curfew. He has
also banned large gatherings, mosque prayers and shut
schools. But the government has struggled to enforce some of
these measures, with police sometimes having to disperse

crowds of worshippers. Senegalese are debating whether the
government should impose stricter measures as the virus
spreads, even though many workers in the informal sector are
suffering as sales plummet.

Local government officials, such as the mayor of Dakar’s
working-class Medina district, complain about widespread
disregard for the anti-virus measures.”Pape’s death raises
awareness through its strong resonance,” psychologist
Serigne Mor Mbaye was quoted as saying in local media. “We
saw him as omnipotent, at an inaccessible level,” he added.
Adama Ndione, of the Marseille fan club, said people had not
wanted to believe in the threat posed by coronavirus, but
would now start to fear it.— AFP 

Sports icon’s death 
awakens Senegal to 
coronavirus threat

Sudden interruption exposes deficiencies of the system 

MARSEILLE: This file photo shows former president of Marseille
football club ‘l’Olympique de Marseille’ Pape Diouf. Pape Diouf,
68-year-old died after contracting the COVID-19 disease, his fam-
ily announced on March 31, 2020. — AFP 
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