
LAUSANNE: The postponement of the Tokyo
Olympics and the shutdown of the sporting
calendar because of the coronavirus pandemic
are going to hit international sports federations
hard financially. Many sports that are part of
the Games depend heavily on the payouts
every four years from the International
Olympic Committee (IOC). “The situation is
tense and very gloomy. An assessment will be
made, but clearly some posts are under threat,”
said an official of a major international federa-
tion. The 28 international federations (IF) of the
sports that were due to be present at the Tokyo
Olympics, would have received substantial
sums from the IOC.

However, the postponement of the Games
until 2021 could lead to a freeze of their pay-
ment. “We have a lot of IF with substantial re-
serves, but others work on a different business
model, they have income from major events
which are suspended, which can be a problem
for the cashflow if they don’t have enough re-

serves,” said Andrew Ryan, director general of
the Association of International Olympic Sum-
mer Sports Federations (ASOIF), which is re-
sponsible for distributing this money.

The five additions to the Tokyo Games pro-
gram - karate, surfing, skateboarding, climbing
and baseball/softball - are not eligible. The
Olympic payout totaled $520 million after the
Rio Games, four years ago. “The Olympic
money could be less than for Rio 2016,” Ryan
warned before adding: “My advice is to budget
the same as in Rio”.

The federations receive money on a sliding
scale determined by their audience and size.
The three largest (athletics, swimming and
gymnastics) can expect approximately $40
million. For the second tier, made up of cycling,
basketball, volleyball, football and tennis, the
sum is $25 million. For group three, which con-
tains eight sports, including boxing, rowing,
judo and table tennis, it is $17 million. The nine
sports in the next level (including sailing,

canoing and fencing) receive $12 million. For
the three in the last category (rugby, golf, mod-
ern pentathlon) the payout is $7 million. 

For the largest associations, such as football’s
FIFA which has a $1.5 billion nest egg, or basket-
ball body FIBA which has CHF 44.4 million (42
million euros) in reserves, IOC aid represents a
small proportion of their income. For others, it is
vital. “Some IF probably don’t have the cashflow
to survive one year,” said Ryan. For most feder-
ations, the postponement of the Olympic Games
has a domino effect, forcing them to reschedule
their own money-earning competitions. “The
revenues from these events will eventually come
in,” said Ryan. “But this impacts the cashflow.”
World Athletics has already postponed the 2021
World Championships in Eugene, Oregon to
2022. The International Swimming Federation
(FINA) will have to do the same for its World
Championships scheduled for next summer in
Fukuoka, Japan, when they would probably clash
with the Tokyo Games.—AFP 
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Coronavirus to hit international sports federations hard 

NARAHA: The Olympic Flame is displayed at the
J-Village National Training Centre in Naraha,
Fukushima Prefecture yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: A second French broadcaster, BeIN has suspended the
payment of TV rights for French league because it has no games
to air due to the coronavirus pandemic. BeIN made clear it was
not going to pay the next instalment of its contract in a letter to
the French league (LFP) seen by AFP on Wednesday.  Canal+,
which pays more to show more matches, had already said it would
not pay its next instalment.

BeIN and league leaders Paris Saint-Germain are both Qatari-
owned and are run by the same man, Nasser Al-Khelaifi. “Our
group has taken the decision to suspend the next payments pro-
vided for in our agreement until Ligue 1 and Ligue 2 can resume
according to a schedule that allows their normal broadcasting to
our subscribers,” the BeIN director general Yousef Al-Obaidly
wrote in the letter to the LFP.  

The league told AFP that it “confirms BeIN’s letter” but would
make “no further comment”. Al-Obaidly told AFP that he was
available to discuss “safeguards put in place by the League for
the continuation of the current league and the resumption of next
season”. BeIN was due to make a payment of 42 million euros on
April 5. Canal+ told AFP on Monday that it would not honor the
next payment of the TV rights.

“When matches are no longer delivered, payments are sus-
pended,” an executive at Canal+ told AFP. “Canal+ is not a bank.”
The next payments from Canal+ and BeIN are due in June. The
LFP says Canal+ was already 43 million euros behind in pay-
ments. TV rights made up 36 percent of the total income of Ligue
1 clubs in 2018-2019, From next season, Spanish group Mediapro
will take over the bulk of the LFP rights. BeIN has solds its smaller
slice to Canal+, which missed out in the original bidding.—AFP 

No games, no cash:
French broadcaster 
tells league

NEW YORK: The Brooklyn Nets and Los Angeles Lakers have
completed 14-day home isolations without any players showing
symptoms of coronavirus, the NBA clubs said on Wednesday.
The clubs intend to continue to follow safety guidelines set by
health and government officials regarding social distance and
sheltering in place.

Nets general manager Sean Marks, the first New Zealand-born
player in the NBA, said the four Nets players who had tested pos-
itive for the virus, reportedly including superstar forward Kevin
Durant, now show no symptoms of COVID-19. The entire travel
group for the Nets has completed isolation after learning March

17 that a player was showing coronavirus symptoms. Durant has
not played a game for the Nets due to a ruptured Achilles tendon
suffered in last June’s NBA Finals while with Golden State.

Kyrie Irving played only 20 games for Brooklyn before calling
it quits for the season due to a shoulder injury. But with the NBA
season shut down and playoffs potentially pushed back into Au-
gust, they might both be recovered enough to play in post-season
games if they are played. “I don’t think it’s fair to those athletes
nor the performance team to put a timeline on it,” Marks said. “I
think everyone is dealing with bigger, far more pressing things.”
All team practice facilities have been closed due to the outbreak.

“Just by getting time off, yes, does that make your body heal
and so forth? But there were several of our players that need the
facilities, need game reps, need to be playing,” Marks said. “You
could take the other side of this and say that this hiatus has set
their rehabilitation back and it has slowed them.” Marks and other
Nets personnel are only seeing players from a distance. “They
know their bodies better than anyone else, so at the right time and
when they are 100% and they are up for it, I’m sure they will be
making those decisions.”—AFP 

NBA Lakers, Nets 
symptom free after 
14-day isolations

KUALA LUMPUR: Nations considering bids to host the 2027
Asian Cup have been given an extra three months to lodge ex-
pressions of interest due to the coronavirus pandemic, the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) said yesterday. The AFC
had hoped to announce the tournament hosts as soon as pos-
sible to give them more time to prepare for the quadrennial

continental championship, which was expanded to 24 teams
for the 2019 edition in the United Arab Emirates. In the light
of the coronavirus pandemic, however, the AFC has decided
to extend the deadline for expressions of interest from March
31 to June 30.

“The decision was taken in light of the current COVID-19
pandemic to allow member associations, many of whom have
been affected by the global outbreak, sufficient time to meet
their internal processes and timelines,” the AFC said in a state-
ment. Saudi Arabia, who have won the continental title three
times but never hosted the tournament, are the only nation to
have publicly announced their intention to launch a bid for
2027. The next Asian Cup in 2023 will be staged in 10 cities in
China, the second time the East Asian nation has hosted the
tournament after 2004. —Reuters
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