
LONDON: Roger Federer and Serena Williams
were among the tennis stars left devastated on
Wednesday as Wimbledon was cancelled for the
first time since World War II due to the coron-
avirus. The cancellation of the oldest Grand Slam
tournament at London’s All England Club leaves
the season in disarray, with no tennis set to be
played until mid-July. 

“Devastated,” tweeted eight-time champion
Federer, while Serena, who has won the tourna-
ment seven times, said she was shocked by the
momentous decision. Wimbledon was due to run
for two weeks from June 29, with Novak
Djokovic and Simona Halep set to defend their
singles titles. But tournament chiefs bowed to
the inevitable on Wednesday, saying in a state-
ment that they had made the decision with
“great regret”. 

US tennis chiefs responded by saying the US
Open, due to finish a week before the contro-
versially rearranged French Open, was still due
to take place as planned. All England Club chair-
man Ian Hewitt said the decision to cancel Wim-
bledon had not been taken lightly. “It has
weighed heavily on our minds that the staging
of The Championships has only been interrupted
previously by world wars,” he said.

“But, following thorough and extensive con-
sideration of all scenarios, we believe that it is a
measure of this global crisis that it is ultimately

the right decision to cancel this year’s Champi-
onships.” Halep tweeted her disappointment. “So
sad to hear @Wimbledon won’t take place this
year,” she said. “Last year’s final will forever be
one of the happiest days of my life! But we are
going through something bigger than tennis and
Wimbledon will be back! And it means I have
even longer to look forward to defending my
title.” Two-time Wimbledon champion Andy
Murray added: “Very sad that Wimbledon has
been cancelled this year but with all that is going
on in the world right now, everyone’s health is
definitely the most important thing!” The deci-
sion to cancel Wimbledon was widely expected,
with the world struggling to contain the spread
of COVID-19, which has claimed more than
43,000 lives and infected more than 860,000
people, according to an AFP tally.

‘I’m going to miss it’ 
Organizers had earlier ruled out playing the

event behind closed doors while postponing it
would also have created its own problems, with
shorter days later in the English summer. The
ATP and WTA have also cancelled the grass-
court swing in the build-up to the tournament,
meaning the tennis season will not now restart
until July 13 at the earliest. The US Tennis Asso-
ciation said it was sticking to its August 31 to
September 13 dates for the US Open in New

York. “At this time the USTA still plans to host
the US Open as scheduled, and we continue to
hone plans to stage the tournament,” it said in a
statement. “The USTA is carefully monitoring
the rapidly changing environment surrounding
the COVID-19 pandemic, and is preparing for all
contingencies.” American legend Billie-Jean
King, a six-time Wimbledon women’s singles

champion, said cancelling the tournament was
the only option in the circumstances. 

“I fully understand and support the decision
of the committee and it is vital we keep our focus
on those most impacted by this pandemic,” she
said. “I have been fortunate to go to Wimbledon
every year since 1961 and I am certainly going
to miss it this year.—AFP 
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Wimbledon cancelled for 
the first time since WWII 

LONDON: In this file photo, a Wimbledon logo is seen at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest
London. The 2020 Wimbledon Championships has been cancelled for the first time since World War II due
to the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian cricketers Yuvraj Singh
and Harbhajan Singh have unleashed a social
media storm by backing former Pakistan cap-
tain Shahid Afridi’s foundation in its fight
against the coronavirus pandemic. The two
countries are bitter rivals and the move
touched a raw nerve in India. Afridi’s appeal
for donations to help people affected by the
deadly virus in Pakistan has had overwhelm-
ing support from leading cricketers. Harbha-
jan urged people to contribute in a video
message, and called on other cricketers in the
two countries to make similar appeals.
“These are testing times, it’s time to look out
for each other,” Yuvraj wrote on Twitter in a
call for funds.

While Afridi thanked the two, Indian Twit-
ter users reacted with fury at the support for
a rival player who has been a vocal critic of
India’s handling of the Kashmir dispute. “Do
you have any sense?” wrote one Twitter user.
“Lost respect” for Harbhajan Singh, added
another. “Sorry guys you lost it.” World Cup-
winning batsman Yuvraj, who made a return
from cancer before finally retiring last year,

hit back at his trolls with a message. “I really
don’t understand how a message to help the
most vulnerable gets blown out of propor-
tion!,” he wrote.

“All I tried to achieve via that message
was to help people in our respective coun-
tries by providing healthcare, my intention
was not to hurt anyone’s feelings. I’m an In-
dian and will always bleed blue and will al-
ways stand for humanity.” India and Pakistan
have not played a bilateral cricket series
since 2012-2013 and have seen a new peak
in tensions over Kashmir, which has been at
the centre of two wars between the neigh-
bors since 1947.

Kashmir has been divided between the
two since their independence seven decades
ago and India frequently accuses Pakistan of
organizing “terrorism” on its side of the bor-
der. The 38-year-old Yuvraj has also raised
money to fight coronavirus through his
‘YouWeCan’ foundation. India, which has
been under a 21-day lockdown since March
24, has so far confirmed more than 1,600
coronavirus cases and 38 deaths.— AFP 

Indian cricketers face backlash for 
supporting Pakistan Covid-19 fund

LONDON: England and Wales Cricket Board
chief executive Tom Harrison “volunteered” on
Wednesday to take the same 25 per cent pay cut
as other employees in the face of the coronavirus
pandemic. On Tuesday, when Harrison unveiled
the ECB’s £61 million ($76 million) aid package
in response to the “once in a generation” chal-
lenge of COVID-19 he said he would take a pay
cut. On Wednesday, the ECB unveiled the details.

“Proposed cuts will vary according to the
employee’s job grade, ranging from 25 percent
to 10 percent,” said an ECB statement that
added they would consult staff on plans to re-
duce all employees’ salaries for two months.
“The executive management team and board will
receive a salary reduction of 20 percent, while
chief executive officer Tom Harrison has volun-
teered a 25 percent reduction.” Harrison an an-
nual salary of some £720,000 ($892,000).

Some staff will be “asked to consent” to being
place on the furlough scheme that will see the
UK government pay as much as 80 percent of
their salary up to £2,500 per month, with the
ECB paying the additional 20 percent of the re-
duced salary. Meanwhile the ECB will freeze re-
cruitment in 2020 for all but “critical roles”
should an employee leave the board. “Yesterday

(Tuesday), we rolled out an interim financial
package which is fundamental to ensuring the
short-term survival of the professional and
recreational cricket network,” said Harrison.

“Today, we have made a difficult but impor-
tant announcement to cut central costs through
a number of measures — all with a desire to
protect jobs in the long-term and ensure we are
better prepared to weather the storm ahead.”
Harrison said Tuesday there were no plans to
enforce a pay cut on leading England players,
with the start of the domestic season delayed
until at least May 28 and doubt over the future
of lucrative tours by the West Indies, Pakistan
and Australia.

But the ESPNcricinfo website reported he
had written to the chief executive of England’s
Professional Cricketers Association’ to suggest
centrally contracted stars such as Test skipper
Joe Root and all-rounder Ben Stokes volunteer
to accept a cut of some 20 percent. It appears
the players have yet to be contacted directly.
World Cup-winning captain Eoin Morgan, asked
earlier on Wednesday if he would accept a pay
cut, said: “I’m extremely willing to help where I
know it will make a difference...I’m open to ab-
solutely everything.”—AFP 
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