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1. Portugal
As most European countries have at this

particular juncture, Portugal is hitting
pause on all nonessential travel and asking
its residents to shelter in place. But the
tourism board doesn’t want that to be
cause for despair, and it’s putting its
money where its mouth is with a new video
called “Can’t Skip Hope,” made totally by
teams working from home. Featuring
archival footage and a smartphone-
recorded voiceover, the video ties imagery
from across the nation – landscapes, mon-
uments, people, and attractions – in with
what the board is calling a message of
hope: “It is time to reflect. It is time to take
a break, for the good of the world. For now,
we can dream of those incredible days to
come. We are in this together.”

2. Japan
The 2020 Olympic Games might be post-

poned until next summer, but in the mean-
time, Japan is rolling out the red carpet for
virtual visitors from around the world. A 360º
VR movie hits the country’s highlights, from
the 333-meter-high Tokyo Tower to Kyoto’s
Bamboo Forest Road to Shibuya’s fast-
paced nightlife. Don’t blink, or you’ll miss
Yayoi Kusama’s Red Pumpkin sculpture in
Naoshima, scenes from the Kawaii Monster
Café in Harajuku, a restaurant where a con-
veyor belt whisks plates of sushi to and fro,
practitioners of the arts of kabuki and sumo,
and much, much more. To feel like you’re on
the ground, check out the Shibuya Crossing
livecam, head for Niseko Village, in the
shadow of Mt. Fuji, or take a zen view of Hi-
rono Park in the Shizuoka prefecture. For
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At home and dreaming of all the trips you’ll take when you have the chance? To satisfy that sense of longing for the wider world, a
handful of tourism boards have launched initiatives to keep globetrotters connected while they’re stuck on the ground – and though

they might not earn you a new passport stamp right away, they’re sure to fuel your wanderlust for future travels. Here are six destinations
to visit from afar – at least until you can get there in person.  


