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WASHINGTON, DC: The global death toll from
the coronavirus pandemic continued to worsen
yesterday despite unprecedented lockdowns, as
the head of the United Nations sounded the
alarm on what he said was humanity’s worst cri-
sis since World War II. The warning came as
Donald Trump told Americans to brace for a
“very painful” few weeks after the United States
registered its deadliest 24 hours of the crisis.
Around half of the planet’s population is under
some form of lockdown as governments struggle
to halt the spread of a disease that has now in-
fected more than 840,000 people.

Well over 40,000 are known to have died,
half of them in Italy and Spain, but the death toll
continues to rise with new records being logged
daily in the US. “This is going to be a very
painful-a very, very painful-two weeks,” Trump
said, describing the pandemic as “a plague.” “I
want every American to be prepared for the hard
days that lie ahead.” America’s outbreak has
mushroomed rapidly. There are now around
190,000 known cases-a figure that has doubled
in just five days. On Tuesday, a record 865 peo-
ple died, according to a tally kept by Johns Hop-
kins University, taking the national toll so far to
more than 4,000.

Members of Trump’s coronavirus task force
said the country should be ready for between
100,000 and 240,000 deaths in the coming
months. “As sobering a number as that is, we
should be prepared for it,” Anthony Fauci, the na-

tion’s top infectious disease expert. America’s
under-pressure health system is being supple-
mented by field hospitals sprouting up all over
New York, including a tented camp in Central Park,
a hospital ship and converted convention centres.
But even with the extended capacity, doctors say
they are still having to make painful choices.

“If you get a surge of patients coming in, and
you only have a limited number of ventilators,
you can’t necessarily ventilate patients,” Shamit
Patel of the Beth Israel hospital said. “And then
you have to start picking
and choosing.” 

Deep recession feared 
The extraordinary

economic and political
upheaval spurred by the
virus presents a real
danger to the relative
peace the world has
seen over the last few
decades, UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said Tuesday. The “disease... repre-
sents a threat to everybody in the world and...
an economic impact that will bring a recession
that probably has no parallel in the recent past.”
“The combination of the two facts and the risk
that it contributes to enhanced instability, en-
hanced unrest, and enhanced conflict are things
that make us believe that this is the most chal-
lenging crisis we have faced since the Second

World War,” he said.
In virtual talks Tuesday, finance ministers and

central bankers from the world’s 20 major
economies pledged to address the debt burden
of low-income countries and deliver aid to
emerging markets. Last week G20 leaders said
they were injecting $5 trillion into the global
economy to head off a feared deep recession. In
the European Union, however, battle lines have
been drawn over the terms of a rescue plan.
Worst-hit Italy and Spain are leading a push for

a shared debt instru-
ment-dubbed “coron-
abonds.”

But talk of shared
debt is a red line for Ger-
many and other northern
countries, threatening to
divide the bloc.  Deaths
shot up again across Eu-
rope. While there are
hopeful signs that the

spread of infections is slowing in hardest-hit
Italy and Spain, which both reported more than
800 new deaths Tuesday. France recorded a
one-day record of 499 dead while Britain re-
ported 381 coronavirus deaths, including that of
a previously healthy 13-year-old.

That came after a 12-year-old Belgian girl
succumbed to an illness that is serious chiefly for
older, frailer people with pre-existing health
conditions.

‘We need help now’ 
Lockdowns remain at the forefront of of-

ficial disease-stopping arsenals-a strategy
increasingly borne-out by science. Re-
searchers said China’s decision to shutter
Wuhan, ground zero for the global COVID-
19 pandemic, may have prevented three-
quarters of a million new cases by delaying
the spread of the virus.

“Our analysis suggests that without the
Wuhan travel ban and the national emergency
response there would have been more than
700,000 confirmed COVID-19 cases outside
of Wuhan” by mid-February, said Oxford Uni-
versity’s Christopher Dye. While many com-
panies and schools around the globe have
shifted to teleworking and teaching over video
platforms, huge swathes of the world’s work-
force cannot and now face a deeply uncertain
future. The economic pain of lockdowns is es-
pecially acute in the developing world. 

In Tunisia several hundred protested a
week-old lockdown that has disproportion-
ately impacted the poor. “Nevermind coron-
avirus, we’re going to die anyway! Let us
work!” shouted one protester in the demon-
stration on the outskirts of the capital Tunis.
Africa’s biggest city Lagos was set for its sec-
ond full day of lockdown on Wednesday-but
with some of the world’s biggest slums, home
to millions who live hand-to-mouth, contain-
ment will be difficult. —AFP
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Trump declines nationwide 
stay-at-home order
LOS ANGELES:  Four new states imposed sweeping stay-at-home
directives on Wednesday in response to the coronavirus pandemic,
putting over 80 percent of Americans under lockdown as the number
of deaths in the United States nearly doubled in three days. The gov-
ernors of Florida, Georgia, Mississippi and Nevada each instituted
the strict policies on a day when the death toll from COVID-19 shot
up by 925 to more than 4,800 nationwide, with 214,000 confirmed
cases, according to a Reuters tally. President Donald Trump said he
saw no need for the federal government to issue a nationwide de-
cree, with 39 states and the District of Columbia now requiring res-
idents to stay home except for essential outings to the doctor or
grocery store. He also told a White House briefing on Wednesday
he was considering a plan to halt flights to coronavirus hot spots.

“We’re certainly looking at it, but once you do that you really
are clamping down on an industry that is desperately needed,”
Trump told a White House news briefing. Such a plan might con-
ceivably shut down traffic at airports in hard-hit New York, New
Orleans and Detroit. “We’re looking at the whole thing,” Trump said
of curtailing domestic flights already greatly reduced as demand
has fallen. —Reuters

Toaster-sized ventilator 
from India helps hospitals 
in coronavirus fight
NEW DELHI: Originally created by a robot scientist and a neurosur-
geon to help India’s poor, a toaster-sized ventilator is offering hope
in the country’s fight against the coronavirus pandemic and demand
is booming. The virus at its most lethal attacks the lungs, making ven-
tilators - which pump breathable air into a patient - critical for hospi-
tals around the world as they are swamped with COVID-19 cases.

With the toll rising in India, where a nationwide lockdown is in
force, production of AgVa’s portable ventilator has shot up from 500
a month to 20,000. “There was no way we could have foreseen
something as big as this,” said neurosurgeon Deepak Agrawal, who
co-developed the device with robot scientist Diwakar Vaish. Priced
at around $2,000, the AgVa ventilator is a fraction of the price of
conventional ventilators, which go for more than $10,000. India, like
most countries, has a critical shortage of beds and ventilators for its
1.3 billion people. The South Asian nation has so far reported more
than 1,600 cases and 38 deaths from COVID-19. To boost prepared-
ness for a surge in cases, the Indian government has banned the ex-
port of coronavirus-linked medical exports, including ventilators.
The AgVa plant near the capital New Delhi has been given permis-
sion to work flat out to make what could be a key weapon when

India has to fully confront the pandemic. The makers say the AgVa
- which weighs just 3.5 kilos - will help move less critical patients
back to their homes as their machine is easy to transport and install,
and needs low power. “In case you want to convert a hotel into an
ICU, you can simply put this device and start working as it doesn’t
require other infrastructure,” said Vaish. Maruti Suzuki, India’s
biggest passenger car maker, has pledged to help AgVa ramp up
production after the government called on all auto firms to con-
tribute to the anti-coronavirus effort. —AFP

UTTAR PRADESH: A ventilator made by AgVa Healthcare is displayed at the re-
search and development (R&D) centre in Noida in Uttar Pradesh state. —AFP


