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750 Philippine nationals on first
day of residency violators amnesty

Interior Minister orders investigation to identify visa traders

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry began Wednes-
day receiving residency law violators in a process
that will continue until the end of the month. A
large number of people showed up at two schools
in Farwaniya on the first day, which the ministry
had allocated for Philippine nationals, seeking to
take advantage of the amnesty through which
they are allowed to leave to their home country
without having to pay any penalties. “We seek to
offer all assistance to facilitate departure of resi-
dency law violators,” Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh said during a tour
to oversee the first day of operations. He added
that requested lists of names of violators’ spon-

sors, including individuals and companies, and or-
dered an investigation to identify visa traders and
hold them accountable.

On the possibility that the government might
lock down areas highly populated with expatriate
communities after a number of coronavirus-pos-
itive cases appeared among workers that remain
under investigation, Minister Saleh noted that the
health minister has authority to isolate areas in
case a coronavirus spread was detected there.
This includes areas highly populated with
Kuwaitis or expatriates, the minister explained.

Minister of Social Affairs and State Minister
for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel, who ac-
companied Saleh in the tour, said meanwhile that
750 Filipino nationals came forward to leave dur-

ing the first day of the grace period given for vi-
olators. “Two airplanes are ready to evacuate the
first batch of Philippine labor within days,” she
added. Meanwhile, Head of the evacuation task
force Major General Abdeen Abdeen said the de-
parture is not limited to residency violators,
adding that any expatriate who wishes to leave
the country can come forward to concerned au-
thorities in the predetermined locations. He said
that there are 12 schools designated to lodge
those leaving; six for men and six for women, with
two schools in each governorate.

The Interior Ministry had issued an amnesty
decision allowing residency violators to leave the
country without paying any fines or airfare with
a chance to return to Kuwait later. This amnesty

was issued in view of the circumstances the coun-
try is currently going through and as part of the
precautionary measures taken to fight COVID-
19, especially since fines had been accumulating
against violators.

Violators are received from 8:00 am to 2:00
pm according to the following dates and nation-
alities: Philippines (April 1-5, 2020), Egypt (April
6-10), India (April 11-15), Bangladesh (April 16-
20), Sri Lanka (April 21-25), other nationalities
(April 26-30, 2020).

Individuals desiring to procure valid residen-
cies in Kuwait and are willing to pay the fines
without being subjected to investigations will be
allowed to pay the fines and legalize their status
if they meet the required conditions. 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh, Minister of Social Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel and Interior Ministry officials tour a location to receive people wishing to take
advantage of the amnesty. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh tours a school turned into a location to
receive female residency violators.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: India’s Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has decided to cancel remain-
ing examinations for grades 10 and 12 for affili-
ated schools outside India in view of the crisis
situation prevailing across the world in the af-
termath of coronavirus outbreak, a statement is-
sued by the Board said on Wednesday. 

The decision will have serious implications on
hundreds of thousands of students who are
studying in schools spread over 25 countries
across the world. The CBSE had earlier post-
poned all the board examinations that were
scheduled to be held between March 19 and
March 31 in 2020 following the outbreak of
COVID-19.

“The situation is totally unpredictable. No-
body knows how long this crisis will persist,”
said Dr V. Binumon, Principal, Indian Community
School and CBSE Counsellor and NCTE Stand-
ing Committee Member.  The coronavirus out-
break has paralyzed higher education system all

over the world. Countries including United
States, the UK, Canada and Australia have can-
celled their examinations, he said.

The CBSE’s decision has brought some relief
to the students in Kuwait who have been on the
tenterhooks ever since the crisis erupted over
COVID-19, leading to lockdowns, school clo-
sures and postponements of exams. However, a
question mark hangs over CBSE as to how it is
going to solve the problem of examinations and
announcement of results.

“Each of these countries is also under lock-
down and /or has decided to close down the
schools for various and differential lengths of
time. Under such circumstances, it is felt that the
Board will not be in a position to hold differential
set of exams for each of these countries. Also, in
the present situation, it will be difficult to bring
the answer books to India for evaluation pur-
poses. Therefore, the Board has decided not to
hold more exams for the students of Class 10 and
12 for schools located outside India. The system
of marking/assessment for the purpose of de-

claring results will be worked out by the Board
shortly and informed to these schools,” the CBSE
statement said.

The statement further said: “It is informed
that any decision that the board will take with
regard to the conduct of examinations will be
taken by undertaking extensive consultations
with higher education authorities and by keep-
ing all aspects related to entrance exams, admis-
sions dates, etc. in mind.”

Concerns
Dispelling concerns of the students, the CBSE

Board has reportedly communicated to affiliated
schools abroad that it would device some mech-
anism to declare results of the students studying
abroad. “The CBSE would safeguard the interest
of the students at highest level. The regional of-
ficer, CBSE, Delhi East will soon send a commu-
nication to various schools to this effect,” a
reliable source revealed.

Meanwhile, students from various Indian
schools in Kuwait greeted the news with mixed

responses. Many heaved a sigh of relief as the
announcement put an end to the uncertainty re-
garding the examinations during the time of lock-
down. “I am a bit relieved now. We were all
worried about our exams in this time of corona,”
said Andrea Joseph, a student of an Indian school
in Salmiya. Many others also shared Andrea’s
sentiment as the decision has brought an end to
their long waiting. At the same time, many others
appeared worried wondering whether they will
lose one academic year if the exams are not held
this year. “I am worried. We pray we don’t lose
one academic year. But what to do, it is a global
situation,” rued Fathima, a student of ICSK. 

“I am worried as a parent because I am not
sure how my daughter can travel to India now,
make it on time for admissions and entrance
exams,” said Uday Menon, father of Shruthi, a
grade 12 student. But Firoz Khan, another parent
sounded more pragmatic. “We all are passing
through extraordinary circumstances. There will
disruptions, dislocations and destructions across
the world. We will have to face them.” 

India’s CBSE cancels grade 10, 12 exams for overseas schools


