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Kuwait Amir offers KD 5
million to COVID-19 fund

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, on behalf of Al-Sabah
Family, donated KD 5 million in contribution to a
recently launched fund to mitigate the fallout of
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah
said Wednesday. The minister prayed to Allah the
Almighty that this pandemic would end not only
in the dear nation but in the entire world as well,

wishing Kuwait perpetual security, safety and
prosperity. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah had met with His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah at Seif Palace on Wednesday. His High-
ness the Amir also received Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His
Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah as well as Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Interior Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Ac-saceh.

After the meeting, His Highness the Prime Minis-
ter reiterated His Highness the Amir’s interest in pub-
lic health and his appeal for everyone’s compliance
with health guidelines, mainly staying indoors and
averting gatherings. His Highness the Prime Minister
added that His Highness the Amir is also keen on the

home-return of Kuwaiti citizens from abroad, and
provision of all basic needs to citizens and residents.
He added that he had briefed His Highness the Amir
during the encounter on government response to the
novel coronavirus. He also reaffirmed His Highness
the Amir’s call for cooperation with the National As-
sembly on pieces of legislation needed to complete
all required procedures to put a nationwide emer-
gency plan in place. — KUNA

Premier restates Amir’s attention to public health, overseas citizens’ return

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem,
His Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah as well as Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Ac-saceh. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait In-
dustries Union (KIU) Hussein Al-
Kharafi said yesterday that
Kuwait’s industrial sector was ca-
pable of pushing development
process and supporting the na-
tional economy by exporting to
new markets and lessen import.
Kharafi underlined the importance
of supporting local industries be-
cause they would contribute to
comprehensive development. Sup-
porting the industrial sector, which
he considered the leader of sustain-
able development, will give the lo-
cally-made product the priority in
development projects. “Promoting
the local product has become an
urgent necessity,” he added.

Kharafi also called for support-
ing manufacturing industries be-
cause they were capable of
transforming raw materials into
products that meet consumers’
needs. The manufacturing indus-

tries “is the real future that can
achieve safe and sustainable oper-
ating profits for the state,” he said.
Kuwait is depending on oil rev-
enues as a major source of income
“but this poses a risk to the budget
because of fluctuation of interna-
tional prices,” said Kharafi. KIU, he
added, submitted many proposals
for the government of Kuwait to
develop the working mechanism of
the industrial sector.

One of the proposals, he ex-
plained, was considering decreas-
ing how much the state was
charging for electricity consump-
tion in factories. The KIU also
urged the government to purchase
locally-made products in order to
reactivate the economic cycle. Cre-
ating industrial zones, said Kharafi,
would help in expansion of national
industries. Established in 1989, KIU
has around 300 industrial entities
as members. —KUNA

Manufacturing industries the
real future: Union chairman

KUWAIT: The cabinet has ordered closure of all car mainte-
nance and spare parts shops and reduction of volunteers at
consumer cooperative societies nationwide to help curb the
spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19). In a videoconfer-
ence briefing after the cabinet’s extraordinary meeting on
Wednesday, Government Spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem said
the cabinet has assigned the Kuwait Municipality to necessary
regulatory measures to suspend work at all car maintenance
workshops and car spare parts shops across the country. It
also instructed the Ministry of Social Affairs and the Union of
Consumer Cooperative Societies to stop recruitment of vol-
unteers to help organize work at cooperative societies.

The move is meant to protect volunteers from contracting
the highly contagious virus and make use of their efforts to
carry out other tasks, Mezrem clarified. He added the ministry
and the union were also asked to get rid of non-core workers
at the consumer cooperative societies. The government will
allocate special buildings for housing essential cooperative
society workers after being checked up teams from the Min-
istry of Health, Mezrem said. He disclosed that the cabinet has
assigned the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Cooperative So-
cieties Union and the Ministry of Education to choose two
buildings in each area, one for male and the other for female
core cooperative workers, he pointed out.

Mezrem also noted that the cabinet has also assigned the
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Saud Al-
Harbi to take necessary measures to allow voluntary pursuing of
the educational process through online and distance learning to

willing students. In a response to a question about the possibility
of imposing 24 hours curfew across the country or on certain
areas, he said the ministries of health and interior are studying
thoroughly all curfew options as a decision in this regard “will
have ramifications.” But all options are on the table to guarantee
safety of all citizens and residents, he concluded. —KUNA

Cabinet allows
‘voluntary’ e-learning

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi discussed Wednesday mutual efforts to
counter the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) global pan-
demic. During a phone conversation, the two officials
touched on the recent regional and international efforts
to curb the spread of the dreadful virus infection. They
also explored ways to develop medical and technical col-
laboration to face coronavirus. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
and Modi also discussed ways to enhance cooperation
on all fields between the two nations. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah on Wednesday
called his South Korean counterpart Kang Kyung-wha to
discuss the close relations between both friendly coun-
tries in various fields. During the phone conversation,
both ministers also discussed joint cooperation over re-
sponse to the novel coronavirus worldwide, the Foreign
Ministry said in a press statement. — KUNA

Kuwait mulls virus
with India, Korea


