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KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of 
Health said yesterday that 25 people 
were infected by the novel coronavirus, 
also known as COVID-19, in the last 24 
hours. This brings the country’s tally of 
confirmed virus cases up to 342, the 
ministry’s spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said in the daily briefing. 

Among the new cases are 10 patients 
who are under investigation to reveal 
how they contracted the virus, including 
six Indian nationals, one Bangladeshi 
and one Egyptian resident. The fresh 
cases also include four cases of Kuwaiti 
nationals related to travel to the UK, one 
case of a Kuwaiti national related to 
travel to France and one case of a 
Filipino resident related to travel to 
France. They also include seven cases of 
Indian residents in contact with a con-
firmed case under investigation, one 
case of a Bangladeshi resident in con-
tact with a confirmed case under inves-
tigation, and one case of an Indian resi-
dent in contact with a confirmed case 
travelled to India. 

Earlier yesterday, Kuwaiti Minister of 
Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
announced the recovery of one case 
from the novel coronavirus, raising the 
country’s total recoveries to 81. The 
minister said lab tests and analyses had 
shown the recovery of the patient. The 
already treated case will be admitted to 
a rehabilitation ward before being dis-

charged from hospital within a couple of 
days’ time, the minister added. 

In addition, Dr Sanad said that 261 
virus patients are still receiving neces-
sary treatment, while 15 others are in 
intensive care units; including five in a 
critical condition. The spokesman; once 

again, urged citizens and residents alike 
to follow the guidelines and instructions 
of Kuwaiti health authorities and World 
Health Organization, primarily maintain-
ing social distancing and home quaran-
tine in order to curb the spread of the 
virus. — KUNA 

Kuwait announces 25 new 
COVID-19 cases, total at 342

Kuwait confirms recovery of one coronavirus case, count at 81

Central bank announces 
stimulus to support 
vital sectors, SMEs
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s central bank announced a stimu-
lus package yesterday to support vital sectors and 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) amid the fallout 
from the coronavirus epidemic. The Central Bank of 
Kuwait has reduced liquidity and capital adequacy 
requirements for banks and cut risk weighting for 
SMEs, it said in a statement. 

The bank cut capital adequacy requirements by 2.5 
percent and eased the risk weighting for SMEs to 25 
percent from 75 percent. It also raised the maximum 
lending limit to 100 percent from 90 percent and 
increased the maximum financing for residential real 
estate developments to the value of the property or 
the cost of development. It said the measures would 
encourage banks to lend more and help vital sectors 
and SMEs “overcome the current circumstances.” 
CBK said it would closely monitor banks to ensure the 
package meets its intended purpose “and will not hes-
itate to take further measures to meet the higher 
interest of the national economy”. 

On Wednesday, Kuwait announced measures to 
shore up its economy against the pandemic, including 
soft long-term loans from local banks, and the central 
bank asked banks to ease loan repayments for com-
panies affected. Kuwait, which as of April 1 had regis-
tered 317 cases of the new coronavirus, was the first 
Gulf country to ground all passenger flights and 
impose a partial curfew to stem the spread of the 
highly infectious respiratory illness. —  Reuters 

KUWAIT: Commercial flights to and from Kuwait 
International Airport are still suspended until further notice, 
said the country’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) in a press release on yesterday. The reminder came 
on the backdrop of an international carrier announcing that 
Kuwait bookings were open; a matter that DGCA deemed 
“false,” including private flights. The suspension had been in 
effect since March 11. — KUNA 

Commercial flights 
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KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry issued a stern warning yes-
terday against violators of the nightly curfew. Col Nasser 
Buslaib, head of the security media department, said that 
expats who violate the curfew will be deported while citi-
zens will be referred to authorities for investigation. The 
Interior Ministry has urged the public to seek special per-
mits available online if they wanted to leave home during 
curfew for emergency. Nearly 200 people have been arrest-
ed during curfew hours since the partial curfew was adopted 
around two weeks ago. 

Meanwhile, MP Safa Al-Hashem said that the country is 
suffering today because of the wide-scale irregularities in 
the demographic balance which is severely tilted in favor of 
expats by 3 to 1. She said on Twitter that the problem is 
caused by visa traders and expatriate mafia which has infil-

trated into the government and some of them are in impor-
tant positions and have contributed to the rise of expats. 

The lawmaker said she had in the past submitted many 
proposals and made calls but all of them went unheeded and 
that is why the country is reeling under the impact of coron-
avirus. A large number of lawmakers have already pressed 
the government to resolve the issue of expats with some 
calling to offer incentives to expats to leave to their coun-
tries to reduce the burden on the health system. 

In the meantime, a number of MPs warned the govern-
ment over irregularities in dispensing the aid package by 
delivering the aid to wealthy merchants and failing to help 
the needy. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani welcomed with caution 
the package announced by the government but demanded 
that the plan should be presented along with legislation to 
the national assembly. 

He however warned that he will grill the prime minister or any 
minister if the government accepts demands by merchants which 
could cost state coffers by some 20 percent of gross domestic 
product and could lead to the state reserve fund being eroded. MP 
Mohammad Al-Mutair called for the need to preserve the country’s 
finances because no one knows how long this crisis would last, 
adding that supporting influential wealthy people is a big mistake. 

Expat curfew violators 
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