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BERLIN: German football is famed for its vibrant fan
culture and member-owned clubs, but as the Bun-
desliga braces itself for a major financial hit in the com-
ing months, could the coronavirus put an end to fan
power?

Many clubs are fearing for their financial futures in
the crisis, prompting fresh calls to reform the long dis-
puted “50+1” rule, which guarantees supporter influ-
ence and limits the power of wealthy investors.  

“Other leagues are more flexible because they are
more open to investors...which could put German foot-
ball at a disadvantage,”
sports economist Christoph
Breuer told DPA news
agency. The “50+1” rule is
fiercely defended by Ger-
man football fans, who see it
as a bulwark against the
commercialisation of foot-
ball. The rule ensures that a
club’s members — usually
its supporters — hold ma-
jority voting rights, meaning
that no individual person or
company can gain full control. 

Its detractors claim that it scares away potential in-
vestors, whose spending power would provide a life-
line for clubs starved of matchday and TV revenues in
the current crisis. “Of course I can look for investors
even with the 50+1 rule...but there would be many
more possibilities without it,” said Breuer.

‘CRISIS AS OPPORTUNITY’ 
As iconic clubs such as Schalke and Werder Bremen

warn of an “existential” threat to their financial secu-
rity, calls for reform are growing louder. “I think it’s
sensible to learn and to question the entire system in a

crisis like this,” Cologne sporting director Horst Heldt
told Sport1. 

Hanover president Martin Kind, who has long cam-
paigned for the rule to be revoked, took a similar view
in a talk show last Sunday. “Football will change dra-
matically. It is always important to see a crisis as an
opportunity and develop structures which facilitate
sporting success with economic stability,” he said.

Clubs like Wolfsburg, Bayer Leverkusen, Hoffen-
heim and RB Leipzig would emerge unscathed from
the crisis due to their major financial backers, he ar-

gued. Unlike Kind, who has
repeatedly failed in his at-
tempts to gain full control of
Hanover, those clubs have
managed to circumvent the
50+1 rule.

Red Bull-backed Leipzig
have bent the rule by admit-
ting only 17 club members
since their founding a
decade ago, while the other
three have been granted an
exception due to the long-

standing involvement of a single, local investor. 
All four clubs are widely despised by other German

fans, and ultra groups across the country hold regular
protests against both Red Bull and Hoffenheim investor
Dietmar Hopp.

‘POPULIST DEMANDS’  
For most fans, the 50+1 rule remains an unassailable

doctrine, to be defended at all costs.  In a statement on
the coronavirus crisis last week, supporter advocacy
group “Unsere Kurve” warned against “kneejerk” and
“populist” demands to overturn the rule.

“Collectively built foundations such as the 50+1 rule

will bring advantages in the crisis, not disadvantages,”
said the group. They added that “long-term solutions”
were called for, and pointed out that they had for years
campaigned for “sustainable economic policies in the
clubs and a more fair distribution of TV income”. 

Yet with the league suspended until the end of April,
many clubs are facing short-term cash-flow problems
which could prove decisive. If the season is ultimately
cancelled, clubs would lose a signficant chunk of their

TV rights revenues, against which the league as a
whole has no insurance.

In that case, opening the doors to investors may
prove the “only chance of survival”, as one player
agent put it, speaking anonymously to Sport1. Most
clubs, he claimed, would not be able to survive more
than four to five weeks under the current circum-
stances. “In the end, the 50+1 rule will fall as a result
of the coronavirus.” — AFP
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LONDON: The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) announced on
Tuesday a £61 million ($76 million) aid
package in response to the “once in a
generation” challenge of the coron-
avirus outbreak.

The 18 first-class counties and their
boards, as well as the MCC, will imme-
diately each receive a share of some
£40m in their respective bank ac-
counts today, with a further £20m
available in interest free loans and
grants. “It’s no exaggeration to say that
this is the biggest challenge the ECB
have faced in the history of the game,
the modern era certainly,” said ECB
chief executive Tom Harrison in a con-
ference call.

“We won’t know the full impact for
a few months... We are trying to work
around the clock to understand that
impact and take some short term steps
to help counties and recreational clubs
to get through the immediate impact.

“Preparing yourselves for some-
thing like this is incredibly difficult, it is
a once in a generation scenario.”

‘MORE PAIN’ 
All domestic cricket in England has

been postponed until at least May 28,
raising questions about whether a full
campaign featuring several competi-

tions, including the new Hundred tour-
nament, as well as tours by West Indies,
Pakistan, Australia and Ireland is pos-
sible as officials contemplate the night-
mare prospect of scrapping the season
completely.

“There are a number of different
scenarios — we don’t want to make
decisions too early,” said Harrison.
“There are huge implications in bring-
ing international players and teams
over (to the UK).

“In our modelling there is no cricket
at all... There is more pain ahead if we
lose a substantial portion of the season.
We are building scenarios where we
can take further steps as needed.”

Meanwhile Harrison said there were
no plans to cut the pay of centrally
contracted England players. But Harri-
son, who earns an annual salary of
some £720,000, said he would be join-
ing administrators in other sports by
taking a wage reduction.

“Of course I will,” he said without
specifying the extent of the cut. Harri-
son made it clear priority would be
given to the most lucrative matches —
internationals, the Twenty20 Blast and
the inaugural Hundred.

A new format franchise competition,
the Hundred has been promoted by the
ECB as a way of attracting a fresh au-

dience to the game. But if fans cannot
attend for health reasons, it could be
delayed until 2021 rather than deny a
lot of its purpose by being played be-
hind closed doors this season.

“It is not just about being behind
closed doors for The Hundred, (but) it
is one of the issues we are grappling
with,” said Harrison. Meanwhile Harri-

son said he hoped cricket could bolster
national morale should some part of the
season go ahead despite the pandemic.

“We are thinking creatively about
what this moment might be like when
the nation comes back out and to have
cricket be part of that,” he said.
“Cricket can be part of that healing
process.” — AFP

LONDON: The MCC will receive a share of £40 million from the ECB.

Tottenham cut 
non-playing 
staff wages 
LONDON: Tottenham chairman Daniel
Levy announced 550 non-playing staff at
the club will see their wages cut by 20
percent for the next two months on the
same day it was revealed he was paid £7
million ($8.7 million) last season.

Spurs accounts to June 30, 2019 re-
vealed Levy was paid a £3 million bonus,
which was due on completion of Totten-
ham’s new 62,000 stadium, on top of his
£4 million salary. The new Tottenham
Hotspur stadium opened in April last year,
eight months later than scheduled and
well over budget at a cost of £1 billion.

Levy is among the staff members tak-
ing a 20 percent wage cut, but called on
Tottenham’s players to also do so to ease
the financial crisis caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic. Players at Barcelona,
Juventus and Bayern Munich are among
those to have taken either a significant
wage cut or deferred payments.

Football in England is suspended until
at least April 30 and a meeting of Premier
League clubs on Friday is expected to
push that date further back. “Having al-
ready taken steps to reduce costs, we
ourselves made the difficult decision, in
order to protect jobs, to reduce the remu-
neration of all 550 non-playing directors
and employees for April and May by 20
percent,” Levy said in a statement on the
Spurs website. 

“We hope the current discussions be-
tween the Premier League, PFA (Profes-
sional Footballers’ Association) and LMA
(League Managers Association) will re-
sult in players and coaches doing their bit
for the football eco system.”

Tottenham earlier this month posted
profits of £68.6 million for the year to
June 2019 on the back of a run to the
Champions League final and the stadium
move. However, Levy said those numbers
bore little relevance, with the club facing
a difficult period and uncertainty among
sponsors and media partners.

“When I read or hear stories about
player transfers this summer like nothing
has happened, people need to wake up to
the enormity of what is happening around
us,” he added. “We maybe the eighth-
largest Club in the world by revenue ac-
cording to the Deloitte survey but all that
historical data is totally irrelevant as this
virus has no boundaries.”

Tottenham sit eighth in the Premier
League table and would therefore miss
out on the riches of Champions League
football for the first time in five years next
season if the league were to be curtailed
as it stands.

However, economic factors are behind
the desire of Premier League clubs to fin-
ish the campaign, even if it means doing
so behind closed doors. According to re-
ports, the clubs would have to reimburse
broadcasters to the tune of £762 million
if the season is not completed. —AFP

NBA negotiating 
player-pay plan
NEW YORK: The NBA and the players association
are in discussions regarding withholding player pay in
the event regular-season games are canceled, ESPN
reported Tuesday night. According to the report, the
sides are discussing withholding up to 25 percent of
players’ remaining salaries in a league escrow, allow-
ing for the players and owners to share in some of the
financial loss should the league not complete a full, 82-
game regular season.

The NBA suspended play indefinitely on the night
of March 11, shortly after it was learned Utah Jazz cen-
ter Rudy Gobert had tested positive for COVID-19.
The current collective bargaining agreement calls for
players to lose roughly 1 percent of their salary for
every game canceled per a force majeure provision
— triggered when a contract cannot be fulfilled by an
unforeseen circumstance. A pandemic is among those
circumstances in the NBA’s CBA.

According to ESPN, the force majeure is triggered
automatically upon the cancellation of games. The re-
port stated that NBA commissioner Adam Silver, Na-
tional Basketball Players Association executive
director Michele Roberts and a group of attorneys
have discussed plans for preparing players should
they lose money over lost games.

The report also stated that if there is no plan in
place by April 15, players will receive their full game
checks, but they would have to pay the money back
later should games be canceled, with the amount owed
determined by a formula based on each player’s team
and his own salary.

The league is trying to avoid a scenario in which it
would be forced to pursue payment from players, an

impetus behind the sides trying to come to an agree-
ment now. Wojnarowski reported Thursday that NBA
executives, including Silver, received a 20 percent pay
cut in response to the shutdown.

Meanwhile,  NBA fans starved for action amid the
shut-down forced by the coronavirus pandemic will
get a taste of competition in an NBA 2K Players Tour-
nament starting tomorow. Kevin Durant may have
been sidelined all season as he recovers from a torn
Achilles tendon, but the Brooklyn Nets star is the top
seed in the 16-man field of current NBA players taking
on the virtual challenge.

The NBA, the NBA Players Association and game
maker 2K announced the tournament, which will be
aired in the United States on ESPN over 10 days. “The
winner will be crowned the ultimate NBA 2K20 cham-
pion and select a charity beneficiary to receive a
$100,000 donation from 2K, the NBA and the NBPA
in support of ongoing coronavirus relief efforts,” the
league said. Rising Atlanta Hawks star Trae Young is
the second seed in a field that also features Portland’s
Hassan Whiteside, Utah’s Donovan Mitchell and
Washington Wizards rookie Rui Hachimura of Japan.

The seedings are determined by a player’s NBA 2K
rating — Durant is a 96 — and by tenure in the league.
After single-elimination first and second rounds the
semi-finals and final will be best-of-three series. As
shelter-in-place orders and quarantines in the face of
the COVID-19 pandemic have brought actual sports
to a standstill, the popular NASCAR stock car series
showed that eSports can help fill the void for sports
broadcasters and fans.

Over the past two weeks NASCAR drivers have
competed in iRacing events that were aired on Fox
Sports, drawing hundreds of thousands of viewers.
The NBA put its season on indefinite hold on March
11 after Utah Jazz big man Rudy Gobert tested positive
for the novel coronavirus. Teammate Mitchell is also
among the NBA players who have tested positive, as
is Durant. — Agencies
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No 2020 Wimbledon
would be ‘tough pill
to swallow’: Isner
NEW YORK: John Isner, who won the longest-ever
tennis match over three days at Wimbledon in 2010,
says it will be a “tough pill to swallow” if this year’s
event is canceled. A decision is expected soon by
tournament officials about whether or not they can
stage the classic event at the All England Club as
planned starting June 29, postpone it or cancel it out-
right due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“We’re hoping that they’re going to be somewhat
optimistic about playing the event this year,” Isner
told ESPN on Tuesday. “I’d love to hear some opti-
mism from them.” But with tournament timing crucial
due to grass condition and weather, Isner has already
started to ponder a year without Wimbledon.

“We may have to come to grips with the fact that
we may not be playing Wimbledon this year,” Isner
said. “It’s going to be a tough pill to swallow.” Isner,
the top-rated US player at 21st in the ATP rankings,
defeated Frenchman Nicolas Mahut after more than
11 hours of playing time spread over three days in
the epic first-round affair, taking the marathon fifth
set 70-68.

“Wimbledon sort of has to be played this (same)
time of year,” Isner said. “With that surface, the event,
it seems, has to be played this time and there’s a good
chance it won’t be.” The French Open has been post-
poned from its original May 24 start and has been
scheduled for the red clay of Paris from September
20-October 4.

That puts the start only one week after the
planned date of the US Open men’s final. — AFP


