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Goats in ghost town;
animals take over 
deserted resort
LLANDUDNO: A herd of Kashmir goats have
invaded a Welsh seaside resort after the coron-
avirus lockdown left the streets deserted. The
animals, who normally roam free on a nearby
headland jutting out into the Irish Sea, have
instead wandered into Llandudno where they
have spent the past three days feasting on gar-
den hedges and flowers. Like other countries
affected by the global coronavirus crisis, the
United Kingdom has imposed strict social dis-
tancing measures including shop and school clo-
sures, and the authorities are asking everyone to
stay at home except for essential travel.

With the streets of Llandudno unnaturally
quiet, the goats have been free to wander the
streets undisturbed. Town councilor Carol
Marubbi said the goats didn’t normally come into
town unless the weather was awful, but on this
occasion she said they probably realised some-
thing unusual was going on because there were
so few people around.

“I think they’re probably feeling a bit lonely
and they have come down to have a look around,”
she told Reuters by telephone. Kashmir goats
have lived on the Great Orme promontory near
Llandudno since the days of Queen Victoria, when
the species became popular in Britain due to a
fashion for shawls made from their soft cashmere
wool. Marubbi said the herd of about 150 goats,
some of whom had kids in February, were a well-
known local attraction and most residents did not
mind having their hedges nibbled by them.

“I’m a big fan,” she said. “I love them because
they are characters.” With millions of people
stuck at home sharing light-hearted content
online to alleviate the tedium of the lockdown,
images and video of the goats roving around the
streets were a hit on social media, with #goats
and #Llandudno trending on Twitter. “Just love
this. Looks like they are definitely in charge,”
wrote Welsh Twitter user Sue Foster, a former
primary school headteacher.”Who we gonna
call? Goat busters.” —Reuters

LONDON: Driving to work at his factory to the
west of London last week, designer Steve Brooks
had coronavirus on his mind. What could he make
that would let him open a door without touching the
handle? “Everyone has to use their little finger or
find the bit of the door that nobody’s touched,” said
the designer and owner at DDB Ltd, a company
which makes office furniture. So he produced a
hook to do the job. The so-called hygienehook is
small enough to fit in a pocket and made from a
non-porous material, which makes it easy to clean.
It is one of hundreds of gadgets dreamt up in recent
days and weeks to help prevent people from
spreading the coronavirus.

From furniture makers to AI software developers,
companies around the world are adapting existing
products or inventing new ones to help fight the pan-
demic or just make life easier for those working from
home, in hospitals or stuck
in quarantine. The flurry of
innovation comes as com-
panies from Ford and
Airbus to luxury goods
giant LVMH retool plants
to make critical equipment
like hand sanitizers, venti-
lators and masks.

In years gone by it was
large companies like
these, with the financial
clout and factories, who
typically had to be relied upon to move rapidly from
designing a prototype to manufacturing the prod-
uct. A crucial difference now, though, is that 3D
printing and high-tech software mean devices can
be produced faster than ever by companies big and
small. “There is definitely a ton of people with 3D
resources very willing to help,” said MacKenzie
Brown, founder of California-based product design
company CAD Crowd.

Two weeks ago, his company launched a month-
long contest for practical devices for navigating the
new coronavirus world. About 65 entries have
poured in, including a wrist-mounted disinfectant

sprayer, half gloves for knuckle-pushing of buttons
and a device that lets you open car doors without
touching the handle, aimed at cab users. As the pan-
demic makes people far more aware of hygiene,
some new products may have a shelf life beyond the
current crisis.

‘We had the algorithm’
Startups are retooling their technology. In

Seattle, brothers Joseph and Matthew Toles and
their friend Justin Ith, who own a young company
called Slightly Robot, had developed a wristband
after college aimed at reducing compulsive skin-
picking, nail-biting, and hair-pulling.

When their home city reported its first fatalities
from the virus last month, they adapted the design
to create a new smartband, the Immutouch, which
buzzes when the wearer’s hand goes near their face.

“We had the algorithm, we
had the software and the
hardware. We’ve repur-
posed it for face-touch-
ing,” Matthew Toles said in
an interview. “We made
350 devices and a website
in one week and now it’s
how fast can we ramp up.”

Romanian robotic soft-
ware company UiPath has
meanwhile found a way for
nurses in the Mater

Misericordiae University Hospital in the Irish capital
Dublin to ditch time-consuming data entry and
automate filing of virus test results. It hopes to
replicate it in other hospitals. Scylla, a US-based AI
company that makes gun detection systems for
schools and casinos, turned its sights on the virus
when China, the original epicentre of the outbreak,
reported its first cases three months ago.

It has re-deployed its AI analytics software to
measure the temperature of a person’s forehead,
sending out an alert if it detects a fever. Taking
images from a thermal camera, the software can be
used in public buildings like hospitals and airports,

and corporate offices, chief technology officer Ara
Ghazaryan said. The government of a South
American nation has placed an order for 5,000
licences of Scylla’s system for its public buildings
and transport system, Ghazaryan said. He declined
to name the country.

World War Two innovation
Global upheaval often spawns new products and

innovation. The current burst of creativity may even-
tually compare to that seen during World War Two
when companies, governments and scientists
embarked on projects that had lasting consequences.
Technology used to help guide rockets eventually led

to the first satellites and putting men on the moon.
“There’s no question that inventors will be com-

ing up with hundreds, if not thousands, of new
ideas,” said Kane Kramer, inventor and co-founder
of the British Inventor’s Society. He first conceived
the idea of downloading music and data in the late
1970s. “Everyone’s downed tools and are only pick-
ing them up to fight the virus. It’s a global war.”
Many companies are donating their new wares or
selling them at cost price. The CAD Crowd contest
designs are free for download and use, for example.
For some, though, the extra business could provide
a financial cushion as other sources of income
evaporate during the pandemic. —Reuters

Inventors hope to build businesses that outlast pandemic 

Mother of invention: New gadgets 
dreamt up to fight the coronavirus

BANGKOK: An engineering student configures a medical robot modified to screen and observe
COVID-19 coronavirus patients at the Regional Center of Robotics Technology at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok. —AFP

California to release 
non-violent inmates
LOS ANGELES: The prison system in the largest
US state of California plans to release about 3,500
non-violent inmates early to help mitigate the
spread of the COVID-19 illness, officials said
Tuesday. The California Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation (CDCR) said the first group of
inmates released will be those with less then 30
days to serve, followed by those with fewer than 60
days of their sentences left.

Other US jurisdictions, including the state of
New Jersey and some cities, have announced similar
measures. US Attorney General Bill Barr last week
said he told federal prisons to free some inmates to
lessen the impact of the pandemic, with possibly
2,000 inmates eligible. “We do not take these new
measures lightly,” Ralph Diaz, secretary of the
California corrections agency, said in a statement. 

“Our first commitment at CDCR is ensuring safe-
ty — of our staff, of the incarcerated population, of

others inside our institutions, and of the community
at large,” he added. “However, in the face of a global
pandemic, we must consider the risk of COVID-19
infection as a grave threat to safety, too.”
Authorities said the early releases will increase both
capacity and physical space at the state’s prisons
where 22 employees and four inmates have tested
positive for the virus.

The prisons have instituted other measures to
prevent the spread of the virus, including mandato-
ry medical screenings for anyone entering the insti-
tutions and suspension of visitation. Inmates are
being offered additional free phone calls to their
loved ones to compensate the loss of their visitation
rights. The early release measure has not gone
down well with everyone. One prosecutor said it
will lead to dangerous criminals back on the streets.

‘Saving lives’ 
“This will become the slippery slope for every-

body,” Orange County District Attorney Todd Spitzer
told local media. “If they’re doing it at the state level,
they’ll do it at the county jails. That’s why gun sales
are going up.” In a bid to limit the spread of new

coronavirus behind bars, Los Angeles County Sheriff
Alex Villanueva has already ordered the release of
about 1,700 inmates from local jails, leaving about
15,000 people locked in those facilities. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: Photo shows a view of San Quentin State
Prison in San Quentin, California. The prison system in
the largest US state of California plans to release
about 3,500 non-violent inmates early to help mitigate
the spread of the COVID-19 illness. —AFP

US kids stuck 
at home embrace 
online classes 
HOUSTON: Every afternoon since they
started staying in their Texas home due
to the coronavirus outbreak, the
Canonico sisters-ages two, four and 10 -
spend some time banging on the floor
with kitchen utensils. It’s not just idle
play: they are taking online classes from
a local kids’ gym in Houston to burn up
some of their pent-up energy-and to
learn crucial motor and social skills at
the same time. Kinley, Caylee and Riley
had already attended baby fitness pro-
grams over the years at their local
branch of The Little Gym, a chain
focused on movement-based learning.

When authorities in Houston-like
many other jurisdictions around the
United States-issued a stay-at-home
order last week, their mother Lauren
Soliz said she was all-in for them to pick
up some classes online. “We definitely
want their mental health to equal their

physical health,” Soliz told AFP in an
interview. “Yes, they can watch their
iPads for a certain amount of time every
day. But we’re also getting in our physi-
cal health too.”

‘Feeling the stress’ 
Soliz, 37, works as a tax consultant.

With three girls to take care of at home
and random meetings by phone through-
out the day, she says it’s virtually impos-
sible to maintain a schedule.
Nevertheless, she has figured out how to
set up regular exercise breaks-bike rides
around their neighborhood after break-
fast, YouTube yoga classes. And now,
several times a week, Soliz’s daughters-
dressed in tank tops and shorts or their
pastel-colored pajamas-follow along
with a video class from The Little Gym.

“The girls love it, and they think it’s
playing,” she said. Riley, the 10-year-old,
is just as enthusiastic about the classes
as her little sisters, hopping in place or
turning in circles. “I think it’s fun and it’s
time-consuming so it helps because
we’re just stuck inside,” she said. Soliz
said the classes are a good way to blow
off some steam. “We’re all feeling the

stress and the anxiety and the unknown
and uncertainty of, you know, how long
is this going to be?” she said.

The US government’s Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has
published guidelines for parents about
how to help children throughout the cri-

sis. “Encourage your child to play out-
doors-it’s great for physical and mental
health. Take a walk with your child or go
on a bike ride,” the CDC says. But if out-
door play is impossible, it recommends
“indoor activity breaks” for stretching
and dancing.—AFP

HOUSTON: This family handout photo shows (from right) Caylee, Kinley and
Riley Canonico following an online Little Gym class from their living room
in Houston, Texas.  —AFP 

Gadgets range
from door hook 

to software 
temperature check

Harry and Meghan 
embark on new life 
in Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES: Every starry-eyed ingenue arriving in
Los Angeles faces the same question: how to catch that
big break in Hollywood? For Prince Harry and his wife
Meghan, it’s far more complicated. The pair, who for-
mally stepped down as senior members of the British
royal family this week, have reportedly already relocat-
ed to sunny California. They are currently rumored to
be hunkering down at a compound in Malibu, the exclu-
sive beach community outside Los Angeles long favored

by A-listers and movie moguls.
But how the couple will achieve their ambition of

forging a new, “financially independent” life remains to
be seen. Meghan’s options would appear to be more
straightforward. It is a homecoming of sorts - she grew
up in Los Angeles, her mother still lives here, and she
has extensive contacts from her days as an actress. “I
think Meghan will continue to work in the entertain-
ment world one way or another,” said celebrity brand-
ing expert Jeetendr Sehdev.

“It’s their unique selling point — Meghan, at the end
of the day, has come from the entertainment industry.
They don’t want to be denying that DNA.” While
Sehdev thinks it is “unlikely” she will go back into act-
ing, Meghan “might present documentaries, she might
do more voiceover work.” Before she left Britain,
Meghan had already narrated a wildlife documentary

for Disney - a company that her royal background
could make her uniquely suited to. “The fact that she
was a princess - people do like that idea,” said Los
Angeles-based producer and journalist Simon
Thompson. “Even though they’re no longer part of the
royal family, people will still put that brand on her —
she’s ideal for alignment with things like Disney.” Other
entertainment giants including Netflix have already
voiced interest in working with her. But if she were to act
again, Meghan will likely be wary of “stunt casting” and
need to be selective in picking more substantive roles,
Thompson added. “I think she’ll get some big offers,” he
said. “It really depends on whether she wants to continue
to be seen as a celebrity or as an agent of change.”

For Harry, the decision to sever family ties and move
thousands of miles away is more of a plunge into the
unknown. “I don’t see a natural fit for somebody like

Harry in Hollywood - but that’s not to say that he won’t
adapt,” said Sehdev, bestselling author of “The Kim
Kardashian Principle.” “The royal family brand was pro-
grammed to be opaque. It’s so controlled, so contrived
and so manufactured that we don’t really know who these
people are.”

Speaking engagements, book deals and interviews -
including on Hollywood’s famous red carpets - could be
options to redress that, said Sehdev. “He’s going to have
to do a complete 180 and actually take a leaf out of the
book of Kim Kardashian, those reality show influencers,
and say I’m gonna actually open up my life. Let you in
and show who I really am.” The pair could also emulate
the Obamas by forming a production company, suggest-
ed Thompson - a move that would allow both to highlight
causes important to them such as veteran care, mental
health and the environment. —AFP


