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Kuwait education vision to
be sent to parliament soon

Ministry, lawmakers discuss online learning in private, public schools 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education will forward its
vision regarding public and private education to the
parliamentary educational and cultural committee in
10 days from Tuesday, Minister Dr Saud Al-Harbi
said. Harbi, also Minister of Higher Education, said
Education progress would not stop in the State of
Kuwait. He was speaking in a press statement after a
meeting with the parliamentary committee, attended
by Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, during which the
two sides discussed online education as an optional
choice. Harbi said the parliament and government
were coordinating progress of education. “Time is
crucial now and the right decisions are needed with-
out delay,” he added.

Online learning
Meanwhile, committee member MP Mohammed

Al-Dallal said the meeting saw agreement to adopt
online learning in private schools but confirmed that
it would be optional, noting that the education min-
istry would hold a press conference to explain online
education regulations, duration, marking and
methodology, how to assess tuition fees, the reasons
for not cancelling them during the suspension and
why online learning was approved for kindergarten. 

As far as applying online learning in public schools
if the crisis goes on for the unforeseeable future, Dal-
lal said that ministry officials reviewed various ideas,
noting that they would be prepared for such possi-
bility and would come up with full views in this re-
gard. “We also discussed the legality of online
learning, the government’s capability to provide it for
all Kuwaiti students as well as whether parents are
ready to implement it in terms of having enough lap-
tops and valid internet,” Dallal noted. 

Moreover, Dallal said that the Ministry of Higher
Education is about to get the finance ministry’s ap-
proval to pay students abroad an extra monthly
salary, as instructed by the cabinet, within ten days.
Dallal added that the committee meeting also dis-
cussed the role of the education and higher education
ministries’ in fighting COVID-19, its plans to provide
learners in public and private schools with learning
as well as its plans concerning scholarship students
and those studying at their own expenses. 

“Today’s meeting was dedicated to discussing
what is expected to happen after next August, assum-
ing that the crisis might continue, the ministry’s plan
to handle the issue and how to deal with the possible
shortage of expat teachers in both public and private
schools,” Dallal explained, noting that the committee
urged the education ministry to set a long term clear
plan in this regard. 

Concerning Kuwaiti students abroad, Dallal said

that minister Harbi stressed that the cabinet’s decision
to pay them an extra month’s salary would be put into
practice for all students, including those dispatched
by the government, Kuwait University or the Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training. 

Al-Dallal added that the meeting discussed the
ministry’s coordination with the health ministry to
evacuate students stranded in distant countries such
as the United States. “We gave examples on how to
communicate with those students in case cultural at-
taches in any of those countries fail to do so and
stressed that the National Assembly fully supports
our students abroad,” he added. 

A group of 23 Kuwaiti NGOs had earlier strongly
criticized the education ministry’s decision to sus-
pend school for seven months without having an al-
ternative educational plan, noting that this will
negatively affect students’ academic achievement and
educational level. The group issued a statement in
which it thanked HH the Amir for instructing the Cab-
inet to take all needed precautionary measures to
fight COVID-19. The group also thanked medical
staff, security bodies, Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRC) and all volunteers for their efforts in this re-
gard.  “Despite the challenges the government faced
at the beginning of the crisis, it has subsequently ex-
ercised its role more effectively, making it among the
best performing countries in facing this crisis. Nev-
ertheless, we did not see this distinction in dealing
with education, in spite of HH the Amir’s emphasis on
addressing the educational repercussions of the pan-
demic, and despite everything spent on student edu-
cation in Kuwait, which is the highest compared to
the rest of the world,” the statement said. 

“We unfortunately see that the ministry of educa-
tion opted to suspend school completely for a period
of seven months, without even benefiting from other
GCC states’ experiences and use all their potential to
continue the education of students using modern
technology,” the NGOs complained, pointing out that
parents have been expressing concern about keeping
their children at home without access to any educa-
tional activities. 

The group urged the education ministry to be
transparent and shoulder its responsibilities without
jeopardizing students’ future as a result of some min-
istry officials’ mistakes. It also urged the ministry to
utilize all possible local and regional e-learning ex-
pertise to resolve the problem. 

The statement was signed by the Women’s Cultural
and Social Society, Kuwait Graduates Association,
Association of Social Workers, Kuwait Society for
Education Quality, Abi Ataallam Society, Kuwait
Transparency Society, National Association of Famil-
ial Security and many other educational, professional
and literary organizations.

Yesterday, two important developments
happened in Kuwait. In the first, a video
circulated on social media of the senior

leadership of a local company warning that layoffs
were imminent. The company is a major employer,
and no doubt many thousands of people, mostly
expatriates, who work there are all freaking out.
There are few things scarier than losing your job
or your salary, especially during the middle of a
global pandemic and global economic crisis. Al-
ready tens of thousands of expatriates have lost
their jobs or had their salaries cut, and there are
few opportunities at the moment to find new work. 

The second news came late at night, from the
Cabinet. In a statement published on KUNA, the
state news agency, the Cabinet announced a raft
of measures aimed at protecting the economy and
securing the incomes of citizens who work in the
private sector. In an unprecedented measure, the
Cabinet also noted that it would be “establishing
a mechanism to secure the minimum income that
ensures facing the costs of living for workers af-
fected by the current crisis and linked to con-
tracts.” It’s not fully clear but it seems like the
government might be saying that it will provide
some basic unemployment support for expatriates. 

The reality is that tens of thousands of expa-
triates in Kuwait may soon find themselves un-
employed or at most partially employed, with
little hope of finding new jobs. Though there is no
legal obligation on the part of employers, there is
still a moral obligation, a ‘duty of care’ to their
employees. 

We are grateful to the government for stepping
up and helping all those who will be in need, but it
is also time to ask why companies and corpora-
tions - especially multimillion-dinar corporations
- have no duty of care for their employees? Why
corporations work so well for the shareholders but
never for the thousands of people who grow the
business, who commit their time, energy, creativity,
ideas, hard work and lifetimes to helping build a
business? 

In the United States, Macy just announced a
massive layoff of 125,000 people due to the pan-
demic’s explosion in the US and the shutdown of
the economy. These people may receive a onetime
stimulus cheque from the government, possibly a
few weeks of unemployment, and then they are on
their own to survive or not. Meanwhile, major cor-
porations and banks will receive yet another mas-
sive stimulus package because unlike individual
Americans who can die homeless and starving on
the streets, major corporations are ‘too big to fail’.

As this pandemic is showing us, we are all con-
nected and interdependent, and that means we all
share a ‘duty of care’ to each other. That means
employers also have a moral obligation to their
workers during times of crisis to ensure that they
also are not allowed to ‘fail’. 

Duty of care
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KUWAIT: Kuwait has so far recorded 317 cases in-
fected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). With
the exception of 14 cases in intensive care, all cases are
in stable condition and are recovering in quarantined
locations designated by the government for this pur-
pose, while 911 have been discharged from quarantine
after exhibiting no symptoms during their 14-day quar-
antine period, the Ministry of Health confirmed. Mean-
while, 80 people have recovered completely after
previously being infected with the virus, the ministry
said. There are 237 people receiving treatment and
2,466 quarantined as of yesterday. Kuwait is taking
measures to test Kuwaitis coming from infected areas
for potential infection, as it has already tested thou-
sands of people. Meanwhile, Kuwait requires all expa-
triates who arrived from travel on March 1 and beyond
to visit Kuwait International Fairground where the Min-
istry of Health has set up a center at Hall 6 to test peo-
ple for possible infection.

Curfew
Kuwait enforced a country-wide curfew from 5:00

pm to 4:00 am until further notice. Earlier, the govern-
ment decided to close all shopping malls, beauty salons
and barber shops as part of its measures to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus. The government also al-
lowed restaurants to host a maximum of five people at
a time and in case there are lines, the distance must be
at least one meter between people.

Operating businesses
The following activities are allowed to operate outside

of the curfew period between 5:00 am and 4:00 pm: 
1- Various types of foodstuff and supplies stores an

markets.
2- Laundromats.
3- Various type of repair shops.
4- Automobile repair, maintenance and spare parts.
5- Money exchangers.
6- Pharmacies.
7- Various types of restaurants.
8- Optical shops.
9- Administrative offices.
10- Cooking gas branches.  
11- Co-ops’ family needs branches.
12- Feed shops.
Meanwhile, the following industrial and craft activ-

ities, which are licensed by the Public Authority for In-
dustry (PAI), are allowed to open: 

1- Food.
2- Petrochemicals.
3- Gases.
4- Plastic.
5- Cardboard and paper. 

Precautions
All arrivals to Kuwait from all countries are to be

placed under compulsory institutional quarantine for
14 days, during which the person is monitored, and pre-
scribed health procedures are applied, the health min-
istry said. Kuwait halted all commercial flights until
further notice. Authorities also announced a public hol-
iday in the country from March 12 to April 9, with work
resuming on April 12, while entities providing vital serv-
ices will remain open. 

State departments have been on high alert to take
precautions against the potential spread of the virus.
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has taken

measures to make sure that facial masks, hand sanitiz-
ers and other goods remain accessible to the public.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has suspended
classes for March at all public and private schools (for
both students and teaching staffs); first from March 1
to March 12, and later extended it until March 29, be-
fore eventually suspending schools until August for
grade 12 and October for other stages. Kuwait sus-
pended issuing entry permits and visas unless those is-
sued through diplomatic missions. 

Hotlines
- The Ministry of Health has set the following hot-

lines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7:
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619.

- The Education Ministry set the following hotlines
to receive inquiries on school closures related to the
anti-coronavirus measures:

- 24970967 (24/7 hotline)
- 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)
- 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)
- 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)
- 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)
- 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)
- 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone)
- 51578171 (Religious Studies Department)
- 51588599 (Private Education Department)
- 51592515 (Services Department)
- 51594544 (Public Relations Department)

Medicine delivery
Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a new

medicine delivery service for people in Kuwait, which
they can use to order medications to be delivered dur-
ing curfew hours. The medications will be delivered
within 72 hours after the order is submitted. To place an
order, patients should send a WhatsApp to the numbers
for the hospitals and medical centers as listed below.
The patient should include their name, Civil ID number,
hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone number and
the medicine needed to the following numbers:

- Amiri Hospital: 50880699
- Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755
- Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852
- Adan Hospital: 50880908
- Jahra Hospital: 50881066
- Sabah Hospital: 97632660
- Jaber Hospital: 96992079
- Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948
- Chest Hospital: 99258749
- Razi Hospital: 97633487
- Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242
- Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113
- Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037
- Maternity Hospital: 98559531
- As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 98514508
- Zain Hospital: 97552031
- NBK Hospital: 96931761
- Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470
- Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164
- Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786
- Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469
- KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far

It was very hard at the start of the curfew in
Kuwait. I was out at a co-operative society
store, and had to be back with my groceries

around 4:30 pm. When I arrived, I found the el-
evator was not working, so I had to take the
bags up the stairs to the third floor. When I at-
tempted to put the things in the kitchen, my
wife asked me to please leave, so I did. I sat on
the couch and picked up a paper to read, but
found that I had forgotten my glasses in the car.
When I headed to the door to go and get them,
my wife this time wanted me to stay in because
the parking yard is on the other side of the
street and I may be caught by active police pa-
trols, as the time was already past 5:00 pm.
“You are not going out,” she said.

That first night was really hard for me, and I
could not stay put, and kept moving from the
living room to the bedroom to the kitchen. Then
I decided to go through some books on the
shelves and discovered that there were books
I hadn’t even opened yet, although I had bought
them a long time ago! I felt that I should refresh
my cultural knowledge and grabbed a book and
read for two hours, then exercised a little by
going up and down the stairs because of the
curfew.

Now and then I picked up my mobile phone
to go through some reports and news items,
particularly about the coronavirus and its ef-
fects, and my eyes fell on a headline saying “the
Surprising Benefits of Coronavirus” - interest-
ing, isn’t it? The report said “just like that, the
entire world has experienced a change in its
daily routine due to the coronavirus pandemic
and the need to reduce or stop travel for the
sake of global health.” 

From new strict hand washing regimens to
cancelled events or having to work from home,
this is without a doubt affecting everything in
our daily lives. In fact the environment might
just be the only beneficiary of this scary social
distancing scenario we are all part of.

Reports said that air quality has improved
immensely in China as an example, since resi-
dents were staying home due to the pandemic.
China’s ministry of ecology and environment
said the average numbers of good quality air
days increased 21.5 percent in February com-
pared to the same time last year. This is why we
should look for something positive, even if we
are in the midst of a fierce battle, with determi-
nation that the battle will be won, and we
should build on the positives we have made and
not drop them.

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achieve-
ment. Nothing can be done without hope and
confidence” —Helen Keller

Something positive
out of coronavirus

By Abdellatif Sharaa
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KUWAIT: Education Minister Dr Saud Al-Harbi attends a meeting for the National Assembly’s educational
committee, in the presence of Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem — National Assembly photo


