
By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: Hundreds of undocumented Filipinos in 
Kuwait flocked to interior ministry centers in 
Farwaniya yesterday to avail of an amnesty offered 
to residency violators. Illegal residents have been 
granted a 30-day period to leave Kuwait without 
paying fines with free air tickets courtesy of the 
Kuwaiti government. Residents of certain nationali-
ties have been given a specific period to process 
their documents - Filipinos from April 1-5, 
Egyptians from April 6-10, Indians from April 11-15, 
Bangladeshis from April 16-20, Sri Lankans from 
April 21-25 and the rest of the nationalities from 
April 26-30.  

Embassy personnel are posted at the venue to 
oversee the proceedings. Male applicants should 
visit Al-Muthanna Primary School for Boys (block 1, 
street 122), while females should visit Farwaniya 
Primary School for Girls (block 1, street 76).  

Asked about flights scheduled for Filipinos, 
Philippine Charge d’Affaires Charleson Hermosura 
said this depends on availability and clearances by  
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27 expats among 28 new virus  
cases; Cabinet OKs stimulus 

Saudi urges Muslims to defer hajj plans • Europe toll hits grim milestone 
By B Izzak and Agencies  

 
KUWAIT: The government yesterday approved 
the country’s first stimulus package aimed at sup-
porting the national economy in the face of the 
coronavirus impact, pledging to provide cash to 
companies and individuals to prevent a liquidity cri-
sis and to enable them pay salaries to their staff.  

Meanwhile, the ministry of health announced 
yesterday 28 new coronavirus cases, 27 of whom 
are expats, including 24 Indians, two Bangladeshis 
and one Nepali. This raises the total number of cas-
es to 317. Spokesman of the ministry of health 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said 80 cases have recovered 
and 237 others are under treatment, including 14 in 
the intensive care unit. Four cases are in critical 
condition. As many as 911 people have been dis-
charged from ministry quarantines. 

Following an extraordinary meeting of the 
Cabinet that continued until the early hours of yes-
terday, a statement said immediate financial assis-
tance will be provided to vital economic sectors 
that include individuals, small and medium enter-
prises and companies. The aid aims at “helping them 
overcome the current circumstances through pro-
viding liquidity (cash) necessary for those bodies to 
meet their commitments,” said the statement, adding 
the measure aims at preventing a shortage of liquid-
ity from becoming a crisis.  

The statement said the economic study approved 
by the Cabinet was prepared by 82 experts and  
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Hundreds apply  
to leave on first  
day of amnesty 

KUWAIT: Undocumented Filipinas wait in a queue outside a school in Farwaniya with their luggage to apply 
to avail of an amnesty offered to residency violators yesterday. —Photo by Ben Garcia


