
Friday, September 25, 2020S p o r t s

Friday 39

LONDON: Frank Lampard said Kai Havertz is 
just getting started after opening his Chelsea ac-
count with a hat-trick in a 6-0 thrashing of 
Barnsley, while Arsenal also booked their place 
in the League Cup fourth round with a 2-0 win 
at Leicester. 

Havertz had struggled to make an impact in 
his first two Premier League games since sealing 
a reported £71 million ($94 million) move from 
Bayer Leverkusen as the most expensive signing 
of Chelsea’s £200 million spending spree in the 
transfer market. But the 21-year-old German was 
one of just three players to retain his place from 
Sunday’s 2-0 defeat to Liverpool and Lampard’s 
decision reaped its reward as he scored his first 
senior hat-trick. 

“I am delighted with Kai, it was everything I 
wanted from him,” said Lampard. “He had no 
pre-season so I wanted to give him more time 
on the pitch with his teammates, learning how we 
play and press. It was a great night for Kai and 
it is the first of many for him.” 

Thiago Silva and Ben Chilwell also made their 
Chelsea debuts, while Tammy Abraham and Ross 
Barkley made the most of rare starts to get their 
names on the scoresheet. Abraham pounced on 
loose pass deep in the Barnsley half to slam 
home the opener before Havertz’s calm finish 
opened his Chelsea account. 

A brilliant unselfish flick from Abraham teed 
Havertz up perfectly to convert his second after 
Barkley drove home on his weaker left foot. 
Havertz was due to be replaced by Chilwell 25 
minutes from time but just completed his hat-

trick in time by rounding Brad Collins before 
tapping into an empty net before Olivier Giroud 
completed the scoring. 

“I am very happy to score three goals, but 
this is just my beginning at the club and I want 
to score more and more goals,” said Havertz. 

Chelsea will face either Tottenham or Leyton 
Orient in the last 16 with the outcome of that tie 
yet to be decided after the match was postponed 
on Tuesday due to a number of coronavirus 
cases among the Orient players. 

Arsenal won the only all-Premier League tie 
of the night as Christian Fuchs’s own goal broke 
the deadlock at the King Power. 

Eddie Nketiah added a late second for the 
Gunners, who could face Liverpool at Anfield 
twice in three days next week should the Pre-
mier League champions progress past Lincoln 
on Thursday. 

“It’s the toughest place to go in Europe and 
the world,” said Gunners boss Mikel Arteta. 
“Let’s prepare well and see how it goes.” 

Everton continued their fine start to the sea-
son with a 5-2 win at League One Fleetwood 
despite two howlers from England number one 
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford. 

Carlo Ancelotti’s men looked to be cruising 
into the last 16 when Richarlison’s double gave 
them a deserved 2-0 half-time lead. However, 
Pickford’s attempted clearance was charged 
down for Mark Duffy to pull a goal back. 

Alex Iwobi restored Everton’s two-goal ad-
vantage before another Pickford mistake gave 
Joey Barton’s men life again as he flapped Cal-

lum Camps’s shot into his own goal. Goals from 
Bernard and Moise Kean finally ended the tie as 
a contest, but Pickford’s place for both Ancelotti 
and Gareth Southgate will come under increased 
scrutiny in the coming weeks. 

“When we concede a goal, we are always 
frustrated,” said Ancelotti on Pickford’s perform-
ance. Newcastle thrashed League Two More-
combe 7-0 with Joelinton scoring twice. 

Miguel Almiron, Jacob Murphy, Isaac Hayden 
and Jamaal Lascelles were also on the score-
sheet for Steve Bruce’s men. 

Fulham, Brighton and Burnley progressed 2-
0 over Championship opposition in Sheffield 
Wednesday, Preston and Millwall respectively. 

Stoke were the only non-Premier League side 
to go through on the night as they also beat lower 
league opposition in Gillingham 1-0. — AFP

Havertz hat-trick helps Chelsea hit six,  
Arsenal edge out Leicester in League Cup 

Al Hilal out of Asian 
Champions League 

 
 

DOHA: The coronavirus-hit holders Al Hilal of Saudi Arabia 
were kicked out of the Asian Champions League on Wednesday 
after being unable to field a sufficient number of players against 
Shabab Al Ahli of the UAE. 

Al Hilal were “deemed to have withdrawn from the competi-
tion” after failing to name the required 13 players for their AFC 
Champions League (West) Group B match in Doha. The Asian 
Football Confederation said in a statement that under the “special 
rules applicable to AFC Competitions during the Covid-19 pan-
demic” the Saudi giants, who had already qualified for the last 
16, will not be able to take any further part in the competition. 

“All matches played by Al Hilal, who named only 11 players, 
are considered null and void” the AFC said. As a result, 
Pakhtakor of Uzbekistan and Shabab Al Ahli Dubai progress to 
the Round of 16 from Group B. Competition regulations allowed 
for 35 players to be registered by each club, but Al Hilal regis-
tered 30 of which only 27 travelled to Doha in the beginning of 
the competition.  

Al Hilal and the Saudi Arabian Football Federation (SAFF) had 
asked for the postponement of the match against Shabab Al Ahli 
Dubai, citing an AFC rule allowing for a delay “in exceptional 
circumstances”. But their request was turned down as a post-
ponement “would have a huge negative impact on the current 
match schedule of the AFC Champions League (West)”. 

Al Hilal played Iran’s Shahr Khodro on Sunday despite 15 of 

their players testing positive for coronavirus, after Asia’s football 
body refused to postpone the game. 

The Saudi team had “asked the Asian Football Confederation 
to postpone” the match at Qatar’s Al Janoub stadium after tests 
showed that ten players had “been infected with Covid-19”, 
adding to five players who had already tested positive. 

According to AFC rules, Al Hilal were still able to play the 
match as 14 of their players were available, including two goal-
keepers.  For the record, Pakhtakor defeated Iran’s Shahr Khodro 
1-0 on Wednesday and topped the group with 10 points while 
Shabab Al Ahli were second on seven. 

Shahr Khodro  lost all their matches while Al Hilal also finished 
pointless following the AFC’s decision to void their results. Al Hilal 
won the title beating Uruwa Red Diamonds of Japan in the final 
last year. 

 
ESTEGHLAL PROGRESS  

Earlier, Iran’s Esteghlal booked their last-16 spot  with a 3-0 
thrashing of Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli. 

The convincing win saw Esteghlal finish second ahead of Iraq’s 
Al Shorta on goal difference in Group A after both teams were 
level on five points. 

Al Ahli had qualified for the knockouts earlier and ended up 
Group A winners with six points despite their defeat. 

Teams in the group played only four matches each instead of 
the usual six after the UAE’s Al Wahda were considered with-
drawn following several Covid-19 positive tests before they trav-
elled to Qatar. Esteghlal required a two-goal victory margin to 
make the cut and they did so with some flair at the Al Janoub 
Stadium, one of the new venues in Qatar for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup. — AFP 

LONDON: Chelsea’s German midfielder Kai Havertz (L) runs past Barnsley’s English goalkeeper Brad Collins to score his 
team’s fifth goal during the English League Cup third round football match between Chelsea and Barnsley at Stamford 
Bridge in London. — AFP 

Atletico Madrid  
signs Luis Suarez  

 
 
MADRID: Atletico Madrid announced the signing of Barcelona 
forward Luis Suarez late on Wednesday, confirming the 
Uruguayan striker is set to continue playing in La Liga rather than 
joining Juventus in Italy. 

Barcelona said that Atletico had agreed to pay six million euros 
for Suarez, who left his last training session in tears on Wednesday 
having been told over the summer that he was no longer required 
by new coach Ronald Koeman. Since joining Barca from Liverpool 
in 2014, Suarez has won a host of trophies, including the 2015 
Champions League and four Liga titles. 

He leaves as the club’s third highest scorer with 198 goals behind 
Cesar Rodriguez (232) and Lionel Messi (634). The move to 
Barcelona’s La Liga rivals follows a failed attempt to join Juventus. 
Juve coach Andrea Pirlo disclosed last week a deal was unlikely be-
cause of delays in the Uruguayan’s bid to get an Italian passport. 

On Tuesday, prosecutors in Perugia said they suspected Suarez 
of cheating to pass his Italian language test with the aid of exam-
iners suspected of helping him. The exit of the 33-year-old from 
Camp Nou comes as Koeman attempts to reshape Barcelona. 

As well as Suarez, the Dutchman has shown the exit to Arturo 
Vidal and Ivan Rakitic, while French defender Samuel Umtiti is 
also set to leave. Spanish television channel Gol showed Suarez 
wiping away tears with his sleeve as he drove off after saying his 
last goodbyes to teammates at Barcelona’s Sant Joan Despi train-
ing centre. — AFP


