
HONG KONG: Prominent Hong Kong activist
Joshua Wong was arrested yesterday for taking
part in a protest at the height of the city’s pro-
democracy unrest last year, but he vowed to
continue resisting China’s crackdown on dissent.

The arrest of the territory’s most high-profile
dissident is the latest in a string of arrests of gov-
ernment critics and comes after China imposed
a sweeping new national security law on Hong
Kong in late June.

Wong was arrested for “unlawful assembly”
over a 2019 demonstration against a government
ban on face masks that was imposed before the
coronavirus pandemic, his lawyer said.

The 23-year-old , who now faces three sep-
arate cases, said after being bailed that he was
also held for violating the “draconian” anti-mask
law, which has since been ruled unconstitutional.

Wong’s lawyer told AFP he was re-arrested
when he reported to a police station concerning
another case currently being tried.

“Wong is accused of participating in an un-
lawful assembly on October 5 last year, when
hundreds marched to oppose an anti-mask ban
the government rolled out,” lawyer Jonathan
Man said. A police spokesman confirmed a 23-
year-old was arrested for “knowingly partici-
pating in unauthorised assembly” while
violating the mask ban.

Wong told reporters after he was bailed: “No

matter what happens, I will continue to resist and
hope to let the world to know that how Hong
Kongers choose not to surrender.”

At the time of the October 5 march, Hong
Kong had already been battered by four months
of increasingly violent pro-democracy protests.

The city had ground to a halt following a
night of chaos in which hardcore protesters
trashed dozens of subway stations, vandalised
shops with mainland China ties, built fires and
blocked roads. 

Hundreds of protesters, almost all masked,
staged the unsanctioned demonstration through
the popular shopping district of Causeway Bay,
a day after the city’s leader Carrie Lam outlawed
face coverings by invoking colonial-era emer-
gency powers not used for half a century. Under
Hong Kong’s current anti-virus measures, face
masks are now mandatory in all public places.

Jailed twice 
China’s security law, which was imposed in

late June, was designed to stamp out the demon-
strations and targets acts deemed to be seces-
sion, subversion, terrorism and foreign collusion. 

Beijing has described it as a “sword” hanging
over the heads of its opponents as it pushes to
return stability. Critics say it has blanketed the
city in fear, and UN rights experts warned its
broad wording posed a serious risk to Hong

Kong’s freedoms. Wong — who spent most of
his teenage years leading protests and has twice
been jailed — recently told AFP he constantly
wonders how long it will be before the police’s
new national security unit comes for him.

The security law has already swept up two of
his closest comrades.

Fellow former student leader Nathan Law has
fled to Britain and is now wanted for national se-
curity crimes, according to Chinese state media. 

Agnes Chow — who has led protests along-
side Wong since they were just 15 — is one of
22 people arrested under the new law so far. She
has been released on bail. — AFP
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HK activist Wong arrested 
again but vows to fight on

Joshua Wong is accused of participating in an unlawful assembly

HONG KONG: Pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong poses for a photo after leaving Central police station in
Hong Kong yesterday, after being arrested for unlawful assembly related to a 2019 protest against a govern-
ment ban on face masks. —AFP

Ex-air steward 
eyes to lead 
S Korean party
SEOUL: Former South Korean air steward
Park Chang-jin never imagined a bag of
macadamia nuts would lead him to a career in
politics.  Park — now seeking the chair of
South Korea’s third-largest party — was on
the receiving end of what became known as
the “nut rage” incident six years ago, when he
was made to beg on his knees by a South Ko-
rean airline heiress. 

The episode made headlines worldwide
and turned him into a symbol of workplace
abuse in a hierarchical society.

In December 2014, a Korean Air flight
from New York to Seoul had a particularly
demanding passenger in first class: Cho
Hyun-ah, the daughter of the chairman of the
South Korean conglomerate that controls the
flag-carrier, and a senior airline executive
herself. When a stewardess presented her
with a bag of pre-departure nuts, Cho flew
into a rage, screaming they should have been
served on a plate.

“A flight attendant came to me... looking
half-dead, telling me Cho had gone mad with

her over the nuts,” said Park, who was then
the cabin crew chief.

Cho ordered them both to kneel in apol-
ogy and berated them.

“I implored her to calm down,” Park said.
“But I could feel my dignity as a human was
falling apart... It was the longest five minutes
of my life.” 

Cho pushed him away and demanded he
left the plane, then ordered the taxiing aircraft
back to the gate — actions that later saw her
convicted of violating aviation safety laws.

“Walking back into the terminal felt like
walking into my coffin,” said Park. 

‘True nature’ 
The encounter with Cho, he said, had given

him “a new perspective on society and the
true nature of human beings”. “I realised that
without a change in politics and laws, the sta-
tus quo would never change.”  After the inci-
dent Park — who at 49 retains the clean-cut
looks and polite manner of his former role
— was demoted to the same rank he held
when he first joined the company.

A court later ordered Cho and the air-
line to pay him 100 million won ($90,000)
in compensation, and he left the firm in
January to go into politics full-time. He is
now seeking the chair of the left-wing
Justice party in a vote to be announced
this weekend. — AFP

Hopes fade for more
survivors in mass
whale stranding
MACQUARIE HARBOUR: Only a few dozen of
the 470 whales stranded on Australia’s coast can
still be saved, rescuers warned yesterday, as they
weighed euthanising those animals in most distress. 

At least 380 pilot whales have died since their
pod was discovered beached on Tasmania’s
rugged western seaboard four days ago — Aus-
tralia’s largest-ever mass stranding. Around 70 of
the creatures have survived and the death toll is
expected to rise as the window for rescue now be-
gins to close. 

“We’ve got about 25 animals that we think have
the strength to be successfully released,” said Tas-
mania’s Parks and Wildlife Service manager Nic
Deka, adding the “hard physical yakka (work)” of
rescuers would continue until nightfall.

A crew of around 60 conservationists and
skilled volunteers have spent days wading in the
chilly water of Macquarie Harbour, surrounded by
the anguishing cries of whales slowly dying. “It is
emotional,” said rescuer Sam Thalmann. “We have
people semi-submerged in the water, up to their
waist or their chests.”

“There are animals swimming around, they are
vocalising. We can see the bonds and the pairings
within them,” he added. Pilot whales — which can
grow up to six metres (20 feet) long and weigh a
tonne — are known to be highly social.

Some animals have resisted rescue or tried to
return to their family after being freed, becoming
beached for a second time.

Such is the level of distress that authorities said
they are likely to carry out mercy killings of at least
four whales. “We’re actually considering euthana-
sia at this very moment with a small number of an-
imals that we’ve attempted to release and it hasn’t
been successful,” said Tasmanian environment de-
partment marine biologist Kris Carlyon.

“That’s based purely on animal welfare
grounds,” he said. “It’s always something in the
back of our minds, we go to it only when needed.”
The crews are now focusing efforts on a group of
20-25 partially submerged whales, using boats fit-
ted with special slings to guide them back to the
open ocean.

But increasingly, attention is turning to how to
dispose of the nearly 400 whale carcases safely.
“We are starting to form up a plan. Our preference
is for disposal at sea. We’re still taking expert ad-
vice about where exactly the drop-off point may
be,” said Deka.

Left where they are, the whales would “bloat
and float”, causing a navigation hazard, polluting
the bay and potentially attracting sharks and other
predators, Deka said. — AFP


