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DAKAR: More than two weeks after heavy rains
hit Senegal, thigh-high stagnant water still fills
streets in Dakar’s suburbs, as angry residents
ask what happened to a $1.4 billion government
plan to protect citizens from rising flood risk.
Three months’ worth of rain fell on Sept. 5, forc-
ing over 3,200 people to abandon their homes
in the poor, low-lying outskirts of the capital and
nearby region of Thies.

“My children used sand, rocks, whatever was
available to stop the water,” said Fatou Dioum,
whose family of 10 moved to emergency shelter
in Dakar’s Keur Massar district. Many stricken
residents likened their situation to more wide-
spread floods in 2009 and 2012, crises which the
authorities promised would be averted in the fu-
ture through its 766 billion CFA franc ($1.4 bil-
lion) 2012-2022 Flood Management Program.

After the latest deluge critically impacted
over 16,700 people, according to figures from
the international Red Cross, civil society groups
and opposition leaders are now asking what hap-
pened to that plan. “People are having to use
boats to get in and out of their homes,” said
Babacar Ngaraf, president of a group campaign-
ing for better sanitation. “You’d think that after
eight years, we’d not be seeing floods this big.”

The plans included improving storm-water
drainage - a priority in many West African coun-
tries, where seasonal floods are proving increas-
ingly destructive due to rapid urbanization in

flood-prone areas and more intense rainfall.
However, in 2014 a report by the World Bank-
managed Global Facility for Disaster Reduction
and Recovery expressed concern that over 700
billion CFA francs, or 90 percent, of Senegal’s
landmark flood plan had not been funded.

“The government is working to resolve the
gap as we go along,” the World Bank told
Reuters in emailed comments, without detailing
the current size of the shortfall.

The president’s office did not respond to a
request for comment. On Sept. 8, President
Macky Sall said the government would soon
provide an update on the plan and efforts to
source funding for its completion. Some goals
have been achieved. A $73 million stormwater
management project, financed mainly by the
World Bank, built over 50 kilometers (31 miles)
of canals and 21 basins.

This and other measures have protected
167,000 people from flooding, the lender said.
In Dakar’s Yeumbeul district, the authorities built
a system that drains excess water through a
chain of basins. But some areas flooded again
this season because of a lack of maintenance, lo-
cals said. 

“The pump’s not worked since 2014,” said
resident Ismaila Faye, as young children sloshed
through water that had spilled into houses bor-
dering a trash-logged swamp. The World Bank
said the government had yet to follow through

on a commitment to create a fund to finance the
critical work of operating and maintaining
drainage infrastructure. Meanwhile the threat to
neighborhoods like Keur Massar is rising.
Floods in West Africa, partly due to extreme

weather events, have increased from fewer than
two per year on average before the 1990s to
over eight per year during the 2000s, accord-
ing to a 2018 paper in the Journal of Flood Risk
Management. — Reuters

Torrential rains in Senegal expose 
big gap in $1.4 billion flood plan
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WASHINGTON:  With speculation swirling over his pick for
the US Supreme Court, President Donald Trump heads to
Florida, hoping to shore up support in that hotly contested
state ahead of the Nov. 3 election. Trump’s trip to Jacksonville
comes two days before he plans to reveal his nominee to suc-
ceed Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the liberal icon who died
last week at 87, and as a Reuters poll showed the presidential
race between Trump and Democrat Joe Biden in Florida to
be a dead heat.

Populous Florida, with its 29 electoral votes, is central to
Trump’s re-election strategy. The new Reuters/Ipsos poll,
conducted from Sept. 11-16, showed Biden and Trump tied in
support in the state, at 47 percent each.

The poll showed that Florida voters trusted Biden and
Trump equally to handle the coronavirus pandemic, but gave
the president a 51 percent to 41 percent edge in managing
the economy even amid the current downturn. Trump, a Re-
publican, won the state in 2016 over Democrat Hillary Clinton
by just over 1 percentage point.

Trump has worked diligently to ramp up support among
Florida’s Hispanic community, particularly Cuban Americans
in south Florida.  — Reuters

Maddie suspect loses
bid for prison release
LUXEMBOURG: The prime suspect in the disappearance of
British toddler Madeleine McCann yesterday lost his bid to be
freed from jail, with the European Court of Justice rejecting his
appeal against a separate rape conviction.

German police investigating a suspect identified as Christian
B. believe he had killed McCann, whose disappearance in 2007
had sparked a huge international manhunt. The German man’s
challenge had been against a conviction in Germany for the rape
of a 72-year-old woman in Portugal in 2005. 

While the case before the ECJ is separate to the inquiry into
McCann’s disappearance, investigators in Germany were watch-
ing the case anxiously as it has a bearing on whether the suspect
could be released from prison in the coming months. With yes-
terday’s ruling, the ECJ dealt a huge blow to the 43-year-old sus-
pect’s hopes to be freed.

It found the rape conviction justified because Italian authori-
ties, who had arrested and handed the him over to German au-
thorities, had given their consent for him to be prosecuted for that
case. Christian B., who has a string of convictions for different
crimes, is now serving his sentence for drug trafficking in the
northern German city of Kiel which ends on January 7, 2021.

He had applied for early release and could have been freed if
the separate sentence over the rape in Portugal was thrown out
by the ECJ. Yesterday’s ruling would therefore mean that when
the jail term for drug trafficking ends, the prison time for rape

would then follow. McCann,
known as Maddie, went missing
from her family’s holiday apart-
ment in the Portuguese holiday
resort of Praia da Luz on May 3,
2007, a few days before her
fourth birthday, as her parents
dined with friends at a nearby
tapas bar. Her case sparked an
international search and outcry,
but no trace of her has been
found, nor has anyone been
charged over her disappearance.

But in June, German prosecu-
tors made the stunning an-
nouncement that they were

investigating a 43-year-old German man in connection with the
case, saying they have “concrete evidence” he had killed Maddie.
British police are however still treating her disappearance as a
missing persons case.

German police said the suspect, a white man with short blond
hair, lived in the Algarve region of Portugal between 1995 and
2007.  He made a living doing odd jobs in the area where
Madeleine was taken, and also burgled hotel rooms and holiday
flats. Police are not ruling out that Christian B. may have broken
into the McCanns’ flat for a robbery before spontaneously taking
the girl. Since investigators went public with their appeal for in-
formation about the suspect, a string of cold cases over rape and
murders have been reopened across Europe over any possible
connection with the German man. Belgium is reexamining the 1996
murder of a German teenager who was found dead and mutilated
in the resort town of De Haan on the Belgian coast. — AFP

A man repairs his makeshift protection wall, to protect his house before the next high tide
arrives in Bargny. ñ AFP
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