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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah received, at Dar Yamama yesterday,
Foreign Minister and Acting Defense Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah.

The audience took place after Sheikh Dr Ahmad
delivered a letter from His Highness the Deputy
Amir and Crown Prince to Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim Al Thani dealing with bilateral relations
and issues of mutual interest. —KUNA

Deputy Amir receives Foreign Minister
after delivering letter to Qatari Amir

Kuwait registers 
552 new COVID-19 
cases, two deaths
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health said yes-
terday 552 people tested positive for the novel
coronavirus while two patients died in the past 24
hours. Ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
said that the total registered cases reached
101,851 while deaths topped 592. Furthermore, he
explained that the distribution of cases in health
zones was as follows: 154 in Hawally, 128 in Ah-
madi, 113 in the Capital, 95 in Farwaniya and 62 in
Jahra. Dr Sanad said 101 patients were in the in-
tensive care units while the number of patients
receiving treatment was 8,298. Meanwhile, Dr
Sanad said health care workers conducted 4,516
swab tests in the past 24 hours to raise total tests
since the outbreak of the disease to 725,025. He
renewed calls on the public to abide by preven-

tive rules like physical distancing and avoiding
gatherings. The health ministry had announced
earlier that 620 people recovered from the coro-
navirus in the past 24 hours to raise total recov-
eries to 92,961. —KUNA

Pakistan requests
sending 100,000
workers to Kuwait
KUWAIT: Pakistan is looking to send around
100,000 skilled workers to Kuwait and have
made a formal request with concerned authori-
ties in the Gulf state in that regard, Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource De-
velopment (OP&HRD) said on Wednesday. 

Kuwait has already agreed to recruit as many
as 444 Pakistani medical professionals including
doctors, paramedics and nurses, as part of an
agreement Pakistan recently signed with the Gulf
state to send its healthcare professionals there,
a senior officer at OP&HRD told the Associated
Press of Pakistan, confirming reports published
in Kuwait recently in this regard. “Arrangements
are being finalized to send the skilled workers to
Kuwait at the earliest,” said the official who is
quoted anonymously in the report.

This request comes as Pakistan looks to in-
crease remittances in the country, the official
said, adding that they are waiting for a reply
from Kuwait. On the other hand, it comes at a

time when the recruitment market in Kuwait has
been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, as
companies have reportedly let go of hundreds
of thousands of workers, mostly expatriates,
since the beginning of the crisis. Around
160,000 expatriates have left Kuwait between
mid-March and the end of July, Al-Rai local
Arabic daily had reported last month quoting
official statistics. In the meantime, the govern-
ment is taking measures to limit expatriate la-
borers’ recruitment in the public sector to a
minimum as it embarks in an ambitious plan to
‘Kuwaitize’ public sector jobs. 

According to the officer, particulars of some
80 medical professionals have so far been sub-
mitted to the Kuwait Embassy for finalization of
their visas. “At the moment, we look forward to
finalization of some 300 medical professionals’
visas so that a special flight could be arranged
for sending them to Kuwait,” he said. He further
added that his government has stepped up ef-
forts for early signing of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between Pakistan and
Kuwait for enhancing and streamlining Pakistani
manpower export to the country. There were
78,346 Pakistani workers (not including 1,753
domestic helpers) in Kuwait as of March 31,
2020, according to the most recently available
government statistics.

KNG carries out
drill for possible
troubling rain
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard’s (KNG) fire-
men executed a drill in the region of Al-Mu-
gawaa as part of measures in preparation for the
upcoming rain season. Witnessing the drill in
person, the National Guard Undersecretary,

Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Refaie, said in a
statement yesterday that exercise ‘Rain-2’ in-
volved employment of various vehicles and
equipment for tackling water swamps in the
event of heavy rain. He has affirmed the Guard
readiness to cope with various difficult situations
and aid other state departments for safeguarding
citizens and residents of the country. Deputy
Head of the (KNG) office’s Director, Major Gen-
eral Jamal Dhiab, accompanied Refaie during his
inspection of the drill. Kuwait had witnessed tor-
rential rain several times during past years, re-
sulting in wide scale floods and mishaps in
several regions of the country. —KUNA

Kuwait participates
in Global Business
Councils’ meeting
DUBAI: Kuwait Business Council in Dubai
(KBC) on Wednesday took part in the virtual
meeting of the Global Business Councils that
includes delegations of 31 countries. The KBC’s
participation in the gathering aimed at review-
ing experiences during the coronavirus pan-
demic and initiatives launched by several
private and public institutions existing in the
UAE to overcome these challenges, Firas Al-
Salem, Vice President of KBC, said in a state-
ment. He added that the efforts made by the
Council in carrying out its digital transforma-
tion strategy and adopting virtual means of
communications were reviewed to help the

Council continue its work without interruption
during curfew and economic shutdown. 

He noted that KBC submitted its expecta-
tions for business in the UAE and the Arabian
Gulf after coronavirus, and discussed chal-
lenges facing small and medium-sized enter-
prises to return for regular economic activities.
He indicated that the meeting also discussed
the recovery of various economic sectors, the
rapid activation of incentive measures taken by
countries, as well as the contribution of global
business councils to them. In addition, it fo-
cused on the possibility of organizing varied
commercial and economic events, exhibitions,
and conferences to be held in the future, amid
the continued health crisis and its challenges.
Established in 2016, the KBC includes the most
active Kuwaiti business people in the UAE with
the aim of cementing ties with different eco-
nomic sectors there.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Foreign Minister and Acting Defense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah. —KUNA


