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Pandemic renders workers 
more vulnerable than ever

By Sahar Moussa
sahar@kuwaittimes.net

JUST KIDDIN’, SERIOUSLY

Nowadays when I look at people’s faces, I see 
nothing but masks. I try to make eye con-
tact, but their gaze is fixed on their tablets, 

phones or computers. I miss the days when technol-
ogy or the Internet wasn’t dominant in our lives, as it 
is today. I miss the days when things were simpler; 
when human interaction was a must for the simplest 
of acts, such as asking directions to a new restau-
rant, visiting a new area or traveling to a new coun-
try, while nowadays there are apps to replace this 
human interaction.  

Before the technological revolution, people used 
to actually communicate face-to-face, not through 
Facebook. They used to use their body language and 
feel the energy of the conversation through real ges-
tures, facial expressions and voice tone; unfortunate-
ly nowadays we are communicating through emojis. 

Pre-technology, people used to go out to heal in 
nature, breathe fresh air or read a book. Nowadays, 
even if they decide to go out to a park, they forget to 
enjoy the surroundings, because they are too busy 
looking at their mobile phones or clicking pictures. 
When people used to go out to restaurants, they 
used to speak with each other before the food 
arrived, and as soon as it was served, they would roll 
up their sleeves and dig in while it was hot and fresh, 
enjoying every bite. However, nowadays they take 
out their mobile phones and start clicking photos of 
the dinner table to post on social media.     

When people used to sit in a gathering, they 
would start a real conversation, and chat and talk 
about everything and nothing. The focus was on the 
conversation and the energy of the room rose. The 
ideas exchanged left everyone satisfied, expanding 
their minds. Nowadays, gatherings are muted, dry 
and lifeless, thanks to the Internet. When we spend 
so much time on our phones, we lose the ability to 
focus on others - therefore, we are becoming more 
selfish and isolated.  

Before the technological revolution, children used 
to play in the mud with a stick and a wheel, play hide 
and seek, hopscotch and jump rope. Nowadays, 
video games are dominating their brains and social 
lives. The obsession with games, social media, 
phones and text messages is depriving children 
today of basic communication skills necessary for 
relationships with others.  

Children used to speak to each other, telling inter-
esting stories and living real-life adventures. Sadly 
nowadays, they have chosen to live in their own 
world based on video games and social media, shut-
ting out the outside world.  

A lot of children nowadays are completely losing 
the sense of time in a virtual society that keeps them 

completely away from reality. They spend hours and 
hours on their tablets or phones, playing PlayStation, 
Xbox, Switch, etc. They have forgotten what it’s like to 
be children anymore and how to run freely in nature 
or in a park. They are losing their communication and 
social skills and their ability to understand real human 
interactions. Not to mention the huge negative affect 
on their self-esteem because of the high and fake 
expectations that society places on them.  

They are losing their self-confidence if they 
don’t get enough likes - their self-worth is based on 
the number of followers, likes and comments. In Jan 
2017, The New Statesman wrote an article on social 
media likes. Tellingly, one quote stands out: “Likes 
are always an indicator of social standing, at my 
age,” an anonymous 17-year-old survey respondent 
said. “As someone who gets anxious and occasion-
ally struggles with self-esteem, the amount of likes 
on my posts can be both hugely uplift ing or 
depressing.” 

Social media is a drug and has become an addic-
tion; therefore, social network platforms are taking 
advantage of this situation to control and manipulate 
us and our youth and make more money through 
advertisements. We don’t know anymore how to 
spend our time without using the Internet and social 
media; and what is making things worse is that it has 
the power to change how we are thinking through 
monitoring our data and behavior through the pic-
tures we are posting, information we are giving 
freely, the posts we are writing and fake news. Yes, 
we are being constantly watched, manipulated and 
monitored. 

To be fair, I cannot deny that technology on the 
other hand has also served humanity in many fields 
such as medicine, communication, transportation, 
education, economic development, etc. It helped 
humans to progress and advance as intelligent 
species; but in the process, we have lost our gen-
uine interactions with each other. We have created 
on social media another persona that is different 
than the persona existing in our physical realm, hid-
ing behind an alter ego that does not depict our 
real personalities. We have also created a digital 
presence in the virtual world that is either parallel 
to our personality in the real world or has become a 
different one. 

Technology is almost winning against our children 
through video games and social media, and if our 
children are the future, does that mean that technol-
ogy is the future and we are losing our humanity? Is 
technology and social media a curse or blessing? Is 
our virtual reality becoming more important than our 
physical presence? 

Losing humanity in the age of technology

A.jabr@kuwaittimes.net

IN MY VIEW

Kuwait Times published a story this week that highlights just one 
of the problems many expatriate workers have faced for years, 
and even more so during the COVID-19 crisis. The article, pub-

lished on Tuesday, September 22, narrates the story of company 
employees who were told to work from home during the lockdown, 
but according to them, they were never paid for months of work. 

While Kuwait’s labor law provides protection to private sector 
workers against non-payment of salary, companies often resort to 
tricks to circumvent the law and violate employees’ rights in the name 
of cutting costs and saving money. In the most recent example, one of 
the workers quoted in the article says that his employer asked him to 
hand over his ATM card in order for the company to deposit his salary 
in the bank, and withdraw it a short while later.  

This practice is common in Kuwait. Employers retain employees’ 
bank cards so that they can transfer salaries and then quickly 
retrieve the money. On paper it looks like they are following the law, 
since the salaries are transferred. But in reality, the employee never 
sees the cash.  

When employees report cases of salary non-payment to the Public 
Authority of Manpower against their employer, the authority contacts 
the company in question and requests bank statements of its workers 
to make sure that all staff are paid on time. If the company is found to 
have failed to pay its employees, the manpower authority suspends its 
file in the system, making them unable to process any labor-related 
transactions unless they honor their staff’s contractual obligations. 
Here is where the trick comes into play: to avoid this scenario, the 
company in question would regularly deposit the salaries in employ-
ees’ bank accounts, and then require staff to return the money back, 
often threatening them with termination and other retaliatory meas-
ures should they refuse to cooperate.  

Knowing that this is arguably the worst time to be without a job as 
the pandemic has ravaged the economy and rendered job openings 
almost nonexistent in a majority of fields, expatriate workers are left 
with no other option but to comply. Termination means end of spon-
sorship and their legal status in Kuwait, something no one living here 
can afford at a time when the economy is still reeling under the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

There are no official statistics for the number of workers who have 
lost their jobs in Kuwait during the crisis, but unofficial estimations 
indicate that private companies have already terminated hundreds of 
thousands of employees, a vast majority of whom are expatriates, or 
have taken other measures such as cutting employees’ salaries and 
forcing many to take unpaid leaves. The coronavirus crisis had raised 
much debate on whether employees are entitled to wages during the 
state-mandated closure of private establishments as a precautionary 
measure. 

In fact, the government had proposed a draft law stipulating that 
businesses affected by the anti-coronavirus measures, including those 
who had to completely or partially shut their businesses, can agree 
with employees to reduce their salaries throughout the suspension 
period up to 50 percent. The draft law was not approved in parliament, 
however. And many businesses that were closed by the government 
directives also received subsidies from the government during the 
period of closure. 

Despite the fact that the lockdown and curfew have ended, the 
financial repercussions of COVID-19 still linger. Companies are still 
losing money, and many people who have lost their jobs are still strug-
gling to find new ones. With no end in sight to the pandemic and 
seemingly no hope that more labor-friendly laws would be introduced 
in the near future, expat workers find themselves vulnerable to labor 
abuse perhaps even more than ever today. 

By Ahmad Jabr
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KUWAIT: Shop workers at Souq
Safafeer work inside the popular
metalwork market in Kuwait City.
— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Ben Garcia

You can still hear the sounds of ham-
mer against metal, the grind of steel
against stone but these sounds are
muted now. Since the coronavirus

pandemic came to Kuwait, the popular Souq
Safafeer, a metalwork market in Kuwait City,
has mostly gone quiet. 

Souq Safafeer was ordered closed due to
COVID-19 on March 15, 2020 along with
most other markets and shops in Kuwait. It
only reopened in early July and has not yet
won back a steady stream of customers. 

“There are few works here now, business
is coming back slowly; our business now is
really slow compared to normal operations
prior to COVID,” explains Rafiq M, a shop
worker in Safafeer. “Few people are coming
to order from our stocks. The normal busy
days are gone but we are all hopeful things

will return to normal soon,” said Rafiq, a
native of Rajistan, India. 

The souq is really a collection of work-
shops, its origins dating back to the 1950s.
The majority of which make items including
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metal and tin braziers, storage lockers and
boxes, fencing, stove hoods, pots and other
items on site. The shops take custom orders
and deliver within a few days.

“I used to do a lot of orders for corrugated
tin turning and had three other workers with
me. But these have gone back to India dur-
ing the pandemic or looked for work else-
where so they can feed their families. Now I
am doing everything by myself because
there are very few orders from customers,”
Rafiq admitted. Rafiq estimates that busi-
ness dropped 75 percent during the crisis
but has started to regain some lost ground
and is now up to as much as 50 percent of
pre-corona levels. 

Fewer customers means fewer orders,
and as a result, many skilled workers from
the Safafeer market have left Kuwait. 

Hussein Kamruddin, 47, said that one of
his workers left to India during the crisis. “He

decided to go back to India immediately
when the lockdown ended. I have only one
remaining coworker. It’s okay for now
because we only have few orders. But when
I get many orders, I will ask help from the
people I know here,” he said.

Kamruddin has worked at the market
since 2002 and is a popular designer. “If I
design a brazier, I design the best. That is
why it’s a bit expensive because many peo-
ple are attracted to my designs. I also do tin
exhausts for kitchens,” he mentioned. 

One item that has sold well during the cri-
sis: metal cargo boxes. These are popular
with people leaving the country as they are
strong, ship easily and hold large amounts of
stuff. 
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GENEVA: The State of Kuwait, addressing the 
United Nations Human Rights Council on 
Wednesday, backed a recommendation by the 
international panel for Syria to determine the 
destiny of detainees and missing persons. The 
Kuwaiti stance was expressed by the permanent 
representative at the UN and International 
Organizations, Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim, 
addressing the council 45th session via video-
conference. The panel recommendation was in 
line with the Security Council resolution 2474, he 
said, calling for finding ways 
to communicate with families 
of missing persons to help 
them attain their rights and 
overcome psychological 
trauma. It is also in tandem 
with concerns that have been 
expressed by the State of 
Kuwait regarding tragic con-
sequences of the question of 
the missing, Ambassador 
Ghunaim said, noting that 
Kuwait last year adopted an initiative for this case 
within framework of the resolutions 2474. Kuwait, 
which had suffered from such trauma, reiterates 
the call upon parties of the strife in Syria to take 
necessary measures and tackle disappearance of 
persons, search for the missing and secure return 
of remains of the deceased to families, prosecute 
those involved in crimes against the missing dur-
ing the strife, according to international laws. 
Moreover, Kuwait calls anew on the parties to 
seriously consider plight of children who have 
been missing amid the armed strife in Syria. 

 
Systematic breaches 

Ambassador Ghunaim has affirmed Kuwait’s 
strong condemnation of dangerous and systematic 
breaches of human rights involving the brotherly 

Syrian people and calls for ending this protracted 
strife. The State of Kuwait is deeply concerned at 
ongoing explicit breaches of the international 
humanitarian and legal laws of the human rights in 
the Syrian conflict, namely continuous attacks on 
innocent civilians, intentional and random attacks 
on civil targets as well as employment of advanced 
weapons. All parties of the conflict should abide by 
international conventions that tackle crimes that 
are tantamount to the level of crimes against 
humanity and war crimes, Ambassador Ghunaim 

stated, also calling for 
safe and sustainable 
permit for entry of 
humanitarian aid into 
the embattled 
regions. Medics must 
be allowed to move 
to areas where they 
are needed for evac-
uation of casualties, 
he said, also calling 
for banning sieges of 

residential regions and abstaining from using 
hunger as a war tool. 

Moreover, Ambassador Ghunaim has declared 
Kuwait’s support for the recent appeal by the UN 
secretary general to cease fighting all over the 
world to help facilitate delivery of humanitarian 
aid to those in need, for the sake of opening win-
dows to resolve strife with diplomacy and creat-
ing a glimmer of hope for the weakest segments 
of peoples, amid the novel coronavirus spread. 
Regretfully in Syria, the UN secretary general 
appeal has fallen on deaf ears, as the fighting has 
pursued threatening to take lives of large num-
bers of civilians due to spread of the pandemic 
after collapse of the medical care system, he said, 
also alluding in this respect to dwindling numbers 
of hospitals and health centers due to armed 

attacks while 70 percent of the medical staff have 
left the country. 

 
Delivery of aid 

The State of Kuwait, furthermore, calls for 
facilitating delivery of humanitarian supplies to 
the relocated and the besieged without discrimi-
nation, he said, noting that the coronavirus pan-
demic has added to the hardships of the impover-
ished in the embattled country. It also calls for 
maximum attention to the plight of the Syrian 
refugees in neighboring countries and other 
regions of the world to spare them additional 
pain and hardships. Obviously, the estimated 13 
million displaced Syrians and refugees have been 
“paying the tax” for heightening international and 

regional upheavals. 
This situation, he continued, prompted the 

State of Kuwait over the past 10 years to shoul-
der the humanitarian responsibility in this 
respect, hosting three conventions for pledging 
aid for Syria. Moreover, Kuwait had taken part in 
two more conventions that were held later, 
pledging to help the Syrians with $1.7 billion, 
Ambassador Ghunaim continued. He reaffirmed 
Kuwait’s advocacy of a peaceful settlement to 
the conflict, urged the humanitarian rights coun-
cil to act for averting further humanitarian dete-
rioration and cooperate with the UN envoy for 
Syria in this regard. The UN Human Rights 
Council session is scheduled between 
September 14 and October 2. — KUNA

Kuwait backs determining 
destiny of missing Syrians

Kuwait condemns ‘dangerous and systematic’ breaches of human rights

MAWZARAH, SYRIA: Smoke billows from the villages of Jabal al-Zawiya region in the northwest 
province of Idlib following shelling by pro-Syrian government forces on September 15, 2020. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality and 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs are executing a project aimed 
at treating water used for ablution in 
mosques to water plants in the 
Mubarakiya Market’s area. A small 
treatment chamber has been installed 
to treat and purify ablution water for 
the watering of plants in Mubarakiya 
Market, Ahmad Al-Hajri, Director of 
Constructions at the Municipality, 
said in a statement. The project, he 

added, aims at benefiting from waste 
water. “It is a beginning of similar 
projects in future,” he said. Abdullah 
Al-Mesbah, Director of the 
Ministry’s Mosques Sector, said that 
water used for ablution in 
Mohammad bin Bahar Mosque 
would be gathered in a tank, treated 
from harmful substances and then 
used to water plants. He said the 
project would promote the New 
Kuwait 2035 Vision. — KUNA 

Kuwait launches ablution 
water treatment project 

Kuwait calls 
for facilitating 
aid delivery
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah received, at Dar Yamama yesterday,
Foreign Minister and Acting Defense Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah.

The audience took place after Sheikh Dr Ahmad
delivered a letter from His Highness the Deputy
Amir and Crown Prince to Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim Al Thani dealing with bilateral relations
and issues of mutual interest. —KUNA

Deputy Amir receives Foreign Minister
after delivering letter to Qatari Amir

Kuwait registers 
552 new COVID-19 
cases, two deaths
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health said yes-
terday 552 people tested positive for the novel
coronavirus while two patients died in the past 24
hours. Ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
said that the total registered cases reached
101,851 while deaths topped 592. Furthermore, he
explained that the distribution of cases in health
zones was as follows: 154 in Hawally, 128 in Ah-
madi, 113 in the Capital, 95 in Farwaniya and 62 in
Jahra. Dr Sanad said 101 patients were in the in-
tensive care units while the number of patients
receiving treatment was 8,298. Meanwhile, Dr
Sanad said health care workers conducted 4,516
swab tests in the past 24 hours to raise total tests
since the outbreak of the disease to 725,025. He
renewed calls on the public to abide by preven-

tive rules like physical distancing and avoiding
gatherings. The health ministry had announced
earlier that 620 people recovered from the coro-
navirus in the past 24 hours to raise total recov-
eries to 92,961. —KUNA

Pakistan requests
sending 100,000
workers to Kuwait
KUWAIT: Pakistan is looking to send around
100,000 skilled workers to Kuwait and have
made a formal request with concerned authori-
ties in the Gulf state in that regard, Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource De-
velopment (OP&HRD) said on Wednesday. 

Kuwait has already agreed to recruit as many
as 444 Pakistani medical professionals including
doctors, paramedics and nurses, as part of an
agreement Pakistan recently signed with the Gulf
state to send its healthcare professionals there,
a senior officer at OP&HRD told the Associated
Press of Pakistan, confirming reports published
in Kuwait recently in this regard. “Arrangements
are being finalized to send the skilled workers to
Kuwait at the earliest,” said the official who is
quoted anonymously in the report.

This request comes as Pakistan looks to in-
crease remittances in the country, the official
said, adding that they are waiting for a reply
from Kuwait. On the other hand, it comes at a

time when the recruitment market in Kuwait has
been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, as
companies have reportedly let go of hundreds
of thousands of workers, mostly expatriates,
since the beginning of the crisis. Around
160,000 expatriates have left Kuwait between
mid-March and the end of July, Al-Rai local
Arabic daily had reported last month quoting
official statistics. In the meantime, the govern-
ment is taking measures to limit expatriate la-
borers’ recruitment in the public sector to a
minimum as it embarks in an ambitious plan to
‘Kuwaitize’ public sector jobs. 

According to the officer, particulars of some
80 medical professionals have so far been sub-
mitted to the Kuwait Embassy for finalization of
their visas. “At the moment, we look forward to
finalization of some 300 medical professionals’
visas so that a special flight could be arranged
for sending them to Kuwait,” he said. He further
added that his government has stepped up ef-
forts for early signing of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between Pakistan and
Kuwait for enhancing and streamlining Pakistani
manpower export to the country. There were
78,346 Pakistani workers (not including 1,753
domestic helpers) in Kuwait as of March 31,
2020, according to the most recently available
government statistics.

KNG carries out
drill for possible
troubling rain
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard’s (KNG) fire-
men executed a drill in the region of Al-Mu-
gawaa as part of measures in preparation for the
upcoming rain season. Witnessing the drill in
person, the National Guard Undersecretary,

Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Refaie, said in a
statement yesterday that exercise ‘Rain-2’ in-
volved employment of various vehicles and
equipment for tackling water swamps in the
event of heavy rain. He has affirmed the Guard
readiness to cope with various difficult situations
and aid other state departments for safeguarding
citizens and residents of the country. Deputy
Head of the (KNG) office’s Director, Major Gen-
eral Jamal Dhiab, accompanied Refaie during his
inspection of the drill. Kuwait had witnessed tor-
rential rain several times during past years, re-
sulting in wide scale floods and mishaps in
several regions of the country. —KUNA

Kuwait participates
in Global Business
Councils’ meeting
DUBAI: Kuwait Business Council in Dubai
(KBC) on Wednesday took part in the virtual
meeting of the Global Business Councils that
includes delegations of 31 countries. The KBC’s
participation in the gathering aimed at review-
ing experiences during the coronavirus pan-
demic and initiatives launched by several
private and public institutions existing in the
UAE to overcome these challenges, Firas Al-
Salem, Vice President of KBC, said in a state-
ment. He added that the efforts made by the
Council in carrying out its digital transforma-
tion strategy and adopting virtual means of
communications were reviewed to help the

Council continue its work without interruption
during curfew and economic shutdown. 

He noted that KBC submitted its expecta-
tions for business in the UAE and the Arabian
Gulf after coronavirus, and discussed chal-
lenges facing small and medium-sized enter-
prises to return for regular economic activities.
He indicated that the meeting also discussed
the recovery of various economic sectors, the
rapid activation of incentive measures taken by
countries, as well as the contribution of global
business councils to them. In addition, it fo-
cused on the possibility of organizing varied
commercial and economic events, exhibitions,
and conferences to be held in the future, amid
the continued health crisis and its challenges.
Established in 2016, the KBC includes the most
active Kuwaiti business people in the UAE with
the aim of cementing ties with different eco-
nomic sectors there.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Foreign Minister and Acting Defense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Firemen put out a blaze that engulfed a vehicle in Farwaniya yesterday af-
ternoon. No injuries were reported, and an investigation was opened into the fire.

Crimes

Six bootleggers
arrested in Abu
Al-Hassaniya 
KUWAIT: Police arrested six people who ran an underground
liquor brewery in Abu Al-Hassaniya. Patrol officers had sus-
pected a bus that was driving erratically in the area. When
they ordered the driver to pull over, he complied but imme-
diately tried to run away on foot. Police chased him until he
entered a house, where detectives were called to obtain a
warrant and inspect it. Once inside, police found a number of
large barrels filled with liquor and bottled liquor ready for
sale. Officers arrested five men and one woman who were in-
side the house and sent them to the proper authorities for fur-
ther legal action.

Security officers insulted
Police arrested a Kuwaiti man for insulting security officers
while on duty, said security sources. Case papers indicate that
the 31-year-old citizen tried to enter the ministries’ complex
without having a prior permit or appointment, and security
officers denied him entry. The citizen immediately started in-
sulting the officers in front of other visitors to the complex,
who testified that they tried to calm the suspect down and
asked him to leave, but he would not. A case was filed. 

High on drugs
A Kuwaiti man was found sleeping on a street in Salwa, and
police later discovered that he was high on drugs before
falling asleep. Police were called to a location in the area after
a man was found lying on the floor. The 22-year-old was taken
to the police station, where investigation revealed that he
consumed the ‘chemical’ drug (street name for a brand of syn-
thetic marijuana) before passing out. A case was filed and the
citizen was referred to relevant authorities. 

Vehicle stolen
A delivery man working for a pharmaceuticals company re-
ported that an unknown person stole his car after he left it
running while making a delivery in Sulaibikhat. The man told
police that he had also left his smartphone inside the vehicle,
which belongs to the company he works for. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Anbaa

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A committee overseeing health conditions at Kuwait
Municipality yesterday has decided to scrap the desert camping
season and election tents in precautionary measures to contain
the spread of the coronavirus cases. However, an official at the
Municipality hotline confirmed to Kuwait Times that no official
announcement has been made so far in this regard. 

Camping season normally starts early November every year
and lasts for five months. People are allowed to erect camps at
designated areas in the desert during the winter season when
temperature drops sharply in contrast to the scorching heat of the
summer. Candidates contesting parliamentary elections normally
erect huge tents where they host citizens to explain their election
programs and offer lavish meals in honor of potential voters.

The municipality said that its decisions were based on recom-
mendations by the health ministry and both will be reviewed later.
The ban on election tents will be reviewed after the Amiri decree
inviting people for election is issued while the camping season
decision will be reviewed on December 15. Parliamentary election
is expected to be held in the last part of November.

In the meantime, MP Saleh Ashour yesterday called for in-

cluding the so-called Abdali cell in any national reconciliation
in order to avoid deeper divisions in the society. The lawmaker
was referring to about 25 Kuwaitis, many of whom were sen-
tenced to lengthy jail terms for hiding large quantities of
weapons, spying for Iran and Lebanese militia Hezbollah and
plotting attacks in Kuwait. MPs and activists believe the con-
viction was not substantiated with material proof and have re-
peatedly called for pardoning them.

“Any national reconciliation that does not include the Abdali
cell case, the online activists and the cancellation of electronic
crimes law will not strengthen national unity. It will rather mar-
ginalize a large section of the society and ultimately, divisions
will continue and nothing will happen” Ashour said on Twitter.

The lawmaker also said that meetings held by His Highness
the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah should include all sections and groups of the so-
ciety so as all sides will express their opinions to lay out the
ground for a new era. He was referring to meetings held by His
Highness Sheikh Nawaf with a number of leading figures includ-
ing Ahmad Al-Khatib, Ahmad Al-Saadoun, Abdullah Al-Nafisi
and Obaid Al-Wasmi, with the last two presenting proposals for
wider reforms.

Kuwait Municipality scraps
camping, election tents

MP Ashour says reconciliation must include ‘Abdali’ cell

KUWAIT: Camps set up in Kuwait’s desert in this file photo. —KUNA

30,000 expats 
in violation
KUWAIT: Around 30,000 expats are currently in violation of
the residency law in Kuwait, Al-Qabas reported yesterday
quoting security sources who warned sponsors and illegal ex-
pats alike that they have to pay fines accumulating since Sep-
tember 1. A decision made by Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh to extend residencies and visit
visas automatically for three more months covers only those
whose residencies expire on August 31st and before, the
sources explained. People whose visas expire after that date
will not have ‘article 14’ temporary visas valid until November

30, and if they fail to renew their visas, they will have to pay
a KD 2 fine for each day between the dates of the visa’s expiry
and renewal. According to the sources, thousands of visas
have expired since September 1 while sponsors have so far
failed to report to the relevant residency departments to
renew them.

Live fire drills
The Ministry of Interior announced that the General Adminis-
tration of the Special Security Forces will carry out field exer-
cises with live ammunition during from Sunday September 27
to Thursday October 1, from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm in Failaka is-
land. The ministry warned sea goers not to approach the shoot-
ing site during the aforementioned period of time, stressing
that all maritime patrols will be on hand to prevent people from
approaching.
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With water getting scarcer, Egypt pushes farmers to use much less
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Sir Harold Evans, 
trailblazing newspaper 
editor, dead at 92
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BEIJING: A screen shows a coronavirus vaccine at a press conference during a media tour of a new factory built to produce a COVID-19 coronavirus vaccine at Sinovac, one of 11 Chinese
companies approved to carry out clinical trials of potential coronavirus vaccines, in Beijing yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: More than 31.88 million people have been re-
ported to be infected by the novel coronavirus globally and
975,065 have died, according to a Reuters tally. Infections
have been reported in more than 210 countries and territo-
ries since the first cases were identified in China in Decem-
ber 2019. Meanwhile, seven European Union
countries-Spain, Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary,
Czech Republic and Malta-are of “high concern” due to ris-
ing COVID-19 death rates, the European Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention warned yesterday.

The Stockholm-based EU agency’s latest assessment re-
port said these countries had “an increased proportion of
hospitalized and severe cases”, and “increasing or high
death notification rates are already observed ... or may be
observed soon,” owing to a spread among older people. 

The European Commission urged EU members states
yesterday to better explain and enforce social distancing
and hygiene rules to halt a dangerous new wave of coron-
avirus infections. Health commissioner Stella Kyriakides
said: “In some member states, the situation is now even
worse than during the peak in March. This is a real cause
for concern.

“All member states need to roll out measures immedi-
ately and at the right time at the very first sign of potential
new outbreaks.” Europe has now had more than five million
coronavirus cases, and several countries have begun reim-

posing local lockdown rules to head off a return to uncon-
trolled spread.

The death rate has not returned to the levels seen earlier
this year, but cases of new infections are soaring once again
in many areas. But Kyriakides, whose office has sought to co-
ordinate the response across the 27 member states, warned
that some areas had clearly begun to lift restrictions too soon. 

New coronavirus cases in Moscow yesterday reached the
highest level since late June, raising fears of a new wave of
cases in the world’s fourth most affected country. The case-
load increase had remained relatively stable in the capital at
around 700 per day for several months, but the numbers
began to climb again from September 15. Yesterday, the cap-
ital recorded 1,050 new cases, the highest figure since June
23.  China’s Sinovac Biotech meanwhile hopes to supply its
experimental coronavirus vaccine to more South American
countries by outsourcing some manufacturing procedures to
a partner in Brazil, its chief executive said yesterday.

Global vaccine makers, such as Sinovac and AstraZeneca ,
have partnered with Brazil to conduct late-stage trials of their
vaccine candidates in South America’s largest nation, battling
with the third highest tally of infections worldwide. Sinovac
plans to provide semi-finished products to its partner Instituto
Butantan, which will perform filling and packaging and supply
finished items to other South American countries, Chairman
Yin Weidong told a news conference. —Agencies

Death toll at 975,065 as Sinovac eyes vaccine distribution in S America

Worldwide virus cases cross 31.88 million 

UAE reopens all seven 
regions to foreign visitors
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates will resume issuing visas to foreign
visitors to all seven of its regions as of yesterday after a six-month sus-
pension imposed due to the coronavirus pandemic, state media reported.
Dubai, the region’s tourism and business hub and one of the seven emi-
rates that make up the UAE, had already lifted its own visa ban in July.

The Federal Authority for Identity and Citizenship said in a statement
carried in state media that the decision was taken as part of the easing
of COVID-19 restrictions in the Gulf state as well as efforts to support
economic recovery plans. All six Gulf Arab countries have lifted internal
curfews and lockdowns, but restrictions on gatherings and foreign travel
remain in the oil-producing region, where the total number of COVID
cases stands at over 800,000, with more than 6,800 deaths. authority

Meanwhile, Oman said yesterday it will resume scheduled inter-
national flights on Oct 1 with strict measures to protect the country
and aviation staff from the coronavirus, the Gulf state’s aviation au-
thority said in a statement. Domestic flights between the capital Mus-
cat and the city of Salalah will also resume on the same date, official
media reported. — Reuters



UNITED NATIONS: Arab leaders voiced fears Wednesday be-
fore the United Nations of new conflict in the region as tensions
soar between Iran and the United States. The annual extravaganza
of international diplomacy at the UN General Assembly has been
turned into a virtual affair this year, with leaders sending in
recorded speeches due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Two days after US President Donald Trump ramped up pres-
sure on Iran in a widely contested move, the leaders of Iraq and
Saudi Arabia voiced concerns about the region. “We do not
want Iraq to become a sort of playground for other forces that
will kill each other on our territory,” President Barham Saleh
said in his address.

“We have witnessed enough wars and enough attacks on our
sovereignty,” he said. Iraq has attempted a delicate balancing
act between neighboring Iran which invaded and toppled dic-
tator Saddam Hussein in 2003.

President Donald Trump in January ordered a drone strike
in Baghdad that killed Iran’s most prominent general, Qasem
Soleimani, as well as an Iraqi Shiite paramilitary leader, raising
calls in Baghdad for the expulsion of US forces. Trump rejected
the calls for a withdrawal but this month ordered a sharp cut-
back of troops in Iraq as part of his election promise to stop
“endless” wars.

Saleh hinted at frustration in Iraq with “anarchic” groups,
whose rocket fire on US forces had prompted the drone
strike. “Weapons must remain in the hands of Iraqi state in-
stitutions,” Saleh said. He also vowed to tackle rampant cor-
ruption, a key priority for Prime Minister Mustafa
Al-Kadhemi, who came to power after sweeping nationwide
protests.

Saudis criticize Iran
Trump has vowed to squeeze Iran, imposing sweeping eco-

nomic sanctions and leaving a 2015 nuclear accord that was ne-
gotiated by his predecessor Barack Obama. On Monday, Trump
said he was enforcing “UN” sanctions for Iranian violations of an
arms embargo-despite wide skepticism at the world body that the
United States has such authority.

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman used his address to voice concern
about Iran and pointed to drone attacks last year on the kingdom’s
oil fields, which Washington says were carried out by Tehran in
violation of the arms embargo. “The kingdom’s hands were ex-
tended to Iran in peace with a positive and open attitude over the
past decades, but to no avail,” Salman said.

“The kingdom welcomed the international efforts to deal with
Iran’s nuclear program, but time and again, the entire world witnessed
how the Iranian regime exploited these efforts in order to intensify
its expansionist activities,” he said, accusing Iran of “terrorism.”

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, speaking to the United Na-
tions on Monday, pointed to Saudi Arabia as he denounced the un-
successful US efforts to extend an arms embargo on Tehran. “They
have sold hundreds of billions of dollars of weapons to their clients
turning our region into a powder keg,” Rouhani said. “Yet they try
in vain to deprive Iran of its minimum defense requirements.”

Hopes in Afghanistan 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has renewed calls for

a global halt to conflicts so the world can confront Covid-19,
which has claimed more than 970,000 lives. Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani voiced guarded hopes for negotiations that his gov-
ernment has opened with the Taliban to end two decades of war. 

“In those talks the Afghan people have a clear and urgent pri-
ority-a ceasefire,” Ghani said. “An urgent end to the violence will,
more than anything else, give us a chance to progress.” France
seized on the UN General Assembly to drum up international sup-
port to form a government in Lebanon, which remains at an im-
passe nearly two months after a massive blast at the Beirut port.

But pro-Iran Shiite militant groups Hezbollah and Amal are in-
sisting on the finance ministry, a prize opposed by the United
States and Saudi Arabia.— AFP
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Arab leaders voice alarm 
at UN over Iran tensions

Tensions soar between Washington and Tehran

A handout photo made available by the Saudi press Agency (SPA) shows King
Salman bin Abdulaziz delivering a speech from his residence in Neom during
the virtual 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly.  — AFP

Egyptian human rights group
wins Norway rights prize
OSLO: Norway’s Rafto Prize for human rights
was yesterday awarded to the Egyptian Com-
mission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF) for
their “persistence in bravely resisting Egypt’s
state of fear,” the Rafto Foundation announced.
Founded by two activists, Mohamed Lotfi and
Ahmed Abdallah, after the country’s 2013 mili-
tary coup, the ECRF documents, reports and
raises awareness about human rights violations,
with the help of more than 50 researchers and
lawyers and 1,000 volunteers.

Working in “extremely harsh conditions”,
ECRF uses “the parts of Egypt’s judiciary, which
are still functioning, to defend human rights for
political prisoners, prosecuted human rights ac-
tivists and protestors and victims of disappearances and torture,” the Rafto Foun-
dation said. “In this state of fear, the work of ECRF stands out as a beacon of hope
for human rights,” it added.  While the Arab Spring had raised hopes for an im-
provement in 2011, human rights organizations say the situation in Egypt has de-
teriorated since the army took power in 2013 and general Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
became president the following year.  In its country report, Amnesty International
noted “a range of repressive measures against protesters and perceived dissidents,
including enforced disappearance, mass arrests, torture and other ill-treatment,
excessive use of force and severe probation measures, particularly after protests
against the president on September 20” 2019. — AFP

Key to butterfly 
climate survival 
may be color coded
PARIS: A butterfly’s ability to absorb or reflect heat
from the sun with its wings could be a matter of life and
death in a warming world, according to British research
published yesterday calling for gardens, parks and farms
to host shady, cooling-off spots. While all butterflies are
ectotherms-they cannot generate their own body heat-
the ability to regulate temperature varies significantly,
researchers said.

The study found that species that struggle to mod-
erate their body temperatures often rely on being able
to escape the full heat of the sun in shaded “microcli-
mates” to survive.  These butterflies are “likely to suffer
the most from climate change and habitat loss,” said lead
author Andrew Bladon, of the University of Cambridge’s
Department of Zoology. 

Researchers said the cooler niches they rely on have
dwindled as habitat is lost and fragmented, driving pop-
ulation decline in two-thirds of butterfly species in
Britain. This is exacerbated by extreme weather events
and temperature fluctuations made worse by climate
change, they said.

To measure how different butterflies cope with tem-
perature change, researchers captured 4,000 wild

specimens from 29 species, combing across several UK
sites in monthly surveys from April to September 2009
and May to September in 2018.  They recorded the be-
havior of each butterfly and then-if they could catch it
in their nets-took its temperature using a tiny, 0.25-mil-
limetre thick thermometer.  The study found that bigger,
pale-colored butterflies, like the Large White or Brim-
stone species, are better at thermoregulation because
they can angle their wings to reflect the sun’s heat either
away from them or onto their bodies to attain the right
temperature.

Population decline 
Researchers said that these species had either stable

or growing populations. But among species with smaller
or more colourful wings, they found a less rosy picture,
particularly among the “thermal specialists” that use
shade to cool down. These species, such as the Small
Copper butterfly, have suffered steeper population de-
clines over the last 40 years, according to the study,
which was published in the Journal of Animal Ecology.  

Bladon said landscapes must become more diverse
in order to protect a range of butterfly species. 

“Even within a garden lawn, patches of grass can be
left to grow longer-these areas will provide cooler,
shady places for many species of butterfly,” he said in a
university press release.  “We also need to protect fea-
tures that break up the monotony of farm landscapes,
like hedgerows, ditches, and patches of woodland.” In-
sects including butterflies are the world’s top pollinators
— 75 percent of top global food crops depend on ani-
mal pollination, according to the UN. — AFP

Executive Director of the Egypt-
ian Commission for Rights and
Freedoms and Amal Fathi’s hus-
band Mohamed Lotfy looking at
his computer during an inter-
view in Cairo. — AFP
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MANSOURIYA, Egypt: Hassan Abdel Salam
knew he was wasting a lot of water every time he
flooded his fields to irrigate his mango crop, but
wasn’t aware of any alternative. Then the farmer
from northern Egypt learned about drip irrigation
- putting tiny amounts of water just where it’s
needed - through a new government scheme.
Now pipes with small holes snake around his 10-
feddan (10-acre) farm, dripping water directly to
the base of each plant.

Since adopting the method at the start of the
year, the 53-year-old said his farm in the village
of Mansouriya, near Giza, uses at least 25 percent
less water, fertilizer and energy and his harvests
have increased by nearly 20 percent. “It was a
difficult decision for me at first because I was not
familiar with the new system,” he told the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation.

“But, when I was told by other farmers that it
has a lot of benefits, I started applying it and it
turned out to be beneficial, as I was told.” Abel
Salam is among hundreds of farmers in the coun-
try’s north who have turned to water-saving
sprinklers and drip irrigation in the latest phase
of a government strategy to reduce water con-
sumption and improve agricultural productivity.
Egypt suffers from significant water shortages,
due to the combined effects of climate change,
pollution and a growing population with increas-
ing water demands, water and development ex-

perts say. A new mega-dam upstream on the Nile
River in Ethiopia also makes the country’s access
to river water - which it heavily depends on -
less certain, officials say. Negotiations have not
yet resulted in an agreement on how much and
when the hydropower dam can be filled and dis-
charged. According to Egypt’s statistical agency,
about 70 percent of the country’s total water
comes from its share of the Nile River, which
amounts to 55.5 billion cubic meters a year
based on a 1959 deal with upstream Sudan.
Egypt’s farmers used more than 61 billion cubic
meters of water in the fiscal year 2016/2017,
making them by far the biggest water consumers,
according to the agency.

But the 1959 deal isn’t recognized by Ethiopia,
which has now started filling the reservoir behind
its new Grand Renaissance Dam.

More people, less water
The governments new irrigation initiative,

launched in January, is part of a wider 20-year
water management plan that started in 2017, said
Mohamed El-Sebaei, a spokesman for the water
ministry. The aim is to convert 5 million feddans
to drip and sprinkler irrigation, up from the 1 mil-
lion currently using those methods, he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. The responsibility
for paying for, overseeing and maintaining the
switch to more modern irrigation systems falls to

the farmers. But to help, the government is offer-
ing loans farmers can pay off in instalments, Se-
baei said. Farmers who adopt the new methods
will also get smart cards that give access to sub-
sidized fertilizers, pesticides and seeds, he added.

“Through this, we want to encourage farmers
to do the transition and lower costs for them,” the
spokesman said. Agriculture provides work for

more than half of Egypt’s population, according
to the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization.
Abbas Sharaky, an associate professor of eco-
nomic geology at Cairo University, said the fixed
amount of water provided in the now-imperiled
water-sharing agreement with Sudan is one of
the challenges Egypt faces as it tries to tackle its
shortages. —Reuters

With water getting scarcer, Egypt 
pushes farmers to use much less

New mega-dam in Ethiopia makes Nile water insufficient

With Nile water insufficient and now in question, the government is mandating a switch to water-saving drip
and sprinkler irrigation. —Reuters

Swiss vote threatens 
free movement in 
heart of Europe
GENEVA: A Swiss vote Sunday on limiting EU immigration is not
expected to pass, but fears abound that a shock “yes” could deal a
fatal blow to relations with the bloc. The initiative, backed by the pop-
ulist right-wing Swiss People’s Party (SVP) — Switzerland’s largest
party-has seen dwindling public support in recent polls. But SVP has
eked out surprise victories in the past in its drawn-out war against
tightening relations with the European Union, fueling concern that
Switzerland’s relationship with its biggest trading partner could be
in jeopardy. The initiative, put to a vote as part of Switzerland’s direct
democracy system, calls for the country to revise its constitution to
ensure it can autonomously handle its immigration policy.

SVP, which has built its brand by condemning immigration
and EU influence, warns that the wealthy Alpine country is facing
“uncontrolled and excessive immigration” and that Swiss “jobs
are threatened”. “We must retrieve the portion of sovereignty
involving controlling immigration,” Vincent Schaller, an SVP
member of the Geneva municipal parliament, told AFP. Speaking
from a stand set up near a Geneva market for discussions with
the public about the upcoming vote, he insisted that “SVP wants
immigration of choice.” —AFP

Dogs used to detect 
virus in pilot project 
at Helsinki airport
HELSINKI: Dogs trained to detect the novel coronavirus began
sniffing passenger samples at Finland’s Helsinki-Vantaa airport
this week, authorities said, in a pilot project running alongside
more usual testing at the airport. The dogs’ efficiency has not
been proven in comparative scientific studies so passengers
who volunteer to be tested and are suspected as carrying the
virus are instructed to also take a swab to confirm the result.

A team of 15 dogs and 10 instructors are being trained for
the job in Finland by volunteers, sponsored by a private vet-
erinary clinic. Among them is Kossi, a rescue dog from Spain,
who was trained as a sniffer dog in Finland and who has
worked before detecting cancers. “What we’ve seen in our
research is that the dogs will find (the disease) five days be-
fore they (patients) get any clinical symptoms,” Anna Hielm-
Bjorkman, who is Adjunct Professor at the University of
Helsinki and spesialised in clinical research for companion an-
imals, told Reuters.

“They are very good (at it). We come close to 100-per-
cent sensitivity,” she said, referring to the dogs’s ability to
detect cases of the virus. In the canine test, a passenger
swipes their neck with a gauze, places it in a can which is
then handed over to another room for a dog to sniff and to
deliver an immediate result. A few months ago, authorities

in the United Arab Emirates embarked on similar canine
testing at Dubai International Airport using police dogs. “In
the future, it’s also possible... that these dogs go around pas-
sengers in a similar way to customs dogs,” Vantaa deputy
mayor Timo Aronkyto, said. —Reuters

HELSINKI: The coronavirus sniffer dog named E.T. receives a cuddle from the
trainer Anette Kare at the Helsinki airport in Vantaa, Finland, where he is trained
to detect the COVID-19 from the arriving passengers. —AFP
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DAKAR: More than two weeks after heavy rains
hit Senegal, thigh-high stagnant water still fills
streets in Dakar’s suburbs, as angry residents
ask what happened to a $1.4 billion government
plan to protect citizens from rising flood risk.
Three months’ worth of rain fell on Sept. 5, forc-
ing over 3,200 people to abandon their homes
in the poor, low-lying outskirts of the capital and
nearby region of Thies.

“My children used sand, rocks, whatever was
available to stop the water,” said Fatou Dioum,
whose family of 10 moved to emergency shelter
in Dakar’s Keur Massar district. Many stricken
residents likened their situation to more wide-
spread floods in 2009 and 2012, crises which the
authorities promised would be averted in the fu-
ture through its 766 billion CFA franc ($1.4 bil-
lion) 2012-2022 Flood Management Program.

After the latest deluge critically impacted
over 16,700 people, according to figures from
the international Red Cross, civil society groups
and opposition leaders are now asking what hap-
pened to that plan. “People are having to use
boats to get in and out of their homes,” said
Babacar Ngaraf, president of a group campaign-
ing for better sanitation. “You’d think that after
eight years, we’d not be seeing floods this big.”

The plans included improving storm-water
drainage - a priority in many West African coun-
tries, where seasonal floods are proving increas-
ingly destructive due to rapid urbanization in

flood-prone areas and more intense rainfall.
However, in 2014 a report by the World Bank-
managed Global Facility for Disaster Reduction
and Recovery expressed concern that over 700
billion CFA francs, or 90 percent, of Senegal’s
landmark flood plan had not been funded.

“The government is working to resolve the
gap as we go along,” the World Bank told
Reuters in emailed comments, without detailing
the current size of the shortfall.

The president’s office did not respond to a
request for comment. On Sept. 8, President
Macky Sall said the government would soon
provide an update on the plan and efforts to
source funding for its completion. Some goals
have been achieved. A $73 million stormwater
management project, financed mainly by the
World Bank, built over 50 kilometers (31 miles)
of canals and 21 basins.

This and other measures have protected
167,000 people from flooding, the lender said.
In Dakar’s Yeumbeul district, the authorities built
a system that drains excess water through a
chain of basins. But some areas flooded again
this season because of a lack of maintenance, lo-
cals said. 

“The pump’s not worked since 2014,” said
resident Ismaila Faye, as young children sloshed
through water that had spilled into houses bor-
dering a trash-logged swamp. The World Bank
said the government had yet to follow through

on a commitment to create a fund to finance the
critical work of operating and maintaining
drainage infrastructure. Meanwhile the threat to
neighborhoods like Keur Massar is rising.
Floods in West Africa, partly due to extreme

weather events, have increased from fewer than
two per year on average before the 1990s to
over eight per year during the 2000s, accord-
ing to a 2018 paper in the Journal of Flood Risk
Management. — Reuters

Torrential rains in Senegal expose 
big gap in $1.4 billion flood plan
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WASHINGTON:  With speculation swirling over his pick for
the US Supreme Court, President Donald Trump heads to
Florida, hoping to shore up support in that hotly contested
state ahead of the Nov. 3 election. Trump’s trip to Jacksonville
comes two days before he plans to reveal his nominee to suc-
ceed Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the liberal icon who died
last week at 87, and as a Reuters poll showed the presidential
race between Trump and Democrat Joe Biden in Florida to
be a dead heat.

Populous Florida, with its 29 electoral votes, is central to
Trump’s re-election strategy. The new Reuters/Ipsos poll,
conducted from Sept. 11-16, showed Biden and Trump tied in
support in the state, at 47 percent each.

The poll showed that Florida voters trusted Biden and
Trump equally to handle the coronavirus pandemic, but gave
the president a 51 percent to 41 percent edge in managing
the economy even amid the current downturn. Trump, a Re-
publican, won the state in 2016 over Democrat Hillary Clinton
by just over 1 percentage point.

Trump has worked diligently to ramp up support among
Florida’s Hispanic community, particularly Cuban Americans
in south Florida.  — Reuters

Maddie suspect loses
bid for prison release
LUXEMBOURG: The prime suspect in the disappearance of
British toddler Madeleine McCann yesterday lost his bid to be
freed from jail, with the European Court of Justice rejecting his
appeal against a separate rape conviction.

German police investigating a suspect identified as Christian
B. believe he had killed McCann, whose disappearance in 2007
had sparked a huge international manhunt. The German man’s
challenge had been against a conviction in Germany for the rape
of a 72-year-old woman in Portugal in 2005. 

While the case before the ECJ is separate to the inquiry into
McCann’s disappearance, investigators in Germany were watch-
ing the case anxiously as it has a bearing on whether the suspect
could be released from prison in the coming months. With yes-
terday’s ruling, the ECJ dealt a huge blow to the 43-year-old sus-
pect’s hopes to be freed.

It found the rape conviction justified because Italian authori-
ties, who had arrested and handed the him over to German au-
thorities, had given their consent for him to be prosecuted for that
case. Christian B., who has a string of convictions for different
crimes, is now serving his sentence for drug trafficking in the
northern German city of Kiel which ends on January 7, 2021.

He had applied for early release and could have been freed if
the separate sentence over the rape in Portugal was thrown out
by the ECJ. Yesterday’s ruling would therefore mean that when
the jail term for drug trafficking ends, the prison time for rape

would then follow. McCann,
known as Maddie, went missing
from her family’s holiday apart-
ment in the Portuguese holiday
resort of Praia da Luz on May 3,
2007, a few days before her
fourth birthday, as her parents
dined with friends at a nearby
tapas bar. Her case sparked an
international search and outcry,
but no trace of her has been
found, nor has anyone been
charged over her disappearance.

But in June, German prosecu-
tors made the stunning an-
nouncement that they were

investigating a 43-year-old German man in connection with the
case, saying they have “concrete evidence” he had killed Maddie.
British police are however still treating her disappearance as a
missing persons case.

German police said the suspect, a white man with short blond
hair, lived in the Algarve region of Portugal between 1995 and
2007.  He made a living doing odd jobs in the area where
Madeleine was taken, and also burgled hotel rooms and holiday
flats. Police are not ruling out that Christian B. may have broken
into the McCanns’ flat for a robbery before spontaneously taking
the girl. Since investigators went public with their appeal for in-
formation about the suspect, a string of cold cases over rape and
murders have been reopened across Europe over any possible
connection with the German man. Belgium is reexamining the 1996
murder of a German teenager who was found dead and mutilated
in the resort town of De Haan on the Belgian coast. — AFP

A man repairs his makeshift protection wall, to protect his house before the next high tide
arrives in Bargny. ñ AFP

16,000 people critically impacted by latest floods

Trump to campaign 
in crucial Florida amid
court suspense

Christian B
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NEW YORK/LONDON: Sir Harold Evans, a 
British-American editor whose 70-year career 
as a hard-driving investigative journalist, mag-
azine founder, book publisher and author made 
him one of the most influential media figures of 
his generation, died on Wednesday at the age 
of 92. Evans died of congestive heart failure in 
New York, according to his wife Tina Brown. 

A former editor of Britain’s Sunday Times 
and, at his death, Reuters editor-at-large, 
Evans put a unique stamp on investigative 
journalism. Championing causes either over-
looked or denied, he and his team uncovered 
human rights abuses and political scandals, and 
advocated for clean air policies. 

One of his most famous investigations ex-
posed the plight of hundreds of British thalido-
mide children who had never received any 
compensation for their birth defects. Evans or-
ganized a campaign to take on the drug com-
panies responsible for manufacturing the drug, 
an effort that eventually won compensation for 
the families after more than a decade. 

“All I tried to do - all I hoped to do - was to 
shed a little light,” Evans said in an interview 
with the Independent in 2014. “And if that light 
grew weeds, we’d have to try and pull them up.” 
After 14 years at the Sunday Times, Evans be-
came editor of the Times of London shortly after 

media mogul Rupert Murdoch purchased the 
paper in 1981. Evans left a year later in a dispute 
with Murdoch over editorial independence. 

A few years later, Evans moved to the 
United States with Brown, the journalist and 
editor to whom he was married for nearly 40 
years. He continued his career as an author, 
publisher and university lecturer. He penned 
several books, including “The American Cen-
tury” (1998) and its sequel “They Made Amer-
ica” (2004), as well as an ode to good writing 
called “Do I Make Myself Clear?” (2017). He 
became the subject of books and documen-
taries, including “Attacking The Devil: Harold 
Evans and the Last Nazi War Crime” (2014), 
about the thalidomide campaign. 

Evans founded Conde Nast Traveler maga-
zine and served as president and publisher of 
Random House from 1990 to 1997. 

Under his leadership, Random House scored 
various publishing successes, including the 
best-selling “Primary Colors,” a satire about 
Bill Clinton by Anonymous, later revealed to be 
journalist Joe Klein, and Colin Powell’s “My 
American Journey.” 

 
‘Respectable working class’ 

Born to a family from what he called “the re-
spectable working class,” Evans received one 

of the highest honors of the British monarchy 
when he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 
2004 for his services to British journalism. Two 
years earlier, a poll by Britain’s Press Gazette 
and the British Journalism Review named him 
the greatest newspaper editor of all time. 
Evans joined Reuters in 2011. In his role as ed-
itor-at-large, Evans moderated conversations 

with global newsmakers in business and poli-
tics who included Tony Blair, Mark Cuban, Al 
Gore, John Kerry, Henry Kissinger, Jim Mattis 
and Satya Nadella. 

“Harry Evans was an inspiration, not only as 
a great journalist but as a great man. He had an 
insatiable intellect, extraordinary tenacity, high 
principle, and a generous heart,” Stephen J. 
Adler, Reuters editor-in-chief, said. 

Evans also had a sense of humor. “Editor-
at-large means you’re free to create as much 
havoc as they will tolerate,” Evans was quoted 
as saying by the Financial Times. “He was the 
inventor of team journalism. In the editorial 
chair, he was a human dynamo and set in mo-
tion such a stream of powerful stories and 
campaigns that his rivals (I was one) could 
only struggle to keep up,” Donald Trelford, the 
former editor of the Observer, wrote in a re-
view of Evans’ memoir published in 2009 
called, “My Paper Chase: True Stories of Van-
ished Times.” 

Harold Matthew Evans was born in Greater 
Manchester, England, on June 28, 1928, the son 
of a train driver. 

He entered journalism in what was then the 
traditional way, taking his first reporting job at 
a weekly newspaper at age 16. He went on to 
study at Durham University. — Reuters 

Sir Harold Evans, trailblazing  
newspaper editor, dies at 92

A journalist of tenacity, Evans put a unique stamp on investigative journalism

Trump hedges 
on transferring 
power  
 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Donald 
Trump declined on Wednesday to commit to 
a peaceful transfer of power if he loses the 
Nov 3 election to Democratic rival Joe Biden 
and said he expected the election battle to 
end up before the Supreme Court. 

“We’re going to have to see what hap-
pens,” Trump, a Republican, told reporters at 
the White House when asked whether he 
would commit to transferring power. The 
president, who trails Biden in national opinion 
polls, has repeatedly cast doubt on the legit-
imacy of the election, asserting without evi-
dence that mail-in voting would lead to fraud 
and a “rigged” outcome. 

“The ballots are a disaster,” Trump said. De-
mocrats have encouraged voting by mail as a 
way to cast ballots safely during the coron-
avirus pandemic. Millions of Americans, includ-
ing much of the military, have cast absentee 
ballots by mail for years without problems. 

In 2016, Trump also raised questions about 
whether he would accept the results of the 
election. He went on to win the presidency. 
Biden, speaking to reporters in Delaware, 
said Trump’s comments on the transition of 

power were “irrational.” His campaign said it 
was prepared for any “shenanigans” from 
Trump, and reiterated comments from July 
that “the United States government is per-
fectly capable of escorting trespassers out of 
the White House.” 

Mitt Romney, a rare Trump critic among 
Republican senators, said on Twitter: “Funda-
mental to democracy is the peaceful transi-
tion of power; without that, there is Belarus. 
Any suggestion that a president might not re-
spect this Constitutional guarantee is both 
unthinkable and unacceptable.” 

 
‘Will be before supreme court’ 

Trump, who is moving quickly to nominate 
a successor to liberal Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, who died on Friday, said earlier on 
Wednesday he thinks the election “will end up 
in the Supreme Court and I think it’s very im-
portant that we have nine justices.” Trump 
plans to announce his nominee on Saturday. A 
Senate confirmation vote before the election 
would seal a 6-3 conservative majority on the 
court, potentially spelling trouble for Democ-
rats should it be called on to decide any legal 
dispute over the results of the election. 

“This scam that the Democrats are pulling, 
it’s a scam, the scam will be before the United 
States Supreme Court, and I think having a 4-
4 situation is not a good situation,” Trump said. 

Only one US presidential election, the 
2000 contest between Republican George W 
Bush and Democrat Al Gore, has had its out-
come determined by the Supreme Court. Ear-

lier, in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he 
was campaigning, Biden said Republicans 
were “violating the essence” of what the 
country’s founders had intended in quickly 
seeking to fill the Supreme Court seat. 

“This is an abuse of power of what they’re 
doing, and I think we should focus on what 
this is going to mean for healthcare,” Biden 
said, suggesting such a conservative majority 
could roll back abortion rights and the Oba-
macare healthcare law. Trump has already ap-
pointed two conservatives to lifetime posts 

on the court, Neil Gorsuch in 2017 and Brett 
Kavanaugh in 2018. Supreme Court appoint-
ments require Senate confirmation, and Re-
publicans hold 53 of the chamber’s 100 seats. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
has said he intends to act on any nomination 
Trump makes. Democrats accuse McConnell 
of hypocrisy, pointing out he refused to have 
the Senate even consider Democratic Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s nominee to fill a vacant 
Supreme Court seat in 2016 because it was 
an election year. — Reuters 

In this file photo taken on November 16, 2016 British 
journalist Sir Harold Evans (left) and photographer 
Jeff Widener attend TIME’s 100 Most Influential Pho-
tos Of All Time Event in New York City. — AFP 

WASHINGTON, DC: US President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the briefing 
room of the White House on Wednesday in Washington, DC. — AFP 



LOUISVILLE: Two police officers were shot
as angry protests rippled across the United
States after authorities announced no one would
be charged with the killing of Breonna Taylor.
Taylor, who was shot dead in her apartment by
plainclothes officers, has become a symbol for
the Black Lives Matter movement and demon-
strators’ calls for an end to what they say is un-
justified police violence.

A grand jury charged one of the three officers
involved in the raid with “wanton endangerment”
over shots he fired into a neighboring home, but
neither he nor his two colleagues will face
charges over Taylor’s death.

The news sparked protests across the
country — including in New York, Boston,
Washington and Los Angeles.  But the biggest
demonstration was in Taylor’s hometown of
Louisville, Kentucky, where two police officers
were hospitalized after being shot late
Wednesday.

“Both officers are currently undergoing treat-
ment,” interim police chief Robert Schroeder
told reporters.

“One is alert and stable. The other officer is
currently undergoing surgery and stable,” he
said, adding that one person had been arrested.

President Donald Trump, who is campaigning

for reelection on a “law-and-order” platform,
tweeted that he was “praying for the two police
officers that were shot tonight in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. The Federal Government stands behind
you and is ready to help.”

Thousands of demonstrators had flooded the
streets of Louisville in the afternoon.

“Say her name — Breonna Taylor,” they
chanted. “No lives matter till black lives matter.”

Police in riot gear made several arrests, and
used flashbang grenades to clear hundreds of
protesters from a park, where a memorial to
Taylor was placed.

A state of emergency and an overnight cur-
few were declared for the city of 600,000, with
much of downtown closed to traffic, and several
shops boarded up in anticipation of violence.

No body cameras 
Seething protests have rocked America’s

cities for months, with the movement’s anger fed
by a stream of deaths of black people at the
hands of overwhelmingly white police, and ex-
acerbated by badly fractured national politics
and inflammatory rhetoric by Trump.

Taylor, an emergency room technician, died
when three plainclothes policemen turned up at
her door in the middle of the night to execute a

search warrant. Taylor’s boyfriend, who was in
bed with her, grabbed a gun and exchanged fire
with the officers. He later said he thought they
were criminals.

The officers, who had not activated their

body cameras as required, shot Taylor multiple
times. A police sergeant was wounded. “Breonna
Taylor deserves justice,” 17-year-old black pro-
tester Decorryn Adams told AFP. “Nothing will
change if we don’t stick together.” — AFP
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Two US police shot as protests 
erupt over Breonna Taylor case

Grand jury charge one of the three officers involved in the raid

LOUISVILLE: Protesters march in Louisville, Kentucky, on September 23, 2020, after a judge announced the charges
brought by a grand jury against Detective Brett Hankison, one of three police officers involved in the fatal shooting of
Breonna Taylor in March. — AFP

New bid but little 
hope to reform 
UN Security Council
UNITED NATIONS: A flurry of world leaders have appealed
again to the United Nations to reform the Security Council, re-
viving a bid launched 15 years ago.

But chances of transforming the world’s body most powerful
institution are seen as close to zero by most experts, who see little
incentive from today’s Permanent Five to let others in.

Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States hold veto-
wielding permanent seats at the Security Council, an arrangement
that reflects the geopolitical dynamics at the time of the UN’s cre-
ation in the aftermath of World War II.

A coalition of four nations — Brazil, Germany, India and Japan
— on Wednesday renewed its campaign for inclusion.

Adding the “G4” would ensure that the Security Council in-
corporate Europe’s biggest economy (Germany), the world’s sec-
ond largest developed economy and major UN contributor
(Japan), the world’s second most populous nation (India) and the
most populous nation in Latin America (Brazil).

“The world of today is very different from what it was when
the United Nations was created 75 years ago,” their four foreign
ministers said in a joint statement after talks by videoconference
on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly, held virtually this
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Only if we manage to reform the Security Council will we stop
it from becoming obsolete,” they said.

Who want to lose power? 
But to include more nations, the Permanent Five would dilute

their own status. The chances of Security Council reform “are next
to none,” said Andrew Bacevich, professor emeritus of interna-
tional relations and history at Boston University.

“And the reason is that the reform proposal, which in many re-
spects makes great sense, calls upon the Permanent Five countries
to lose their power, he said. “I can’t imagine why any of them
would find that prospect agreeable.”

The United States has backed a seat for close ally Japan, and
former president Barack Obama on a visit to India announced
support for New Delhi’s bid.  But the United States is hardly
pressing for an expansion, and showed hesitation in 2005 amid
tensions with Germany over the Iraq invasion.

With Britain’s exit from the European Union, France is the only
EU nation with a Security Council veto.  But France officially
backs the bid by the four nations including Germany, as well as
an expanded African presence, and unlike Russia, the United
States and China seeks to limit the use of the veto to questions
involving mass atrocities.

‘Best reflection’ 
Leaders from around the world called at the UN General As-

sembly for a more representative Security Council.
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa said that Africa

needed to be better represented in order “to collectively resolve
some of the world’s most protracted conflicts.”

In 2005, African nations adopted a common platform to seek two
permanent seats on the Security Council but discussions have failed
to determine which countries those would be. Angolan President Joao
Lourenco called for a Security Council “that is the best reflection of
peoples, nations and continents,” while President Felix Tshisekedi of
the Democratic Republic of Congo called for a body that is “more
transparent, more democratic and more representative.” — AFP

Trump’s son Eric 
ordered to testify 
in fraud probe
NEW YORK: A New York judge on Wednesday ordered Eric
Trump, the president’s son most involved with running the family
business, to be deposed by October 7 as part of an investigation
over charges that the organization improperly inflated the value
of real estate assets.  

Letitia James, the Democratic attorney general of New York
state who opened the inquiry, has been asking since May to ques-
tion Eric Trump, 36, who has emerged as the helmsman of the
Trump Organization since his father moved to the White House in
early 2017.  Even though Eric Trump has said he was ready to “co-
operate” with the inquiry, his lawyers recently asked for the ses-
sion to be pushed back until after the November 3 election,
arguing that he was too busy, as he is heavily involved in his fa-
ther’s re-election campaign.

The attorney general had challenged that request in a court in
the state, asking that Eric Trump be forced to provide documen-
tation on several of the company’s properties, including a building
on Wall Street and the Trump International Hotel in Chicago. 

After a court hearing on Wednesday, Judge Arthur Engoron
ruled in favor of the attorney general, calling the younger Trump’s
arguments “unconvincing” and noting that “nor is this Court
bound by the timelines of the national election.”

“We will immediately move to ensure that Donald Trump and
the Trump Organization comply with the court’s order and submit
financial records related to our investigation,” said James. — AFP



KABUL: The Taleban’s stance on women’s
rights should concern the world, one of
Afghanistan’s top female diplomats has warned,
as the government holds power-sharing talks
with the Islamist group that once banned girls
from going to school.

Afghanistan’s first female ambassador to the
United Nations Adela Raz said the world had in-
vested heavily in empowering Afghan women
after forcing the Taleban from power in 2001,
and should pay heed to the hardline group’s
views on their future.

The Taleban, who this month began power-
sharing talks with the Afghan government, say
they would allow girls to be educated and
women to work outside the home, in some cir-
cumstances. But they have given little detail on
which of the hard-won rights they would allow
women to retain, saying only that this would be
decided according to Islamic sharia. This week,
they opposed a move to have mothers’ names on
identity documents.

“Their definition of women’s rights remains in
the grey area,” said Raz, speaking to the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation from the UN headquar-
ters in New York, where she is based.

“They have been saying the same thing about
their version of the sharia without explaining any
change and reforms. “This is a concern not only
for Afghanistan, but for the international com-
munity who invested heavily in empowerment of
the Afghan women,” added Raz, 34, who this

month oversaw Afghanistan’s election to the UN
Commission on the Status of Women.

It is the first time Afghanistan has won a seat
on the Commission, which is dedicated to em-
powering women globally - a victory hailed as a
sign of progress for a country once notorious for
the oppression of women. Her focus at the UN
will be to promote access to markets for women
entrepreneurs, something she sees as key to
their empowerment.

“We have many refreshing stories of suc-
cessful women entrepreneurs who stood by
themselves, their contributions are immense to-
ward creating a fair society,” she said, pointing
to progress in India and Pakistan.

‘Legitimate fears’
Raz spent her early childhood in Taleban-

ruled Afghanistan, leaving Kabul in 2004 to study
in the United States after losing many close rel-
atives and friends in the war. She returned in 2013
despite warnings that it was like going back to a
“sinking” ship, with most foreign troops set to
leave the country at the end of 2014.

“I told myself, if I want to save this sinking
boat, I need to be on board,” she said.

“This war has been so devastating, every sin-
gle Afghan family has lost family members, it
does not matter which sides they were... Every-
one now wants it to end.”

Raz entered Afghan politics, becoming the first
female director of communications for former

Afghan President Hamid Karzai and later chief of
staff for his successor, Ashraf Ghani. She sees the
engagement of women in peace talks as key to
enduring success, but said there had been “hesi-
tancy” about making that happen. Last month one
of the few female members of the Afghan govern-
ment negotiating team, the former lawmaker

Fawzia Koofi, was attacked by unknown gunmen,
underscoring the dangers faced by women’s
rights advocates. Brought up by a single mother
and now herself the mother of a baby daughter,
Raz said there remained “legitimate fears” about
the erosion of constitutional rights for women
under even partial Taliban rule.— Reuters
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Afghanistan’s first female envoy 
to UN warns over women’s rights

World must pay heed to Taleban’s views on women’s future: Raz

Mauritius takes 
stock of oil spill 
two months later
NAIROBI:  On July 25, a cargo ship loaded
with thousands of tonnes of fuel ran aground
off Mauritius, leading to the worst environ-
mental disaster ever witnessed in the tiny In-
dian Ocean archipelago.

Two months later, Mauritius is still taking
stock of the damage, after its rich fishing
grounds and sensitive marine habitats were
befouled with oil.

How bad was the spill?  
The MV Wakashio, a Japanese-owned but

Panamanian-flagged bulk carrier, was sailing
from Singapore to Brazil with 3,800 tonnes of
fuel oil and 200 tonnes of diesel onboard
when it struck a reef off the southeast coast
of Mauritius. More than 1,000 tonnes of oil
seeped from a gash in the hull before it was
announced on August 13 that salvage crews
had removed all the remaining fuel from
tankers beneath the hold.

“Relatively speaking, it was not a big oil

spill,” said Sue Ware, a marine scientist from
the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Science, a UK research institute.

By comparison the ABT Summer, a Liber-
ian-registered tanker, was carrying 260,000
tonnes of crude when it exploded off the coast
of Angola in 1991, burning for three days be-
fore sinking with its cargo.

“The amount of oil is relatively small but in
Mauritius it’s a very key area for biodiversity,”
Ware said. 

The accident occurred near two ecologi-
cally-critical sites: Blue Bay, known for its
coral gardens and Pointe D’Esny, which hosts
a fragile mangrove forest critical in the fight
against global warming.

Also a short distance away is Ile Aux Ai-
grettes, a nature reserve home to endemic
bird and reptile species.

About 50 melon-headed whales washed
up dead off Mauritius at the end of August, in-
furiating the public, but a link with the spill has
not been established.

Will there be long-term damage? 
Conservationists are particularly con-

cerned about the long-term ecological dam-
age to the island’s marine ecosystems. “There
is visible pollution, and invisible pollution.
Some of the oil doesn’t float but dissolves in

the sea. The fish eat it, the coral absorbs it, it
goes into the ecosystems,” environmental ex-
pert Sunil Dowarkasing said.

The oil itself is known as VLSFO — a fuel
oil less viscous and lower in sulphur than con-
ventional fuel oils.  But this newer generation
oil is poorly understood in terms of its envi-
ronmental impact, said Ware.

“They are quite new to us, compared to
the heavy fuel oils that we mostly used to
deal with... That is why we need to study this,
and this will certainly help for future oil spills
elsewhere.”

How is the clean-up progressing? 
Thousands of volunteers marshalled along

the coast in the early days wearing rubber
boots and gloves, scrubbing the shoreline
clean and stringing together makeshift cor-
dons to contain the oily tide.

Since then the government has identified
26 affected sites around the coastline and
commissioned the clean-up operation to
French company Le Floch Depollution and
Greek outfit Polyeco SA.

“The work is progressing satisfactorily, but
it is a very delicate clean-up operation, we
must make sure that it is done in a methodical
and systematic way,” Environment Minister
Kavydass Ramano said.  — AFP

NEW YORK: This UN handout photo shows Adela Raz, Permanent Representative of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan to the United Nations, speaks during the second day of the general
debate of the 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly, in New York. — AFP

Rescuers call off 
search in India 
building collapse
MUMBAI: Emergency workers have ended a days-
long search for victims of an apartment block col-
lapse in western India as the death toll rose to 41,
officials said yesterday.

Recovery teams from the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) had rescued 20 survivors
from the rubble of the three-storey building in Bhi-
wandi, near Mumbai, after the block came crashing
down before dawn on Monday. A senior NDRF of-
ficial told AFP that emergency workers, aided by
sniffer dogs, also retrieved 41 bodies buried under
brick and concrete. 

“Operations are over,” NDRF Commandant Anu-
pam Srivastava said. NDRF director general Satya
Narayan Pradhan tweeted Thursday that 10 children
were among those killed. The cause of the incident
was not immediately clear, but building collapses
are common during India’s June-September mon-
soon season, with old and rickety structures buck-
ling under days of non-stop rain. — AFP



HONG KONG: Prominent Hong Kong activist
Joshua Wong was arrested yesterday for taking
part in a protest at the height of the city’s pro-
democracy unrest last year, but he vowed to
continue resisting China’s crackdown on dissent.

The arrest of the territory’s most high-profile
dissident is the latest in a string of arrests of gov-
ernment critics and comes after China imposed
a sweeping new national security law on Hong
Kong in late June.

Wong was arrested for “unlawful assembly”
over a 2019 demonstration against a government
ban on face masks that was imposed before the
coronavirus pandemic, his lawyer said.

The 23-year-old , who now faces three sep-
arate cases, said after being bailed that he was
also held for violating the “draconian” anti-mask
law, which has since been ruled unconstitutional.

Wong’s lawyer told AFP he was re-arrested
when he reported to a police station concerning
another case currently being tried.

“Wong is accused of participating in an un-
lawful assembly on October 5 last year, when
hundreds marched to oppose an anti-mask ban
the government rolled out,” lawyer Jonathan
Man said. A police spokesman confirmed a 23-
year-old was arrested for “knowingly partici-
pating in unauthorised assembly” while
violating the mask ban.

Wong told reporters after he was bailed: “No

matter what happens, I will continue to resist and
hope to let the world to know that how Hong
Kongers choose not to surrender.”

At the time of the October 5 march, Hong
Kong had already been battered by four months
of increasingly violent pro-democracy protests.

The city had ground to a halt following a
night of chaos in which hardcore protesters
trashed dozens of subway stations, vandalised
shops with mainland China ties, built fires and
blocked roads. 

Hundreds of protesters, almost all masked,
staged the unsanctioned demonstration through
the popular shopping district of Causeway Bay,
a day after the city’s leader Carrie Lam outlawed
face coverings by invoking colonial-era emer-
gency powers not used for half a century. Under
Hong Kong’s current anti-virus measures, face
masks are now mandatory in all public places.

Jailed twice 
China’s security law, which was imposed in

late June, was designed to stamp out the demon-
strations and targets acts deemed to be seces-
sion, subversion, terrorism and foreign collusion. 

Beijing has described it as a “sword” hanging
over the heads of its opponents as it pushes to
return stability. Critics say it has blanketed the
city in fear, and UN rights experts warned its
broad wording posed a serious risk to Hong

Kong’s freedoms. Wong — who spent most of
his teenage years leading protests and has twice
been jailed — recently told AFP he constantly
wonders how long it will be before the police’s
new national security unit comes for him.

The security law has already swept up two of
his closest comrades.

Fellow former student leader Nathan Law has
fled to Britain and is now wanted for national se-
curity crimes, according to Chinese state media. 

Agnes Chow — who has led protests along-
side Wong since they were just 15 — is one of
22 people arrested under the new law so far. She
has been released on bail. — AFP
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HK activist Wong arrested 
again but vows to fight on

Joshua Wong is accused of participating in an unlawful assembly

HONG KONG: Pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong poses for a photo after leaving Central police station in
Hong Kong yesterday, after being arrested for unlawful assembly related to a 2019 protest against a govern-
ment ban on face masks. —AFP

Ex-air steward 
eyes to lead 
S Korean party
SEOUL: Former South Korean air steward
Park Chang-jin never imagined a bag of
macadamia nuts would lead him to a career in
politics.  Park — now seeking the chair of
South Korea’s third-largest party — was on
the receiving end of what became known as
the “nut rage” incident six years ago, when he
was made to beg on his knees by a South Ko-
rean airline heiress. 

The episode made headlines worldwide
and turned him into a symbol of workplace
abuse in a hierarchical society.

In December 2014, a Korean Air flight
from New York to Seoul had a particularly
demanding passenger in first class: Cho
Hyun-ah, the daughter of the chairman of the
South Korean conglomerate that controls the
flag-carrier, and a senior airline executive
herself. When a stewardess presented her
with a bag of pre-departure nuts, Cho flew
into a rage, screaming they should have been
served on a plate.

“A flight attendant came to me... looking
half-dead, telling me Cho had gone mad with

her over the nuts,” said Park, who was then
the cabin crew chief.

Cho ordered them both to kneel in apol-
ogy and berated them.

“I implored her to calm down,” Park said.
“But I could feel my dignity as a human was
falling apart... It was the longest five minutes
of my life.” 

Cho pushed him away and demanded he
left the plane, then ordered the taxiing aircraft
back to the gate — actions that later saw her
convicted of violating aviation safety laws.

“Walking back into the terminal felt like
walking into my coffin,” said Park. 

‘True nature’ 
The encounter with Cho, he said, had given

him “a new perspective on society and the
true nature of human beings”. “I realised that
without a change in politics and laws, the sta-
tus quo would never change.”  After the inci-
dent Park — who at 49 retains the clean-cut
looks and polite manner of his former role
— was demoted to the same rank he held
when he first joined the company.

A court later ordered Cho and the air-
line to pay him 100 million won ($90,000)
in compensation, and he left the firm in
January to go into politics full-time. He is
now seeking the chair of the left-wing
Justice party in a vote to be announced
this weekend. — AFP

Hopes fade for more
survivors in mass
whale stranding
MACQUARIE HARBOUR: Only a few dozen of
the 470 whales stranded on Australia’s coast can
still be saved, rescuers warned yesterday, as they
weighed euthanising those animals in most distress. 

At least 380 pilot whales have died since their
pod was discovered beached on Tasmania’s
rugged western seaboard four days ago — Aus-
tralia’s largest-ever mass stranding. Around 70 of
the creatures have survived and the death toll is
expected to rise as the window for rescue now be-
gins to close. 

“We’ve got about 25 animals that we think have
the strength to be successfully released,” said Tas-
mania’s Parks and Wildlife Service manager Nic
Deka, adding the “hard physical yakka (work)” of
rescuers would continue until nightfall.

A crew of around 60 conservationists and
skilled volunteers have spent days wading in the
chilly water of Macquarie Harbour, surrounded by
the anguishing cries of whales slowly dying. “It is
emotional,” said rescuer Sam Thalmann. “We have
people semi-submerged in the water, up to their
waist or their chests.”

“There are animals swimming around, they are
vocalising. We can see the bonds and the pairings
within them,” he added. Pilot whales — which can
grow up to six metres (20 feet) long and weigh a
tonne — are known to be highly social.

Some animals have resisted rescue or tried to
return to their family after being freed, becoming
beached for a second time.

Such is the level of distress that authorities said
they are likely to carry out mercy killings of at least
four whales. “We’re actually considering euthana-
sia at this very moment with a small number of an-
imals that we’ve attempted to release and it hasn’t
been successful,” said Tasmanian environment de-
partment marine biologist Kris Carlyon.

“That’s based purely on animal welfare
grounds,” he said. “It’s always something in the
back of our minds, we go to it only when needed.”
The crews are now focusing efforts on a group of
20-25 partially submerged whales, using boats fit-
ted with special slings to guide them back to the
open ocean.

But increasingly, attention is turning to how to
dispose of the nearly 400 whale carcases safely.
“We are starting to form up a plan. Our preference
is for disposal at sea. We’re still taking expert ad-
vice about where exactly the drop-off point may
be,” said Deka.

Left where they are, the whales would “bloat
and float”, causing a navigation hazard, polluting
the bay and potentially attracting sharks and other
predators, Deka said. — AFP
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SEOUL: North Korean troops shot dead a
South Korean fisheries official who went missing
earlier this week, before dousing his body in oil
and setting it on fire in what was likely an effort
to prevent a coronavirus outbreak, South
Korea’s military said yesterday.

South Korea’s military said evidence sug-
gested the man was attempting to defect to the
North when he was reported missing from a
fisheries boat on Monday about 10 km (6 miles)
south of the Northern Limit Line (NLL), a dis-
puted demarcation of military control that acts
as the de facto maritime boundary between the
two Koreas. The exact reason the 47-year-old
official was shot is not known but North Korean
troops appear to have been acting under anti-
coronavirus orders, South Korea’s military said.

Citing intelligence sources, the military said
the unidentified man appeared to have been
questioned at sea, north of the NLL and about
38 km (24 miles) from where he went missing,
before he was executed on an “order from a su-
perior authority”. Troops in gas masks then
doused the body in oil and set it on fire. The
military said it sent a message on Wednesday
to the North through the land border demand-
ing explanations, but has not received any re-
sponse yet.

“Our military strongly condemns such an
atrocity, and strongly demands North Korea
provide explanations and punish those who are
responsible,” General Ahn Young-ho, who is in

charge of operations at the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told a briefing.

Coronavirus fears
The US military commander in South Korea

said this month that North Korean troops had
been given “shoot-to-kill orders” to prevent the
coronavirus entering the country. Such strict en-
forcement of those orders may be an attempt to
prevent an outbreak from disrupting a major mil-
itary parade expected to be held on Oct. 10
when the country commemorates the founding
of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea, said Chad
O’Carroll, CEO of Korea Risk Group, which
monitors North Korea.

“In many ways, this parade is a huge potential
viral risk,” he said in a post on Twitter. “And it
seems paranoia about that risk is at play (with)
shoot-to-kill rules.” In July, a man who had de-
fected to South Korea three years ago triggered
a coronavirus scare when he crossed back over
the heavily monitored border into North Korea,
which says it has had no cases of the disease.

His arrival prompted North Korean officials to
lock down a border city and quarantine thousands
of people over fears he may have had the coron-
avirus, though the World Health Organization later
said his test results were inconclusive. Last week,
South Korean police arrested a defector who they
said had tried to return to North Korea by break-
ing into a military training site in South Korea’s
border town of Cheorwon. — Reuters

North Korean troops gun down
S Korean man, burn body: Seoul 

N Korea has ‘shoot-to-kill’ orders to prevent virus outbreak: US military 

SEOUL: South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff officer Lieutenant-General Ahn Young-ho speaks during a briefing
on a missing official near the western border sea, at the Defence Ministry in Seoul yesterday. North Korean
forces shot dead a South Korean fisheries official who disappeared off a patrol vessel. — AFP

TOKYO/SEOUL: Japan’s new prime minister,
Yoshihide Suga, spoke to South Korea’s president
for the first time yesterday, calling for both coun-
tries to repair their frayed ties and cooperate to
counter any threat from North Korea.

Relations between the two U.S. allies have de-
teriorated sharply over the past year over war-
time history and trade, in particular the issue of
Korean labourers forced to work at Japanese
firms during Japan’s 1910-1945 colonial rule.

“I told President Moon that we cannot leave
our current very difficult relations where they are
now,” Suga told reporters after a telephone call
with South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in.

“Cooperation between Japan and South
Korea, as well as between Japan, the United
States and South Korea, is crucial to deal with
North Korea and other issues.”

Japan would “continue to firmly seek appro-
priate action from South Korea”, he said. He did
not elaborate. South Korea had asked for the
telephone call, Japan said.

Moon congratulated Suga and said that Japan
and South Korea need to find the best solution on
the war-time forced labour issue, said Kang Min-
seok, a spokesman of the South Korea’s presiden-
tial Blue House. Moon said that South Korea and
Japan are the closest friends who share basic val-
ues and strategic interests, as well as a partner
that should cooperate for peace and prosperity
of the world and Northeast Asia.

The two leaders also welcomed scheduled
talks on the special entry procedure for essential
travels between the two countries and expected
it would serve as an opportunity to resume per-
sonal exchanges and improve bilateral relations.

The ties between Seoul and Tokyo soured
after South Korea’s Supreme Court ordered a
Japanese steelmaker to pay compensation for
forced labour in 2018, which prompted Tokyo to
impose export curbs on some key high-tech ma-
terials. In a letter to Suga last week, Moon had
said he was willing to sit down any time to im-
prove ties. —Reuters

Seven Cambodian  
activists sentenced
for treason
PHNOM PENH: Seven Cambodian activists
have been handed jail sentences for treason over
comments posted online supporting an exiled
opposition figure, their lawyer said yesterday,
deepening the kingdom’s crackdown on dissent.

Sam Rainsy, who has lived in France since
2015 to avoid prison for convictions he says are
politically motivated, has promised to return to
Cambodia. But an attempted homecoming in
November was thwarted by strongman Prime
Minister Hun Sen, who labelled it a “coup at-
tempt” and sent out arrest warrants to neigh-
bouring countries.

Opposition activists accused of posting sup-
portive messages last year about Rainsy’s return
were this week sentenced on “charges of trea-
son” in eastern Tboung Khmum province, lawyer
Sam Sokong told AFP yesterday. Four in hiding
were sentenced to seven years in absentia, with

warrants issued for their arrest, while another
activist given the same sentence is already in
prison. “This is very unjust for my clients,”
Sokong said, adding that he would appeal
against the sentences.

Two other opposition activists charged with
treason were given five-year suspended sen-
tences and would not have to serve out their jail
terms, the lawyer said.

The pair have since defected to the ruling
party. The United Nations says Cambodia has
arrested 24 human rights campaigners since late
July. Those detained include opposition activists,
environmental campaigners and rappers whose
songs discussed social issues. 

Government spokesman Phay Siphan de-
fended the government’s crackdown, saying the
arrests were to “prevent chaos and to ensure
order and regularity of people’s lives”. But Am
Sam Ath, deputy director of local human rights
group Licadho, called the trend “worrisome”.

“We can see the political situation is getting
tense,” he said. The UN human rights office earlier
this month said there had been a “deepening of
the government’s intolerance to dissent and re-
pression of the rights to freedom of expression”.
Hun Sen, who has been in power since 1985, is one
of the world’s longest serving leaders. — AFP

Japan’s new PM calls for better ties
with S Korea, cooperation on N Korea
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‘Hardcore grandma’ - ageing  
fitness buff proves hit in China

See Pages 20 - 21

Contemporary British artist Sacha Jafri (center)  
lies on his record-breaking painting entitled ‘The 
Journey of Humanity’ as he speaks to people in 
the Emirati city of Dubai. — AFP 



Photos show Chen Jifang, 68, working out at a gym in Shanghai. 
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Chen Jifang hits the gym for at least two hours every
day and has the physique to prove it. At nearly 70,
she’s being held up as a shining example as China or-

ders its vast population to get fit and lose the bulge. The
grandmother from Shanghai has become a minor celebrity in
recent months as her newfound and unlikely love for working
out made national headlines. After becoming a gym bunny in
December 2018, Chen lost 14 kilos (30 pounds) in three
months and now sports the kind of flat stomach and toned
muscles that people decades younger aspire to. She has also
built up a fan base on social media, clocking up 410,000 fol-
lowers on TikTok with her impressive exercise routines and
encouraging others to follow her example.

A post on the video-sharing app of the pensioner doing a
rapid set of lung-busting squats and lunges has been viewed
more than one million times. “I will work out as long as I’m
still alive,” Chen, who turned 68 this year, tells AFP at a gym
in a Shanghai suburb. Chinese state media have reported
Chen’s story with gusto because it fits the government’s
drive to encourage people of all ages to get fitter. That mes-
sage has been amplified this year by the assertion that being
fit is one way to help beat the coronavirus, which emerged in
Wuhan in late 2019.

Xinmin Evening News labelled Chen “hardcore grandma”
and Xinhua news agency called her “heavy-lifting granny”.
She has also been featured on television. For Chen, who
worked for a food company before retiring, pumping iron
has come late in life. She began going to the gym following a
chance meeting with a personal trainer, propelled into action
by worries about her deteriorating health and weight gain.
But she has shed the flab and says that last year she was
given a clear bill of health by doctors, having previously had
problems with a fatty liver, high blood pressure and eye
cataracts. Chen, who has a grandson aged 14, recalled the
shocked looks she got the first time she walked through the
gym door. “They found it very strange, they don’t usually see
people at such an old age who care about their health so
much,” she says.

‘Hardcore grandma’ - ageing 
fitness buff proves hit in China
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Dancing aunties 
Under the watchful eye of a personal trainer, and barely

pausing for breath, Chen ploughs through a series of exer-
cises using weight machines, free weights and other dynamic
movements designed to burn fat and gain muscle. Despite
her active lifestyle, Chen has no sporting background and
says she barely got out of bed when her daughter was very
young because her body was so weak from giving birth. “If
your muscles are strong and powerful it will protect your
bones if you fall, because the elderly are most afraid of
falling,” she said.

“In fact, I also fell once and fell terribly, hurting my fore-
head, hips, knees and toes. “They saw an old lady with white
hair lying on the ground and passersby started calling an
ambulance. “I said ‘don’t’, and I got up. I said that I had been
exercising, so I’m fine.” On a typical warm autumn evening,
so-called ‘dancing aunties’ pack out Shanghai’s parks and
public spaces. For many women of middle age and upwards,
square dancing is the only form of exercise they get. “No
matter how hard you square-dance, you can’t reach my cur-
rent condition,” said Chen, flexing her biceps for the camera.
She added: “At our age it is not how much money you have,
who you are, or how good your children are. “You just want
a medical record as short as possible. —AFP
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The French actress and singer Juliette Greco, who has died
aged 93, was the face and voice of radical chic postwar
Paris, a friend of Left Bank intellectual giants like Jean-Paul

Sartre, and the lover of both the Hollywood studio boss Darryl F
Zanuck and jazz legend Miles Davis. Hers was an epic life, with a
childhood straight from of one of the tragic songs with which she
made her name in the nightclubs of the Latin Quarter as the French
capital came back to life after the war. A young dancer at the Paris
ballet school when the Nazis invaded, she was arrested by the
Gestapo when she was just 16 after her older sister and her
mother-a member of the French Resistance-were sent to a con-
centration camp. She survived prison only to be thrown onto the
streets of Paris hungry and alone in the coldest winter of the war
in nothing but a thin blue dress and sandals.

She only survived thanks to a friend of her mother’s, begging

and borrowing men’s clothes from student friends and young ac-
tors from which Greco improvised her boyish, pixie style that
would later be imitated the world over. With fashionable Saint Ger-
main des Pres fizzing with creative energy, her look was immor-
talised by photographers like Willy Ronis, Robert Doisneau and
Henri Cartier Bresson, who shot her in the street or in smoky clubs
like Le Boeuf sur le Toit (The ox on the roof).

Existential muse 
Invariably dressed in black, with dark sad eyes, jet hair and long

eyelashes, the brilliant and uninhibited Greco was much more than
the “existentialist muse”. She became one of the leading perform-
ers of French chanson, interpreting texts by the likes of Sartre,
poets Jacques Prevert and Jean Cocteau, playwright Bertolt Brecht
and composers such as Leo Ferre, Guy Beart, Georges Brassens
and Serge Gainsbourg. Her best-loved hits “Jolie mome” (cute kid)
by Ferre and Gainsbourg’s “La javanaise” were written for her.
With typical daring, she also persuaded the songwriters of the
provocative “Deshabillez-moi” (undress me), written originally for
a striptease artist, to give her the song. It was a massive hit.

She later compared singing to sex. “An audience is like a lover,”
she said. “You have to start slowly, softy, with a thousand caresses,
tears and doubts... then give everything so that they love you.”
Greco’s circle was a “Who’s Who” of the period. In addition to
Sartre, Cocteau and novelists Raymond Queneau and Boris Vian,
she hung out with the writer Marguerite Duras and feminist
philosopher Simone de Beauvoir.

‘My greatest love’ 
Her long-running affair with the US jazz trumpeter Miles Davis

was ultimately doomed by his drug taking. He called her his “great-
est love”-even though to begin with neither talked the other’s lan-
guage. Greco’s early success as a cabaret artist led to a series of
performances in Paris’s Olympia concert hall-then the temple of

French popular music-in 1954. Six years earlier she had begun
what was to become a long film career, taking her across the At-
lantic and into the arms of the powerful Hollywood producer
Zanuck. There she starred in adaptations of Ernest Hemingway’s
“The Sun also Rises” (1957) and Francoise Sagan’s novel “Bonjour
tristesse” directed by Otto Preminger the following year.

She went on to work with another Hollywood legend, John Hus-
ton, in “The Roots of Heaven”. Although she never became a major
movie star, Greco became a household name across western Eu-
rope in 1965 thanks to the success of French TV series “Belphegor”,
a detective drama about a ghost haunting the Louvre museum.
Greco was born on February 7, 1927 in the southern town of Mont-
pellier, but was mostly brought up by her grandparents near Bor-
deaux after her parents separated. During World War II both her
parents were active in the Resistance, and she was only spared de-
portation to Germany because of her age. Her wartime experiences
sealed her lifelong alliance to the political left. In 1981 she was prac-
tically expelled from Chile, then under the dictatorship of Augusto
Pinochet, for singing songs censored by the military regime.

She married three times: briefly in 1953 to actor Philippe
Lemaire, with whom she had a daughter; then to the actor-director
Michel Piccoli between 1966 and 1977 and finally to Gerard
Jouannest, who co-wrote some of Jacques Brel’s greatest songs
including “Ne Me Quitte Pas” (Don’t Leave Me). Still strikingly
beautiful in old age, she toured and recorded right up until a stroke
in 2016. “I miss it terribly. My reason for living is to sing! To sing is
everything, there is the body, the instinct, the head”, she told the
Telerama magazine in an interview in July. — AFP 

Juliette Greco, stylish 
survivor of radical chic Paris

In this file photo taken on February 6, 2016, French singer Juliette Greco performs during a concert at
the Louvre Museum in Paris.

In this file photo taken on April 1, 1985, French singer
Juliette Greco performs on stage during the “Print-
emps de Bourges” in Bourges.  — AFP photos

This file photo taken on May 16, 1989, shows French
singer Juliette Greco in Paris.

This file photo taken on October 7, 1979, shows French singer Juliette
Greco during a gala at the Palais des Congres in Paris.

In this file photo taken on April 12, 2012, French singer Juliette Greco
poses after receiving the Vermeil Medal of the City of Paris from Paris’s
Mayor Bertrand Delanoe (left) in Paris.
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Apainting by Italian Renaissance master
Sandro Botticelli could fetch over $80
million when it goes under the hammer in

New York in January, Sotheby’s said yesterday-
a record auction price for the artist. “Young Man
Holding a Roundel” has been billed by the auc-
tion house as one of the greatest paintings from
the era still in private hands. It is expected to
smash the $10.4 million auction record set seven
years ago for a painting by the Florence native.
The subject of the enigmatic portrait is not
known, but art historians believe it could be a
depiction of a close friend of the Medici family,

which ruled the Italian city during Botticelli’s life.
The painting has been dated to the artist’s

most prolific years in the late 15th century,
when Pope Sixtus IV invited him to help dec-
orate the Sistine Chapel in Rome. During that
period he produced some of his most famous
works including “the Birth of Venus”.  “This
Botticelli is so much more spectacular in every
way than anything we’ve seen coming to mar-
ket,” said Sotheby’s senior vice president
Christopher Apostle. “It says everything about
Florentine culture and that moment of the Ren-
aissance, when just everything fundamentally

changes in Western thinking and art and liter-
ature.” Despite its age, the painting has been
kept in an immaculate state and has been ex-

hibited in several museums. It last changed
hands in 1982, when a private collector bought
it got about $1.3 million. — AFP

Botticelli painting expected 
to sell for record $80m

New York’s Metropolitan Opera on
Wednesday announced the “painful” can-
celation of its entire 2020-21 season over

the still-spreading coronavirus, a major blow for
the city’s decimated arts and culture industry. The
announcement is a dire signal for live arts institu-
tions in New York-including the renowned Broad-
way theater district-which have sat dark since the
pandemic hamstringed the city starting in mid-
March, and look set to remain that way indefinitely.
Shows at the Met, a 3,800-seat bellwether for the
return of live performances, now will not resume
before September 2021 at the earliest.

The Met said it based its decision to cancel the
entirety of its current season on the advice of
health authorities, saying it would be unsafe to re-
sume rehearsals and productions until “a vaccine
is widely in use, herd immunity is established, and
the wearing of masks and social distancing is no
longer a medical requirement.” “Health officials
have said this will likely take at least five to six
months after a vaccine is initially made available,”
the organization said. Peter Gelb, the Metropoli-
tan Opera’s general manager, told AFP that with
the cancelation of this season along with the final
eight weeks of the previous one, the revered
house anticipated a loss in earned revenues of at
least $154 million, even as expenses have been re-
duced. Calling this “the most challenging time” in
the company’s 137-year history, Gelb said in an
interview he was aiming to negotiate with unions
representing many Met employees to help them
weather the storm.

About 1,000 full-time unionized employees
have been furloughed without salary since April-
the opera house has continued to provide health
care-and Gelb said it could be possible to reboot
the Met’s payroll if musicians agree to leaner
multi-year contracts. “I feel optimistic, if we’re
able to convince our workforce to collectively
take on the responsibility of the recovery of the
Met,” he said.  “I think some people think of the
Met as some kind of historic and invulnerable in-
stitution,” he continued. “Clearly, there is no im-

munity from financial failure for any institution.”
The American Guild of Musical Arts, one of the
top unions representing Met employees, however
criticized the Met’s “unilateral” decision to cancel
the season, saying in an email to members that ini-
tial contract negotiations “have not been fruitful.”

“Unlike other companies that have worked
with AGMA to identify short-term cost-saving
measures, the Met seems uniquely determined
to leverage this moment to permanently gut our
contract,” a spokesperson for the guild said.
“The Met cannot solve its difficult problems by
turning its back on the artists who have built it
over generations.”

‘Artistically vital’ 
The Met for several years has operated on fi-

nancially shaky ground, grappling with a dwin-
dling audience that it has struggled to skew
younger, as well as necessary but pricey renova-
tions to its facilities. A multi-year capital project
to repair crumbling Italian travertine on its exte-
rior, for example, so far has cost at least $15 mil-
lion, Gelb said. And though the weeks of canceled
performances and furlough of employees saved
the Met tens of millions of dollars in the last fiscal
year, operating costs remain, Gelb said, including
pension liabilities, warehouse costs for costumes
and sets, and salaries for administrative staff con-
tinuing to work. The Met’s manager did note that
there’s been an “outpouring” of financial support
since the pandemic began-about 30,000 new
donors since March, he said-fueled by virtual
events including an online gala and pay-per-view
recitals. When live shows return, precautionary
changes will included earlier curtain times and re-
ducing the run times of some operas. — AFP

Met Opera 
cancels entire
2020-21 season
over coronavirus

The cash envelope that accompanies each
Nobel prize will be increased this year from
nine to 10 million kronor ($1.1 million), the

Nobel Foundation said yesterday. ìThe work done
in recent years to strengthen the Nobel Foundationís
financial standing has made it possible to increase
the prize sum,î the foundation said in a statement.
This yearís prizes in the fields of medicine, physics,
chemistry, literature, peace and economics will be
announced during the week of October 5. The prize
sum was reduced from 10 to eight million Swedish
kronor in 2011, when the foundation launched a pro-
gram to improve its finances.

Since the beginning of 2012, its investment cap-
ital has risen from just under three billion kronor to
4.6 billion, while the return has been close to nine
percent per year thanks to a generally good market
performance and good results from the founda-
tionís own asset management, it said. Prize creator
Alfred Nobel, an inventor and scholar who made a
vast fortune from his invention of dynamite in 1866,
decreed in his 1895 will that the bulk of his estate-

about 31.5 million Swedish kronor, equivalent today
to about 2.2 billion kronor ($222 million, 203 million
euros) — be invested to fund the prizes. — AFP

Nobel prize cash raised to $1.1 million

Bollywood superstar Deepika Padukone has been summoned
for questioning as part of an escalating drugs probe into the
suicide of actor Sushant Singh Rajput, Indian police said late

Wednesday. The investigation has already seen actress Rhea
Chakraborty arrested for allegedly buying drugs for her former
boyfriend Rajput, who was found dead in June in his Mumbai apart-
ment-with police saying he took his own life.  A star with many hit
movies to his name, the 34-year-old’s suicide initially triggered a de-
bate over mental health in the multi-billion-dollar industry. But his
family disputed reports that he suffered from depression and ac-
cused Chakraborty, 28, of stealing his money and harassing him. She
has strongly denied the allegations.

Rajput’s death has sparked a media storm in India, where calls
have mounted for a wider probe into Bollywood’s so-called “drugs
mafia”, with television channels speculating that Chakraborty sup-
posedly drove Rajput to suicide by purchasing cannabis for him.
India’s top anti-crime agency, the Central Bureau of Investigation,
has been probing his death since last month. The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) was looking into his consumption of cannabis. Earlier
this week, TV channel TimesNow broadcast sections of a WhatsApp
conversation about procuring hash, alleging that the two people
chatting were Padukone and her manager. — AFP. 

Bollywood superstar Padukone summoned
by police in drugs probe

In this file photo a visitor stands in front of a bust
of the Nobel Prize founder, Alfred Nobel prior to the
Nobel awards ceremony at the Concert Hall in
Stockholm, Sweden. —AFP 

Deepika Padukone

In this file photo a view of the Metropolitan Opera at
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts is seen on Oc-
tober 5, 2018 in New York City. —AFP 
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The International artist Fabrizio Paladin.

The International artist Fabrizio Paladin
concluded “Commedia dell’Arte” that
was held by LAPA within Theater

Retreat 2 program. The workshop lasted for
nine days and it included an overview on the
study of stage movement, both through
analysis and exercises, and through the use
of the mask, fixed characters and improvisa-
tions which helped to develop their skills to
achieve the best results.

About the workshop, Paladin said that he
was very happy with the experience and the
participants’ level has exceeded his expec-
tations. He added : “ the participants
learned  the “quality of silence” during the
physical exercises, the accuracy and com-
mitment shown, from the construction of
“homemade” masks , the constant enthusi-
asm even when the work proved to be more
complex made me say a sentence that you
are not always lucky enough to be able to
pronounce: “You are very good, I am really
proud of you, and proud of me too, I must
be a fantastic teacher!” After this sentence
we all laughed and applauded, all of us. He
said that the workshop was not intended as
a style or genre, but as a method of theatri-
cal creation and training for the actor, mak-
ing him fall into the same conditions as the
first professional actors of the Renaissance
and therefore to the fundamental techniques
of theatrical communication, the mask as
tool then. All these fundamental elements,
have been magnificently received by all and
helped them to create an integrated theatri-
cal work.

Organizing by LAPA
About the perfect organizing by LAPA

Fabrizio said: “The organization has been per-
fect since the first contacts with Lapa. During
the course my organizational contact person,
as well as an active participant in the course,
was Farah. Much of the merit of the work-
shop’s success is also thanks to its availability,
promptness and attention to my every request
and it was also very nice to receive visits from
the other members of the organization. I
believe that in a historical period of difficulty
such as the corona pandemic we are going
through, the elegance, respect, passion and
fairness shown by all of us involved in this

wonderful journey are a proof of how theater
brings people together, even if distant, even if
with the stormy sea”. The Italian artist conclud-
ed his talk about the workshop, saying that
there were two fundamental qualities that led
to the success of this workshop: passion and
courage. He added: “I hope this Workshop
represents only the first step on a longer path
that we could undertake together”.

Challenges of the online learning
The Artist Esam Al-Kazemi, one of the

prominent participants in most of the Theater
Retreat workshops said about the Workshop:
The Commedia dell’Arte workshop was one of
the most interesting workshops. During the
workshop we learned about one of the theatri-
cal comedy genres that depends on the phys-
ical expression of the actor. The instructor
gave us a historical brief about this theater
and its main characters. Then we practiced
the main characters:   the servant (Azani), the
merchant (Pantaloni), the doctor (il dottore),
the captain (il capitano) and the lover. We
trained on characters according to the basic
elements of the body: shape, rhythm, speed
and strength. Al-Kazemi said that the most
important thing in the workshop was the
instructor’s keenness for the participants to
perform the exercises in the best way and his
interaction with our questions. He added:
“LAPA is proving again that practicing Theater
can be done online and the corona pandemic
couldn’t be hindrance for theater lovers”.

Farah AL-Hajali, one of the participants
said about the workshop: “we spent 9 unique

days in the workshop under the supervision of
the highly experienced Italian artist Fabrizio
Paladin. During the nine days of the workshop,
we never stopped discovering new things.
Despite the challenges we faced in online
learning, the distinguished instructor was able
to overcome them and find alternatives”. She
added: “During the workshop we learned and
laughed a lot and we enjoyed everything we
learnt and exercised”.  She said that the
coach’s performance most distinctive was his
ability to use the full time creatively and He
was also able to identify their weaknesses and
helped them overcome it. She concluded by
saying: “it was a wonderful experience that I
wish I could repeat”.

Abd-AL Malik Al-Shizawy, a participant
from Oman said: “the workshop was interest-
ing and very informative. Through the work-
shop we were able to learn about an uncom-
mon form of comedy. The instructor had a
very distinct style of teaching. And honestly, I
wished that the workshop was on the ground
in order to get the greatest possible benefit
from it. Thanks to LAPA and to the instructor
for this amazing opportunity”.

Hamid Al-Bloushy, the Kuwaiti actor said
that he enjoyed the workshop very much.
He added: “The “Commedia dell’Arte” was
one of the most important workshops I’ve
attend. Because I love comedy and
because of the very Distinguished and pro-
fessional instructor”.

Photo shows
the workshop

via zoom

The International artist Fabrizio Paladin.
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In this file photo French chefs Paul Bocuse (center right) and Pierre Troisgros (center left) pose at
Pavillon Ledoyen in Paris, with the new promoted French chefs from Guide Rouge 2002. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on July 27, 1983 French chefs from Region Rhone-Alpes (from left to right) Paul
Bocuse, Pierre Troisgros, Jacques Pic, Georges Blanc and Alain Chapel, try to fly on a hot air balloon-
ing, in Alpe d’Huez.

In this file photo taken on January 21, 2003 (from left to right) Paul Bocuse, Marc Veyrat, Pierre Troisgros and Michel
Guerard pose during the tribute awarded to the French Chefs, founders of the “Nouvelle Cuisine” on the occasion of the
First International Gastronomy Summit held in Madrid.

In this file photo taken on April 4, 2006 French chefs Pierre Troisgros (left) and Paul
Bocuse (right) talk in the courtyard in Villefranche-sur-Saone where they attended
the Georges Duboeuf Company trial.

In this file photo taken on
October 22, 2000 French chef
Pierre Troisgros, owner of the
Troisgros restautant in Roanne,
poses at La Sorbonne in Paris.

Pierre Troisgros, the legendary
French chef and head of the
country’s greatest gastronomic

dynasty, died on Wednesday aged
92, his restaurant told AFP. The chef
and his brother Jean helped found
the nouvelle cuisine movement, with
their signature salmon with sorrel
dish copied the world over. Troisgros
is the third great French chef to have
died in two years, with his life-long
friend Paul Bocuse and the world’s
most starred chef, Joel Robuchon,
both passing away in 2018. The
Michelin guide called him “a giant
who was the equal of Bocuse, with
whom he revolutionized cooking.
“His name will continue to shine
bright,” it added.

Troisgros and his son Michel have
held the maximum three Michelin
stars since 1968 — making the
provincial town of Roanne in central
France a place of pilgrimage for gas-

tronomes. The same year the Gault &
Millau guide proclaimed their hotel
restaurant the best in the world, an
honour again bestowed by the Zagat
guide in 2007. “We have a heavy
heart this evening,” tweeted the Paul
Bocuse restaurant near Lyon, found-
ed by Troisgros’ friend, who was
known at the “Pope of French cui-
sine”. Although Pierre Troisgros had
long stepped back from the stove, he
was a jovial presence at the family’s
hotel until they quit their ancestral
restaurant opposite Roanne’s train
station three years ago for the neigh-
boring village of Ouches.

The new restaurant, which has
held onto its three Michelin stars, is
now run by Michel and his son
Cesar. He is the fourth generation of
the Troisgros clan to preside over the
kitchen, which wowed its first cus-
tomers in 1930 when his great grand-
parents took over a hotel on a strate-

gic stopping off point on the National
7 road that led from Paris to the
Mediterranean beaches.

Born to cook 
Pierre Troisgros and his brother

Jean picked up their first cooking les-
sons from their mother Marie while
their father Jean-Baptiste ran the din-
ing room of their Hotel Moderne. With
Jean, he then served his apprentice-
ship in some of the best restaurants
of the era, forming an enduring bond
with Bocuse when they worked
together in Paris as young chefs.
Their father called the brothers back
home in 1953 to take over the busi-
ness, and they won their first Michelin
star two years later.

The trio formed a formidable team,
with Pierre in charge of the cooking
and Jean the sauces, while their
father took care of the service and
the restaurant’s renowned wine cel-

lar, most of which came from the
neighboring Burgundy region. In the
early 1970s, the brothers were at the
vanguard of the movement to lighten
sauces and give vegetables a more
starring position on the plate.  The
trend would later be dubbed “nou-
velle cuisine” (new cooking), with the
Troisgros also among the first French
chefs to travel to Japan and be influ-
enced by the way fish was cooked
there. Troisgros’ cooking was known
for simplicity and creativity, two char-
acteristics that rarely go together in
the highly competitive world of haute
cuisine.  Jean Troisgros died of a
heart attack while playing tennis in
1983. Pierre Troisgros’ two other chil-
dren are also both restaurateurs, son
Claude in Brazil and daughter Anne-
Marie in Bordeaux, southwest
France. — AFP
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Sebastian Khon (left), director
of the Condor Andino founda-

tion, speaks with Efrain Cepeda
(second left), Fernando Males
and Veronica Enriquez (right),

of the Jocotoco foundation,
while looking at Andean

Condors (Vultur gryphus) at the
Chakana private reserve of the

Jocotoco foundation.A male Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) is seen at the Chakana pri-
vate reserve of the Jocotoco foundation.

A female Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) overflies the Chakana
private reserve of the Jocotoco foundation.

A female Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) overflies the Chakana
private reserve of the Jocotoco foundation.

A female Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) flies at the Chakana pri-
vate reserve of the Jocotoco foundation, on the slopes of the
Antisana volcano, 50 km southeast of Quito. — AFP photos

On a rocky outcrop in an Ecuadoran
nature reserve, a pair of prolific
Andean condors are giving conser-
vationists a glimmer of hope that the

species, under threat from poisoning and hunt-
ing, could yet survive and thrive. The massive
Andean condor (Vultur gryphus), which calls
the South American mountain range home, has
a 3.5-meter (11.5-foot) wingspan, making it
one of the largest flying birds. “This couple of
condors is the most impressive and most pro-
lific pair we know of for this species,” says biol-
ogist Sebastian Kohn, director of the Andean
Condors Foundation, which works closely with
Ecuador’s environment ministry. Researchers
have been observing the pair in the Chakana
private nature reserve, set on the slopes of the
Antisana Volcano, for the past seven years.

“Since 2013, when we first started studying
them, they have already had seven chicks,”
said Kohn, whose team observes the birds
with binoculars from a watchtower in the
reserve, 50 kilometers (30 miles) southeast of
Quito. Normally, these long-lived monogamous
birds reproduce slowly, a mating pair usually
only producing a chick every two or three
years. Researchers say the likely reason for
this pair’s high reproduction rate is good
access to food, especially carrion, and the
feeling of security provided by being in the
reserve.

But biologists are still concerned about the
future of the species in Ecuador, and indeed
throughout the mountain range. Kohn says
Ecuador-where 150 individuals were identified
for a 2018 census —  should raise its “critical
alert level” for the species. Globally, there are
some 6,700 condors but numbers are declin-

ing. The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) classifies the
condor as “near threatened” on its watch list.

On another rocky outcrop in the reserve, at
about 4,100 meters above sea level, is the
main perch where about 40 of the birds have
been spotted. Kohn said that over the last two
years, “we have lost 15 to 20 individuals, main-

ly due to poisoning” linked to the consumption
of contaminated carrion meant for livestock
predators, in addition to hunting.  In
September, one of the birds, which
researchers had named Iguinaro, was found
dead. It had been released into the Chakana
reserve only in May after being treated for gun-
shot wounds. — AFP 

A male Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) overflies the
Chakana private reserve of the Jocotoco foundation.
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He is one of the 20th century’s
most famous artists, but not
many people know that Man Ray

got his start as a fashion photographer.
A new exhibition in Paris sets out to
uncover the fashion world roots of the
American surrealist, who first made his
name taking flattering portraits of the
rich and famous.  Like many young

artists Emmanuel Radnitzky, as Man
Ray was then known, had trouble mak-
ing ends meet when he arrived in Paris
in 1920 to plunge himself into the
Dadaist movement. But the new show
“Man Ray and Fashion” at the
Luxembourg museum in the French

capital sets out how his time as chroni-
cler of the style stars of the Roaring
Twenties shaped his art.

Encouraged by the couturier Paul
Poiret-the Karl Lagerfeld of his time-the
artist began to work for magazines like
Vogue, Femina and Vanity Fair. Fashion
historian Catherine Ormen, who curated
the show, said magazines at the time

never used photos of clothes for fear
that designs would be copied.  Instead
they printed sketches while Man Ray
photographed stylish celebrities for
them. But the artist was not content with
producing glossy images of Parisian
socialites.

Glamour and tears 
“With Man Ray you start with nothing

and end with photographs that are
almost abstract and works of art,” she
told AFP. Indeed one of his master-
pieces, “Glass Tears” (1932), came from
an advertising campaign for water
resistant mascara. He transformed the
rather banal image using his trademark
photomontage techniques which he lat-
er christened “rayographs”. The iconic
image also spoke of Man Ray’s own
anger and hurt after his split with the
photographer and model, Lee Miller.
The following year he became a perma-
nent fixture in the US fashion magazine
Harper’s Bazaar, where the precursor of
the Photoshop generation brought his
abstract and surrealist experiments to a
still wider public.

Among the other well-known images
in the show is his famous portrait of the
designer Coco Chanel in profile, her
hands in her pockets and a cigarette in
her mouth. It also shines a light on the
style revolution of the 1920s, when
women’s fashion threw off Victorian
restrains to embrace freedom of move-
ment, only to slip back to more formal
attire in the 1930s, when fashionistas
would change their clothes, hairstyles
and even nail colors up to three times
a day. The show, which runs until
January 17, is the first time the
Luxembourg museum-which is better
known for Old Masters shows-has
tackled fashion.— AFP

These photos show people visit the exhibition ‘Man Ray and fashion’ at the Musee du Luxembourg in Paris, on Wednesday. — AFP photos
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Retail investors dive into stock market party
Ultra-low interest rates offer fewer attractive investment options
PARIS: Long-term investors may still be
licking their wounds as stocks recover from
the vertiginous coronavirus slump earlier
this year, but it provided an incredible buy-
ing opportunity and retail investors have
piled into rebounding markets even as ex-
perts warn against believing it is a sure bet.

The number of people pumping a few
thousand dollars into stocks has leapt
since March in many countries across the
world, especially since ultra-low interest
rates mean that those who have saved
some money have fewer attractive invest-
ment options.

In India, “we have seen a sharp 50-
percent jump in first-time users investing
in the markets since March,” financial
consultant Aditya Joshi said. “Many
housewives with no prior experience too
have started trading,” he noted. The
country’s economy has suffered a record
slump meanwhile, with gross domestic
product (GDP) plunging by almost 24
percent from one quarter to the next. The
Reserve Bank of India has taken note,
and warned that the “disconnect between
the two (realities) carries risks. “Rela-
tively buoyant global financial markets
demonstrate not just a disconnect with
underlying economic fundamentals, but
also portend financial stability risks, par-
ticularly for Emerging Market
Economies,” the bank noted in a report
released last month.

Bursa Malaysia warned retail investors in
August against chasing rumors and listening
to unlicensed “investment celebrities” on
social media. It reiterated traditional advice:
study the fundamentals of a company be-
fore investing.  In France, the financial mar-
kets watchdog AMF has recorded 700,000
new retail investors since November. Online
bank Boursorama told AFP that the number
of people using its market trading platform
had tripled, and the number of orders was
four times higher.

New clients invest an average of 5,000
euros ($5,900), all of which resulted in
2020 being a “remarkable” year for the

company. Paris digital strategy consultant
Alexandre, 25, is one such investor, and he
checks his stocks twice a day.

Since March, the value of his 6,000-euro
portfolio has gained about 15 percent, far
more than he could make with a traditional
savings account or government bonds.

“I am looking at exceptional numbers, I
know that,” he said. While declining to pro-
vide his last name, Alexandre was willing to
reveal that he was betting on aircraft man-
ufacturer Airbus, as well as Worldline and
Ingenico, two firms involved with online
payments.  Alexandre said he is aware that
“everything could collapse from one day to
the next.”

Red all over 
When the coronavirus pandemic really

got rolling in March and governments
locked down business activity world-
wide, stock markets were awash in red.
But Google searches for stock market in-
vestment leapt in many countries as peo-
ple who were stuck at home saw an
opportunity to buy stocks that had
plunged in value. According to the
Bloomberg news agency, retail investors
now account for more than 20 percent of
all trades in New York, compared with 15
percent in 2019. Gabriel Contassot, a
French designer who works there began
investing on March 17, a day after the
Dow Jones Industrials Average suffered
its biggest drop in 33 years.

“I considered this period a bit like the
sales” he joked in reference to regulated
times of the year when French stores are al-
lowed to sell at a discount. His $18,000-
portfolio is comprised of pandemic
“winners” such as Alibaba, Amazon, Tesla
and Zoom and on paper he has made
around $6,000.

Like many new retail investors in the
United States, Contassot uses his mobile
phone to buy and sell stocks via an app. In
his case it is Robinhood, which charges no
commission and is user friendly. In India, the
popular apps are Zerodha or Paytm Money

and they too have put many at a virtual
trader’s desk. The picture is similar in other
parts of Asia too. 

Companies listed in Singapore have been
boosted by an influx of 9.6 billion Singa-
pore dollars ($7.0 billion) from retail in-
vestors between January 1 and September
22, the local stock exchange said. South
Korea’s main market reports a net increase
of $37.7 billion in purchases, compared
with a net increase of $6.4 billion in sales
one year earlier. And in Japan, the number
of retail trading accounts soared by 72
percent in late March compared with the
same month in 2019, the Financial Serv-

ices Agency said. But it does not always
end well. “I had no notion of how to
trade,” acknowledged Ayman Dassouli, a
student in France who saw 3,000 euros go
up in smoke on the eToro platform be-
tween June and August. Many however
have experienced the thrill of seeing the
numbers climb steadily higher with only
rare moments of doubt. And they hope the
dance will go on.

“Honestly, I see lots of opportunity in
this deadly coronavirus pandemic,” said
Dennis Chong, a 47-year-old Malaysian
retail investor who concluded: “It is
party time.” — AFP

LONDON: Shoppers queue for self-checkout tills with baskets full of toilet paper at Lidl su-
permarket in Walthamstow, east London. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump’s war
on Chinese technology firms has changed the
ground rules for global business, underscoring a
new political reality that could have negative
repercussions for American firms. The White
House moves against the popular Chinese-
owned apps TikTok and WeChat and the tough
sanctions on tech giant Huawei highlight the
struggle for technology supremacy between the
two economic giants, under the guise of national
security.

The economic relationship has been roiled by
an unprecedented campaign by Trump that has
included tariffs, threats of bans and economic
sanctions on Chinese tech firms.

“At the heart of it is a struggle to dominate
emerging technologies,” said Doug Barry of the
US-China Business Council. “The country that
succeeds will realize huge economic and geopo-
litical benefits.”

But many analysts argue that Trump’s actions
could backfire on the US tech sector and other
American businesses by encouraging China and
other countries to respond in kind. Trump’s
moves on TikTok and other Chinese firms “are
eroding confidence in US leadership,” said Dar-
rell West, who heads the Brookings Institution’s
Center for Technology Innovation. “There was
little process associated with his (TikTok) exec-
utive order and the company’s forced sale to
American investors sets a bad precedent for
other countries. It likely will embolden them to
retaliate against US companies and demand

payments for the ability to operate within their
own borders.”

Moving toward cronyism 
More ominously, Trump appears to  be mov-

ing toward “crony capitalism” by brokering
deals that benefit his friends and allies such as
Oracle, whose founder Larry Ellison is major
fundraiser for the president. The Wall Street
Journal, despite its support for the president on
other issues, posted a scathing editorial this
month of the proposed deal to transfer control
of TikTok from its Chinese parent to Oracle and
Walmart.

“Maybe the deal will protect national secu-
rity as the Trump administration claims, but it
reeks of corporate cronyism that will damage
the US government’s credibility and reputation
for free-market rules,” the business daily said.
Benedict Evans, a venture investor who blogs on
the tech industry, said the complex TikTok deal
being promoted by the Trump administration has
pushed national security into the background,
making the whole saga a “farce.”

“Setting aside the chaos-what does this
solve?” he wrote. “This is a shakedown, but it’s
also a climbdown. (Russian President Vladimir)
Putin does this in Russia all the time, but man-
ages it much better.”

The new ground rules have sparked con-
cerns among business leaders forced to adapt to
a new political landscape. “Once you start toss-
ing this grenade about protectionism and once

you start turning these things into political ques-
tions (the change) prevents natural commerce,”
Barry Diller, chairman of the tech holding firm
IAC, told CNBC television.

Edward Alden, a senior fellow at the Council
on Foreign Relations, said the drama could harm

US interests by discouraging foreign investment.
“The deal for TikTok was done among friends of
the president, and with none of usual trans-
parency and regulatory consistency that histor-
ically characterized the US treatment of foreign
investors,” Alden said. — AFP

Trump tech battle with China 
changes game for US business

White House sanctions highlight struggle for technology supremacy 

Iraq oil minister 
expects deal to 
up oil exports
CAIRO: Iraqi Oil Minister Ihsan Abdul Jabbar
expects to reach an agreement soon with the
OPEC+ group over increasing Iraq’s crude oil
exports, state news agency INA cited him as
saying yesterday.

OPEC’s second-biggest producer, Iraq has
failed in the past to fully comply with OPEC+
oil output reductions, pumping above its pro-
duction targets since the pact was first signed
in 2016 between OPEC and its allies led by
Russia. The reduction in exports resulting
from the OPEC+ cuts have squeezed Iraq’s fi-
nances, challenging a government struggling
to tackle the fallout from years of war and
rampant corruption. Iraq relies on oil to fund
97 percent of its state budget.

INA quoted Abdul Jabbar as telling state-
owned daily newspaper Al-Sabah that an
agreement with OPEC+ was imminent over

increasing Iraq’s exports. It did not give fur-
ther details.

The OPEC+ cuts would last until the end
of 2021, Abdul Jabbar was quoted as saying.
“Abdul Jabbar told Al-Sabah the rising prices
of crude and the impact of the coronavirus
pandemic on the world will cast a shadow
over the organization’s future decisions,” INA
said.

“He added that negotiations are ongoing,
and there is a dialogue with everyone over
making decisions that contribute to a recov-
ery in global oil prices.” Iraq’s economy and
oil sector were battered by years of wars,
sanctions and a stubborn Islamist insurgency
triggered by the US invasion. Baghdad has
complained it struggled to revive its stagnat-
ing oil industry, at a time where other OPEC
members benefited and boosted their market
share. Iraq’s total exports averaged 2.6 million
barrels per day (bpd) in August, down from
2.763 bpd in July.

OPEC+ has been reducing production
since January 2017 to help to support prices
and reduce global oil stockpiles. It increased
the cuts to a record 9.7 million bpd from May
to July after demand plunged due to the coro-
navirus crisis. — Reuters

Global sell-off drives 
European stocks to 
near 3-month lows
LONDON: A sell-off in global risk assets drove
European equities to near three-month lows
yesterday, as the absence of fresh stimulus for
the US economy and a second wave of coron-
avirus cases raised fears of a slowing global re-
covery. The pan-European STOXX 600 index
fell 0.8 percent, recovering slightly after hitting
its lowest level since June 26, while bourses in
Frankfurt, London and Paris were down between
0.3 percent and 0.6 percent.

Wall Street indexes suffered sharp losses
overnight, led by technology stocks after US
Federal Reserve officials called for more govern-
ment aid from the Congress, while reinforcing
their stance of loose monetary policy.

European tech names were down 1.4 percent,
while growth-sensitive sectors such as travel and
oil & gas fell about 1.3 percent. “There’s a lot of
profit taking happening in the tech names. It’s
not being helped by the prospect of US elec-
tions, Brexit and increasing infection rates on top

of that,” said Will James, deputy head of Euro-
pean equities at Aberdeen Standard Investments
in London. France become the latest European
country to reimpose curbs with the government
unveiling a map of coronavirus “danger zones”
and giving the hardest-hit local authorities days
to tighten restrictions or risk having a state-of-
health emergency declared there. British cinema
operator Cineworld slumped 13.7 percent as it
swung to a loss and said it may have to raise
more money if pushed to shut its theatres again
due to government curbs on social gathering.

However, losses in German markets eased
after an economist at the Ifo economic institute
said the German industry is recovering and its
export expectations have improved significantly.
Online payments company Adyen fell 1.4 percent
after it said co-founder Arnout Schuijff would
step down from its management board as of Jan
1. French utility Suez SA fell 4 percent after rival
Veolia’s CEO said the company will not rule out
increasing the price it has offered for a stake
owned by Engie.

Suez sees Veolia’s bid plan as hostile and is
working on finding a consortium of investors to
put together a rival bid for Engie’s stake. How-
ever, the utilities and real estate indexes, among
the so-called defensive sectors which tend to
find favor during economic uncertainty, rose
slightly. — Reuters

BEIJING: The headquarters of Tencent, the parent company of Chinese social media
company WeChat, in Beijing. US officials ordered a ban on downloads of the popular
Chinese-owned mobile applications WeChat and TikTok, saying they threaten national
security. — AFP
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BEIRUT: Standing in the gutted ruins of her bar 
destroyed by Beirut’s massive port blast, 
Lebanese entrepreneur Gizelle Hassoun said she 
hopes crowdfunding can help save her business 
from the rubble. “This place was my life,” the 
46-year-old said, standing on top of piles of 
broken shutters and plaster, on what was once 
the dance floor. 

“Then just like that-bam! — there was noth-
ing left,” she said, a blown-out wall behind her 
providing a view of the tall cranes at the capital’s 
port. Nestled on the first floor of a blue villa in 
Beirut’s lively Gemmayzeh district, Madame Om 
was once a popular nightspot famed for its 
weekend parties and drag shows. 

But today the walls of the rented venue are 
cracked, part of its floor has caved in, and its 
balcony has been blown off. The bar will have to 
move. “We’re fundraising,” Hassoun said, under 
surviving snapshots of Egyptian diva Umm 
Kulthum. “So perhaps we can go back to doing 
something, get back on our feet, re-employ the 
little staff we had.” 

So far $5,000 of an $85,000 objective has 
been raised. On August 4, a huge stockpile of 
ammonium nitrate exploded on the dockside, 
killing more than 190 people, wounding thou-
sands, and ravaging large parts of the city. 

 
‘Cannot wait’  

Beirut’s nightlife districts of Gemmayzeh and 
Mar Mikhael, known for their bars, restaurants 
and art galleries, were some of the hardest hit 
neighborhoods. The army last week said it had 
surveyed 19,115 businesses and 962 restaurants 
damaged by  the explosion. 

For many, the blast was a knockout punch 
after months of financial struggle to survive 
Lebanon’s worst economic crisis in decades and 

a coronavirus lockdown. With little hope of 
compensation or loans from struggling 
Lebanese banks, savvy business owners are 
crowdfunding online to tap into donations from 
abroad. Hany Bourghol, 37, co-founder of the 
Cortado cafe, was able to take out a loan from a 
United Arab Emirates bank to fix his coffee shop 
and pay salaries. He hopes crowdfunding will 
help him pay the loan back. “We cannot wait for 
the army or the government,” Bourghol said. 
“We need to resume work.” 

The online campaign has collected a quarter 
of the $20,000 requested. A Romanian barista 
who helped Bourghol set up the cafe rallied cof-
fee houses in Romania to send donations too, 
while an aid organisation has provided free 
building materials. 

“We have had a lot of solidarity,” Bourghol 
said. The campaigns have attracted attention. 
Days after the blast, actor Russell Crowe 
pitched in $5,000 to support the Le Chef 
restaurant on behalf of late celebrity chef An-
thony Bourdain, who loved its traditional dishes. 
“I thought that he would have probably done so 
if he was still around,” Crowe said of the 
celebrity chef, who died in 2018. “Hope things 
can be put back together soon.” 

 
Determined  

But it is not just bars and cafes. After the 
climbing wall at the Flyp centre where she 
trained collapsed in the blast, Laura Karam, 24, 
took to social media. 

“We were forced to resort to crowdfunding 
and ask the climbing community outside 
Lebanon to help us out,” she said. Karam took 
pictures of volunteers in a crane unscrewing 
colourful climbing grips from the damaged 15-
metre (50 foot) high wall to reuse on a new one. 

Beirut businesses crowdfund to  
rebuild after devastating blast

Army says 19,115 businesses and 962 restaurants damaged by the explosion

Australia to overhaul 
bankruptcy laws to  
help companies 

 
 

SYDNEY: Australia yesterday unveiled its 
biggest shakeup in bankruptcy laws in 
nearly three decades, allowing small busi-
nesses to trade while insolvent and take 
more control over debt restructuring, in a 
bid to help firms through the coronavirus 
crisis. The new rules will help manage an ex-
pected avalanche of insolvencies when wage 
subsidies introduced to help companies sur-
vive the virus-triggered recession start to 
wind down early next year. 

Under the proposed rule changes, busi-
nesses with liabilities of less than A$1 million 
($708,000) will be able to keep operating for 
20 business days while they come up with a 
debt restructuring plan, rather than be placed 
in the hands of administrators. 

The changes, effective from Jan. 1, 2021, 
aim to move the system “from a rigid, one-
size-fits-all creditor in possession model to a 

more flexible debtor in possession model,” 
Federal Treasurer Josh Frydenberg said in a 
statement. The government would adopt some 
rules from the US-style Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy process, he said, which gives struggling 
companies a window to restructure debt while 
being protected from the threat of legal action 
by creditors. 

“It is welcome news that there will be a 
quick and cheap process for small business to 
either rehabilitate or be wound up,” said 
Maria O’Brien, the Australian head of lawyer 
Baker McKenzie’s restructuring and insol-
vency practice. However, unlike the Chapter 11 
process, Australia’s new restructuring process 
will not be court-supervised, and she warned 
that the reforms, whose details have not been 
released, needed to ensure adequate over-
sight to avoid abuses. 

Australia has largely escaped the high 
number of deaths from the coronavirus pan-
demic recorded in other developed nations, 
helped by strict lockdowns, but the curbs have 
taken a steep toll on the economy. To lessen 
the impact, the government rolled out stimulus 
packages worth about A$314 billion, including 
wages subsidies, but it expects a wave of in-
solvencies when they expire. — Reuters 

“I think rebuilding this place is essential, 
just like everything else in Beirut,” she said. 
“Beirut wouldn’t survive if it weren’t for the 
businesses and everyone coming together.” 
The campaign to rebuild the climbing wall 
has raked in more than $16,000 of a 
$30,000 goal. Diala Sammakieh, 46, co-
owner of the Flyp centre, said the climbing 
wall crowdfunder was such a success that 
she set up a separate campaign for its park-
our and trampoline park. There is still far to 
go, with just $1,000 out of $50,000 
pledged.  

But she hopes part of the money will go 
towards covering employee salaries for 
three months.  

Since the explosion, it has emerged the 
authorities knew the huge quantity of am-
monium nitrate was stored at the port, but 
took no action to move it. Sammakieh, who 
also lost her home in the blast, is determined 
to rebuild her life. “We don’t believe the 
government will do anything for us,” even 
though “they’re the ones who blew us up,” 
she said. “Although they want to kick us out 
of our country, we don’t want to go.” — AFP 
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China’s slow consumption recovery 
upset by low-income households

Most households report wealth decline in Q1, Q2

Norway CB holds 
rates at zero, hike 
still 2 years away
OSLO: Norway’s central bank kept its key policy interest rate
on hold at a record low zero percent yesterday, as expected,
and said any hike was still likely to be around two years away.

Norges Bank has slashed rates three times since March,
cutting the cost of borrowing from 1.5 percent to cushion the
economy from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Economists polled by Reuters had unanimously predicted
rates would remain on hold yesterday. “The sharp economic
downturn and considerable uncertainty surrounding the out-
look suggest keeping the policy rate on hold until there are
clear signs that economic conditions are normalizing,” Gov-
ernor Oeystein Olsen said in a statement.

“The policy rate forecast is little changed since June ... and
implies a rate at the current level over the next couple of years,
followed by a gradual rise as activity approaches a more nor-
mal level,” Norges Bank added. Norway’s crown currency
weakened to 11.14 against the euro at 0809 GMT from 11.08
just before the 0800 GMT announcement. — Reuters

BEIJING: Months after China brought its coro-
navirus epidemic under control, its consumers
are slowly opening their wallets again - but the
hard days of lockdowns still weigh on many
shell-shocked lower-income households, who
prefer to hold on to their cash.

While China’s recovery from a record first
quarter contraction is well ahead of most other
countries, it has been uneven. Lingering weak-
ness in consumption could complicate President
Xi Jinping’s push to curb the country’s depend-
ence on volatile overseas markets. Factories re-
bounded relatively quickly from paralyzing
lockdowns, but consumer confidence has picked
up only gradually in the world’s second-largest
economy. It took until August before retail sales
finally returned to growth, rising 0.5 percent on-
year. Sales for the first eight months were 8.6
percent lower than the same period last year.

But while spending on luxury goods like
Prada bags quickly shook off the virus shock,
consumption of daily necessities and services is
recovering more slowly. Extra caution from
lower-income households is a key reason why,
say analysts. “We live on savings but it’s difficult,
we tried to buy only the necessities,” said Zhou
Ran, a self-employed decorator in central
Henan’s Xinxiang city who couldn’t work for four
months earlier this year amid lockdowns.

Sales of clothing and shoes remain down 15
percent over the first eight months, while fuel
and other petroleum product sales are down 17.3
percent. Incomes from food and beverage sales
fell over 26 percent in this period.

Shocked spenders 
Analysts will be closely watching data and

company sales reports from China’s “Golden
Week” holidays on Oct. 1-8 to gauge how
quickly consumers’ mood is improving. Though
Zhou returned to work in May, business was
hard to find. “Many people prefer to keep cash
for now so they delay renovations,” he said.

“It is difficult for everyone this year,” said
Zhou, whose wife takes care of their three chil-
dren and doesn’t have an income. A quarterly re-
port issued jointly by the research arm of
Alibaba-backed Ant Group and Southwestern
University of Finance and Economics showed
the vulnerability of low income families to the
epidemic.

Most households with annual incomes below
100,000 yuan ($14,800) reported their wealth
declined in the first and second quarters. Those
with incomes above 300,000 yuan reported
consistent gains. “Higher-income households
have probably built up savings, because of the
forced reduction in consumption during lock-
down, and could now be ready for a spending
spree,” said Wei He, an analyst at research firm
Gavekal Dragonomics, in a note. “It is lower-in-
come households that face a longer slog of nor-
malizing their finances,” he said.

JD.com data shows that consumption growth
in lower-tier cities and low-income groups was
weaker than in major cities and high-income
groups in June, reversing the usual trend, ac-
cording to Shen Jianguang, chief economist at
JD Digits, the Chinese e-commerce giant’s fin-
tech arm. This is likely because the small and

medium-sized enterprises which employ many
lower-income people were affected more by the
epidemic, Shen said in an article published Au-
gust. The impact on consumption could be con-
siderable. Some 600 million Chinese people earn
a monthly income of barely 1,000 yuan, accord-
ing to Premier Li Keqiang, speaking in May. That
would be over 40 percent of the country’s pop-
ulation. Beijing has issued a slew of policies to
stabilize jobs and support spending over the last
months. Local authorities and companies have,
for instance, handed out billions of yuan in shop-
ping vouchers. To be sure, China’s recovery, as

imbalanced as it is, is still a bright spot in global
consumption as other major economies battle a
second wave of infections and in some cases im-
pose fresh curbs on activity. Many in China’s
vast export-oriented sector have turned to the
domestic market as foreign orders dry up, with
enthusiastic government support. An app from
Alibaba Holding Group Ltd which helps manu-
facturing suppliers sell directly to domestic con-
sumers has seen 1.2 million companies sign up
since its launch in March. Nearly half were ex-
port-focused previously, according to an Al-
ibaba spokesperson. — Reuters

Gulf Bank appoints 
Al-Qattan as GM of 
Consumer Banking
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced the appointment of
Mohammed Al-Qattan as General Manager of Consumer
Banking, starting from October 1,2020. Al-Qattan’s respon-
sibilities will include the development and implementation
of Consumer Banking strategies and policies and achieving
the unit’s various financial objectives. 

As part of his new role, Al-Qattan will be responsible for
enhancing Gulf Bank’s marketing, sales and distribution
channels, as well as overseeing several customer-related
departments, including the teams in charge of developing
campaigns and launching new products and services for
customers. 

Among Al-Qattan’s responsibilities is consumer credit
management in compliance with risk management policies
and regulatory requirements adhered to by Gulf Bank and
the Central Bank of Kuwait. 

He will also be in charge of Gulf Bank’s various card
products, in addition to the development and execution of

a robust consumer collec-
tions strategy for the Bank.

Al-Qattan, who previously
held the position of Deputy
General Manager of Con-
sumer Banking at Gulf Bank,
has extensive practical expe-
rience in both business and
service development over a
variety of sectors, in addition
to experience in the adminis-
trative field.

Al-Qattan is also currently
an active member of multiple
boards of directors in Kuwait.
He is a board member and
head of the Risk and Audit

Committee of the Public Institute for Social Security
(PIFSS) in Kuwait, and holds the same position at local
credit bureau, the Credit Information Network Company
(Ci-Net). He is also a member of the Audit & Risk Commit-
tee at the First Securities Brokerage Company.

Mohammed Al-Qattan holds a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from the Maastricht School of Manage-
ment in Kuwait, and a bachelor’s degree in Statistics, with
a minor in Accounting, from Kuwait University. 

BEIJING: People commute on shared bicycles along a street during the evening rush hour
in Beijing. — AFP

Mohammed Al-Qattan



Usman, happy to pave 
way for emerging 
martial artists
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Kamaru Usman last
year became the first African-born mixed martial
artist to win a world title with the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) and he has since witnessed
a generation of fighters from the continent rise in
his wake. The 33-year-old Nigerian, a welter-
weight champion, believes this is only just the be-
ginning for African fighters already signed by the
Las Vegas-based UFC - the sport’s leading global
promotion - and for the next wave of African
fighters who will follow them.

“There’s just so much talent coming out of
Africa,” Usman told AFP in a virtual interview. “I
know there are kids now who see me and I look
like them. They know I’ve seen their paths, I’ve
walked that journey. It’s powerful.”

The Florida-based Usman (17-1) claimed the
UFC’s welterweight belt with a unanimous deci-
sion over American Tyron Woodley (19-6-1) in
March 2019 - and he has since defended it twice,
with a TKO victory over American Colby Coving-
ton (16-2) last December and an unanimous points
decision over compatriot Jorge Masvidal (35-14)
in July this year.

In October 2019, fellow Nigerian-born New
Zealander Israel Adesanya (19-0) claimed the or-
ganisation’s middleweight belt with a knockout of
Australia’s Robert Whittaker (21-5), and he steps
out again on September 26 to defend it against
Brazilian powerhouse Paulo Costa (13-0) in what
many around the sport are predicting will be a
fight of the year contender.

“There’s just something about us, and where
we’re from, that connects us,” Usman told AFP,
speaking from Las Vegas.

In the UFC heavyweights, the number one-
ranked contender is the Cameroonian-born,
France-based Francis Ngannou (15-3), destined
to soon face off against American title-holder

Stipe Miocic (20-3), while the likes of Nigerian-
American lightweight Sodiq Yusuff (11-1) and
Texas-based Ghanaian welterweight Abdul Razak
Alhassan (10-2) are considered serious threats in
their respective divisions.

UNEXPLAINABLE CAMARADERIE 
“When I see these guys there a sense of ca-

maraderie that you can’t explain,” said Usman.
“You know deep down inside they have felt what
you have felt and been through what you have
been through.” It’s been a remarkable 16 months
for Usman. He won the welterweight title - and de-
fended it twice - and in February was reunited
with his father Muhammed Nasiru Usman, who
had in 2010 been convicted on a series of health
care fraud charges and had served close to 10
years of a 15-year sentence.

“I dealt with it but it was tough,” said Usman.
“As an African boy there’s a need to excel for your
parents. I was like that. It happen when I was be-
coming nationally recognised. I was looking for
that approval (from him) and I didn’t have my dad
to rely on anymore. It bothered me for years but
we were always close and it stayed that way. Hav-

ing him here now, the dynamic of our relationship
is tremendous.”

Usman’s father - a former solider — had left
his young family behind in Nigeria in 1989 to forge
a new life for them in the United States. Usman
was two years old at the time and it would take six
years for his father to find the financial security to
be able to reunite his family.

“To leave your kids and come to American to
earn you visa, to give them a better life, it takes
guts,” says Usman. “It takes a hustler, someone
who is motivated. To go through what he has been
through and still be positive and have his spirits
up is inspiration to me every day.”

A standout wrestler in high school in Texas
and then a three-time All-American at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, Usman said he found accept-
ance among his peers as a young athlete.

“All over the world we forget sometimes
that sports bridge the gap between cultures
and between nations,” he said. “That’s what
happened to me. Starting to excel in sport it
started to be that I wasn’t just that little Niger-
ian boy, I was the wrestler who happens to
come from Nigeria.” —AFP
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SOCHI: Lewis Hamilton seeks to equal
Michael Schumacher’s record 91 Formula One
wins at the Russian Grand Prix in Sochi on
Sunday despite fears over a potential coron-
avirus fall-out from allowing 30,000 fans to
attend. 

The six-time world champion is one win
away from what once was believed to be an
untouchable total, but he will be a clear
favourite to succeed on a track where he has
triumphed four times in six years.

He has also reeled off six wins in nine races
this season to open up a 55-point lead ahead
of Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas in the
title race, the Finn and former team-mate 2016
champion Nico Rosberg being the only other
victors since Sochi arrived on the calendar.

Another Mercedes win at the former home

of the 2014 Winter Olympic Games would also
be a record for most successive victories by a
team at a single Grand Prix.

But all involved with the champions are
aware that not only is the event set to be the
first sporting occasion to host a major crowd
in the Covid-19 era, but it will also see the
team shadowed by a Netflix film crew.

The organisers say 30,000 spectators are
expected and that the race is sold out. 

The cameras will be recording content for
the third ‘Drive to Survive’ series - and tip-
toeing around their subjects, hoping to avoid
a repeat of events in Germany last year.

Then, at the German Grand Prix at Hocken-
heim, run in teeming rain, Mercedes celebrated
125 years of motorsport with their worst per-
formance of the season - a flu-struck Hamilton

ending up classified ninth and Bottas crashing
out from fourth. “It made a very entertaining
episode for Netflix,” said Mercedes team chief
Toto Wolff.“ “But this time, we hope we can
have great content - and have a great race.”

Hamilton, lauded this week as one of Time
magazine’s 100 most influential people in the
world this year, has approached the race with
humility.

“I never thought that I would be here, that’s
for sure,” he said after his 90th career triumph
at the Tuscan Grand Prix two weeks ago.  “It
just does not seem real to me.”

His greatest rival this weekend is likely to
be team-mate Bottas, winner on the tight
Sochi track in 2017, his maiden triumph. The
Finn has proved himself to be a force on the
circuit that suits his style and knows he has to

wreck Hamilton’s party to stay in the champi-
onship race.

After two pointless exits with car failures,
Max Verstappen of Red Bull will be seeking a
return to his earlier form. “It’s not easy in
Sochi and the track is not a favourite for us
with a lot of long straights - it’s not easy to
overtake,” he said. While the 30,000 fans at-
tending the Olympic Park circuit enjoy a rare
glimpse of live sport, F1’s top officials are re-
ported to be anxious about the potential
threat from coronavirus.

Russia has exceeded one million cases of
Covid-19 - one of only four nations to do so -
and after nine events run behind closed doors
in strictly-controlled bubbles, this relaxation
of the tight controls has not been welcomed
warmly by all in the paddock.  —AFP

Hamilton eyes Schumacher’s record 
despite Sochi virus worries

ABU DHABI: In this file handout image taken on July 12, 2020 and released by the Ultimate
Fighting Championship (UFC), shows Nigeria’s Kamaru Usman (L) with his hand raised
after winning the welterweight championship fight during the UFC 251 event at UFC Fight
Island in Abu Dhabi’s Yas Island. —AFP

New Zealand 
Rugby fume over 
festive quarantine
WELLINGTON: New Zealand Rugby yesterday refused to rule
out boycotting the end of this year’s Rugby Championship in
Australia after organisers unveiled a schedule that would leave
the All Blacks stranded in quarantine at Christmas.

The row overshadowed plans for a tournament that host
Australia described as a “mini-World Cup” over six weeks, with
double-header matches each weekend featuring the Wallabies,
South Africa, New Zealand and Argentina.

“Six unmissable back-to-back double-headers featuring four
of the very best Test nations in world rugby — all in our back-
yard — this really is a once-in-a-lifetime event,” Rugby Aus-
tralia interim chief executive Rob Clarke said.

Southern hemisphere governing body SANZAAR is staging
the tournament in one country for the first time due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, with the opening round in the Queensland
state capital Brisbane on November 7.

But it was the final round — which has the Wallabies playing
the All Blacks in Sydney on December 12 — that needled NZR.

With the New Zealand government enforcing a strict
two-week coronavirus quarantine on all international ar-
rivals, the schedule means the All Blacks face being isolated
from their families at Christmas even if they fly home straight
after the match.

“We haven’t agreed to this schedule and are disappointed at
the announcement,” NZR chief executive Mark Robinson said.

He said discussions prior to this week focused on the All
Blacks’ matches finishing on December 5, giving ample time for
pre-Christmas quarantine in New Zealand.

Robinson said he understood commercial considerations
were behind the late schedule change, but argued “the wellbeing
of our people is an incredibly important factor in this also”.

Asked if the All Blacks could boycott the final round, Robin-
son replied: “It’s far too early to land on exactly what the solu-
tions or outcomes are at the moment. We’re going to take a few
days to keep working with all the key players.” —AFP
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PARIS: Former champion Simona Halep arrives at
the rescheduled French Open as the player to
beat in a women’s draw missing title holder Ash-
leigh Barty and recent US Open winner Naomi
Osaka, two of the world’s top three.

Serena Williams can never be discounted as
she launches another bid for a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam singles crown, but Roland Gar-
ros is the American’s least successful major de-
spite her wins in 2002, 2013 and 2015.

Garbine Muguruza, who defeated Williams in
the 2016 final, is another contender while fellow
former world number one Victoria Azarenka is
hoping to take the momentum from her run to the
US Open final into the clay swing.

Last year’s runner-up Marketa Vondrousova
will again target a deep run in Paris having redis-
covered some form at last week’s Italian Open,
where she made the semi-finals before losing to
compatriot Karolina Pliskova.

The fourth-ranked Czech retired from the final
with a thigh injury after dropping the first set to
Halep, who extended her winning run to 14
matches after capturing a second consecutive
title coming out of lockdown.

Pliskova, the second seed in Paris, said Halep
was undoubtedly the favourite for a tournament
pushed back from its traditional spring slot for
the first time in its history due to the coronavirus. 

“I think she’s going to be the (top) favourite
from the women’s tournament, because I think
also the way she played, she played already (won)
Prague on clay. She won this tournament.

“So I feel like she’s confident. For sure she’s
going to be dangerous.

“I know the weather is not looking that great
in Paris, so I think the conditions just to like play
aggressive game against her is going to be quite
tough.”

SEVERAL TOP 10 PLAYERS RETURN
Halep, who also won in Dubai before the five-

month tour suspension, spent the break working
hard on her fitness, but said the global health cri-
sis had given her a fresh outlook on tennis. 

“I’m more mature, I think. The pandemic got
me in a place that I really dreamed to be,” she
told WTA Insider. “I am more relaxed because I
could see that the most difficult things are in life
in general, not in sport.”

No woman has successfully defended the
French Open title since Justine Henin won three
times in a row between 2005 and 2007, a trend
set to continue with Barty pulling out over the
coronavirus fears that also prompted her to skip
the US Open.

A sore hamstring has sidelined three-time
Grand Slam champion Osaka, while Bianca An-

dreescu, the 2019 US Open winner, will miss the
tournament as well. The Canadian hasn’t played
since hurting her knee last October at the WTA
Finals.

Despite the notable absentees, the field here
is stronger than the US Open where six of the
world’s top 10 players skipped the event, with the

return of Halep, Elina Svitolina, Kiki Bertens and
Belinda Bencic. “As I said always, many girls from
the top 10, top 15 have a chance to win a Grand
Slam,” said Halep.

“Roland Garros is very open, because it’s clay
court but it’s a little bit faster, so also the big hit-
ters can win it easy.” —AFP

Relaxed Simona Halep heads into 
French Open as clear favourite

ROME: File photo shows Romania’s Simona Halep poses with her trophy after winning the final match of the
Women’s Italian Open against Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova, who pulled out following injury, at Foro
Italico on September 21, 2020 in Rome, Italy. —AFP

Stamkos scores in 
comeback as Lightning 
blast Stars
EDMONTON: Victor Hedman had a goal and two assists and Steven Stamkos
scored in his season debut as the Tampa Bay Lightning routed the Dallas Stars
5-2 in game three of the Stanley Cup finals on Wednesday.

Ondrej Palat, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point all had a goal and an assist
for the Lightning who took a 2-1 series lead despite Stamkos not being able to
play the whole game because of a nagging injury.

“I’ve watched these guys be so committed to what our end goal is and to be
part of it is a dream come true,” said Stamkos. 

“There is an issue I have been working through. I was extremely happy to
be out there with these guys and have a chance to just be on the bench and
contribute.”

The heavily-favoured Lightning dominated Wednesday’s contest and can
now take a commanding 3-1 lead with a victory in game four on Friday in the
NHL’s quarantine bubble in Edmonton, Alberta.

Lightning captain Stamkos had surgery to repair a core muscle on March 2
and was supposed to miss six to eight weeks but incurred multiple setbacks in
his recovery. 

He didn’t make his return until Wednesday night and scored in just his third
shift of the game but seemed to re-aggravate the injury and did not play much
after his first period goal.

“He only had five shifts but it is probably as efficient of five shifts as you are
ever going to see,” said Tampa coach Jon Cooper.

Jason Dickinson and Miro Heiskanen scored goals and Anton Khudobin and
Jake Oettinger combined to make 27 saves for the Stars. —AFP

Legendary Bears 
running back Gale 
Sayers dies
LOS ANGELES: Gale Sayers, the legendary Chicago Bears
running back who became the youngest player ever in-
ducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame after injury cut
short his career, has died at the age of 77 after years of de-
clining health, the Hall of Fame said Wednesday.

“All those who love the game of football mourn the loss
of one of the greatest to ever play this game with the pass-
ing of Chicago Bears legend Gale Sayers,” Hall of Fame
president David Baker said in a statement. 

“He was the very essence of a team player — quiet,
unassuming and always ready to compliment a teammate
for a key block. Gale was an extraordinary man who over-
came a great deal of adversity during his NFL career and
life.” The dynamic ball carrier dubbed the “Kansas Comet”
earned All-Pro recognition in each of his first five full sea-
sons in the NFL. Knee injuries ended his dazzling career in
1971 after just seven seasons.

“If you wish to see perfection as a running back, you had
best get a hold of a film of Gale Sayers,” Bears founder
George Halas said in 1977 when he presented Sayers for
Hall of Fame enshrinement. “He was poetry in motion. His
like will never be seen again.”

Sayers rushed for 4,956 yards and scored 56 touch-
downs in his 68-game career. He set the Bears’ single-sea-
son touchdown record with 22 as a rookie in 1965,
recording 14 rushing TDs, six receiving, one kickoff return
and one punt return.

That stunning rookie campaign was highlighted by a his-

toric performance against the San Francisco 49ers at Wrigley
Field on December 12, 1965 — when Sayers scored six
touchdowns — equalling the league’s single-game record.

‘LIKE HE WAS GLIDING’ 
He carried the ball nine times from scrimmage, scoring

on four of those carries. “He looked like he was gliding,”
teammate Mike Ditka recalled at the Bears100 Celebration
last year. “Everybody was slipping and sliding except him.
It was the most unbelievable exhibition I’ve ever seen in the
history of the game.”

Gale Eugene Sayers was born May 30, 1943, in Wichita,
Kansas. He was raised in Omaha, Nebraska, and excelled in
football and track and field in high school. The Bears made
him the fourth overall selection in the 1965 NFL draft.

Sayers won the NFL rushing title in 1966 with 1,231 yards
in the 14-game season. Nine games into his fourth season,
in 1968, Sayers suffered his first serious knee injury when
49ers cornerback Kermit Alexander hit Sayers’ right leg
with his helmet.

Sayers underwent surgery immediately to repair damage
to multiple knee ligaments. He returned to win the NFL
rushing title in 1969, although his ability to cut and spin was
noticeably curtailed.

His attempt to come back from a left knee injury suffered
in 1970 proved fruitless. “Gale was one of the finest men in
NFL history and one of the game’s most exciting players,”
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell said in a statement. 

“Gale was an electrifying and elusive runner who thrilled
fans every time he touched the ball. He earned his place as
a first-ballot Hall of Famer.” Sayers was diagnosed with de-
mentia in 2013. He sued the NFL claiming the league had
negligently dealt with his repeated head injuries.

“It’s a shame his condition now,” former teammate Dick
Butkus said at the time. “It’s a terrible thing he’s going
through. He’s a great guy and a hell of a runner.”  —AFP
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LONDON: Frank Lampard said Kai Havertz is 
just getting started after opening his Chelsea ac-
count with a hat-trick in a 6-0 thrashing of 
Barnsley, while Arsenal also booked their place 
in the League Cup fourth round with a 2-0 win 
at Leicester. 

Havertz had struggled to make an impact in 
his first two Premier League games since sealing 
a reported £71 million ($94 million) move from 
Bayer Leverkusen as the most expensive signing 
of Chelsea’s £200 million spending spree in the 
transfer market. But the 21-year-old German was 
one of just three players to retain his place from 
Sunday’s 2-0 defeat to Liverpool and Lampard’s 
decision reaped its reward as he scored his first 
senior hat-trick. 

“I am delighted with Kai, it was everything I 
wanted from him,” said Lampard. “He had no 
pre-season so I wanted to give him more time 
on the pitch with his teammates, learning how we 
play and press. It was a great night for Kai and 
it is the first of many for him.” 

Thiago Silva and Ben Chilwell also made their 
Chelsea debuts, while Tammy Abraham and Ross 
Barkley made the most of rare starts to get their 
names on the scoresheet. Abraham pounced on 
loose pass deep in the Barnsley half to slam 
home the opener before Havertz’s calm finish 
opened his Chelsea account. 

A brilliant unselfish flick from Abraham teed 
Havertz up perfectly to convert his second after 
Barkley drove home on his weaker left foot. 
Havertz was due to be replaced by Chilwell 25 
minutes from time but just completed his hat-

trick in time by rounding Brad Collins before 
tapping into an empty net before Olivier Giroud 
completed the scoring. 

“I am very happy to score three goals, but 
this is just my beginning at the club and I want 
to score more and more goals,” said Havertz. 

Chelsea will face either Tottenham or Leyton 
Orient in the last 16 with the outcome of that tie 
yet to be decided after the match was postponed 
on Tuesday due to a number of coronavirus 
cases among the Orient players. 

Arsenal won the only all-Premier League tie 
of the night as Christian Fuchs’s own goal broke 
the deadlock at the King Power. 

Eddie Nketiah added a late second for the 
Gunners, who could face Liverpool at Anfield 
twice in three days next week should the Pre-
mier League champions progress past Lincoln 
on Thursday. 

“It’s the toughest place to go in Europe and 
the world,” said Gunners boss Mikel Arteta. 
“Let’s prepare well and see how it goes.” 

Everton continued their fine start to the sea-
son with a 5-2 win at League One Fleetwood 
despite two howlers from England number one 
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford. 

Carlo Ancelotti’s men looked to be cruising 
into the last 16 when Richarlison’s double gave 
them a deserved 2-0 half-time lead. However, 
Pickford’s attempted clearance was charged 
down for Mark Duffy to pull a goal back. 

Alex Iwobi restored Everton’s two-goal ad-
vantage before another Pickford mistake gave 
Joey Barton’s men life again as he flapped Cal-

lum Camps’s shot into his own goal. Goals from 
Bernard and Moise Kean finally ended the tie as 
a contest, but Pickford’s place for both Ancelotti 
and Gareth Southgate will come under increased 
scrutiny in the coming weeks. 

“When we concede a goal, we are always 
frustrated,” said Ancelotti on Pickford’s perform-
ance. Newcastle thrashed League Two More-
combe 7-0 with Joelinton scoring twice. 

Miguel Almiron, Jacob Murphy, Isaac Hayden 
and Jamaal Lascelles were also on the score-
sheet for Steve Bruce’s men. 

Fulham, Brighton and Burnley progressed 2-
0 over Championship opposition in Sheffield 
Wednesday, Preston and Millwall respectively. 

Stoke were the only non-Premier League side 
to go through on the night as they also beat lower 
league opposition in Gillingham 1-0. — AFP

Havertz hat-trick helps Chelsea hit six,  
Arsenal edge out Leicester in League Cup 

Al Hilal out of Asian 
Champions League 

 
 

DOHA: The coronavirus-hit holders Al Hilal of Saudi Arabia 
were kicked out of the Asian Champions League on Wednesday 
after being unable to field a sufficient number of players against 
Shabab Al Ahli of the UAE. 

Al Hilal were “deemed to have withdrawn from the competi-
tion” after failing to name the required 13 players for their AFC 
Champions League (West) Group B match in Doha. The Asian 
Football Confederation said in a statement that under the “special 
rules applicable to AFC Competitions during the Covid-19 pan-
demic” the Saudi giants, who had already qualified for the last 
16, will not be able to take any further part in the competition. 

“All matches played by Al Hilal, who named only 11 players, 
are considered null and void” the AFC said. As a result, 
Pakhtakor of Uzbekistan and Shabab Al Ahli Dubai progress to 
the Round of 16 from Group B. Competition regulations allowed 
for 35 players to be registered by each club, but Al Hilal regis-
tered 30 of which only 27 travelled to Doha in the beginning of 
the competition.  

Al Hilal and the Saudi Arabian Football Federation (SAFF) had 
asked for the postponement of the match against Shabab Al Ahli 
Dubai, citing an AFC rule allowing for a delay “in exceptional 
circumstances”. But their request was turned down as a post-
ponement “would have a huge negative impact on the current 
match schedule of the AFC Champions League (West)”. 

Al Hilal played Iran’s Shahr Khodro on Sunday despite 15 of 

their players testing positive for coronavirus, after Asia’s football 
body refused to postpone the game. 

The Saudi team had “asked the Asian Football Confederation 
to postpone” the match at Qatar’s Al Janoub stadium after tests 
showed that ten players had “been infected with Covid-19”, 
adding to five players who had already tested positive. 

According to AFC rules, Al Hilal were still able to play the 
match as 14 of their players were available, including two goal-
keepers.  For the record, Pakhtakor defeated Iran’s Shahr Khodro 
1-0 on Wednesday and topped the group with 10 points while 
Shabab Al Ahli were second on seven. 

Shahr Khodro  lost all their matches while Al Hilal also finished 
pointless following the AFC’s decision to void their results. Al Hilal 
won the title beating Uruwa Red Diamonds of Japan in the final 
last year. 

 
ESTEGHLAL PROGRESS  

Earlier, Iran’s Esteghlal booked their last-16 spot  with a 3-0 
thrashing of Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli. 

The convincing win saw Esteghlal finish second ahead of Iraq’s 
Al Shorta on goal difference in Group A after both teams were 
level on five points. 

Al Ahli had qualified for the knockouts earlier and ended up 
Group A winners with six points despite their defeat. 

Teams in the group played only four matches each instead of 
the usual six after the UAE’s Al Wahda were considered with-
drawn following several Covid-19 positive tests before they trav-
elled to Qatar. Esteghlal required a two-goal victory margin to 
make the cut and they did so with some flair at the Al Janoub 
Stadium, one of the new venues in Qatar for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup. — AFP 

LONDON: Chelsea’s German midfielder Kai Havertz (L) runs past Barnsley’s English goalkeeper Brad Collins to score his 
team’s fifth goal during the English League Cup third round football match between Chelsea and Barnsley at Stamford 
Bridge in London. — AFP 

Atletico Madrid  
signs Luis Suarez  

 
 
MADRID: Atletico Madrid announced the signing of Barcelona 
forward Luis Suarez late on Wednesday, confirming the 
Uruguayan striker is set to continue playing in La Liga rather than 
joining Juventus in Italy. 

Barcelona said that Atletico had agreed to pay six million euros 
for Suarez, who left his last training session in tears on Wednesday 
having been told over the summer that he was no longer required 
by new coach Ronald Koeman. Since joining Barca from Liverpool 
in 2014, Suarez has won a host of trophies, including the 2015 
Champions League and four Liga titles. 

He leaves as the club’s third highest scorer with 198 goals behind 
Cesar Rodriguez (232) and Lionel Messi (634). The move to 
Barcelona’s La Liga rivals follows a failed attempt to join Juventus. 
Juve coach Andrea Pirlo disclosed last week a deal was unlikely be-
cause of delays in the Uruguayan’s bid to get an Italian passport. 

On Tuesday, prosecutors in Perugia said they suspected Suarez 
of cheating to pass his Italian language test with the aid of exam-
iners suspected of helping him. The exit of the 33-year-old from 
Camp Nou comes as Koeman attempts to reshape Barcelona. 

As well as Suarez, the Dutchman has shown the exit to Arturo 
Vidal and Ivan Rakitic, while French defender Samuel Umtiti is 
also set to leave. Spanish television channel Gol showed Suarez 
wiping away tears with his sleeve as he drove off after saying his 
last goodbyes to teammates at Barcelona’s Sant Joan Despi train-
ing centre. — AFP
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Relaxed Simona 
Halep heads into  
French Open as 
clear favourite
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