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LONDON: US Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden warned the United Kingdom that
it must honour the Northern Irish peace deal as
it extracts itself from the European Union or
there would be no US trade deal. “We can’t allow
the Good Friday Agreement that brought peace
to Northern Ireland to become a casualty of
Brexit,” Biden said in a tweet. 

“Any trade deal between the US and UK must
be contingent upon respect for the Agreement
and preventing the return of a hard border. Pe-
riod.” Johnson unveiled legislation that would
break parts of the Brexit divorce treaty relating
to Northern Ireland, blaming the EU for putting
a revolver on the table in trade talks and trying
to divide up the United Kingdom.

He says the United Kingdom has to have the
ability to break parts of the 2020 Brexit treaty
he signed to uphold London’s commitments
under the 1998 peace deal which ended three

decades of sectarian violence in Northern Ire-
land between pro-British Protestant unionists
and Irish Catholic nationalists. The EU says any
breach of the Brexit treaty could sink trade talks,
propel the United Kingdom towards a messy
exit when it finally leaves informal membership
at the end of the year and thus complicate the
border between Northern Ireland and EU-mem-
ber Ireland.

No deal?
The EU’s Brexit negotiator told the bloc’s 27

national envoys that he still hoped a trade deal
with Britain was possible, stressing that the
coming days would be decisive, three diplomatic
sources told Reuters. Michel Barnier addressed
the gathering on Wednesday and the three
sources either participated in the discussion be-
hind closed doors or were briefed on its content.

“Barnier still believes a deal is possible

though the next days are key,” said one of the
EU diplomatic sources. Johnson told The Sun
that the EU was being “abusive” to Britain
and risking four decades of partnership. He
said the UK must “ring-fence” the Brexit deal
“to put in watertight bulkheads that will stop
friends and partners making abusive or ex-
treme interpretations of the provisions.” So-
ciete Generale analysts said yesterday they
now see an 80% chance that Britain and the
EU will fail to strike a trade deal before the
end of the year.

Biden
Biden, who has talked about the importance

of his Irish heritage, retweeted a letter from Eliot
Engel, chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of
the US House of Representatives, to Johnson
calling on the British leader to honor the 1998
Good Friday peace deal. Engel urged Johnson to

“abandon any and all legally questionable and
unfair efforts to flout the Northern Ireland pro-
tocol of the Withdrawal Agreement.” He called
on Johnson to “ensure that Brexit negotiations
do not undermine the decades of progress to
bring peace to Northern Ireland and future op-
tions for the bilateral relationship between our
two countries.”

Engel said Congress would not support a free
trade agreement between the United States and
the United Kingdom if Britain failed to uphold
its commitments with Northern Ireland. The let-
ter was signed by Representatives Richard Neal,
William Keating and Peter King. Johnson is
pushing ahead with his plan. His government
reached a deal on Wednesday to avert a rebel-
lion in his own party, giving parliament a say
over the use of post-Brexit powers within its
proposed Internal Market Bill that breaks inter-
national law. — Reuters

Biden warns UK: No trade deal 
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ByteDance says
China will have to
approve its US
TikTok deal
BEIJING: China will need to approve
ByteDance’s proposed deal with Oracle Corp
for its TikTok app, the Chinese company said
on Thursday, indicating how its bid to stave off
a ban in the United States could be further
complicated. Oracle has submitted a proposal
to the Trump administration that will allow it to
become a technology partner in the TikTok
app, as ByteDance hopes to head off a Trump
order that it divest TikTok’s US operations.

The proposal envisages making TikTok
Global a US-headquartered company. But US
President Donald Trump on Wednesday raised
questions about ByteDance’s plans to keep a
majority stake in TikTok’s U.S. operations and
said he did not favor the idea of the Chinese
firm retaining control, after six Republican law-
makers urged him to reject the proposal.

Trump has said he would ban TikTok in the
United States as early as Sunday if ByteDance
does not comply amid US concerns that the
company could pass user data to China’s Com-
munist Party government. An outright sale of
TikTok’s operations or technologies was not
included in ByteDance’s proposal to the United
States, Chinese state media reported on Thurs-
day citing a separate statement from the com-
pany. ByteDance declined to comment when
asked about this by Reuters.

When asked about ByteDance’s comments
regarding the need for China’s approval, the
foreign ministry on Thursday urged the United
States to respect the principles of the market
economy and fair competition, and to stop
politicizing normal economic and trade coop-
eration. China late last month updated its ex-
port control rules to give it a say over the

transfer of technology such as TikTok’s user
recommendation algorithm to foreign buyers.
Reuters has reported that the Oracle deal
would not require ByteDance to apply to Chi-
nese authorities for an export licence for Tik-
Tok’s algorithm.

ByteDance and its founder Zhang Yiming
have faced public criticism in China for
seeming to give in to US pressure after it was
reported it was contemplating a sale of Tik-
Tok’s US operations to Microsoft Corp.
Some netizens said they would stop using
Douyin, ByteDance’s Chinese version of Tik-
Tok. “ByteDance, as it works to find a solu-
tion to keep TikTok’s U.S. business alive, is
walking a tightrope between the demands of
the U.S. government on the one side and the
expectations of both the Chinese govern-
ment and public on the other,” said Mark
Natkin, managing director at Marbridge
Consulting. “It can’t afford to make any mis-
steps along the way.” —  Reuters

CALIFORNIA: The logo of Chinese video app Tik-
Tok is seen on the side of the company’s new of-
fice space at the C3 campus in Culver City, in the
westside of Los Angeles. — AFP 

Huawei phone
prices rise in
China on fears 
of chip shortage
SHENZHEN: Chinese consumers are rushing to
buy smartphones from Huawei Technologies
Co Ltd featuring its high-end Kirin chips, fear-
ing curbs on the firm’s access to US technology
will soon cut off production of its premium
handsets. Phone vendors in Huaqiangbei, the
world’s largest electronics market located in
the southern city of Shenzhen, said prices for
new and used Huawei phones had risen
steadily over the past month, by around 400 to
500 yuan on average. 

The Porsche design model of Huawei’s flag-
ship Mate 30 was selling for 14,000 yuan
($2,067), from 10,000 yuan in January, one ven-
dor said. The phone was available at a similar
price on online marketplace Taobao. Consumers
are increasingly worried over the supply of com-
ponents for newer handsets, said one vendor.

“The Huawei phones are getting expensive
but that’s supply and demand,” said the vendor,
who gave her name as Xiao. “If people like the
brand, they’ll pay more - and who knows how
good the chips they’ll have in the future will be?”
The US government last year moved to prevent
most US companies from conducting business
with Huawei, saying the world’s biggest maker of
mobile telecommunications equipment and
smartphones was ultimately answerable to the
Chinese government. Huawei has repeatedly de-
nied being a national security risk.

Last month, the United States further tight-
ened restrictions to choke its access to commer-
cially available chips, prompting Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co Ltd (TSMC)
to stop shipping wafers to Huawei. Richard Yu,
chief executive of Huawei’s consumer business,
subsequently said the company will stop making

its Kirin chips on Sept. 15 because of US meas-
ures to cut off its chipmaking unit HiSilicon from
vital technology.

HiSilicon relies on software from US firms
such as Cadence Design Systems Inc or Synop-
sys Inc to design its chips, and outsources pro-
duction to TSMC, which uses US-made
equipment.

Wholesale traders at the market said they
had been busy for the last month meeting extra
demand for online sales, with prices of higher-
end phones rising every few hours. They were
uncertain how much supply remained at distrib-
utors. Huawei does not disclose inventory infor-
mation. A spokesman told Reuters the firm
continues to operate according to demand.

It likely has chip inventory to last through the
first half of next year, said analyst Will Wong at
consultancy IDC. “One option for them to have
Kirin chips last longer is to ship less for the rest
of the year,” Wong said. Last week, Huawei said
it planned to introduce its Harmony operating
system on smartphones next year, in part to
overcome US limits on its access to Alphabet
Inc’s Android. Yet analyst Mo Jia at Canalys said
launching Harmony would only be a “symbolic
innovation” if Huawei no longer had the chip
supplies to make high-end phones. — Reuters

BEIJING: People walk past the Huawei logo
during the Consumer Electronics Expo in
Beijing. — AFP 


