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Photo shows the Gympie-Gympie stinging tree.

An undated and unplaced handout photo received from the
Institute for Molecular Bioscience at the University of Queensland
yesterday shows a detailed view of the Gympie-Gympie stinging
tree. — AFP photos

A detailed view of the Gympie-Gympie stinging tree.

A
ustralia is notorious for its venomous spiders, snakes
and sea creatures, but researchers have now identi-
fied “scorpion-like” toxins secreted by a tree that can

cause excruciating pain for weeks. Split-second contact
with the dendrocnide tree, a rainforest nettle known by its
indigenous name gympie-gympie, delivers a sting far more
potent than similar plants found in the US or Europe. The
tree, which has broad oval- or heart-shaped leaves, is pri-
marily found in rainforest areas of northeast Queensland,
where it is notorious among hikers. A team of Australian sci-
entists say they now better understand why the gympie-
gympie’s sting haunts those unlucky enough to brush up
against its leaves.

Victims report an initial sting that “feels like fire at first,
then subsides over hours to a pain reminiscent of having
the affected body part caught in a slammed car door”, the
University of Queensland researchers said Thursday. In the
final, drawn-out stages, simply taking a shower can reignite
the pain. Though the gympie-gympie is covered in fine nee-
dle-like hairs similar to other nettles, previous testing for
common irritants such as histamines came up empty. Irina

Vetter, an associate professor at the University of
Queensland’s Institute for Molecular Bioscience, said the
research team discovered a new class of neurotoxin
miniproteins, which they christened ‘gympietides’. 

“Although they come from a plant, the gympietides are
similar to spider and cone snail toxins in the way they fold
into their 3D molecular structures and target the same pain
receptors-this arguably makes the gympie-gympie tree a
truly ‘venomous’ plant,” she said.  Australia is already infa-
mous for its venomous fauna including snakes, box jellyfish,
blue-ringed octopus and funnel-web spiders, although
deaths in humans from bites or stings are rare. Vetter said
the long-lasting pain inflicted by the tree may be explained
by the gympietides permanently altering the chemical
makeup of the affected sensory neurons-not due to the fine
hairs getting stuck in the skin.  The scientists hope their
research, published in peer-reviewed journal Sciences
Advances, will eventually help lead to better pain relief
treatment for people who have been stung.— AFP

L
ondon Fashion Week kicked off yesterday with a
livestreamed show from Burberry but without the hordes
of industry insiders, A-listers and journalists who usually

flock to it from around the world. The twice-annual event
aimed to be both more intimate and open, organizers say, with
the coronavirus pandemic meaning only a handful of “physi-
cal” shows will be staged. Around 80 designers will present
their latest collections during the six days of showings, some
in catwalk presentations but most via videos posted on the
Fashion Week’s official website. 

Among the designers daring to hold public parades-with
plenty of social distancing-are London-based Turkish creator
Bora Aksu, luxury knitwear pioneer Mark Fast and the Chinese
brand PRONOUNCE.  Their shows will be broadcast live
online, “an essential tool for our brand to express our seasonal
message on a global scale,” Fast told Vogue Business.  “An
online streaming of a fashion show will reach tens of thou-
sands on the day, and hundreds of thousands, if not more,
throughout the season.”

First on Twitch 
Britain’s Burberry  kicked off the week with a show broad-

casted online at 12:00 GMT. For the spring-summer 2021 col-
lection, Riccardo Tisci, its Italian designer, collaborated with
the German artist Anne Imhof for a “radical meeting of fashion
and art”. This uninhabited wilderness show was streamed live
for the first time on Amazon-owned Twitch, a platform that
popularized communal video gaming by including comments
from players and spectators.

“Twitch unlocks an exciting new space where our Burberry
community can be digitally transported to feel like they have a
virtual seat at our live show,” said Rod Manley, the company’s
chief marketing officer. “It is an interactive experience where
guests can connect with both our brand and each other whilst
personalizing their viewing journey,” he added in a statement.

Other highlights of the week include the collections of for-
mer Spice Girl turned designer Victoria Beckham, London-
based South Korean creator Eudon Choi and Briton Molly
Goddard.  In normal times, fashion labels typically compete to
stage their shows in the most extravagant settings, hoping to
attract VIPs and influencers posting photos from the event.

But amid ongoing restrictions due to the virus, which has
claimed more than 41,600 lives in Britain and where cases are
climbing again, fashion has moved firmly to the internet.  Elle
UK editor-in-chief Farrah Storr said she is preparing to watch
the week’s opening shows from her kitchen table “in my cash-
mere joggers”. “In the front row, it will just be me and my two
dogs looking at clothes that I hope people can wear in six
months,” she told the Daily Mail.

Emergency fund 
Despite the new reality, London Fashion Week organizers

have hailed the fact that the event is being held. “(It) is one of
the few international events to still be going ahead in London,
proving the industry’s resilience, creativity, and innovation in
difficult times,” the British Fashion Council (BFC) said in a
statement. The fashion industry, which employs over 890,000
people in Britain, contributed £35 billion ($45 billion, 38 billion
euros) to the country’s GDP last year.  But the BFC warned it
“faces enormous challenges due to the impact of Covid-19”
and has set up a £1-million emergency fund to help design-
ers. Traditionally devoted to women’s fashion, this September
Fashion Week is the first to switch to a new-normal “gender
neutral” format, showcasing men’s, women’s and mixed col-
lections.— AFP


