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Former California governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger yesterday said the 
coronavirus crisis was a “tremendous 

opportunity” to rebuild devastated economies 
with clean energy. Speaking virtually at a cli-
mate summit that his non-profit organization 
holds annually in Austria, the Hollywood star 
said the pandemic, which has killed almost a 
million people and caused massive economic 
downturns worldwide, was “a window of op-
portunity to act right now”. “Forward-looking 
decisions are needed right now, right now as 
trillions of dollars and trillions of euros are 
being poured into rebuilding economies and 
infrastructure in the wake of the coronavirus,” 
he said on screen, speaking from a podium sur-

rounded by plants. 
“These funds are so massive they are capa-

ble of remaking societies. We have a tremen-
dous opportunity here.” Schwarzenegger said 
money should be invested into building “a 
clean energy economy”, providing “sustainable 
jobs” and upgrading buildings to make them 
more energy efficient. Schwarzenegger had in-
tended to travel to his birth country Austria for 
the summit but cancelled his trip following the 
advice of doctors-cheering on participants in-
stead from an office with a poster of himself in 
younger days as a body-builder in the back-
ground. 

Among other speakers at the Austrian 
World Summit, which was launched four years 
ago, were Austrian, Slovakian and Croatian 
leaders, as well as European Commission vice 
president Frans Timmermans and other inter-
national public figures. EU chief Ursula von der 
Leyen vowed Wednesday in her first annual 
State of the European Union address that Eu-
rope would lead the global search for a coro-
navirus vaccine while rebuilding its shattered 
economy with a green recovery plan. —AFP
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Participants sit in front of a video screen displaying Austrian-American actor, businessman and former 
governor of California Arnold Schwarzenegger during the Austrian World Summit on climate action 
organized by The Schwarzenegger Climate Initiative in Spanische Hofreitschule in Vienna, Austria, 
yesterday. —AFP

Sick of noise from construction work, speeding trains and 
car alarms flooding in through the open window of your 
tiny apartment in a crowded metropolis? Scientists be-

lieve they have found a way for city dwellers to let in fresh air 
while reducing the urban cacophony-and it is a bit like popping 
massive, noise-cancelling headphones onto your flat. Under the 
system devised in Singapore, 24 small speakers are placed on 
the metal grille of an open window to create what researchers 
termed an “acoustic shield”.  

When noise such as traffic or a subway train is detected, the 
speakers generate sound waves that cancel out some of the din-
much in the same way some high tech headphones work. It is 
like “using noise to fight noise,” said Gan Woon-Seng, who leads 
the research team from Nanyang Technological University in the 
space-starved city-state, where many complain of noise flood-
ing into apartments. 

While blocking the racket from outside, it also “lets in the nat-
ural ventilation and lighting through the windows,” he told AFP, 
at a lab where a prototype of the device had been set up. The 
system can reduce incoming sound by 10 decibels, and works 
best on noises like trains or building work-but it won’t block un-
predictable, high frequency sounds such as dogs barking. Gan 
hopes allowing people to keep windows open for natural venti-
lation will reduce the use of energy-hungry air conditioners, and 
might improve people’s health by cutting noise, which causes 
problems such as disturbed sleep. 

Some might balk at the idea of placing 24 tiny speakers on 
one of their grilles, although the researchers are working on a 
version of the system that obstructs windows less. They hope 
to eventually sell the device to those who want to install it in res-
idential buildings. — AFP
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This photograph shows research fellow from Nanyang Technology 
University checking sound level passing through the window of a 
mock-up room in Singapore. — AFP photos 

This photograph shows research fellows from Nanyang Technology 
University checking sound level passing through the window of a 
mock-up room in Singapore.  

This photograph shows a research fellow (right) from Nanyang 
Technology University checking the sound levels passing through 
the window of a mock-up room in Singapore. 

This photograph shows a research fellow from Nanyang Technology 
University checking the sound levels passing through the window 
of a mock-up room in Singapore. 


