
Members of the Iranian all-women music band “Dingo” (from
left) Malihe Shahinzadeh and Negin Heydari perform together
with other members at a concert.

(From left) Malihe Shahinzadeh who plays the pippeh drum,
Negin Heydari, who plays the kasser drum, Noushin Yousefzadeh
who plays the oud, and drummer Faezeh Mohseni pose together
for a picture at a home studio called the “Dingo room”.

Faezeh Mohseni, drummer of the Iranian all-women music band
“Dingo” performs with other band members at a concert.

Members of the Iranian all-women music band “Dingo” (from left) Malihe Shahinzadeh, Negin Heydari, Faezeh Mohseni, and
Noushin Yousefzadeh perform together at a concert during the state-organized “Persian Gulf music” festival at Avini Hall in Iran’s
southern Gulf port city of Bandar Abbas. —AFP photos
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The men in the audience clapped and the women ululated
as the band finished singing: it would have been com-
monplace except the venue was in Iran and the group

on stage were all women. The catchy rhythmic music they
played that balmy night is known as “bandari”. Its lyrics are
from ancient folkloric songs, passed down the generations and
familiar to many at the concert in an amphitheatre in the
southern port of Bandar Abbas. Only this time, it was being
performed by women in front of a mixed crowd. “It feels as if
you have been seen at last” by “a new part of society,” said
band member Noushin Yousefzadeh, who plays the oud, the
Middle Eastern lute. “All that training has paid off at last.”

Dressed in traditional clothing, the band was taking part in
a state-organized festival to showcase “Persian Gulf music”
and, as well as singing, also played their instruments. Before
long, the audience was ecstatically singing along with the four-
piece band. Such public expressions of joy are usually frowned
upon by officials in Iran, which has been under strict Islamic
rule for more than 40 years. Formed in late 2016 after a con-
versation at the beach between two of the women, the band is
called Dingo, which in the local dialect refers to the first wob-
bly steps taken by infants. The show-staged last year-was only
the second time they had performed in front of a mixed audi-
ence. The first occasion was at the Shiraz Oud Festival in July
2018.  “These festivals are a great opportunity because in nor-
mal circumstances we cannot sing in front of men,” said drum-
mer Faezeh Mohseni.

Many restrictions 
When performing for all-female audiences, Mohseni sings

solo. But, informed only a few days before the festival that they
had been selected and would be singing to both men and
women, the band hastily re-arranged its routine. “We had to
spend all those days rehearsing so that all of us could sing in
chorus,” said Malihe Shahinzadeh, who plays the pippeh, a
type of local drum. Public singing by women is not a clear-cut
affair in the Islamic republic. No law specifically forbids it, ac-
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