
Friday, September 18, 2020I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Friday 15

DELFT, Netherlands: In the Netherlands you
can keep helping the planet after you die - by
opting for a living coffin made of mushrooms
which speeds up the decomposition of your
body. The coffin turns corpses into compost
that enriches the soil thanks to mycelium, the
root structure of fungi. The “Living Cocoon”
is a world first, according to Bob Hendrikx,
who invented the idea in his student labora-
tory at Delft Technical University. “This is the
world’s first living coffin, and actually last Sat-
urday the first human being in the Nether-
lands was composted and returned into the
cycle of life,” he told AFP. The coffin was the
final resting place for an 82-year-old woman,
whose body will decompose within two to
three years.

If a traditional coffin with varnished wood
and metal handles is used, the process nor-
mally takes more than ten years. The casket it-
self will meanwhile disappear within 30 to 45
days. “It’s actually an organism, so it’s made
from mycelium which is the root structure of
mushrooms,” Hendrikx said. “They’re the
biggest recyclers in nature”. “This is the most
natural way to do it... we no longer pollute the
environment with toxins in our body and all the

stuff that goes into the coffins but actually try
to enrich it and really be compost for nature.”

‘Big hit’ 
The coffin is the same size and shape as a

classic coffin but its pale color is typical of
mycelium. Inside is a bed of moss where the
body — and various insects and other soil
creatures - will lie. Overall the coffin is much
lighter than a wooden casket. It’s also cheaper,
currently costing around 1,500 euros. Making
the coffins requires a bit of foraging, first for
moss from the forest, then collecting mycelium
from mushrooms, and then mixing that with
woodchips. 

“Slowly in seven days, it’s actually pretty
fast, it will grow into a solid material that is
actually an organism,” said Hendrikx. “After-
wards it’s naturally dried by literally removing
the mould and just letting it be. So then the
mycelium, the organism, becomes inactive.
“When it’s in the ground, it starts to get acti-
vated again when a lot of moisture hits the
organism. Then it starts the decomposition
process.”

Hendrikx’s inspiration didn’t stem from a
ghoulish fascination with bodies or human

compost, but from serendipity. Fascinated by
the applications of mushrooms, he first tried
to make a “living house” for his thesis. But
when someone asked what would happen
with the body of his grandmother if he left
her inside the house, Hendrikx had a brain-

wave. That has now become a start-up,
called Loop, which has signed a deal with a
funeral home, while also causing a stir on so-
cial media. “Looking at the reactions we had
online, we’re pretty sure it’s going to be a big
hit,” he said. —AFP

Netherlands inventor’s mushroom 
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The ‘Living Cocoon’ is the world first

DELFT: This handout picture released by the biotech company Loop shows the ‘living cocoon’, a coffin made
from mycelium which allows a fast-composting of the body. —AFP

Austria finds dozens 
of people smuggled 
in refrigerated truck
VIENNA: Dozens of migrants, including children, have
been discovered hiding in a refrigerated truck, Austrian
police said Wednesday after arresting a suspected member
of a network smuggling people through the European
Union. The case recalled the 2015 tragedy of 71 decom-
posing bodies loaded in the back of a refrigerated vehicle
abandoned on a highway in Austria. They had died of suf-
focation in Hungary and four smugglers - an Afghan and
three Bulgarians - were convicted and jailed.

Police said in the current case, 38 people from Syria,
Iraq and Turkey, including six minors, were held last week
after their truck pulled up in Lower Austria. The migrants
said they had “been afraid they would die and suffered a
lack of oxygen” during the trip from Romania through
Hungary, a police statement said, without specifying where
the truck was headed. Several passengers - who paid be-
tween 6,000 and 8,000 euros ($7,100 and $9,500) for the
trip - managed to run into nearby fields when the vehicle
stopped along a highway, leading witnesses to alert the au-
thorities. —AFP

Greek police transfer 
homeless migrants to 
new Lesbos camp
LESBOS: Police on the Greek island of Lesbos yesterday
launched an operation to rehouse thousands of migrants who
have been sleeping rough after their camp was destroyed by
fire, an AFP journalist said. At around 7am, officers were wak-
ing the migrants in their tents to take them to the temporary
centre that was hastily set up after Europe’s largest camp for
asylum seekers at Moria burned down last week. Quietly, with
only the sounds of children crying, and under an already hot
sun the migrants folded their blankets, picked up bags contain-
ing whatever belongings they had saved from the fire and dis-
mantled their tents.

Women and children with bundles on their backs were seen
gathering by a barricade police had set up on the road. “The
aim is to safeguard public health,” police spokesman
Theodoros Chronopoulos told AFP, confirming that “an oper-
ation is under way” which “responds to humanitarian aims.” He
said around 70 women police officers took part. Videos posted
by police show women officers in white uniforms talking to mi-
grant families. Doctors Without Borders (MSF), which opened
an emergency clinic in the area, was barred from accessing
their facility during the night, as rumours of the police opera-
tion spread, the group said early Thursday.

“A police operation is underway to take refugees to the new

camp. This should not prevent medical aid,” MSF complained
on Twitter. Over 12,000 people including entire families with
elderly and newborns were left homeless when fire tore through
the overcrowded and unsanitary Moria camp - built five years
ago at the height of Europe’s migrant crisis - on the night of
September 8. Six young Afghans have been arrested in connec-
tion with the incident, with four of them brought before a Les-
bos magistrate on Wednesday. Thousands of the migrants have
been sleeping under tarpaulins or tents at roadsides and in the
car parks of closed supermarkets since the blaze.

Asylum requests 
Late Wednesday, around 1,000 tents, each able to accommo-

date between eight and 10 people, had been erected at the new
site near Moria. Medical tents were to be set up, and two quar-
antine zones were planned for the several dozen people who have
tested positive for coronavirus. The Greek migration ministry said
Tuesday that around 1,200 had entered the new camp. Aid
groups said a few hundred more arrived on Wednesday, forced
by exhaustion after sleeping rough under a hot sun for a week.
But many have refused to go, fearing they would be left waiting
for months to have their requests for asylum processed and trans-
ferred to the Greek mainland or to another European country.

The UN refugee agency on Wednesday urged Greece to
speed up asylum processes on Lesbos. “The idea is not that
people remain for ever on the island of Lesbos, but that
processes are accelerated so that people can leave gradually
and in an orderly way” to the capital Athens or elsewhere on
the mainland, the UN agency’s chief in Greece Philippe Leclerc
told reporters. Greece’s police minister Michalis Chrysochoidis
this week said that “half” the migrants on Lesbos should be
able to leave “by Christmas” and “the rest by Easter”.—AFP


