
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, September 18, 2020

Friday14

OSLO: This year’s Nobel Peace Prize could go
to green campaigner Greta Thunberg and the
Fridays for Future movement to highlight the
link between environmental damage and the
threat to peace and security, experts say. The
winner of the $1 million prize, arguably the
world’s top accolade, will be announced in Oslo
on Oct. 9 from a field of 318 candidates. The
prize can be split up to three ways.

The Swedish 17-year-old was nominated by
three Norwegian lawmakers and two Swedish
parliamentarians and if she wins, she would re-
ceive it at the same age as Pakistan’s Malala
Yousafzai, the youngest Nobel laureate thus
far. Asle Sveen, a historian and author of sev-
eral books about the prize, said Thunberg
would be a strong candidate for this year’s
award, her second nomination in as many
years, with the US West Coast wildfires and
rising temperatures in the Arctic “leaving peo-
ple in no doubt” about global warming.

“Not a single person has done more to get
the world to focus on climate change than her,”
Sveen told Reuters. The committee has given
the prize to environmentalists before, starting
with Kenya’s Wangari Maathai in 2004 for her
campaign to plant 30 million trees across
Africa, and in 2007 to Al Gore and the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change. In the

era of the coronavirus crisis, the committee
could also choose to highlight the threat of
pandemics to peace and security, said Dan
Smith, the director of the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute.

“There is a relationship between environ-
mental damage and our increasing problem
with pandemics and I wonder whether the
Nobel Peace Prize Committee might want to
highlight that,” he told Reuters. If the commit-
tee wanted to highlight this trend, he said,
“there is obviously the temptation of Greta
Thunberg”. The Fridays for Future movement
started in 2018 when Thunberg began a school
strike in Sweden to push for action on climate.
It has since become a global protest.

Thunberg and her father Svante, who some-
times handles media queries for her, did not
reply to requests for comment. Many were
skeptical when Greta, as she is often referred
to, became the bookmaker’s favorite to win last
year’s Nobel Peace Prize, especially with re-
gards to her age, but her second nomination
could strengthen her chances. “Greta is re-
nominated, which was the case for Malala. I
said Malala was young when she was nomi-
nated the first time and I said Greta was young
the first time she was nominated,” Sveen said.
Yousafzai won in 2014.

Not Trump
Other known candidates included the “peo-

ple of Hong Kong”, NATO, Julian Assange,
Chelsea Manning and Edward Snowden and
jailed Saudi activist Loujain Al-Hathloul. Other
possible choices are Reporters Without Bor-
ders, Angela Merkel and the World Health Or-
ganization, experts said, though it is unclear
whether they are nominated. Nominations are
secret for 50 years but those who nominate
can choose to publicize their choices. Thou-
sands of people are eligible to nominate, in-

cluding members of parliaments and govern-
ments, university professors and past laureates.

It is not known whether Donald Trump is
nominated for this year’s prize, though he is up
for next year’s award after a Norwegian law-
maker named the US President for helping
broker a deal between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates. He is unlikely to win, Sveen
and Smith agreed, not least for his dismantling
of the international treaties to limit the prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons, a cause dear to
Nobel committees. — Reuters

Global COVID-19 cases 
to surpass 30 million 
Global coronavirus cases are expected to pass 30 million
yesterday, according to a Reuters tally, with the pandemic
showing no signs of slowing. India was firmly in focus as
the latest epicenter, although North and South America
combined accounted for almost half of the global cases.
Global new daily case numbers reached record levels in re-
cent days and deaths neared 1 million as the international
race to develop and market a vaccine heated up. The offi-
cial number of global coronavirus cases is now more than
five times the number of severe influenza illnesses recorded
annually, according to World Health Organization data.

Around the world, there have been almost 1 million
deaths, considered a lagging indicator given the two-week
incubation period of the virus. That has well exceeded the
upper range of 290,000 to 650,000 annual deaths linked
to influenza. India on Wednesday became only the second
country in the world, after the United States, to record
more than 5 million cases. The south Asian nation, the
world’s second most populous country, has been reporting
more new daily cases than the United States since mid-Au-
gust and accounts for just over 16% of global known cases.

The United States has about 20% of all global cases, al-
though it has just 4% of the world’s population. Brazil, the
third worst-hit country, accounts for roughly 15% of global
cases. It took 18 days for global cases to surge from 25 mil-
lion to more than 30 million. — Reuters

A Nobel for Thunberg? In the age of 
climate change, COVID; it is possible

Swedish green campaigner nominated for the second time

Rich countries snap 
up vaccine stocks in 
global race for jab
WASHINGTON: Rich nations representing a fraction of the
global population have already bought up over half the prom-
ised Covid-19 vaccine stocks, a study showed, as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump pledged to begin inoculating Americans
within weeks. Big pharma is racing to produce an effective jab
to counter a virus that has now killed more than 935,000 peo-
ple around the world and infected almost 30 million.

European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen on Wednesday
warned against “vaccine nationalism” that she said could put
lives at risk by depriving the most vulnerable in poorer nations
of immunity. But a study released by Oxfam showed a group
of wealthy countries representing just 13 percent of the world
population has already secured the lion’s share of doses. “Ac-
cess to a life-saving vaccine shouldn’t depend on where you
live or how much money you have,” said Robert Silverman of
Oxfam America. “Covid-19 anywhere is Covid-19 every-
where.”

The five leading vaccine candidates currently in late-stage
trials will be able to supply 5.9 billion doses, enough to inoc-
ulate about three billion people, the Oxfam report said. Some
51 percent of those jabs have been snapped up by the wealthy
world, including the United States, Britain, the European
Union, Australia, Hong Kong and Macau, Japan, Switzerland
and Israel. The remaining 2.6 billion have been bought by or
promised to developing countries including India, Bangladesh,
China, Brazil, Indonesia and Mexico.

‘Vaccine nationalism’ 
Trump on Wednesday said he would begin rolling out a

vaccine in America as soon as next month, contradicting
doubts expressed by a top health expert in his administration
who said a jab was unlikely to be widely available until mid-
2021. “We’re very close to that vaccine as you know... We
think we can start sometime in October” or shortly thereafter,
Trump said. Democrats have expressed concern that Trump
is pressuring government health regulators and scientists to
approve a rushed vaccine in time to help his uphill bid for re-
election in early November.

“We’re within weeks of getting it, you know — could be
three weeks, four weeks,” the president told a town hall ses-
sion with voters in Pennsylvania Tuesday. But in an implicit
swipe at Trump’s America First approach to the pandemic, von
der Leyen said Europe would support multilateral bodies such
as the World Health Organization with its attempts at a more
equitable rollout. “None of us will be safe until all of us are
safe - wherever we live, whatever we have,” she said. “Vaccine
nationalism puts lives at risk. Vaccine cooperation saves
them.”

The global economy has been devastated by the pandemic,
with many nations still maintaining restrictions on their pop-
ulations to contain fresh outbreaks. New Zealand was added
to the list of economic casualties yesterday when it reported
it had plunged into recession for the first time in a decade.
The country posted a record contraction of 12.2 percent for
the April-June quarter, which coincided with a strict lockdown
from March to May. 

The decline follows a 1.6-percent contraction in the first
three months of 2020, confirming New Zealand is in recession.
But there was optimism that the stage had been set for a
strong recovery. “Going hard and early means that we can
come back faster and stronger,” finance minister Grant
Robertson said. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg holds a sign reading ‘School strike for Cli-
mate’ as she protests in front of the Swedish Parliament Riksdagen in Stockholm. — AFP 


