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KUWAIT: The National Assembly is expected to conclude its
current four-year term after two sessions next week to debate
two grillings against the prime minister, the Assembly speaker said
yesterday. Marzouq Al-Ghanem said that the session on Tuesday
will be devoted to the grilling of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah over allegations of mismanagement
and violations. The session on Wednesday will be devoted to de-
bating and approving some laws, Ghanem said. 

“Then, the Assembly term will be closed depending on the de-
velopments of the premier’s grillings” he said. MPs Abdulkarim
Al-Kandari and Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei filed separately to grill the
PM two weeks ago over alleged failure to run the country in the

face of the coronavirus pandemic and financial policies.  Ghanem
also lashed out at opposition MP Mohammad Al-Mutair for crit-
icizing the speaker over deleting some of Mutair’s statements
made during the grilling of the interior minister. He said he deleted
what he described as improper statements in the speech. 

Closing the Assembly term comes just two months before gen-
eral elections expected to be held in November-end, and which
are being described as very crucial. They come amid rife specu-
lations by social media activists that leading opposition members
and former MPs who have been living in self-exile in Turkey for
the past two years are expected to be allowed to return home.
Meanwhile, the number of MPs who have so far tested positive
for the coronavirus rose to 11. The health ministry is scheduled to
test all MPs tomorrow. 

Number of COVID positive MPs rises to 11

Assembly to conclude term 
after debating PM grillings

Expat detained while
departing at airport
KUWAIT: An Indian expat who disappeared as she was
leaving Kuwait has been detained by Kuwait immigration au-
thorities. The 63-year-old woman, from the Udupi district of
Karnataka state, called her daughter on Sept 12, the day she
was scheduled to fly home after working in Kuwait for 28
years as a domestic helper. On the call she mentioned that
there was a problem with her immigration and her daughter
has not heard from her since. The reason for her detention is
unknown. 

Second US airman dies
on airbase in Kuwait
KUWAIT: In the space of 72 hours, two airmen deployed to
Kuwait have died in separate vehicle mishaps. Staff Sergeant
Ronald J Ouellette, 23, of Merrimack, New Hampshire, died Sept
14 in a single-vehicle ATV crash on the flight line at Ali Al Salem
Air Base, Defense Department officials announced Wednesday.
The incident was not combat-related and is under investigation.

The tragedy closely follows the death of another Massachu-
setts-based airman deployed to Kuwait. On Sept 12, Senior Air-
man Jason Kai Phan, 26, was killed in a “single-vehicle
noncombat-related” accident while he was conducting a patrol
around the perimeter of Ali Al Salem. That incident, which left two
other airmen injured, is also under investigation. Phan was from
Anaheim, California, but was stationed at Hanscom Air Force Base,
Massachusetts.

Ronald J Ouellette

Zain takes part in
biggest cleanup
campaign
KUWAIT:  Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its participa-
tion in ‘Let’s Do it Kuwait’, the biggest na-
tional cleanup volunteer campaign in the
history of Kuwait. The event coincides with
World Cleanup Day on Sept 19, and will wit-
ness the participation of thousands of volun-
teers. Zain’s participation in the campaign
comes as part of its extended partnership
with Alnowair, the non-profit initiative that
aims at bringing positive, social behavioral
change in Kuwait.

Zain’s presence in this national campaign,
considered the biggest of its kind, comes in
line with its Corporate Sustainability and So-
cial Responsibility strategy, through which the
company is keen on supporting such innova-
tive initiatives that contribute to reflecting a

positive image of the Kuwaiti society. By tak-
ing part in this campaign, Zain also reflects the
values of its own brand; “A Wonderful World”,
which the company is keen on effectively im-
plementing within the community. 

‘Let’s Do it Kuwait’, organized by Alnowair
in line with World Cleanup Day, mainly aims
at promoting and enriching the importance of
preserving the environment and keeping
Kuwait clean. The campaign will feature the
participation of over 2000 volunteers, includ-
ing many ministers, undersecretaries, public
and private sector leaders, global organiza-
tions, ambassadors, and more. The campaign
is set to cover Al Jahra and Al Ahmadi Gov-
ernorates, and will witness high levels of com-
mitment and implementation of official health
guidelines to protect participants from
COVID-19.  

Zain’s extended partnership with Al-
nowair, a non-profit initiative that aims at
bringing positive, social behavioral change
in Kuwait all year round, comes to affirm
the company’s extreme keenness in sup-
porting such national efforts that aim at
promoting positive change and spreading

values within members of the society. 
Alnowair is an initiative driven to spread

positive attitudes and happiness within all age
groups and all sectors of the community
through the organization of events, activities,
and campaigns all year round. Alnowair’s ef-
forts are centered around encouraging a
more positive lifestyle and creating positive
environments that drive positive change, ul-
timately imprinting a positive impact within
participants. 

MoH opens drive-thru 
test station in Subhan
KUWAIT: The ministry of health will open a drive-through poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) testing station in Subhan on Sunday,
an MoH official said yesterday. The new station, to open upon in-
structions of Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah, will con-
duct swab tests and is part of the MoH’s efforts to conduct as
many tests as possible to contribute to curbing the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic, Dr Fahad Al-Qemlas, Director of Public
Health, told KUNA.

The new station will start receiving people at 5:30 pm in its
initial operation phase while an assessment of the service takes
place, he said, before increasing working hours. People wishing
to undergo swab tests can make an appointment through the min-
istry’s website: www.moh.gov.kw. This tool will start working with
the operation of the Subhan testing facility. The objective of the
appointment is to avoid crowds, he said. —KUNA


