
FM hosts Iraqi speaker 
 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and acting Defense Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah received yester-
day Iraqi Parliament Speaker Mohammad Al-Halbousi, accompa-
nied by a delegation on a three-day official visit to Kuwait. The 
two sides discussed bilateral relations and regional and interna-
tional issues, the foreign ministry said in a statement. Upon his ar-
rival on Wednesday, Halbousi was received by National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and many legislators, including Iraq 
Ambassador to Kuwait Al-Manhal Al-Safi.  —KUNA
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KHARTOUM: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) vol-
unteers have set up a camp to shelter those affected by tor-
rents and floods in the Wawise area north of Khartoum. In 
a statement to KUNA, KRCS Director General Abdulrah-
man Al-Aoun said that they began distributing food and 
shelter aid in the Wawise region in coordination with the 
Sudanese Red Crescent Society, noting that it is considered 
one of the areas most impacted by torrential floods.  

Aoun added that this relief aid is the start of more aid, 
which includes shelter materials such as tarpaulins, mos-
quito nets, floor mattresses, blankets, cooking tools and hy-
giene supplies. KRCS’ field team has plans and assessed 
requirements for the rest of the affected areas, as the dis-
aster impacted over half a million people and left several 
dead and injured, he said.  

He explained that the field team continues to inspect the 
affected people due to the floods, in addition to continuing 
to implement various relief programs, pointing out that they 
have been informed of the situation. The hospitals were also 
examined and were provided medicines and health supplies 
under the supervision of the Sudanese ministry of health 
and the Sudan Red Crescent Society. 

Sudanese authorities warned of the repercussions of the 
floods and declared a state of emergency countrywide for 
a period of three months. Additionally, authorities also de-
cided to consider Sudan a natural disaster area after the in-
crease in rains and the rise of the Nile River to a record 
level on Sept 6 in Khartoum. According to the Sudan Hu-
manitarian Aid Commission, over 557,000 people have 
been affected in 17 out of 18 states, as the rains and floods 
killed 100 people, injured 50 others, collapsed over 111,000 
homes, destroyed 1,700 hectares of farmland and killed 
5,500 livestock.  —KUNA

KRCS establishes camp  
for Sudan flood victims

Lebanon receives  
food, medical  
aid from Kuwait 

 
BEIRUT: Lebanon received Wednesday a convoy of 
six truckloads of food and medical supplies donated 
by Kuwait to the Lebanese people. Speaking to 
KUNA, Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) legal 
department Director Musaad Al-Enezi stated that the 
trucks were loaded with food and medical aid, in ad-
dition to two transportation cars granted to the 
Lebanese Red Cross to support people who suffered 
losses due to the devastating blast that occurred in 
Beirut on Aug 4. He added KRCS personnel were co-
ordinating with Kuwait’s embassy in Beirut and the 
Lebanese Red Cross to deliver aid to all needy people 
after examining residents’ needs in several districts of 
the capital.  —KUNA 

Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) sets up a camp and distributes food in 
northern Khartoum. —KUNA

Iraqi FM: Ties  
with Kuwait  
are excellent 

 
BRUSSELS: The new foreign minister 
of Iraq Fuad Hussein yesterday under-
lined his country’s commitment to con-
tinue on the path of developing good 
relations with Kuwait and other Gulf 
countries. “We have good relations with 
Gulf countries and we want to continue 
this,” he told a press conference in the 
Brussels Press Club. Hussein noted that 
the first foreign minister to visit Bagh-
dad when he was appointed was from 
Kuwait, followed by the Saudi foreign 
minister, and an Iraqi delegation visited 
Kuwait and Riyadh recently. 

“We have an excellent relationship 
and we are also cooperating on how to 
face COVID-19,” he said. There is sup-
port from Kuwait, from Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf countries to the Iraqi 
health sector, he added. On his first of-

ficial visit to Europe as Iraqi foreign 
minister, Hussein said he started his trip 
from Berlin, then to Brussels and from 
there he will go to Paris. Germany 
holds the current EU Presidency. 

“It is important for us to inform our 
European colleagues, friends and the 
public opinion about what is going on 
in Iraq and the region,” he said. On 
Wednesday, the Iraqi foreign minister 
met NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg as well as EU High Repre-
sentative Josep Borrell and EU parlia-
mentarians, and yesterday met the 
Belgian foreign minister.  

He said that NATO can play an im-

portant role by training Iraqi forces 
and discussions about ties with the al-
liance will continue. He said Iraq is fac-
ing several challenges including the 
COVID-19 crisis and collapse of oil 
prices. Hussein noted that another 
major challenge Iraq faces is the fight 
against the so-called Islamic state. He 
said IS has collapsed due to military 
defeat, but yet “we see ISIS here and 
there and they are trying to reorganize 
themselves inside Iraq and Syria. Their 
ideological threat remains.” 

Hussein said that the main task of 
the new government in Baghdad is to 
plan and have early elections next 
year. “This democratic process is con-
tinuing in Iraq,” he said. The Iraqi for-
eign minister said with neighboring 
countries including Iran, “we want to 
have a balanced relationship and we 
are asking them to respect the sover-
eignty of Iraq and not to interfere in 
Iraqi internal affairs”. “The decision in 
Iraq must be in the hands of the Iraqi 
people,” he said, stressing that Iraq is 
trying to keep away from regional and 
international tensions. —KUNA 

Fuad Hussein

A truck carrries food and medical supplies donated by Kuwait to the 
Lebanese people.

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets 
Iraqi Parliament Speaker Mohammad Al-Halbousi yesterday. —KUNA


