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Kuwait rushes medical aid to  
Lebanon as death toll tops 135

SEE PAGES 6 & 10

The Lebanese flag is projected on the 
Kuwait Towers in a show of solidarity with 
Lebanon. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat



Allow me to start with a prayer that Almighty Allah 
help our brothers and sisters in the beloved coun-
try of Lebanon to recover from the horrible events 

that took place earlier this week, and may peace prevail 
all over the region. 

I hope all of our dear readers had a good Eid break, 
are in good health, and had a chance to communicate with 
their kinfolk while minding the necessary precautions to 
protect against the “gruesome” COVID-19 pandemic. 
These are trying times for us and Allah will reward us bet-
ter with His grace - that is for sure. 

Many have written about traffic problems and dilem-
mas, and many have blamed the streets, engineers, traffic 
men and so on. I, for the sake of argument, will say that 
some of those claims have merit, but that is not my point. 
What about us motorists?! Do we bear any responsibili-
ty? Do we contribute to the problem? And is it possible 
that we are arrogantly ignorant? 

With the subject on my mind, I drove to work on 
Tuesday. My normal drive time is about 30 minutes, but 

this time it took me 67 minutes! I had my ears and eyes 
wide open, and was shocked at the number of drivers who 
did everything other than the right thing. Many held their 
mobiles in their hands and were texting and maybe chat-
ting while driving on the highway, and some were not 
aware that they were slowing the traffic.  

At the exit from Route 30 to the Fifth Ring Road, there 
was an accident, and if that was not enough, a good num-
ber of drivers were coming to a complete stop at the exit 
to look at what was going on, and they almost caused 
accidents, in addition to blocking the traffic. 

There are many crossroads in Shuwaikh industrial area, 
where I was stuck in the worst traffic accident in months. 
Many big and small vehicles drive on the streets, which is 
OK, but what is not OK is that many drivers do not pay 
attention to any traffic signs, nor do they observe rules at 
crossroads, and this creates total chaos. Policemen are 
then dispatched to handle the situation, which is not an 
easy task. 

I said it before and I say it now - it is the attitude that 

needs adjustment. Drivers must shed the notion that if I 
do not go past the driver in front of me, whatever the cir-
cumstances, then I am not a good driver! If I do not go at 
the speed of a race car on emergency lanes causing grav-
el to fly like missiles - cracking windshields and creating a 
hazardous situation - then I am not a good driver!  

If I do not drive at the speed of 180 kmph in the far left 
lane, then suddenly swerve right at an exit without regard 
to what may happen with other motorists, then I am not a 
good driver! If I do not use my mobile and text my family 
and friends, then I am not a good driver! 

Traffic laws in Kuwait are sufficient and are being 
applied at a good rate, but it is not possible to have a traf-
fic policeman at every turn and corner. So I suggest the 
traffic department sends traffic violators to school - yes 
school - to rehabilitate them to become good drivers and 
test them, provided that their driving licenses are sus-
pended until they successfully complete their traffic 
course! 

Will there be something like this? I hope so!
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Boats are anchored in a marina on Arabian Gulf Street. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Abdellatif Sharaa

local@kuwaittimes.com

Traffic: A never-ending soap opera 



After months of lockdowns and curfews, Kuwait is slowly 
returning to normality - if there remains such a thing 
anymore - in gradual phases. Taxis were among the lat-

est services to resume operations, curfew hours have been 
eased, and to the delight of shopaholics, mall timings have 
been extended. 

But salons and barbershops remain closed - they are only 
scheduled to reopen in the final phase. But take a look at peo-
ple around you and you will find many of them with fresh or 
recent haircuts. Turn on the TV and all the officials are well-
coiffed with neatly trimmed facial hair. This begs the question: 
Where is everyone getting their hair cut?! 

Of course it is no secret that hairdressers these days are 
providing home services to make ends meet. Salons have been 
closed for more than four months now, and it is normal that 

people who work in them have to do something to survive, as 
most of them are not being paid for sitting at home. But in 
these times of social distancing, it seems irresponsible to bring 
an outsider to your home to cut your hair and that of your chil-
dren, considering you have to be in close proximity to the bar-
ber, who may have cut the hair of any number of other people 
before coming to your home. 

Nevertheless, people are getting their locks shorn by roam-
ing barbers - who have become a part of the informal ‘gig’ 
economy in Kuwait, mostly run by expats. While it is common 
in other countries for people to work part-time jobs to supple-
ment their incomes, the strict sponsorship system in Kuwait 
makes it very difficult for expats to legally make money on the 
side - for instance by driving for ride-sharing or delivery apps 
or running home businesses.  

But this doesn’t mean it’s not done. When taxis were off the 
roads, private cars ferried people around, despite this being a 
crime punishable by deportation in Kuwait. Home-based nurs-
eries, daycare centers and creches can be found all over the 
country. Maids have been working by the hour in households 
in Kuwait for decades, when they are only allowed to work for 
their sponsors. Not to mention an entire army of car washers 
who make sure your vehicle is spotless when you leave for 

work early in the morning. 
Go to any building and you will find scores of business 

cards and scrawled phone numbers of carpenters, electricians, 
plumbers, AC technicians and satellite dish installers. Add to 
this other assorted repairmen, handymen and construction 
workers who openly sit on the curb waiting for daily jobs. And 
on Eid Al-Adha, butchers - some experienced, some oppor-
tunists - can be seen peddling their services, despite warnings 
from the Municipality.  

In many areas, both residential and commercial, hawkers 
selling everything from fruit and fish to mobile accessories and 
clothes are engaged in a daily game of cat-and-mouse with 
municipal teams. Crackdowns on makeshift markets that spring 
up in densely populated areas are regularly announced. Online 
too is a grey area, with thousands of people selling or barter-
ing goods and services.  

There is no denying that rules are meant to be followed for 
the safety of all residents and to maintain law and order in the 
country. Commercial activities that are conducted legally are a 
major source of income for the government too, in the form of 
taxes and other levies. But sometimes the authorities turn a 
blind eye to certain benign activities - even inspectors need 
haircuts!
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Of haircuts and survival games
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By Ben Garcia

Fintas Park is an oasis in the middle of the desert, with
huge trees and a playground where people walk, jog
and enjoy the greenery. Mia, a Japanese woman who

lives down the lane, walks daily to the park to pick up trash,
facemasks and gloves discarded by visitors. She said she
is not doing a favor to anyone, as this is part of her culture. 

“This is a small way of giving back to the community
where I have lived for years - this place gives me happi-
ness and to many people around here. Keeping it neat and
clean is not hard work - it’s a normal thing to do,” Mia, who
is in her early 50s, told Kuwait Times. 

Mia said she cannot leave the place until she is able to
contribute something. Along with picking up the trash, Mia
also feeds stray and abandoned cats foraging for food. “In
the morning, I bring canned food to give to the cute cats in
the park. Now I have several babies expecting me every
day - the cats! My happiness is unmatched in seeing these
cats happy and enjoying the food. They need to live too,”
she said. 
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Mia is married to a Briton who works in the oil sector. “I
normally stay at home, so I thought I can be more produc-
tive if I use my free time feeding the cats and cleaning the
park. I don’t do it for anyone - I am doing it because I know
it’s the right thing to do. In my country, we don’t throw plas-
tic bottles or any other rubbish in the park. We need to love
the place where we live and be happy,” she said.

Mia’s actions have not gone unnoticed by people fre-
quenting the park. Bassam, a Syrian English teacher, has
only praise and admiration for this Japanese lady. “We
should all be like her. She doesn’t need to do what she’s
doing since the park has cleaners. She is not an ordinary
woman - she deserves our full respect. She has brought her
culture of discipline to Kuwait and that is amazing. I am
also guilty of sometimes throwing things and taking my sur-
roundings for granted. She’s not just doing a favor to the
environment, but imparting some important lessons we
should all learn,” Bassam said.

Sometimes, children join Mia in picking up the trash
throughout the garden. “Several Kuwaitis who come to me
and say ‘thank you’. I tell them that this is a small act of
kindness and that we should all be doing it. I tell them I
need no praise for it,” she said. 
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Lebanon receives medical aid 
from Kuwait, first from abroad 

KRCS launches donation campaign for Lebanon, sends aid plane
KUWAIT/BEIRUT: Lebanon received on
Wednesday the first batch of aid from abroad
which is a shipment of medical supplies provided
by Kuwait and transported through a plane be-
longing to Kuwait Air Force. In a statement to
KUNA, the advisor to the Lebanese Minister of
Health Dr Hussein Muhaidly, on behalf of the min-
ister, offered thanks and gratitude to the Kuwait
government and people for this humanitarian ges-
ture, clarifying that it’s not strange for Kuwait to
always be the first in offering help and standing
besides Lebanon. 

Muhaidly stressed the strength of relations be-
tween the Kuwaiti and Lebanese peoples, hoping
that the coming days will bear all the good for the
two brotherly countries. Assistant command of
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Air Base Lt Col Abdulaziz
Al-Loghani said in a similar statement that Kuwaiti
assistance includes medical beds, wheelchairs,
respirators, medications, dressings and masks. He
expressed sorrow over the “tragic accident that
afflicted sisterly Lebanon”, offering his condo-
lences to the Lebanese people. 

KRCS sends relief aid
Yesterday, a plane carrying 36 tons of relief ma-

terial took off from Abdullah Al-Mubarak Air Base
for Beirut as part of the Kuwait Red Crescent So-
ciety’s (KRCS) efforts to help Lebanon overcome
the aftermath of blast in the capital city’s port. The
relief materials included medicines, wheelchairs,
children’s milk and blood bags. In a statement to
KUNA, Chairman of KRCS Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said
this effort was carried out in line with the directives
of HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

He explained KRCS’s team will enhance its
field presence in Lebanon to oversee the distri-
bution of medical and relief materials in cooper-
ation with the Kuwaiti embassy in Lebanon and
the Lebanese Red Cross, meet the needs of those
affected and help their efforts in these extraor-
dinary circumstances. In his statement, he ex-

plained that KRCS will coordinate with the
Lebanese Red Cross to deliver medicines to hos-
pitals urgently, noting that volunteers from KRCS
are ready to distribute medical and relief material
to affected people. 

In this regard, Dr Sayer expressed his thanks
to the Kuwaiti ministries of defense and interior
for contributing to the success of the humanitar-
ian mission. He affirmed KRCS’ keenness to par-
ticipate in the humanitarian mission undertaken
by Kuwait in light of the directives of HH the
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to provide the nec-
essary support and assistance to those affected
by the explosion in Beirut Port. 

He explained that the society’s efforts in
Lebanon are a duty towards the Lebanese peo-
ple, expressing his wishes that this assistance will
contribute to alleviating the suffering of those af-
fected by the recent events. Sayer offered his
deepest condolences to the victims of the explo-
sions and wishes for the safety and speedy re-
covery of the wounded. 

Donation campaign
KRCS announced Wednesday that it organized

a donation campaign through its official website

for the benefit of the brotherly Lebanese people.
Sayer said in a statement to KUNA that prepara-
tions are underway to mark the launch of the first
air bridge planes to transport medical and human-
itarian aid to Lebanon, which is in urgent need for
medical supplies. 

Sayer said the donation campaign on KRCS’
website will contribute to providing medicines,
wheelchairs, infant formula and medical supplies.
He stressed that the campaign came out of the
Kuwaiti Red Crescent’s sense of responsibility to-
wards the brotherly Lebanese people, expressing
deep thanks to donors who support the efforts of
the humanitarian society. 

Sayer indicated that a team of volunteers will
go to Lebanon to determine the necessary needs

and provide all capabilities in cooperation with the
embassy of Kuwait in Beirut and the Lebanese
Red Cross. He explained that KRCS is one of the
“most capable agencies” to deliver relief assis-
tance to the afflicted, due to the high experience
and continuous work of its personnel in the hu-
manitarian field, which has gained it the compe-
tence and ability to intervene quickly and
effectively organize the crisis management. 

He called on citizens, residents, businessmen and
the private sector to make a donation to support
the Lebanese people and return smiles to their chil-
dren again. Dr Sayer stressed that the government
and people of Kuwait stand with the Lebanese
people in such difficult situations, praising the ef-
forts being made to support them. — KUNA

KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
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KUWAIT: Minister of Education Saud Al-
Harbi confirmed Wednesday that the health of
students and workers at the ministry is a con-
cern to him and that any decision taken is only
in accordance with this concern. He said that
every country has dealt with the epidemic ac-
cording to its economic, political and educa-
tional capabilities. 

The education ministry’s plan focuses on
vital issues, such as ending the 2019-2020
school year for the 12th grade, in addition to
determining the calendar for the new school
year that will start on Oct 4. Harbi drew atten-
tion to activating the virtual classroom system.
The evaluation for 12th grade students after the
decision to cancel the written tests is based on
25 percent for attendance and absence, 25 per-
cent for participation and interaction, 25 per-
cent for duties and 25 percent for reports
submitted by students. 

He referred to the ministry’s preparations to
complete the studies of 12th grade students, as
all curricula were uploaded to the MoE web-
site in PDF format, which are accessible to stu-
dents. All accounts have been activated,
preparing awareness programs on how to use
the programs for students, teachers and par-
ents, as it can be used across various smart de-
vices, Harbi added. 

On the ministry’s preparations for the com-
ing academic year, Harbi mentioned that
kindergarten and first grade to third grade
learners should not deal with remote education;

instead they need asynchronous learning. 
Starting from Sunday, Kuwait TV will broad-

cast recorded classes, including up to 849 lec-
tures for all subjects, while a schedule is being
prepared to record the first semester of the
new academic year, he indicated. He explained
that the accounts activated on the educational
portal are of 457,220 students, 73,415 teachers
and 10,203 technical supervisors and depart-
ment heads. Also, ministry leaders can enter the
portal and follow work progress. 

A ministerial decision has also been issued
to reduce 25 percent of fees of private schools
approved for the 2019-2020 academic year.
Harbi explained that the majors offered for the
2020-2021 are the same majors that were of-
fered during the 2019-2020 academic year,
which are open from now, and every student
can obtain approval from any recognized uni-
versity. Registration for scholarships will be
open for all students of private and public ed-
ucation from September 1 to 30, he said, point-
ing out that 90 percent will be allocated to
students of general education and 10 percent
for special education students. MoE has pre-
sented a detailed plan, including the countries,
specializations and conditions on its website. 

The board of trustees of private universities
decided to reduce 20 percent of fees and
higher education scholarships for students
studying at their expense. Harbi spoke about
the status of the study at Kuwait University,
saying that studies will resume for the remain-

der of the second semester of the 2019-2020
academic year on Aug 9 and will end on Sept
24, followed by a period of tests, in addition to
setting up an exceptional summer semester to
help students graduate. He added that the first
semester of 2020-2021 will start on Dec 6 and

end on April 3, 2021. He presented the steps
taken by the Public Authority for Applied Ed-
ucation and Training, from formulating a train-
ing plan, collecting scientific content, training
faculty and starting work on implementing vir-
tual classes. — KUNA 

PM: We will
spare no effort,
money for best
education 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on
Wednesday said the government has great
responsibilities and challenges in tackling
the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on edu-
cation, stressing the government “will spare
no effort and money in providing suitable
educational conditions for students”. This
came in his speech at the National Assembly
session to discuss a request submitted by
some MPs on issues related to public, pri-
vate and higher education. 

“With the cooperation of the National
Assembly, the government will go a long
way and will pass through the least dam-
ages, and that is its responsibility,” the prime
minister said.  The government will continue
to work and strive to provide better condi-

tions for student education without delay, he
stressed. Kuwait has capabilities to be that
we are proud of, and did that within a short
period by exchanging views with those con-
cerned in the Gulf, Arab and countries
worldwide, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added. 

The premier referred to a statement is-
sued by United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on Tuesday saying that
the coronavirus pandemic has caused “the
biggest disorder” in education systems
around the world in history. Guterres
warned the world of facing disaster of gen-
erations that could waste human potential
and undermine decades of progress. 

Kuwait has communicated with the
Gulf, Arab, Islamic, world countries and
international organizations to learn about
their experiences and benefit from their
experiences on how to deal with the
health crisis in this regard, in addition to
sharing the local experience, the PM
added. The responsibility of executive
and legislative authorities is shared to-
wards education, as the government is
keen to present the educational plan to
the National Assembly to take advantage
of the views of representatives regarding
the future of students, he said. —KUNA 

Harbi: MoE decisions based 
on students’ health concerns 

Virtual classroom system activated • KTV to broadcast classes

KUWAIT: Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi addresses a session of the National Assembly on Wednesday. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is seen during a session of the National Assembly on
Wednesday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat



Moms can approve 
children’s surgeries  

 
 

KUWAIT: In a tweet, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
said mothers are now allowed to give permission for their chil-
dren’s surgery or in other emergency situations. Either parent can 
give approval unless it is an urgent surgery - doctors are then al-
lowed to perform it without waiting for permission.  

 
Officer killed cleaning gun 

A Kuwait Army first lieutenant was killed when his gun acci-
dentally went off while he was cleaning it in his house in Saad Al-
Abdullah, said security sources. Case papers indicate that 
detectives responded and immediately rushed to the citizen’s 
house accompanied by paramedics. The man was already dead 
when they arrived. Initial investigations showed the officer was 
cleaning his gun when it went off by accident. A case was filed 
and further investigations are in progress. — Al-Rai 

 
Son threatens to kill mom 

A female citizen called Jahra police requesting immediate 
protection from her son who had insulted and threatened to 
kill her before damaging the furniture and all electrical appli-

ances in the house. Security sources said the crying mother 
provided detectives with information about her son, who is in 
his twenties. A case was filed and the son is being summoned 
for further investigations. — Al-Rai
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By B Izzak 
  
KUWAIT: In a 12-hour marathon session, the 
National Assembly formed a three-member 
panel to investigate the Malaysian fund corrup-
tion scandal and passed several laws, but re-
jected a draft law that allows reducing salaries 
of employees in the private sector due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The amendments to the 
labor law in the private sector sought to allow 
employers to reduce the salaries of their staff by 
up to 50 percent and ask them to take unpaid 
leave in a bid to cut costs during the pandemic. 
But MP Abulkarim Al-Kandari said the proposed 
law allows companies to cut salaries retrospec-
tively, which violates the constitution, adding 
that the bill impacts some 600,000 employees 
in the private sector who draw high salaries and 
does not provide protection for some 72,000 
Kuwaitis in the private sector. 

Scores of companies have already fired 
thousands, cut salaries of most of their employ-
ees and forced many to take unpaid leave 
among other measures to counter the financial 
impact of the coronavirus. During the debate, a 
number of MPs urged the government to accel-
erate the appointment of Kuwaitis and to reduce 
the number of expats in the country. MP Safa 
Al-Hashem said that many senior expat advisors 
are still occupying key posts in the government, 
including the Council of Ministers, “exposing 
the country’s confidential information”. She 
called to replace them with Kuwaitis. 

The Assembly approved amendments to the 
rent law, giving the right to tenants to delay 
payment of rent or ask the court to make pay-

ments in installments as a result of the coron-
avirus. The amendments make it more difficult 
for landlords to evict tenants. MPs also passed 
a law on the right to obtain information but ex-
cluded military or sensitive information. They 
also passed a law imposing tougher penalties 
for domestic violence. 

The Assembly also debated the corruption 
scandal of the Malaysian sovereign fun case 
which is being investigated by the public prose-
cution. Following the debate, the Assembly 

elected a three-member parliamentary investi-
gation committee to probe the corruption scan-
dal. The elected MPs are Safa Al-Hashem, 
Shuaib Al-Muwaizri and Awdah Al-Awdah. The 
committee was given two months to submit its 
report to the Assembly. Minister of State for Na-
tional Assembly Affairs Mubarak Al-Harees told 
MPs that the case is under investigation by the 
public prosecution and asked them while speak-
ing not to mention names or information that 
could impact the investigation. 

MP Kandari said the case is a real test of the 
government’s determination to fight corruption, 

adding that the case began four years ago when 
the account of the main suspect received $1.2 
billion with no action taken by the supervisory 
authorities. He said the main suspect was re-
leased on bail despite having a private jet, and 
inquired if a former senior official is involved in 
the case. MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah wondered 
why the case was first exposed from abroad 
and not by the country’s supervisory authori-
ties like the financial intelligence unit (FIU) and 
banks themselves. 

MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei said the post of the 
head of FIU has remained vacant for the past 
two years after the previous chief resigned, 
adding that three banks reported inflated ac-

counts of some persons without any move by 
the Central Bank. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said 
the government complaint on the case is not 
complete. MP Hashem said the case had been 
shelved in Kuwait for years but the government 
was forced to reopen it after the US attorney 
reported it. MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said he be-
lieves there are other major corruption cases in 
which high-profile people are involved and 
warned that sanctions could be imposed on 
Kuwait. HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah called on MPs not to in-
volve the country in such corruption cases, in-
sisting that only individuals are involved in 
these cases and will be held to account.

Assembly rejects changes  
to labor law to cut salaries 

Tenants can delay rent payment • Tougher penalties for domestic violence 

Panel to probe  
Malaysian  

fund scandal KUWAIT: MPs attend a session at the National Assembly on Wednesday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Firefighters remove an iron ring stuck in a girl’s finger 
in Salmiya. 
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LONDON: Lebanese come together for a vigil held at Kensington gardens in central London to honor the victims of the Beirut blast.  —AFP

BEIRUT: Lebanese rescue teams pulled out bodies and hunted for miss-
ing people yesterday from the wreckage caused by a massive warehouse
explosion that sent a devastating blast wave across Beirut, killing at least
135. Prime Minister Hassan Diab declared three days of mourning from
yesterday as early investigations blamed negligence for the explosion at
Beirut port, which has left tens of people missing and injured more than
5,000 others.

Up to a quarter of a million people were left without homes fit to live in,
officials said, after shockwaves smashed building facades, sucked furniture
out into streets and shattered windows miles inland. The death toll was ex-
pected to rise from the blast, which officials blamed on a huge stockpile of
highly explosive material stored for years in unsafe conditions at the port.
One doctor, his own head bandaged like those of his patients, described
the scene as “Armageddon”. “Wounded people bleeding out in the middle
of the street, others lying on the ground in the hospital courtyard,” said Dr
Antoine Qurban outside Hotel Dieu Hospital in central Beirut.

The explosion was the most powerful ever in Beirut, a city still scarred
by civil war that ended three decades ago and reeling from an economic
meltdown and a surge in coronavirus infections. The blast rattled buildings
on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus, about 100 miles away. “No words
can describe the horror that has hit Beirut last night, turning it into a disas-
ter-stricken city,” President Michel Aoun said in an address to the nation
during an emergency cabinet session.

Aoun said 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate, used in fertilizers and bombs,
was stored for six years at the port after it was seized. The government was
“determined to investigate and expose what happened as soon as possible,
to hold the responsible and the negligent accountable,” he said.

An official source familiar with preliminary investigations blamed the
incident on “inaction and negligence”, saying “nothing was done” by com-

mittees and judges involved in the matter to order the removal of haz-
ardous material. The cabinet ordered port officials involved in storing or
guarding the material to be put under house arrest, ministerial sources
said. Officials have not confirmed the origin of an initial blaze that sparked
the explosion, although a security source and local media said it was
started by welding work.

‘Collapse of Lebanon’
For many, the blast was a dreadful reminder of the 1975-1990 civil war

that tore the nation apart and destroyed swathes of Beirut, much of which
had since been rebuilt. Ordinary Lebanese, who have lost jobs and watched
savings evaporate in the country’s financial crisis, blamed politicians who
have overseen decades of state corruption and bad governance.

“This explosion seals the collapse of Lebanon. I really blame the ruling
class,” said Hassan Zaiter, 32, a manager at the heavily damaged Le Gray
Hotel in downtown Beirut. Relatives gathered at a cordon to Beirut port
seeking information on those still missing as the search continued. Many of
those killed were port and custom employees, people working in the area
or those driving nearby during the Tuesday evening rush hour. Some victims
were hurled out to sea by the powerful blast.

The Red Cross was coordinating with the Health Ministry to set up
morgues as hospitals were overwhelmed. Health officials reported that hos-
pitals were running out of beds and equipment to attend to the injured.
Beirut’s Clemenceau Medical Center was “like a slaughterhouse, blood cov-
ering the corridors and the lifts,” said Sara, one of its nurses.

Beirut Governor Marwan Abboud told Al Hadath TV that collective
losses from the blast might reach as high as $15 billion, including indirect
losses related to business. “This is the killer blow for Beirut, we are a disaster
zone,” said Bilal, a man in his 60s, in the downtown area. The World Bank

Group said on Wednesday it would work with Lebanon’s partners to mo-
bilize public and private financing for reconstruction and recovery. It was
unclear what effect the disaster would have on the country’s difficult ne-
gotiations with the International Monetary Fund, however.

Offers of international support poured in. Gulf Arab states, who in the
past were major financial supporters of Lebanon but recently stepped back
because of what they say is Iranian meddling, sent planes with medical
equipment and other supplies. Turkey said it would send 20 doctors to help
treat the injured, as well as medical and relief assistance. Iraq pledged fuel
aid, while Iran offered food and a field hospital.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei tweeted: “We sympa-
thize with the dear Lebanese citizens and stand by them in the painful
tragedy of the Beirut port explosion ... Patience in the face of this incident
will be a golden leaf of honor for Lebanon.” The United States, Britain and
other Western nations, which have been demanding political and economic
change in Lebanon, also offered aid. Germany, the Netherlands and Cyprus
offered specialized search and rescue teams. Two French planes were ex-
pected to arrive with specialist rescue personnel and equipment, and Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron was due to visit yesterday.

Food security
“This is a catastrophe for Beirut and Lebanon,” Mayor Jamal Itani told

Reuters while inspecting damage. The port district was left a tangled wreck,
disabling the nation’s main route for imports needed to feed a nation of
more than 6 million people. The country’s main grain silo at the port was
destroyed in the blast and Beirut Governor Abboud said a crisis might de-
velop without international intervention. Lebanon was already struggling
to house and feed refugees fleeing conflict in neighboring Syria and has
no trade or other ties with its only other neighbor Israel. —Agencies

Beirut reels from huge blast as death toll climbs

Lebanon ‘Armageddon’ death toll tops 135
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BEIRUT: The colossal explosion that devastated
Beirut’s port and gutted entire neighborhoods of the
Lebanese capital deals a fresh blow to an already
fragile and deeply unpopular government.
Lebanon’s ruling elite was already under enormous
pressure from a protest movement that rejects it as
inept, corrupt and beholden to the country’s myriad
sectarian groups rather than the national interest.
With public anger now boiling over the epic de-
struction caused by a disaster blamed on official
negligence, in a country choking from its worst ever
economic crisis, what will be the political impact?

On the government   
Prime Minister Hassan Diab’s government, billed

as technocratic line-up when it was launched in Jan-
uary, is seen as subservient to the party of President
Michel Aoun and his Hezbollah allies. In weeks of
talks, the cabinet has failed to reached a deal with
the International Monetary Fund on a rescue pack-
age for Lebanon, which defaulted on its debt earlier
this year. Battling runaway inflation, mass unem-
ployment and rising poverty, the government is al-
ready fraying at the edges. This week Nassif Hitti
resigned as foreign minister to protest a lack of will-
ingness to tackle much-needed reforms, warning
that Lebanon risked becoming a “failed state”.

Maha Yahya, director of the Carnegie Middle
East Center, argued that “in any other country, the
government would resign” after such deadly blasts.
“Irrespective of how this explosion came to happen
there is absolute criminal neglect.” Security officials
told AFP that huge quantities of highly explosive
ammonium nitrate had been stored for years in a
rundown warehouse and that the hazard was known
to the authorities. “The catastrophe, while excep-
tionally severe, is the result of business as usual in
Lebanon,” Faysal Itani, a deputy director at the
Center for Global Policy, wrote in The New York

Times. “There is a pervasive culture of negligence,
petty corruption and blame-shifting endemic to the
Lebanese bureaucracy, all overseen by a political
class defined by its incompetence and contempt for
the public good.” Nonetheless, in the context of ex-
treme geopolitical polarisation in the region, espe-
cially between arch foes the United States and Iran,
the government’s sponsors might seek to preserve
it at all costs. “Despite popular anger... a resignation
still seems unlikely just now because there is no
clear alternative,” said Karim Bitar, a professor of
international relations in Paris and Beirut.

On the protest camp   
An unprecedented nationwide and cross-sec-

tarian protest movement that erupted on October
17 had looked at one stage like it could topple the
hereditary ruling elite. The euphoria faded however
as change failed to materialize and the combination
of economic hardship and the coronavirus pan-
demic left the popular revolution in tatters.

Bitar predicted that Tuesday’s tragedy would
give the protest camp “a second wind”. “The
Lebanese will be more determined than ever to

make a political class which is corrupt to the bone
accountable,” he said. But Yahya argued that many
among the protest camp could also see the port
blast as the last straw that convinces them to leave
the country for good, joining Lebanon’s massive di-
aspora. The government announced a two-week
state of emergency with immediate effect on
Wednesday, which could also foil any plans for mass
protests in the short term.

On Hezbollah    
The Tehran-backed movement, the dominant

political player in Lebanon, appealed for unity and
its leader Hassan Nasrallah has postponed a tele-
vised address initially slated for Wednesday
evening. “They will also be held accountable be-
cause they are part and parcel of the governing
system,” said Yahya. Hezbollah’s influence on the
running of the port is known to the public and will
reflect badly on the organization, she said. Stran-
gled by US sanctions, the Shiite movement is also
bracing for the upcoming verdict in the trial over
the 2005 assassination of former prime minister
Rafic Hariri.—AFP 

The political
fallout from 
Lebanon blast

TEL AVIV: The city hall in the Israeli coastal city of Tel Aviv is lit up in the colors of the Lebanese national flag in solidarity - a day after a devastating blast at the port of Lebanese’s capital, in Israel’s latest gesture
towards a country with which it is technically at war. — AFP 

Israel square bathed in Lebanese colors 
A rare show of support over Beirut blast
TEL AVIV: The red, white and cedar green of the
Lebanese flag were lit up over a Tel Aviv square on
Wednesday in a rare show of Israeli solidarity with
Beirut as it reels from a devastating explosion. Is-
rael has been in a technical state of war with
Lebanon for generations, and it deems the coun-
try’s armed Shi’ite Muslim group Hezbollah, backed
by Iran, the biggest threat across its northern bor-
der. Israel and Hezbollah fought a month-long war
in 2006 and have traded fire again in recent weeks.

But, arguing that “humanity comes before any
conflict”, Tel Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai ordered City
Hall on Rabin Square, named for the late Israeli
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, to be illuminated with
the Lebanese flag on Wednesday evening. “Our
hearts are with the Lebanese people following this
terrible tragedy,” Huldai wrote on Twitter. At night-
fall, windows on the 13-storey building’s facade
were filled with light in the design of Lebanon’s
flag: two horizontal red stripes enveloping a wider

band of white, with a large green cedar tree -
Lebanon’s national symbol - at the centre.

The decision drew criticism from some Israelis,
including cabinet minister Rafael Peretz, who on
Twitter likened it to “raising (an) enemy state’s flag
in the heart of Tel Aviv”. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Israel had offered aid to Lebanon
after the massive warehouse explosion in the port
district of the capital Beirut on Tuesday that killed
at least 135 people and injured over 5,000.

Lebanon has not responded to the overture, ac-
cording to an Israeli defense official, who sug-
gested that Israel with UN support could “set up
and operate field hospitals on our side of the bor-
der and admit casualties from Lebanon”. In the Is-
raeli-occupied West Bank, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas declared Wednesday a day of
mourning and ordered Palestinian flags in the ter-
ritory lowered to half mast in solidarity with
Lebanon.—Reuters
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WASHINGTON: While Europe tightened virus re-
strictions to face the threat of a second wave of
COVID-19, US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday found himself in the crosshairs of
Facebook and Twitter because of a video in which
he claims children are “almost immune” to the new
coronavirus. The worldwide death toll crossed
700,000 as the two US social media giants took
action against Trump for spreading what they
called “misinformation” about the virus.

Several European countries and cities reim-
posed tighter restrictions, including a “wake-up
week” in Greece and new face mask and quaran-
tine rules elsewhere. The US tallied another 1,262
deaths and 53,158 cases Wednesday, marking
157,930 total deaths and more than 4.8 million
cases - making it by far the worst-hit country in
the world. A total of 703,640 deaths have been
recorded so far around the world, according to an
AFP tally compiled from official sources as of 0300
GMT yesterday. Europe remains the hardest-hit
region with 211,764 fatalities, but the number of
deaths is rising fast in Latin America, with 208,329
deaths recorded.

Announcing the re-introduction of restrictions
in Greece, government spokesman Stelios Petsas
told Mega TV: “We are trying to awaken people
with messages and daily announcements on addi-
tional measures,” citing travel, social gatherings

and public transport as major spreading concerns.
Restrictions reimposed on the northeast Scottish
city of Aberdeen included the closure of all indoor
and outdoor hospitality venues starting late
Wednesday as First Minister Nicola Sturgeon re-
ferred to what could become a “significant out-
break.”

Toulouse in southwest France made face masks
compulsory, with more French cities expected to
follow suit. And Germany included Belgium’s
Antwerp province on its list of regions requiring
arriving travelers to quarantine for 14 days unless
they can show a negative virus test. In Belgium, one
of the country’s biggest meat processing plants,
Westvlees, sent 225 staff home to quarantine after
a cluster of coronavirus cases was discovered.

Switzerland added mainland Spain to a quaran-
tine list of 46 countries as well as Singapore and
Romania. In the Netherlands, similar mask-wearing
measures came into force in Rotterdam and in
some busy neighborhoods of Amsterdam, including
its famous red-light district.

In an extraordinary move late Wednesday,
Facebook removed a video clip about the virus
from Trump’s account.  It was the first time the so-
cial network has taken down one of the president’s
posts for violating its content rules - for “claims
that a group of people is immune from COVID-19
which is a violation of our policies around harmful

COVID misinformation,” a Facebook spokesperson
told AFP. Twitter meanwhile said it had blocked
Trump’s official campaign account, also for a “mis-
information” violation over a tweet containing the
same video, in which Trump made the case for re-
opening US schools starting in September.

Soon thereafter, the @TeamTrump account was

active, suggesting the contested video had been
taken down. Also in the United States, New York
mayor Bill de Blasio, announcing new checkpoints
at access roads into the city, said: “We’re not going
to let our hard work slip away and will continue to
do everything we can to keep New Yorkers safe
and healthy.”—AFP 

Europe fears 2nd wave; Trump 
takes heat for ‘misinformation’

Worldwide COVID death toll crosses 700,000

DALLAS: The caskets holding the bodies of Lola M Simmons-Jones and her daughter, Lashaye
Antoinette Allen, who both died of coronavirus, are placed next to one another before burial at
Lincoln Memorial Cemetery in Dallas, Texas. — AFP 

SAO PAULO: Five months after confirm-
ing its first case of the new coronavirus,
Brazil is fast approaching the bleak mile-
stone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-
19, a tragedy experts blame on the
country’s lack of coherent response. It
will be just the second country to cross
that grim threshold, after the United
States, where the death toll is now over
150,000.

“It’s a tragedy, one of the worst Brazil
has ever seen,” said sociologist Celso
Rocha de Barros, as the number of infec-
tions in the sprawling South American
country approached three million-also
the second-highest in the world, after the
US. Brazil confirmed its first case of the
new coronavirus on February 26: a Sao
Paulo businessman returning from a trip
to Italy.

The country of 212 million people reg-
istered its first death on March 16. “At
that point, Brazil was more or less getting
organized to deal with the pandemic,”
said Paulo Lotufo, an epidemiologist at
the University of Sao Paulo. But then, po-

litical chaos ensued. Far-right President
Jair Bolsonaro condemned the “hysteria”
around the virus and railed against deci-
sions by state and local authorities to im-
pose stay-at-home measures to contain
it, arguing the economic damage would
be worse than the disease.

Meanwhile, the country’s infection
curve exploded. Chilling images emerged
from Sao Paulo of six-minute speed buri-
als by grave-diggers clad head-to-toe in
protective gear and mass plots excavated
by bulldozers in the Amazon city of Man-
aus. The curve has plateaued in recent
weeks, but at a high level: Brazil has reg-
istered an average of around 1,000
deaths per day for more than a month.
The toll stood at 2.9 million infections and
97,256 deaths late Wednesday. The coun-
try appeared to be on track to record its
100,000th death at the weekend.

‘Face up to it’ 
A fervent advocate of the drug hy-

droxychloroquine against COVID-19 -
despite a lack of evidence for its effec-

tiveness-Bolsonaro churned through two
health ministers in less than a month, after
falling out with them over the response to
the pandemic. The post is now held on an
interim basis by an army general with no
prior medical experience.

The president meanwhile has contin-
ued to downplay the virus, even after
catching it himself last month. He was
forced into quarantine for three weeks.
“Nearly everyone here is going to catch
it eventually. What are you afraid of?
Face up to it,” he said after emerging
from isolation.

The message from the Bolsonaro gov-
ernment has been “the exact opposite” of
what it should have been, said Barros.
“Lockdown is difficult. It has to be coor-
dinated by a leader with political credi-
bility,” he told AFP. “You have to explain
to people that it’s hard, but necessary to
avoid a massacre.” Instead, most Brazilian
states started exiting lockdown in June,
under pressure from Bolsonaro and de-
spite warnings from experts that it was
too soon.—AFP 

Brazil adrift; virus toll nears 100,000

ANKARA: Turkey has expressed concern over the rising number of
coronavirus cases as the daily infection toll exceeded 1,000 for the
second day in a row on Wednesday. Ankara has eased most of the
restrictions that were in place since the first case was recorded in
March, rising to a peak of more than 5,000 daily infections in April.
But after nearly a month of daily cases numbering around 900, Turk-
ish Health Minister Fahrettin Koca said 1,178 infections were recorded
in the past 24 hours. Koca urged citizens on Wednesday to take pre-
cautions to avoid further increases.

“We’re CONCERNED about the increase in the number of cases,
previously limited to some provinces, spreading in the coming days
throughout the country,” he also said on Monday, which saw 995
confirmed cases. The next day Turkey recorded 1,083 infections. The
total number of deaths now stands at 5,784 and infections at 236,112.

Koca said at the weekend that the “first wave reached the
beaches” as Turks and foreign tourists take to the country’s famous
turquoise coast, especially during the Muslim Eid al-Adha holiday
last week. The outbreak appeared to have worsened in the capital
Ankara, the second most populous city in Turkey after Istanbul. The
Ankara Medical Chamber (ATO) on Tuesday said “pandemic hospi-
tals and their intensive care units in Ankara were 100 percent full”
and unable to take in new COVID-19 patients. — AFP

Fears grow in Turkey 
as daily coronavirus 
cases top 1,000
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Athens Muslims fear mosque 
delay after Hagia conversion

Turkey turns Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia museum back to a mosque
ATHENS: After Turkey turned Istanbul’s Hagia
Sophia museum back to a mosque, Muslims in
Athens fear their own official place of worship, de-
layed for over a decade, will be held back again.
The project to open a state-sanctioned mosque in
Athens, the only European capital that does not
have one, was launched in 2007. But it immediately
ran into strong opposition from the influential Or-
thodox Church, as well as from nationalist groups.

“I think after this incident, it might be even more
difficult to open the official mosque that we have
awaited for ten years,” says Imam Atta-ul Naseer,
who runs a makeshift mosque in a central Athens
apartment. An architectural marvel of the 6th cen-
tury, the Hagia Sophia Byzantine basilica was con-
verted into a mosque in 1453 after the capture of
Constantinople by the Ottomans. In 1934, the
founder of the Turkish Republic, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, turned the monument into a museum as a
symbol of secular Turkey. But in July, a top Turkey
court ruled that Hagia Sophia could be reconverted
into a mosque.

‘A mosque is a mosque’ 
“I think a mosque should remain a mosque. It

should not become a church or whatever. Just as
Christians expect Hagia Sophia to remain a church,
Muslims expect the same,” says Imam Naseer. The
official mosque in Athens, without a minaret and
under the supervision of the Greek state, is ex-
pected to open by the end of autumn in the indus-
trial district of Elaionas, northeast of Athens.  But

in the meantime, to meet the requirements of a
Muslim community of nearly 300,000 people, nu-
merous makeshift mosques, in apartments, base-
ments and even sheds, have been created in past
years.

Naseer believes that historic Ottoman mosques
in Athens, like the one on the central Monastiraki
square which has been transformed into a museum,
could have served as a place of worship for Mus-
lims. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
himself proposed this to Greek leaders in the past.
But the subject is delicate in a country which was
occupied by the Ottoman Empire for centuries, be-
fore regaining its independence in the 19th century.

Anti-Turkish sentiment 
In Greece, anti-Turkish sentiment remains

strong and the current tension between the two
countries over migration and energy exploration in
the eastern Mediterranean reinforces this animos-
ity. “In Greek hearts, the Muslim is still associated
with the Turkish invader”, notes Naseer.

Living in Greece for the past seven years, the
Pakistan-born imam has faced racism and some-
times even violence by neo-Nazi militants. “But in
general, Christians and Muslims live together
peacefully,” he says. In an attempt to regulate the
makeshift mosques, the Greek state sets strict op-
erational rules. Operators must register the name
of the religious representative and his background,
the number of regular worshippers and the estab-
lishment’s sources of income. 

The prayer hall must also meet safety stan-
dards, which include having a fire alarm, sanitary
facilities and an emergency exit. “The procedures
are complicated and take time. Few mosques have
obtained permits from the ministry,” Naseer says.
In the Pakistani quarter of Athens, a green door
stands out in a shopping lane: the entrance to the
Al Jabbar Mosque.  Bangladeshi Imam Abu Bakr
proudly points to the coveted ministry document,
pasted on a wall.

“Since 2017, we have been operating legally,”

he says. “The official mosque that the Greek state
wants to open is far from the centre of Athens
where many Muslim refugees live and can only ac-
commodate 350 people anyway.” “Unofficial
mosques that become legal, like ours, will therefore
remain necessary to Muslims who wish to practice
their faith in Athens,” Abu Bakr notes.  The only
mosques dating from the Ottoman era that are cur-
rently operating in Greece are located in the border
region with Turkey, in Thrace, where a Turkish mi-
nority of 150,000 people live. —AFP 

AYODHYA: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said “golden his-
tory” was written Wednesday as he launched construction of a new
Hindu temple at a flashpoint religious site that has sparked some of
the country’s bloodiest sectarian violence. The colorful ceremony
in Ayodhya, with Modi surrounded by saffron-clad priests, came on
the first anniversary of the removal of the special status enjoyed by
divided Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority region. 

For his Hindu nationalist supporters, both steps confirm Modi as
a decisive, visionary and heroic leader - and India’s most important
in decades. His critics see him as remoulding the officially secular
country of 1.3 billion as a Hindu nation at the expense of India’s 200
million Muslims, and taking it in an authoritarian direction.

“Modi has certainly been India’s most transformative leader in
recent memory,” Michael Kugelman, from the Wilson Center, told
AFP, making him “wildly popular, but also highly controversial and
quite divisive”. The holy city of Ayodhya in northern India has long
been a religious tinderbox, providing the spark for some of its worst
sectarian violence. In 1992, a Hindu mob destroyed a centuries-old
mosque there that they believed had been built on the birthplace of
Ram, an important deity.

This triggered religious riots that killed 2,000 people, most of
them Muslims. A lengthy legal battle ensued, but in November
India’s top court awarded the site to Hindus, allowing a temple
“touching the sky” to be built on top of the ruined mosque. Wednes-
day’s elaborate religious ceremony, involving priests in saffron
masks, bricks made of silver and 135 living saints, was broadcast
live on television. Images that appeared to show how the temple
would look like when completed were displayed in New York’s
Times Square. 

Crackers and dancing 
Small celebrations took place across India including in Pune

where people danced around a Ram statue and in Amritsar where
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) youth members burned crackers. Modi,
69, sharing a stage with the head of the RSS militaristic hardline
Hindu group, compared the building of the temple to India’s struggle
for independence from Britain. “Just as 15 August (Independence
Day) symbolises the untiring tenacity, millions of sacrifices and the
fervent desire for freedom... similarly this day reminds of the sacri-
fice made by several generations... for the Ram temple,” he said.

“A wait that lasted centuries is ending today. Golden history has
been scripted.” Modi’s biographer, Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, told
AFP earlier that the premier was looking to “make his position per-
manently in history” on the strength of this temple. Further cement-
ing his place in the country’s annals is his action on Kashmir, divided
between India and Pakistan since 1947 and the spark of two wars
and much bloodshed. The BJP had long seen the special status en-
joyed by the part of Kashmir controlled by India as a historical
wrong, and on August 5 last year, Modi abolished it.—AFP 

Modi writes ‘golden 
history’ - launching 
Hindu temple 

ATHENS: Muslims who live in Greece, wear protective face masks as they pray at a mosque in Athens.
After Turkey turned Istanbul’s iconic Hagia Sophia museum back to a mosque, Muslims in Athens
fear their own official place of worship, delayed for over a decade, will be held back again. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egypt’s public prosecutor said Wednesday it has ordered an
investigation into a gang rape allegation at a luxury hotel in Cairo in
2014 that surfaced on social media last month. “The Public Prosecu-
tion received a letter from the National Council for Women, accom-
panied by a complaint filed by one of the women who endured sexual
abuse by several people at the Fairmont Nile City Hotel in Cairo in
2014,” the public prosecutor said in Wednesday’s statement. Attached
to the complaint lodged Tuesday “were testimonies from people with
knowledge about the incident,” the prosecutor added. Results of the
investigations will be announced “in due time,” the statement said.

The alleged assault, which took place at a five-star Cairo hotel,
involved a group of six men said to have drugged and raped a young
woman, according to social media accounts. Names and pictures of
the accused, who hail from wealthy families, have circulated widely
online but AFP has been unable to verify their authenticity. Egypt’s
National Council for Women condemned retaliatory threats made
against women exposing sexual misconduct last week. The council
“stands by every woman and girl exposed to any... threat by providing
all necessary support”, it said.—AFP 

Egypt investigates 
alleged gang rape 
at luxury hotel
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LAGOS: Henry Okolo has grown accustomed to 
using his phone to stay in touch with God during 
the coronavirus pandemic. He uses an app every 
Sunday morning to listen to a virtual service in 
Nigeria’s commercial capital, Lagos. Okolo, a fa-
ther-of-two, has used it to help his family pray at 
home following the closure of churches in March. 
Lagos state, with more than 15,000 confirmed in-
fections and about 200 deaths, has the largest 
share of Nigeria’s about 45,000 COVID-19 

cases. The O’Sanctus app, created last year by 
Nigerian tech firm Applus Dome Limited, allows 
Catholics to attend virtual services, reserve time 
with priests and make financial offerings. “It made 
so many things easy for us,” said Okolo. 

It is part of a broader trend across Africa 
which has seen people worshipping remotely, 
often by watching sermons online, because of 
the widespread closure of churches. The clo-
sures have played a crucial role in the battle to 

stop the novel coronavirus taking hold across 
Africa, which has the highest number of Chris-
tians of any continent - 631 million people as of 
2018, or 45% of the continent’s population - ac-
cording to the Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity. O’Sanctus, originally launched as a 
church management tool for one parish, covers 
four digitized parishes and has garnered more 
than 3,000 subscribers. 

Mercedes Otakponmwenhi, who runs Applus 

Dome Limited, said the app was set up with the 
aim of digitizing parts of church activities with-
out realizing that the highly infectious virus 
would force people to worship from home. In a 
push to ease restrictions, authorities in Lagos 
last week said places of worship can re-open 
from Friday, Aug 7. But the need for digital wor-
ship is not over. Places of worship can open for 
services only once a week, and at no more than 
50% capacity.—Reuters

Nigerian startup helps local  
churches digitize operations

Nigeria registers about 45,000 COVID-19 cases

Dozens of  
anti-Buhari  
protesters arrested  

 
ABUJA: Nigerian police have arrested dozens 
of protesters demanding better governance 
from President Muhammadu Buhari’s adminis-
tration, activists and lawyers said. But police 
said the protesters were arrested for breach-
ing COVID-19 rules on social distancing. The 
security forces moved in as peaceful demon-
strations called by the #RevolutionNow 
Movement took place in cities across Nigeria, 
including the capital Abuja and economic hub 
Lagos, said the campaigners. “In Abuja, the 
police fired teargas to disperse the demonstra-
tion and in the process, many people were in-
jured,” protest leader Deji Adeyanju told AFP. 

“A total of 62 protesters were arrested 
from two protest locations in Abuja but they 
were released later,” he said. Human rights 
lawyer Femi Falana confirmed their release. 
Adeyanju referred to 20 other protesters 
being held in Lagos, the nation’s largest city 
with over 20 million inhabitants. They were ar-
rested in the Ikeja area of the city during a 
peaceful protest, he said. “The arrest was ba-
sically for the violation of COVID-19 proto-
cols,” Abuja police spokesman Anjuguri Jesse 
Manzah told AFP. 

He said the police had only cautioned the 
suspects on the need to comply with virus 
safety measures before releasing them. Or-
ganizers said Wednesday’s protest also 
marked the first anniversary of the demonstra-
tion called by Omoyele Sowore, an activist 
and publisher of online media group Sahara 
Reporters. It did not in the end, go ahead, be-
cause Sowore was arrested two days before 
the event, and later charged with treason for 
calling for a revolution against the govern-
ment. He was released in December.—AFP

Pandemic: In Kenya,  
alarm over ‘rise in  
teen pregnancies’  

 
NAIROBI: Sixteen-year-old Linnet covers her face bashfully, mumbling into 
her hands as she recounts how she met the young man who bought her fries and 
gave her money, before leaving her pregnant and facing even greater poverty 
than before. She is one of thousands of teenagers who fall pregnant every year 
in Kenya, a problem experts fear is worsening during the coronavirus pandemic, 
with some girls pushed into transactional sex to survive while others have more 
sex as they stay home from school. 

Shortly before the pandemic hit Kenya in March, Linnet’s farmer parents in 
western Busia sent her to Nairobi to find a job as they could no longer afford 
her school fees.  She moved in with her sister, her sister’s husband — the sole 
breadwinner — and their two small children in a tiny corrugated-iron room in 
the Kibera slum. Food was scarce and the advances of the 22-year-old boda-
boda (motorbike taxi) rider, and the luxuries he offered, were hard to resist. 

“He would buy me some fries, shoes and also give me some money,” said Lin-
net, her dress of brightly-colored flowers stretched tight against her four-month 
pregnant belly. She said she had asked him to wear a condom, but he had removed 
it during intercourse. He has demanded she terminate the pregnancy, and the ro-
mance has dissipated. “I am too young to be pregnant and now I am going to be 
a mother to a kid,” she said. “A child needs porridge, milk, money. I feel bad.” 

 
‘The tip of the iceberg’  

Kenya has long grappled with high teen pregnancy rates. However numbers 
had fallen from 82 pregnancies per 1,000 girls between the ages of 15 and 19 in 
2016, to 71 per 1,000 in 2017, according to Save the Children. Last month, figures 
from a leaked health ministry document showing thousands of girls had fallen 
pregnant during lockdown between March and May led to fierce debate on so-
cial media. In Nairobi alone almost 5,000 girls fell pregnant, just over 500 of 
them between the ages of 10 and 14, according to the figures from a data unit 
within the ministry. 

Both President Uhuru Kenyatta and his Health Minister Mutahi Kagwe have 
mentioned the rise in teen pregnancies during addresses to the nation. “Teenage 
motherhood is a catastrophic, disempowering outcome in the life of a girl. More 
often than not it spells doom to the teenager’s attainment of life’s full potential,” 
Kagwe said last month. Evelyne Opondo, senior Africa regional director at the 
Centre for Reproductive Rights, said evidence of an uptick in pregnancies di-
rectly linked to the pandemic was still “anecdotal”. 

However she believed the numbers are merely “the tip of the iceberg” as most 
girls do not seek proper ante-natal care. She said teen pregnancies were likely 
increasing during the pandemic because girls were idle at home, or “engaging 
in relationships for survival”. Some children get free lunches or free sanitary tow-
els at schools, which will remain closed until at least 2021. Being home also places 
an added burden on parents who may have lost their jobs. 

“So the young girls will turn to men who will be providing them with pocket 

money, money for pads,” Opondo said.  “We have seen this even before the virus 
so you can imagine how much worse it must be.” Oriema Otieno, a 30-year-old 
doctor in Embakasi on the outskirts of Nairobi, says he has seen more pregnant 
girls than usual at his clinic, which is run by a reproductive health NGO. “Normally 
with schools open and teens in school we see two in every three months. Now 
there has been a rise, about seven to eight in one month in this community.” 

 
No sex education  

According to Opondo, one of the main drivers of teen pregnancy is ig-
norance. “We know that in Kenya there is no comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation... a lot of girls lack information on how to prevent unintended 
pregnancies,” she said.  Implementing comprehensive sexuality education in 
Kenya is a persistent challenge, drawing fierce pushback from religious in-
stitutions and conservative groups. 

A 2017 analysis by the Guttmacher Institute found that, while various policies 
exist to provide sexual education in Kenya, topics are limited and do not include 
information on contraception. It noted that “messages conveyed to students were 
reportedly fear-inducing and judgemental or focused on abstinence, emphasizing 
that sex is dangerous and immoral for young people.” Meanwhile, the topic is 
taboo at home. “Let us not lie to ourselves, our kids are having sex,” said Ritah 
Anindo, 22, a youth advocate for the NGO Reproductive Health Network Kenya. 

“Now children are at home, they are not studying. Rich kids, probably they 
are having online classes but kids in (poor communities), what are they doing?” 
Anindo said.  “Our kids are idle so what do you expect at the end of it all? 
Teenage pregnancies, new HIV infections, unsafe abortion.” For many girls like 
Linnet, hopes of ever returning to school will be fully dashed once they give birth.  
“Most of them will not be able to go back to school... it requires a lot of support, 
financial support, emotional support,” Anindo said. “We may have more teenage 
pregnancies than COVID cases and it is so sad.” —AFP

NAIROBI: Linet (left), 16, who is around 3 months pregnant covers her face with a hands 
during an interview with her sister Carol (in mirror), 22, at her sister’s home in Raila 
slum, next to Kibera slum in Nairobi. —AFP
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Coronavirus leaves Amazon  
more vulnerable than ever 

Indigenous communities ‘could face annihilation without help’ 
MONTEVIDEO: The indigenous peoples of the 
Amazon have already seen their homelands rav-
aged by illegal deforestation, industrial farming, 
mining, oil exploration and unlawful occupation of 
their ancestral territories. Now, the coronavirus 
pandemic has magnified their plight, just as the 
forest fires are raging once more. The Amazon, the 
world’s largest tropical rainforest, is a vital re-
source in the race to curb climate change-it spans 
over 7.4 million square kilometers.  

It covers 40 percent of the surface area of 
South America, stretching across nine countries 
and territories: Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 
French Guiana, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and 
Venezuela. Around three million indigenous peo-
ple-members of 400 tribes-live there, according 
to the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization 
(ACTO). Around 60 of those tribes live in total 
isolation. The following is a look back over at how 
the novel coronavirus spread through the Amazon 
jungle, and how those communities are handling 
the crisis. 

 
Isolated but not protected 

In mid-March, panic struck Carauari, in west-
ern Brazil.  Carauari is home to one of the most iso-
lated communities in the world, and is only 
accessible by a week-long boat ride from Manaus, 
the nearest major city. At first, the virus was seen 
as a threat that was well removed from the multi-
colored houses on stilts that overlook the Jurua 

river, a tributary of the Amazon. But the announce-
ment of the first case in Manaus, the regional cap-
ital of Amazonas state, quickly sowed panic in the 
community. 

No one in Carauari had forgotten how diseases 
brought by European colonizers ripped through 
the native populations in the Americas, nearly 
eliminating them altogether due to their lack of im-
munity. “We’re praying to God not to bring this 
epidemic here. We’re doing everything we can-
washing our hands often, like they tell us on TV,” 
said Jose Barbosa das Gracas, 52. The first con-
firmed case amongst Brazil’s indigenous popula-
tion was confirmed in early April: a 20-year-old 
health care worker from the Kokama tribe, who 
lived near the Colombian border. She had worked 
with a doctor who also tested positive. 

 
Calls for help 

Sensing the mounting threat, indigenous lead-
ers and celebrities sounded the alarm, warning that 
Amazonian indigenous communities could face an-
nihilation without help. “There are no doctors in 
our communities. There is no protective gear to aid 
prevention,” Jose Gregorio Diaz Mirabal, the 
elected leader of the collective of Amazon indige-
nous organizations, said in late April. For Yohana 
Pantevis, a 34-year-old inhabitant of Leticia, in 
Colombia’s Amazonas state, “falling ill here is al-
ways scary, but now we’re more afraid than ever.” 
Brazilian-born photojournalist Sebastiao Salgado, 

known for his work in the Amazon, warned of the 
“huge risk of a real catastrophe.” 

“If the virus gets into the forest, we don’t have 
a way to get help to them. The distances are so 
huge. The indigenous people will be abandoned,” 
said the 76-year-old. “I call that genocide-the 
elimination of an ethnic group and its culture,” he 

said, accusing the government of Brazil’s far-right 
President Jair Bolsonaro of anti-indigenous poli-
cies. In early June, iconic indigenous leader Raoni 
Metuktire accused Bolsonaro of wanting “to take 
advantage of this disease.”  “He’s saying, ‘Indians 
have to die, we have to finish them off’,” he told 
AFP in an interview.—AFP  

PORTEL, Brazil: Photo shows an aerial view of health personnel of a medical emergency response 
service carrying Brazilian Eladio Lopes, 79, - infected with the new coronavirus - on a stretcher to be 
transferred on an ambulance boat from the community of Portel to a hospital in Breves. — AFP  

PARIS: Intensive farming makes future pandemics 
such as COVID-19 more likely as wild animals car-
rying diseases known to infect humans are forced 
into increasingly close contact with us, research 
showed Wednesday.  Writing in the journal Nature, 
a team of researchers from University College Lon-
don warned that animal pathogens are increasingly 
likely to make the leap to humans as land use changes 
benefit animal hosts. The United Nations estimates 
that three quarters of land on Earth has been severely 
degraded by human activity since the start of the in-
dustrial era.  

An insatiable surge in food consumption means 
that one third of all land and three quarters of all fresh 
water is given over to agriculture. Land used for 
farming is expanding every year, often to the detri-
ment of natural havens such as forests, home to wild 
animals that carry numerous diseases from which hu-
mans can fall ill.  The UCL team looked at more than 
6,800 ecological communities from six continents 

and found that animals known to carry pathogens - 
such as bats, rodents and birds - are more common 
in landscapes intensively used by humans. They said 
their findings show a clear need to change how we 
exploit land in order to reduce the risk of future pan-
demics.  “The way humans change landscapes across 
the world, from natural forest to farmland, has con-
sistent impacts on many wild animal species, causing 
some to decline while others persist or increase,” said 
Rory Gibb, from UCL’s Centre for Biodiversity and 
Environment Research. “Our findings show that the 
animals that remain in more human-dominated envi-
ronments are those that are more likely to carry in-
fectious diseases that can make people sick.” 

More than half of agricultural land increase is 
being carved out of Earth’s forests, according to the 
UN’s biodiversity panel.  COVID-19, which has in-
fected more than 18 million people and killed more 
than 700,000, is almost certain to have originated in 
animals before passing to and spreading among hu-
mans. The novel coronavirus is just one of several 
deadly viruses that have made the leap from animals, 
which carry thousands of types of microbes that may 
be harmful to humans. And as the disease reservoir 
gets squeezed ever tighter, the risk of leaks rises. Re-
search co-author Kate Jones said the findings 
showed how governments should view agriculture 
and food supply as intrinsically linked to human 
health. —AFP  

Intensive farming  
heightens COVID  
risk, study says 

TEXCOCO: At an orphanage in pandemic-stricken 
Mexico, the nuns water down milk and eke out food 
for the children-victims of violence, poverty, and 
now the economic fallout from the coronavirus. 
Even before donations began drying up because of 
the disease, it was a struggle for Mother Ines de 
Maria Piedras and her sisters to keep the shelter lo-
cated in Texcoco, in central Mexico, running. 

Now the Casa Hogar San Martin De Porres y 
Juan XXIII is facing a critical situation. Largely de-
pendent on state resources that were already insuf-
ficient before the virus struck, the orphanage has 
lost several benefactors due to the pandemic. 
“Many of them were left without work, so they 
stopped their donations until further notice,” 
Mother Ines told AFP. Since 1965 the shelter has 
welcomed children who have suffered from mis-
treatment, sexual abuse or the sudden disappear-
ance of their parents. 

Currently 65 children and teenagers live there. 

Due to sanitary measures prompted by the virus, 
the nuns cannot take in more children, or receive 
visitors from companies or groups that used to 
bring donations each Saturday. A sign at the door 
says clothes and toys are no longer accepted, al-
though some benefactors continue to leave what 
food they can spare. “The situation worries us a lot 
because we have no economic security,” said 
Mother Ines, 52, standing in a small room full of 
toys.  Most of the children at the orphanage are 
girls. Some of those who have been there long 
enough to see their emotional wounds start to heal 
flash smiles, while nervous newer arrivals keep their 
heads down. Many have been through traumatic 
times. One girl’s father murdered her mother and 
buried her in the yard. 

Two young twins were brought to the shelter 
after their mother simply disappeared. Texcoco, 
where the shelter is located, is 30 kilometers from 
Ecatepec, considered the most dangerous town in 
the country for women. So far this year, the author-
ities have recorded 473 suspected femicides across 
Mexico. The State of Mexico, home to Texcoco, 
leads the way with 63 cases. The children are re-
ferred to the orphanage by the authorities. But the 
$1,500 a month they give the nuns to care for them 
all is barely a quarter of what is needed, said Mother 
Ines, wiping away her tears with her habit during a 
tour of the kitchen.—AFP  

In virus-hit Mexico,  
feeding orphans  
takes a ‘miracle’ 
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WASHINGTON: Herbivores face a higher risk of
extinction than predators, whether they are
mammals, birds or reptiles, according to an ex-
tensive study of 24,500 species both living and
extinct that was published Wednesday. The
paper, which appeared in Science Advances,
suggests herbivores have suffered a higher ex-
tinction rate over the past 50,000 years com-
pared to other parts of the food web and the
trend continues to this day. This contradicts the
idea, based on anecdotal evidence, that preda-
tors are the most vulnerable because they have
extensive home ranges and slow population
growth rates.

The threat is greatest for reptile herbivores,
such as turtles, and large herbivores, like ele-
phants. “There is so much data out there and
sometimes you just need someone to organize it,”
said Trisha Atwood, an ecologist at Utah State
University and the first author of the study. Re-
searchers first looked at modern day extinction
risk patterns among herbivores, omnivores and
predators in mammals, birds and reptiles at dif-
ferent levels of the food web.

They performed the same analysis on species
from the late Pleistocene epoch, beginning 11,000
years ago for Africa, North America and South
America, and 50,000 years ago for Australia. Fi-

nally, they examined how body size and position
in the food web affected the threat status among
22,166 living species. The authors wrote that
though there are probably several reasons for the
trend, certain man made interventions seemed to
affect herbivores more than others. 

“Invasive vertebrates (e.g., rats), insects (e.g.,
fire ants), and plants (e.g., Hottentot fig) have all
been implicated in the decline and even extinc-
tion of several reptiles,” they said. What’s more,
invasive species, pollution and habitat alteration
appeared to affect small herbivorous birds dis-
proportionately.  There are certain exceptions:
predators living in marine habitats did face an el-
evated extinction risk, suggesting they faced ex-
istential pressures than their land-dwelling
counterparts.

Dinosaurs got cancer too 
In another development, a new study that iden-

tifies the first known case of cancer in the crea-
tures shows dinosaurs suffered from the
debilitating disease too. A badly malformed Cen-
trosaurus leg bone unearthed in the Alberta,
Canada badlands in 1989 had originally been
thought by paleontologists to be a healed fracture. 

But a fresh examination of the growth under
a microscope and using a technique also em-

ployed in human cancer care determined it was
actually a malignant tumor. “The cancer discov-
ery makes dinosaurs more real,” study co-author
Mark Crowther told AFP. “We often think of them
as mythical creatures, robust and stomping
around, but (the diagnosis shows) they suffered
from diseases just like people.”

The findings were published in the August
issue of The Lancet Oncology. Most cancers
occur in soft tissues, which are not well-pre-
served in fossil records, noted Crowther, a di-
nosaur enthusiast and chair of McMaster
University’s medical faculty in Canada. “Oddly
enough, under a microscope it looked a lot like
human Osteosarcoma,” he said. “It’s fascinating
that this cancer existed tens of millions of years
ago and still exists today.” Osteosarcoma is an
aggressive bone cancer that still afflicts about
three out of one million people each year.

‘Just part of life’ 
In this horned herbivore that lived 76 million

to 77 million years ago it had metastasised and
likely hobbled the giant lizard, the researchers
said in the study. But neither the late-stage can-
cer nor a predator looking to make a meal out of
slow and weak prey is believed to have killed it.
Because its bones were discovered with more

than 100 others from the same herd, the re-
searchers said, it’s more likely they all died in a
sudden disaster such as a flood, and that prior to
this catastrophe the herd protected the lame di-
nosaur, extending its life.

Lead researchers Crowther and David Evans,
curator of vertebrate paleontology at the Royal
Ontario Museum in Toronto, and their team sifted
through hundreds of samples of abnormal bones
at the Royal Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller, Al-
berta, to find the bone with a tumour, which is
about the size of an apple. The team also used
high-resolution computed tomography (CT)
scans, a multidisciplinary diagnostic technique
used in human cancer care. 

Crowther said dinosaurs would probably have
been at higher risk of Osteosarcoma, which af-
fects youths with fast-growing bones, because
they grew very quickly and big. “In terms of the
biology of cancer,” he said, “you often hear about
environmental, dietary and other causes of can-
cer. Finding a case from more than 75 million
years ago you realize it’s just a part of life.”
“You have an animal that surely wasn’t smok-
ing (a leading cause of cancer in humans) and
so it shows that cancer is not a recent inven-
tion, and that it’s not exclusively linked to our
environment.” —Agencies 

Study: Herbivores face higher 
extinction risk than predators

Dinosaurs got cancer too, say scientists 

Why the fuss? US,
Taiwan and China 
WASHINGTON: Why has the announcement by the
United States of its highest-level visit to Taiwan for
four decades sparked such anger from Beijing? Here
is a recap of the key issues surrounding the delicate
relations between the US, China and Taiwan.

The deep rift between China and Taiwan dates
back to China’s civil war, which erupted in 1927 and
pitted forces aligned with the Communist Party of
China against the Nationalist Kuomintang (KMT)
army. Eventually defeated by Mao Zedong’s Com-
munists, KMT chief Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan,
which was still under KMT control. From there, Chi-
ang continued to claim the entirety of China — just
as the mainland claimed Taiwan. Taiwan’s official
name remains the Republic of China, while the main-
land is the People’s Republic of China.

For years both sides still formally claimed to rep-
resent all of China although that landscape has
changed in recent decades. Since the late 1990s, Tai-
wan has transformed from an autocracy into a vi-
brant democracy and a distinct Taiwanese identity
has emerged. The current ruling party, led by pop-
ular president Tsai Ing-wen, regards Taiwan as a de
facto sovereign nation, not part of China. —AFP

Thousands protest 
in Turkey against 
domestic violence
ISTANBUL: Thousands of women in Turkey took to the streets on
Wednesday to demand that the government does not withdraw from a
landmark treaty on preventing domestic violence. The protests were
the biggest in recent weeks as anger grows over the rising number of
women killed by men in the past decade since the Istanbul Convention
was agreed in 2011. The convention is the world’s first binding instru-
ment to prevent and combat violence against women, from marital rape
to female genital mutilation. Hundreds of women in Istanbul rallied in
support of the treaty, an AFP correspondent said, holding placards say-
ing “Women will not forgive violence”, “Apply the Istanbul Convention”
and “Long live women’s solidarity”.

“Today, throughout Turkey and across political divides, all women
need this convention. We are convinced that, with the strength of the
women’s solidarity, we will prevent the withdrawal,” Benazir Coskun,
31, told AFP in Istanbul. In the Aegean region of Izmir, police intervened
to stop the women’s protest and dozens chose to start a sit-in protest,
women’s rights group Nar Women’s Solidarity said on Twitter. The
group claimed 10 women had been detained. There were also protests
in Ankara and in the southern cities of Adana and Antalya.

The demonstrations began last month after a ruling party official said
the convention was “wrong” and speculated over possible withdrawal.
In recent years, women’s rights groups have accused authorities of fail-
ing to implement law 6284 - created following Turkey’s ratification of
the treaty in 2012 - leaving women vulnerable to violence often by their

partners, husbands or relatives. But for some conservative groups and
individuals, they claim the convention encourages homosexuality and
is a force “destroying” the unity of Turkish families.

The issue has even appeared to divide the President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s family, with one association whose deputy chair is his daugh-
ter Sumeyye supporting the treaty while an organization linked to his
son Bilal has come out against the convention. Rights group “We Will
Stop Femicide Platform” says 146 women were killed by men in the first
half of 2020. The group says 474 women were killed last year while the
figure was 180 in 2010. —AFP

ISTANBUL: Demonstrators wearing protective face masks hold up placards during a
demonstration for a better implementation of the Istanbul Convention and the Turkish
Law 6284 for the protection of the family and prevention of violence against women, in
Istanbul. —AFP



HIROSHIMA: Japan yesterday marked 75
years since the world’s first atomic bomb attack,
with the coronavirus pandemic forcing a scaling
back of ceremonies to remember the victims.
Survivors, relatives and a handful of foreign dig-
nitaries attended this year’s main event in Hi-
roshima to pray for those killed or wounded in
the bombing and call for world peace. But the
general public was kept away, with the ceremony
- instead broadcast online. 

Participants, many of them dressed in black
and wearing face masks, offered a silent prayer
at exactly 8:15 am, the time the first nuclear
weapon used in wartime was dropped over the
city. Speaking afterwards, Hiroshima mayor
Kazumi Matsui warned against the nationalism
that led to World War II and urged the world to
come together to face global threats, like the
coronavirus pandemic. 

“We must never allow this painful past to re-
peat itself. Civil society must reject self-centered
nationalism and unite against all threats,” he said.
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who has
been criticized by some for his attempts to revise
a key pacifist clause of the country’s constitution,
pledged in his address to “do my best for the re-
alisation of a world without nuclear weapons and
peace for all time”.

And UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres,
who addressed the gathering by video message
because of the pandemic, warned that “the only
way to totally eliminate nuclear risk is to totally
eliminate nuclear weapons”. The bomb attack on
Hiroshima killed around 140,000 people, many
of them instantly, with others perishing in the
weeks and months that followed, suffering radi-
ation sickness, devastating burns and other in-

juries. Three days later, the United States
dropped a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki,
where 74,000 people were killed.

‘No one can escape’ 
Many of the traditionally sombre events to

mark the anniversary have been cancelled be-
cause of the pandemic, a global threat that car-
ries an all-too-familiar fear for some survivors,
including 83-year-old Keiko Ogura, who lived
through the Hiroshima bombing. With the out-
break of the virus, “I recall the fear I felt right
after the bombing... no one can escape”, she told

journalists last month.  She too urged people
around the world to recognize the need to fight
common challenges as one. “Whether it’s the
coronavirus or nuclear weapons, the way to
overcome it is through solidarity among
mankind,” she said. The landmark anniversary
this year underscores the dwindling number of
bomb survivors, known in Japan as “hibakusha”,
many of whom suffered physically and psycho-
logically after the attack.

Those who remain were mostly infants or
young children at the time, and their work to
keep the memory of the bombings alive and call

for a ban on nuclear weapons has taken on in-
creasing urgency as they age. Activists and sur-
vivors have created archives of everything from
the recorded testimony of hibakusha to their
poems and drawings. But many fear interest in
the bombings is fading as they recede beyond
the horizon of lived experience and into history.

‘Unspeakable horror’ 
“Just storing a pile of records... is meaning-

less,” said Kazuhisa Ito, the secretary general of
No More Hibakusha Project, an NGO that com-

piles documents and testimonial accounts from
survivors. “What we want is to engage young
people with this issue and exchange views with
them, globally,” he told AFP. The historical assess-
ment of the bombings remains the subject of some
controversy. The United States has never apolo-
gized for the bombings, which many see as having
brought an end to the war. Japan announced its
surrender just days later on August 15, 1945, and
some historians argue the bombings ultimately
saved lives by avoiding a land invasion that might
have been significantly more deadly. — AFP 
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Bomb attack 
on Hiroshima 
killed around

140,000 

Japan marks 75th anniversary 
of Hiroshima atomic bombing

‘We must never allow this painful past to repeat itself’

HIROSHIMA: Hiroshima mayor Kazumi Matsui (right) and representatives of bereaved families take part in a cer-
emony at the Memorial Cenotaph during the 75th anniversary memorial service for atomic bomb victims at the
Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima yesterday. — AFP 

‘State, what state?’ 
Lebanese together in 
solidarity and rage
BEIRUT: In Beirut’s beloved bar districts, hundreds of young
Lebanese ditched beers for brooms on Wednesday to sweep debris
in the absence of a state-sponsored cleanup operation following a
deadly blast. “What state?” scoffed 42-year-old Melissa Fadlallah,
a volunteer cleaning up the hard-hit Mar Mikhail district of the
Lebanese capital. The explosion, which hit just a few hundred me-
ters away at Beirut’s port, blew all the windows and doors off Mar
Mikhail’s pubs, restaurants and apartment homes on Tuesday.

By Wednesday, a spontaneous cleanup operation was underway
there, a glimmer of youthful solidarity and hope after a devastating
night. Wearing plastic gloves and a mask, Fadlallah tossed a shard
of glass as long as her arm at the door of the state electricity com-
pany’s administrative building that looms over the district. “For me,
this state is a dump-and on behalf of yesterday’s victims, the dump
that killed them is going to stay a dump,” she told AFP.

The blast killed more than 110 people, wounded thousands and
compounded public anger that erupted in protests last year against
a government seen as corrupt and inefficient. “We’re trying to fix
this country. We’ve been trying to fix it for nine months but now
we’re going to do it our way,” said Fadlallah. “If we had a real state,
it would have been in the street since last night cleaning and work-
ing. Where are they?”

‘Even a smile’ 
A few civil defense workers could be seen examining building

structures but they were vastly outnumbered by young volunteers
flooding the streets to help. In small groups, they energetically swept
up glass beneath blown-out buildings, dragging them into plastic
bags. Others clambered up debris-strewn stairwells to offer their
homes to residents who had spent the previous night in the open air.
“We’re sending people into the damaged homes of the elderly and
handicapped to help them find a home for tonight,” said Husam Abu
Nasr, a 30-year-old volunteer. “We don’t have a state to take these
steps, so we took matters into our own hands,” he said.

Towns across the country have offered to host Beirut families
with damaged homes and the Maronite Catholic patriarchate an-
nounced it would open its monasteries and religious schools to those
needing shelter. Food was quickly taken care of, too: plastic tables
loaded with donated water bottles, sandwiches and snacks were set
up within hours. “I can’t help by carrying things, so we brought food,

water, chocolate and moral support,” said Rita Ferzli, 26. “I think
everyone should be here helping, especially young people. No one
should be sitting at home-even a smile is helping right now.”

‘This is it’ 
Business owners swiftly took to social media, posting offers to

repair doors, paint damaged walls or replace shattered windows for
free.  Abdo Amer, who owns window company Curtain Glass, said
he was moved to make such an offer after narrowly surviving the
blast. “I had driven by the port just three minutes earlier,” the 37-
year-old said. He offered to replace windows for half the price, but
said he was fixing some for free given the devastating situation for
many families following the Lebanese currency’s staggering deval-
uation in recent months. “I’ve gotten more than 7,000 phone calls
today and I can’t keep up,” said the father of four. “You think the
state will take up this work? Actually, let them step down and leave.”

Outrage at the government was palpable among volunteers,
many of whom blamed government officials for failing to remove ex-
plosive materials left at the port for years. “They’re all sitting in their
chairs in the AC while people are wearing themselves out in the
street,” said Mohammad Suyur, 30, as he helped sweep on Wednes-
day. “The last thing in the world they care about is this country and
the people who live in it.” He said activists were preparing to reignite
the protest movement that launched in October. “We can’t bear more
than this. This is it. The whole system has got to go,” he said. — AFP 
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SEOUL: Even with unemployment spiking as
the coronavirus pandemic swept South Korea in
February, Baek Seung-min asked his wife to quit
her nursing job to help reach a dream they had
spent a lifetime chasing: buying their own apart-
ment. The 35-year-old interior designer said
giving up his wife’s 58 million won ($48,000)
salary would improve their chances of securing
a property after the government introduced a
host of measures aimed at cooling rampant
property prices.

The unusual plan was to cut his wife’s income
for a while so the couple’s annual earnings were
low enough to be eligible for a quota system in
new property developments designed to give
more low-income newlyweds access to housing.
Even so, Baek and his wife decided to settle two
hours west of his Seoul workplace in Incheon,
where borrowing rules were looser and apart-
ments far cheaper.

“Seoul home prices grew way out of reach, we
had to go all the way to Incheon to buy our
place,” Baek said. “The government is crushing
our dreams when they curb loans and tell us not
to buy homes, it enrages me.” Despite more than
20 cooling policies introduced by President
Moon Jae-in’s government, home prices in Seoul
have risen more than 50% since 2017, the fastest
pace in the world, according to statistics site
Numbeo. The surge has dashed the hopes of
many young families and signaled that the “middle
class contract” that helped build Asia’s fourth-
largest economy may have slipped out of reach.

Anger at inequality
When the left-leaning Moon took office in

2017, his central promise was to create a level
playing field for all South Koreans and a society
where hardworking people could raise a family
and afford a home. But tighter mortgage rules
featuring vastly lower loan-to-value ratios, along
with various tax penalties to discourage specu-
lative transactions, are contributing to higher

rents and larger down payment requirements -
hurting those the policies are intended to help.
Mortgage rules for Seoul now cap borrowing at
40% of the value of the home. Pockets of the
glitzy suburb of Gangnam are also subject to a
transaction permit system, meaning sales without
a permit can be made invalid if a purchase is con-
sidered “speculative”.

Critics say such policies mean the “gold
spoon” children of the wealthy can snap up the
best homes with their cash, leaving “dirt spoons”
trapped as second-class citizens - fuelling the in-
equality Moon promised to tackle. While some

families are cutting their incomes to improve their
chances of getting a boost onto the property lad-
der, others are getting divorced on paper to re-
duce real estate taxes or not registering their
marriage to keep separate home-buying applica-
tions, according to two lawyers and a tax ac-
countant Reuters spoke to.

Anger at Moon’s economic policies has wiped
out a surge in his approval ratings from the han-
dling of the coronavirus pandemic, slipping back
to a near nine-month low of 44.5%, according to
a Real Meter survey yesterday. The Presidential
Blue House declined to comment for this article.
On Tuesday, Finance Minister Hong Nam-ki said
stabilizing home prices was the government’s
biggest public welfare policy goal as plans were
announced to add more than 132,000 new homes
in Seoul through 2028.

Middle class ticket
For decades following the 1950-53 Korean

War, South Koreans saw a degree from a top uni-
versity and an apartment in Seoul as the fastest
way to the middle class, which explains why about
three-quarters of household wealth is concen-
trated in real estate. But now, “dirt spoons” who
studied hard and secured white-collar jobs such
as lawyers and interior designers say the cooling
measures Moon introduced have made it impos-
sible for them to buy a property in Seoul even
with a six-figure salary.

It now takes an average Korean household
more than 14 years of income to buy an average

Seoul home, assuming zero expenses. It was 11
years when Moon took office, KB Bank data
shows. Hong Na-ri, a lawyer who rents a three-
bedder with her twin daughters and husband in
Seoul, says her family is priced out of the prop-
erty market. The price of the flat Hong has been
renting in Seoul’s Songpa neighborhood has more
than doubled to 1.8 billion won since she moved
to the area in 2015.

“When I got married (in 2015) I believed
prices will go down...now everyone asks me why
didn’t buy one when I could. It makes me anx-
ious, but there is nothing I can do,” said the 35-
year-old, whose combined household income
ranges from $6,700-$10,000 a month. “It’s not
like I can move outside of Seoul, away from our
babysitter, preschool, and my job.” Moon is try-
ing to fix structural problems in the economy. He
has sought to rein in the powerful chaebol con-
glomerates such as Samsung and Hyundai, which
have seen their profits far outstrip household in-
come growth. 

Tighter mortgage rules were introduced be-
cause the easier credit available under his pred-
ecessor was blamed for initially stoking the
housing bubble. Yun Chang-hyun, a conservative
economist and member of parliament for the op-
position United Future Party, says the govern-
ment’s approach is creating more uncertainty
about future. “More than 20 separate set of meas-
ures without success has caused stress and anx-
iety among people they must buy something now
or never.” — Reuters

Lost Seoul: Middle-class dreams 
spoiled by soaring house prices

Seoul home price surge the fastest in the world 

Anger wipes
out Moon’s

approval 

N Korea on flood
alert;  heavy rain 
kills 16 in South
SEOUL: Days of heavy rain could cause
flooding or landslides across North Korea,
officials warned, as the South said yester-
day 16 people had died in the downpours
lashing the peninsula. North Korea is par-
ticularly vulnerable to sustained heavy rain
as many mountains and hills have long
been stripped of vegetation, allowing
water to flow downhill unchecked. But the
South has also suffered, with authorities
saying at least 16 people had been killed in
the past few days by floods in the central
region. Another 11 were missing, while
1,600 people had been displaced from
their homes, authorities said.

The North’s official KCNA news
agency said areas hardest-hit by the
downpour include Hwanghae province, a
major agricultural region. “It is important
to take necessary measures for the regions

which are in danger,” said Dokgo Hyok
Chol, an official at the State Hydro-mete-
orological Administration. KCNA did not
mention any casualties or damage caused
by the rain. At least 138 North Koreans

died after torrential rain triggered major
floods in 2016, the United Nations said at
the time. More than 160 people were killed
by a massive rainstorm in the summer of
2012. —AFP 

Videos show explosion 
in North Korean town 
SEOUL: Videos shot from China show an explosion lighting
up the night sky across the border in North Korea, multiple
media reported on Wednesday, in what one South Korean
outlet said was an apparent gas leak that caused a deadly
blast on Monday. Reuters could not immediately verify the
videos, which were obtained by Seoul-based Daily NK,
which monitors North Korea, and the Associated Press.
Other South Korean media also cited unnamed sources who
reported the fire and explosions. Citing an unnamed source
inside North Korea, Daily NK reported on Wednesday that
as many as 15 people had died in the explosion and resulting
fire at a house in Hyesan, Yanggang Province.

The Associated Press quoted a travel agent in the Chi-
nese border town of Changbai who said he observed the
explosion and filmed a video of it, but did not know the
cause. The videos show a fire glowing over tree tops,
punctuated by multiple explosions that send columns of
flame into the sky. North Korean state media has made no
mention of an incident, and South Korean officials said
they could not immediately confirm the reports. — Reuters

CHEORWON: Residents clean debris from their home following heavy rain fall in Chorwon yesterday. — AFP 
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Visitors look at a walrus from their hotel room at the Pairi Daiza animal park in Brugelette.-AFP
photos

A walrus looks at a camera placed in a hotel room at the Pairi Daiza animal park in Brugelette.

A walrus is pictured at the Pairi Daiza animal park in Brugelette.
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Much of western Europe was sweltering
in a heatwave, but visitors to one Bel-
gian safari park could at least seek

shelter in an igloo with a cool view. Six Arctic-
themed rooms at the Pairi Daiza resort have
been given underwater windows onto the
world of the walrus, and the giant sea mammals
can swim up to say hello. “The first customers
who came were like, ‘Wow, that’s beautiful’,”
the zoo’s technical director, Jeremy Lannoy
told AFP. “They leave with stars in their eyes,
because experiences like this, there aren’t that
many elsewhere in the world.”

Rooms come with a 10 centimeter (four-
inch) thick window that can withstand huge

water pressure or the charge of a tusked beast
that can eventually grow up to two tons. The
two younger walruses at the park don’t seem
aggressive, however. If anything, they are in-
trigued by their human neighbors. “There is no
chance you’re disturbing the animal because its
territory is so big anyway, and it has access to
the inside and outside,” said park spokes-
woman Claire Glissen. “Sometimes the walrus
goes up to the window and is interested in who
is in the room. But it also happens that he’s not
interested. It depends on his state of mind.
“But it’s true that in this interaction between
animals and humans, sometimes we don’t know
who is the attraction.” —AFP

Beat the heat with a walrus retreat

The first beavers to be introduced into the
wild in England for 400 years were yes-
terday given permission to stay, in what

campaigners hailed as a landmark move. The an-
imals, prized for their fur, meat and scent glands,
had been hunted out of extinction, but mysteri-
ously reappeared in Devon, south-west England,
in 2013 — likely illegally released into the wild.
The government initially said it would capture
and re-home them amid fears they might be car-
rying disease, but wildlife activists successfully
campaigned for them to remain under observa-
tion.

After a five-year trial examining their impact,
environment minister Rebecca Pow said they had
improved biodiversity and water quality in the
area, and were “making the local landscape more
resilient to climate change”. The Devon Wildlife
Trust, the charity that ran the trial, hailed the

“landmark” decision. “It signals the first legally
sanctioned reintroduction of an extinct native
mammal to England,” it said in a statement. 

“It means that the beaver population, which
lives on the River Otter and is estimated to con-
sist of up to 15 family groups, now has a secure
future.” Beavers have been described as “na-
ture’s engineers”, whose work can help create
wetland habitats to support a range of species
from insects to wildfowl.

Critics say they damage farmland and can
cause flooding, as well as disrupting fish popula-
tions with their dams. But supporters argue that
in fact their dams limit flooding by holding more
water upstream. European beavers were suc-
cessfully re-introduced into the wild in Scotland
more than a decade ago, and in 2016 were given
legal permission to remain by the devolved gov-
ernment in Edinburgh. —AFP

England’s first wild beavers
for 400 years can stay
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From omelet to octopus, 
Gomez gets quarantine 
busy with TV cooking show

Singer-actress Selena Gomez has been cooking up a storm
during the coronavirus lockdown and is now ready to share
her hilarious and sometimes embarrassing efforts with the

rest of the world. “Selena + Chef,” a 10-episode unscripted se-
ries in which famous chefs appear remotely to teach Gomez to
cook dishes ranging from omelets to octopus, gets its debut on
the HBO MAX streaming platform on Aug. 13. It was shot using
remote cameras inside Gomez’s kitchen in her Los Angeles area
home where the “Lose You to Love Me” singer was in quarantine
with her grandparents and three friends.

“I thought this would be something lighthearted, because I
was getting definitely down,” Gomez, 28, told television re-
porters during a preview on Wednesday. “This was an opportu-
nity to make people smile. I hope they are going to laugh
because I look like a fool,” said Gomez, whose 185 million Insta-
gram following is one of the largest in the world. “I love cooking,
I just don’t know how to do it all the time.” Spills, burns and
sometimes inedible dishes emerge as chefs including Antonia
Lofaso, Ludo Lefebvre and Roy Choi appear on screen from
their own kitchens to teach the former Disney Channel star how
to tackle pasta, tacos, cookies and other meals.

The octopus did not go so well. “People really didn’t like
that,” Gomez recalled. And the French omelet turned out to be
more complicated than she envisaged. “It was really difficult be-
cause I am so used to doing it the American way,” said Gomez.
Gomez said she has made several of the dishes again since film-
ing ended, but asked what she was best at whipping up fast she
kept to her old favorites. “I can kill PB and J,” she said of her
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. —Reuters

Selena Gomez

The lure of the massive Chinese market has led Hollywood
to readily self-censor its films to please Beijing, according
to a new report by Pen America, an anti-censorship group.

Screenwriters, producers and directors in the huge US film in-
dustry are changing scripts, deleting scenes and altering other
content, afraid of offending Chinese censors who control the
gateway to the country’s 1.4 billion consumers, according to the
report released Wednesday. The actions include everything from
deleting the Taiwanese flag from Tom Cruise’s bomber jacket in
the upcoming “Top Gun: Maverick,” to removing China as the
source of a zombie virus in 2013’s “World War Z.”

But it also means completely avoiding sensitive issues includ-
ing Tibet, Taiwan, Hong Kong politics, Xinjiang and the portrayal
of LGBTQ characters, the report said. Faced with blacklisting

and other punitive measures, Hollywood producers are even cen-
soring films not targeting the Chinese market, in order to not im-
pact others planned for Chinese theaters, Pen America says.
“Steadily, a new set of mores has taken hold in Hollywood, one in
which appeasing Chinese government investors and gatekeepers
has simply become a way of doing business,” the report said.

Lucrative market 
Pen is a global organization which speaks out for the protec-

tion of freedom of expression for writers and artists worldwide.
It says Beijing enforces one of the world’s most restrictive cen-
sorship systems, and numerous members of the group’s China
arm have been jailed, including Nobel Peace Prize laureate Liu
Xiaobo, who died in 2017 while serving an 11 year prison sen-

tence. Censorship is now centralized under the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s Central Propaganda Department, which decides
whether a foreign film gets access to what is soon to be the
world’s largest movie market.

Only a handful of foreign films are released in China each
year. The market’s importance is clear. Hollywood films like
“Avengers: Endgame” and “Spider-Man: Far from Home” made
more money in China than in the United States. “The Chinese
Communist Party, in fact, holds major sway over whether a Hol-
lywood movie will be profitable or not-and studio executives
know it,” the report said. That explained why former Disney
chief executive Michael Eisner apologized to Beijing after it
banned the 1997 film “Kundun” about the Tibetan Dalai Lama,
the report said. —AFP

Eyeing big China box office, Hollywood bows to censorship

Eleven years after the sudden death of actress Natasha
Richardson, her husband Liam Neeson and their son have
found renewed healing in their first film together, “Made in

Italy.” “Reading the script was like, what? This is so weird. Like,
surely Mom has a hand at, like, why this is happening right now,”

said Micheal Richardson. The film, out on demand on various broad-
cast platforms today, centers around a father and his estranged son
who attempt to renovate a Tuscan home inherited from his late wife.

Natasha Richardson, the star of movies like “The Parent Trap,”
died at age 45 after suffering a severe brain injury in a skiing ac-
cident in Canada in 2009. Writer and director James D’Arcy
wrote the script before Richardson died, and when he sent it to
Neeson, it was with a lot of trepidation. “I thought we could get a
pretty insulting note back saying, ‘how dare you send him a script
like that?’ And actually, it was completely the opposite. He really
responded to it personally,” D’Arcy said.

Neeson suggested his real-life son be cast in the film, but
wanted to make sure Richardson was protected. “He’s a pretty
young man and he had a terrible trauma 10 years ago. And I did
not want him to be traumatized in the making of the film,” Neeson
said. The movie is filled with romance, comedy and a message of
hope - which Neeson hopes helps people during the stresses of
the coronavirus pandemic. “It’s important to say that we have
each other. We have to help each other,” he said. —Reuters

‘Made in Italy’ film becomes
healing process for Neeson and son 

Liam Neeson and Micheal Richardson

Actress Portia de Rossi defended Ellen DeGeneres on
Monday after a social media campaign called for the talk
show host to step down following reports of a hostile

work environment for employees on set. De Rossi, who has been
married to DeGeneres for 12 years, posted an “I Stand By Ellen”
hashtag on her Instagram account. “To all our fans... we see you.
Thank you for your support,” the former “Ally McBeal” actress
wrote on Monday. “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” has won multi-
ple Emmy awards but both the talk show and DeGeneres herself
have been under fire for weeks because of complaints by former
productions staffers about a hostile workplace that included
racism and bullying by upper management and claims that the
comedian is mean-spirited.

Warner Bros. Television, which produces the talk show, con-
ducted an internal investigation and said last week that staffing
changes and other measures were being taken to address the
issue. DeGeneres also emailed staff, expressing regrets about
the gulf between the show’s happy public face and what was
sometimes happening backstage. Rather than damping criticism,
the developments led to the #ReplaceEllen hashtag, which went
viral on Monday. Users suggested that celebrities ranging from
British singer Harry Styles to former U.S. first lady Michelle
Obama should take over the show. Warner Bros. Television on

Monday did not respond to a request for further comment.
Other celebrities like Argentine polo player Nacho Figueras and
DJ Samantha Ronson also publicly supported DeGeneres. “She
makes the world a better place for millions of people every day
and we cannot hit her because something may have not been
perfect,” Figueras wrote on Instagram. —Reuters

Portia de Rossi speaks out as criticism of Ellen mounts

Portia de Rossi and  Ellen DeGeneres
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The coronavirus pandemic might have left many restaurants empty,
but one establishment in Tokyo is relying on some model customers
to enforce social distancing: life-like mannequins keeping diners

from getting too close. Masato Takemine’s Chinese restaurant looks busy
even as many businesses in the city deal with a dearth of clientele, with
ladies in ornate Chinese-style dresses and a girl in a kimono among those
seated at his tables. But the 16 customers are actually mannequins he has
placed randomly at tables to keep diners from getting too close.

“At first I removed some of the tables to have more space in be-
tween, but it then looked so lonely, as if the restaurant was under ren-
ovation,” Takemine told AFP. “With these mannequins, the restaurant
looks busy from the outside, and I can make sure customers are dis-
tancing themselves. “It’s also fun, giving us a jolly feeling,” he giggled.
While Japan has avoided the devastating tolls since in places hit hard-
est by the coronavirus, many restaurants shut their doors during a state
of emergency and even after it was lifted in May, the industry has seen
customers shun eating out.

Takemine’s restaurant Kirin Saikan in downtown Tokyo reopened
in late May but sees about half the number the customers it did before
the virus, he said. Among those returning was 51-year-old Tetsuya
Kimura, who said he was startled when he walked through the entrance
curtains for the first time after the reopening and saw the mannequins.
“These dolls look so real that I need some time to get used to them,”
he said, tucking into a bowl of noodles at a table he was sharing with
a child mannequin. Takeichi Otomo, 82, another frequent customer at
the restaurant, said he struggled to not look too shocked at the begin-
ning. “I still get startled when I come here,” he said with a straight face.
“This is a crazy idea!”

While the mannequins keep the restaurant from feeling too empty,
Takemine said he often thinks with longing about when his customers
could visit with family and friends and enjoy carefree laughs and chats
over platters to share.  “I don’t think we can go back to those times for
many months,” he said. “I am just hoping we will return to normal while
creating an environment where people can eat and drink safely.” —AFP

‘Model’ customers keep 
Tokyo diners at social distance

Restaurant owner Masato Takemine moves one of his mannequins, used as a method to maintain social distancing among diners, onto another
seat at his restaurant in the Akabane district of Tokyo. — AFP photos

One Tokyo restaurant has turned to mannequins, seated among diners, to help
enforce social distancing.

One Tokyo restaurant has turned to mannequins, seated among diners,
to help enforce social distancing.

The restaurant’s owner tried spacing out tables at first, but found the atmosphere seemed too lonely, so opted for mannequins instead.

Restaurant owner Masato Takemine moves one of his man-
nequins, used as a method to maintain social distancing
among diners, onto another seat at his restaurant in the Ak-
abane district of Tokyo.
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Famed Spanish opera singer Placido Domingo, accused by
multiple women of sexual misconduct, denied the allegations
yesterday in an interview in which he talked about getting

over coronavirus. “I’ve changed. I am no longer afraid. When I
found out I had COVID, I promised myself that if I made it out
alive I would fight to clear my name,” he said in an interview with
the Italian newspaper Repubblica. “I never abused anyone, I’ll re-
peat that as long as I live,” he said. Domingo, 79, had said in March
he had been hospitalised for coronavirus in Acapulco, Mexico. “It
was a miracle to find my voice again... Two or three months ago I
wasn’t sure I would be able to sing again,” he said. He said the
time at home with his family had been “an extraordinary moment,
useful for reflecting on our lives, our choices” but it was time to
“get back to normal”.  “Our lives have changed. And as you know,
it’s even more difficult for me because of the accusations that have
been made against me,” he said.

The Spanish icon, who won worldwide acclaim in the 1990s as

one of the Three Tenors alongside Jose Carreras and Luciano
Pavarotti, has been engulfed in a sexual harassment and assault
scandal since August 2019 when allegations against him first sur-
faced. He is accused of forcibly kissing, grabbing and fondling
women over a period of more than 30 years. In February Domingo
apologized for “the hurt” caused to his accusers, saying he ac-
cepted “full responsibility” for his actions. But just two days later
he issued another statement saying that apology had given a “false
impression” and he had “never behaved aggressively with anyone”
or done anything to obstruct their careers. The allegations “have
hurt me more than the virus,” he told the Repubblica. “All that re-
mains for me to do is to take note of the fact that for the moment
I will not be able to sing in certain parts of the world, such as the
United States and Spain, my country.” But that will not be because
the public is against him, for people “are constantly sending me
messages of solidarity”, he said. — AFP

Placido Domingo insists 
‘I have never abused anyone’

Spanish opera singer Placido Domingo.

Police hunting for a mystery vandal who
broke the toes off an Italian statue
have identified an Austrian tourist who

fled after lying on it to snap that perfect
photograph. Three toes were damaged on
the right foot of a plaster statue of a reclin-
ing Pauline Bonaparte, by Italian neoclassical
sculptor Antonio Canova, at the Gypsotheca
Museum in Possagno, northern Italy, police
said in a statement sent to AFP Wednesday.

The plaster cast was the original for a
final marble version-which portrays the sis-
ter of French Emperor Napoleon as Venus-
now housed in Rome’s Galleria Borghese.
Apparently hoping to imitate the pose cap-
tured in the plaster model, which was made
in 1804, the tourist sprawled on top of it
while his wife took a picture. In video sur-
veillance footage, he can then be seen stand-
ing up, spotting the damage, and hesitating,
before quickly walking away. Police said
they had been able to track down the couple
through their online ticket reservation. 

Contacted by telephone, the man’s wife
broke down into tears and confessed that
her husband was responsible, the state-
ment said. The 50-year-old man sent an
email to the police shortly afterwards to
apologize. He has offered to pay for the re-
pair to the statue, according to several Ital-
ian media reports. The museum houses the
original plaster cast models of Canova,
Italy’s most famous 18th century sculptor,
who died in 1822. —AFP

Italian police
track down 
hot-footed statue
toe snapper

Around two dozen green turtles were released back
to the wild in Bali on Wednesday after the endan-
gered creatures were rescued from poachers on

the Indonesian holiday island. Marine officials carefully
guided the giant reptiles as they thrashed their flippers in
the sand to propel themselves toward the water.  The tur-
tles were among 36 seized after a raid last month that saw
the arrest of several suspected traffickers-who could face
five years behind bars if convicted under Indonesia’s
wildlife protection laws.

“Hopefully these 25 turtles will survive so that they can
lay their eggs again,” said Bali conservation agency chief
Agus Budi Santosa, adding that 11 others rescued at the
time would be freed later. The turtles, which can grow to
more than a metre (three feet) in length and weigh upwards
of 300 kilograms (700 pounds), are under threat due to
poaching and habitat destruction. Their eggs are consid-
ered a delicacy and they are also slaughtered for their
meat, skin and shells.— AFP

Bali sea turtles 
set free after
poachers arrested

Marine police prepare to release green sea turtles on Kuta beach near Denpasar on the Indonesian
resort island of Bali on Wednesday, after police arrested seven people on the Serangan waters
for allegedly attempting to smuggle 36 green sea turtles. — AFP photos

Green sea turtles make their way after being released on Kuta beach.

People prepare to release green sea turtles on Kuta beach.
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By Regan Stephens

Cohan Zarnoch remembers seeing the lip
plates worn by the women of the Ethiopia’s
Mursi tribe in a photograph in National

Geographic. She was seven years old, growing
up in Ohio where her only exposure to the wider

world was the magazine and World Book
Encyclopedias. “I said, one day I’m going to see
that,” she recalls. “When we arrived, I stood there
and cried. Who would have thought when I was
seven that I would have actually seen this?”
Zarnoch, now 54, has spent the last 12 years
traveling with non-profit organizations, photo-
graphing remote African tribes along the way. 

Based in Colorado, Zarnoch is also a surgical
nurse currently working on the frontlines of the
COVID-19 pandemic. She spent three weeks in
April stationed in New York City, and is now in
East Texas, where she’s nearing the end of a
continuous 30-day stretch of 12 hour days, car-
ing for COVID patients. Before being deployed to
pandemic hot spots in the US, Zarnoch traveled
with organizations such as Operation Walk, facili-
tating joint replacement to those in need, and
Primo Filters International, a non-profit she runs
with her family, bringing clean water to develop-
ing countries - usually with her camera.

The mother of four loved photography growing
up, and spent decades capturing her own chil-
dren, but never entertained the idea of pursuing
the hobby professionally. “I thought I could only
be one thing, and maybe in my next lifetime I
would be a photographer, because in this life-
time, I’m a nurse,” she remembers. But after a
breast cancer diagnosis, she changed her mind.

“I decided life was too short.” She also remem-
bered the dream she had as a seven-year-old
growing up in Ohio. “Once I was diagnosed, I
said ‘Oh my god, I haven’t been to Africa yet’.”

So Zarnoch reached out to a non-profit, and
30 minutes later she heard back - they needed a
photographer to cover their mission to Tanzania.
Over a decade later, the photographer has

All photos by Cohan Zarnoch
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worked with half a dozen organizations, either
taking photos to help with their fundraising
efforts, or running surgical missions, taking her to
Africa, Peru, Panama, Cuba, and Central
America. Though she’s traveled all over the world
now, her experiences in Africa stand out to

Zarnoch. “You’re just present in the moment - the
people I meet accept you for who you are, and if
you accept them in the moment for who they are,
there’s this great connection that you can’t find
anywhere,” she says. “We’re so judged here. We
have such cultural conformities, and I go there
and they just allow me to be me. I don’t find that
a lot in the US.”

She’s photographed tribes in Ethiopia,
Tanzania, Rwanda, and Namibia, among others,
and her warm and vibrant portraits of members
of the tribe, mostly women and children, reflect
that connection between the photographer and
her subjects. “I just smile and I wave - I want to
talk to them, but I know I can’t because most of
the time I don’t have a translator,” she explains.
“I play with the kids, and that helps me connect
with the mothers.” The communication hurdle is
one of the biggest challenges she faces in her
work. “I want nothing more than to sit in the dirt
and play with the kids and know their name and
talk to the mom and see what life is like for them.
What do they like? Where do they go?” Instead of
speaking the same language, then, Zarnoch
uses her camera to further that connection,
teaching the kids to take their own photos, and
showing all her subjects the photos she takes.
“They’ve never seen themselves, they don’t have
mirrors. So I readily show pictures.”

Zarnoch says succeeding as a nurse and a
photographer come down to the same thing: “I
love people. I love helping people. I love con-
necting.” Both professions call for a high degree
of empathy for others, and Zarnoch has it. “I did-
n’t have a voice growing up,” she says. “I was
kind of in that era where you were seen and not
heard. So I feel like I’m giving voice to those who
finally want to be seen or heard.” The self-
described overachiever says she’s not one to
ever let the dust settle. “If I’m not running a mis-

sion trip, I’m shooting a mission trip. If I’m not
shooting a mission trip, I work a few hours in the
hospital, and if I’m not doing that I’m editing.”
Zarnoch says her dream is to shoot for National
Geographic magazine someday. With her track
record, it seems likely. And as soon as the pan-
demic lets up, the photographer will resume trav-
eling again - next up, Chad and South Sudan. 

— https://www.lonelyplanet.com 
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1. Spiaggia Rena Bianca - 

Santa Teresa di Gallura 

The “just like the Caribbean” comments
come thick and fast when it comes to
Spiaggia Rena Bianca - a glorious sweep of
pale sand lapped by shallow, crystal-clear
aquamarine water. From the eastern tip, a
trail threads along the coastline past granite
boulders and formations that fire the imagi-
nation with their incredible shapes.

2. Cala Goloritze - Golfo di Orosei

The last beachette of the gulf, Cala
Goloritze rivals the best. At the southern
end, bizarre limestone formations soar away
from the cliffside. Among them is jaw-drop-
ping Monte Caroddi, also known as the
Aguglia, a 148m-high (485ft) needle of rock
beloved of climbers. Many boat trips will
take you here, or you can hike in from the
Altopiano del Golgo on the beautiful, 3.5km
(2.2-mile) Cala Goloritze Trail. Note that the

beach itself is rather small and can get
crowded in summer; boats cannot land as
it’s protected park.

3. Spiaggia di Sabaudia - Sabaudia 

Sabaudia’s fabulous beach stretches for
kilometers. A wide expanse of fine, soft
sand flanked by billowing dunes capped by
Mediterranean scrub, it’s largely free of
invasive development, with facilities con-
centrated at the end nearest town. The sea
is clean and excellent for swimming, though
it can get choppy when the wind whips in.
You’ll need your own wheels (a car or bike)
to get here, and note that parking can be a
headache in peak summer months.

4. Spiaggia dei Conigli - Lampedusa 

Few beaches in the world enjoy such
legendary status as this long stretch of pris-
tine white sand lapped by turquoise waters,
with pretty views out to a verdant offshore

island. It’s managed to retain its beauty
thanks in large part to its protected status
as the centerpiece of the Riserva Naturale
Isola di Lampedusa. The beach is accessi-
ble only by boat or on foot via a 15-minute
trail off the main road (look for the sign of
the lounging rabbit).

Spiaggia dei Conigli is one of the few
places in Italy where caretta caretta (log-
gerhead sea turtles) lay their eggs and is
strictly off-limits at night during peak nest-
ing season (typically between May and
August; watch for signs advising of current
restrictions).

5. Fossola Beach - Riomaggiore 

This small pebbly beach is immediately
southeast of Riomaggiore marina. Take the
short trail that leads just past the harbor to
get here. The shore is rugged and delight-
fully secluded from the village (though it
gets packed in the summer); it ’s also

remarkably photogenic with the waters
framed by the steep hillsides. Swimmers
should be wary of currents here.

6. Spiaggia Capriccioli - Costa Smeralda 

Dotted with granite boulders and backed
by fragrant macchia, this gorgeous half-
moon bay has water that goes through the
entire spectrum of blues and is shallow
enough for tots. Several unique mini-beach-
es dot the promontory. Umbrellas and
sunbeds are available to rent. Find it at the
end of SP160, with a car park and large
summer-only facilities.

7. Spiaggia di Sansone - Elba

Ensnared by a cliff, about 5km (3 miles)
west of Portoferraio off the SP24 road to
Enfola, is Samson’s Beach - a picture-post-
card swathe of tiny white pebbles and shin-
gle, with crystal-clear, turquoise waters
much-loved by snorkeling enthusiasts.

B
lessed with mountains, lakes and 7600km of coastline, Italy offers some of the most stunning beaches in Europe. From the trendy
hotspots to the out-of-the-way locales, it’s not hard to find a piece of sand with unforgettable vistas. Here are Italy’s 10 best
beaches to add to your bucket list.

Spiaggia dei Conigli’s turquoise waters enjoy
legendary status.— Bepsimage / Getty Images
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Beach lovers reckon this to be one of Elba’s
best beaches. A steep footpath links it with
Spiaggia di Sorgente. Park by the roadside
or - assuming you rose with the larks - in the
tiny car park.

8. Poetto Beach - Cagliari
An easy bus ride from the center,

Cagliari’s fabulous Poetto Beach extends
for 7km (4.3 miles) beyond the green
Promontorio di Sant’Elia, nicknamed the
Sella del Diavola (Devil’s Saddle). In sum-
mer, much of the city’s youth decamps here
to sunbathe and party in the restaurants
and bars that line the sand. Water sports
are big and you can hire canoes at the
beach clubs. To get to the beach, take bus
PF or PQ from Piazza Matteotti.

9. Spiaggia di Cefalu - Cefalu’s
Cefalu’s crescent-shaped beach is one

of the most popular along the whole Sicilian

coast. In summer it is packed, so be sure to
arrive early to get a good spot. Though
some sections require a ticket, the area
closest to the old town is public and you
can hire a beach umbrella and deckchair.

10. Urban Beach - Boboli & 
San Miniato al Monte 

Be it relaxing beneath a parasol on a
sun-lounger, playing beach volleyball or
joining a sunset yoga class, Florence’s
sandy riverside beach is the place to be in
summer. Run by the creative folks behind
the neighboring Easy Living kiosk, Urban
Beach rocks with a buoyant crowd quaffing
cocktails at the bar and snacking on salads
and panini using organic products. On sul-
try summer evenings, watch for DJ sets,
dance parties and other fun soirÈes and
cultural happenings. 

— https://www.lonelyplanet.com

Water sports are popular at Poetto
Beach.-Stefano Garau / Shutterstock

Italy offers a treasure trove of picturesque
beaches.— Balate Dorin/ Shutterstock

Spiaggia Capriccioli is a beautiful half-moon
bay in Sardinia. Getty Images / iStockphoto
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Afghanistan 0093 
Albania 00355 
Algeria 00213 
Andorra 00376 
Angola 00244 
Anguilla 001264 
Antiga 001268 
Argentina 0054 
Armenia 00374 
Australia 0061 
Austria 0043 
Bahamas 001242 
Bahrain 00973 
Bangladesh 00880 
Barbados 001246 
Belarus 00375 
Belgium 0032 
Belize 00501 
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Bermuda 001441 
Bhutan 00975 
Bolivia 00591 
Bosnia 00387 
Botswana 00267 
Brazil 0055 
Brunei 00673 
Bulgaria 00359 
Burkina 00226 
Burundi 00257 
Cambodia 00855 
Cameroon 00237 
Canada 001 
Cape Verde 00238 
Cayman Islands 001345 
Central African Republic 00236 
Chad 00235 
Chile 0056 
China 0086 
Colombia 0057 
Comoros 00269 
Congo 00242 
Cook Islands 00682 
Costa Rica 00506 
Croatia 00385 
Cuba 0053 
Cyprus 00357 
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392 
Czech Republic 00420 
Denmark 0045 
Diego Garcia 00246 
Djibouti 00253 
Dominica 001767 
Dominican Republic 001809 
Ecuador 00593 
Egypt 0020 
El Salvador 00503 
England (UK) 0044 
Equatorial Guinea 00240 
Eritrea 00291 
Estonia 00372 
Ethiopia 00251 
Falkland Islands 00500 
Faroe Islands 00298 
Fiji 00679 
Finland 00358 
France 0033 
French Guiana 00594 
French Polynesia 00689 
Gabon 00241 
Gambia 00220 
Georgia 00995 
Germany 0049 
Ghana 00233 
Gibraltar 00350 
Greece 0030 
Greenland 00299 
Grenada 001473 
Guadeloupe 00590 
Guam 001671 
Guatemala 00502 
Guinea 00224 
Guyana 00592 
Haiti 00509 
Holland (Netherlands) 0031 
Honduras 00504 
Hong Kong 00852 
Hungary 0036 
Ibiza (Spain) 0034 
Iceland 00354 
India 0091 
Indian Ocean 00873 
Indonesia 0062 

Iran 0098 
Iraq 00964 
Ireland 00353 
Italy 0039 
Ivory Coast 00225 
Jamaica 001876 
Japan 0081 
Jordan 00962 
Kazakhstan 007 
Kenya 00254 
Kiribati 00686 
Kuwait 00965 
Kyrgyzstan 00996 
Laos 00856 
Latvia 00371 
Lebanon 00961 
Liberia 00231 
Libya 00218 
Lithuania 00370 
Luxembourg 00352 
Macau 00853 
Macedonia 00389 
Madagascar 00261 
Majorca 0034 
Malawi 00265 
Malaysia 0060 
Maldives 00960 
Mali 00223 
Malta 00356 
Marshall Islands 00692 
Martinique 00596 
Mauritania 00222 
Mauritius 00230 
Mayotte 00269 
Mexico 0052 
Micronesia 00691 
Moldova 00373 
Monaco 00377 
Mongolia 00976 
Montserrat 001664 
Morocco 00212 
Mozambique 00258 
Myanmar (Burma) 0095 
Namibia 00264 
Nepal 00977 
Netherlands (Holland) 0031 
Netherlands Antilles 00599 
New Caledonia 00687 
New Zealand 0064 
Nicaragua 00505 
Nigar 00227 
Nigeria 00234 
Niue 00683 
Norfolk Island 00672 
Northern Ireland (UK) 0044 
North Korea 00850 
Norway 0047 
Oman 00968 
Pakistan 0092 
Palau 00680 
Panama 00507 
Papua New Guinea 00675 
Paraguay 00595 
Peru 0051 
Philippines 0063 
Poland 0048 
Portugal 00351 
Puerto Rico 001787 
Qatar 00974 
Romania 0040 
Russian Federation 007 
Rwanda 00250 
Saint Helena 00290 
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Saint Lucia 001758 
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Saudi Arabia 00966 
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Seychelles 00284 
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Singapore 0065 
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Slovenia 00386 
Solomon Islands 00677 
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-   Country Codes

Have you been looking for a new job, Aries? If so, you 
might hear of an opportunity from an unexpected source, perhaps 
at a social gathering, if possible. This could mean that someone un-
expected brings it to your attention, or it could be a job in a new 
and unusual field. One way or another, as weird as it seems, it's 
worth consideration. Look into it and get all the facts before acting.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)  

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22) 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) 

Libra (September 23-October 22) 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

 Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18) 

An unexpected letter could arrive today, Leo, with a 
check enclosed, perhaps a gift, bonus, or offer to make more money. 
This might be a welcome break, possibly coming at a time when you 
really need it. If it's work, don't worry about the time involved. You'll 
be able to finish it quickly and efficiently. It might lead to more offers 
in the future.

f you're in the arts or sciences, Virgo, sudden inspiration 
could cause you to start or continue a project that means a lot to you. 
Some friends or group members could help out with useful informa-
tion. Your mind may generate new ideas throughout the day. Once 
you've finished your work, take a walk and clear your head. Watch a 
video. If you don't, it could be hard to sleep tonight.

An unexpected chance to fly to a faraway place, perhaps 
at someone else's expense, could come to you today, Capricorn. A 
group might be involved, perhaps one connected with education. 
Do you lecture or teach? If so, this might be a chance to give a lec-
ture in an exciting place you've never been to before. Get your ma-
terials together, pack your bag, and go. Have fun!

Some bizarre and rather silly dreams might come to 
you tonight, Aquarius. They may be the sort that is so crazy that 
you actually wake up laughing. Don't dismiss them. Silly or not, 
these dreams are trying to tell you something. Write them down 
the way you would any other vivid dream and analyze the sym-
bols in the same way - even if they cause a few giggles.

If you're single, you could feel a very powerful attrac-
tion to someone unusual and perhaps a little wacky. If you're al-
ready in a relationship, you could glimpse a silly and rather insane 
side of your beloved you've never seen before. This could be a bit 
disconcerting but also make you laugh. That's part of the appeal 
of love - continuously learning about that special one.

If you're single, Taurus, love may come to you com-
pletely out of the blue today. The person could be standing behind 
you in line at the store or sitting nearby you in the park. Wherever 
you connect, don't be too cautious. Move ahead carefully, but at 
least get to know something about this person before giving in to 
insecurity and running the other way.

Some unexpected but very welcome visitors could arrive 
today, Gemini. They might bring some people you don't know but 
should connect with right away. Expect interesting news, fascinating 
information, and a lot of laughs. Even though you don't know for 
sure that these people are able to come over, have a supply of drinks 
and snacks on hand. You'll want them to settle in and stay a while, if 
possible.

Cancer, who's that intriguing new person in your 
neighborhood? What is it about this new neighbor that makes it 
impossible for you to stop wondering about them? Quit obsessing. 
Get your courage up and find a way to welcome him or her to the 
neighborhood. Maybe you'll find this person likable, maybe not, 
but give it a shot anyway. Enjoy.

Meditation, dreams, or visions could bring amazing insights 
your way, Libra. You might find them too bizarre to believe, at least at first, 
but follow-up research could reveal that what you've come up with is 
quite credible. Keep a journal of these revelations because you might re-
member the gist but forget the details. They could be useful later when 
you pass your ideas on to others.

Some unexpected but very welcome visitors could arrive 
today, Scorpio. They might bring some people you don't know but 
should connect with right away. Expect interesting news, fascinating 
information, and a lot of laughs. Even though you don't know for 
sure that these people are able to come over, have a supply of drinks 
and snacks on hand. You'll want them to settle in and stay a while, if 
possible.

Sagittarius, who's that intriguing new person in your 
neighborhood? What is it about this new neighbor that 

makes it impossible for you to stop wondering about them? Quit 
obsessing. Get your courage up and find a way to welcome him or 
her to the neighborhood. Maybe you'll find this person likable, 
maybe not, but give it a shot anyway. Enjoy.
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Philippine economy plunges into recession 
MANILA: The Philippines plunged into recession 
after its biggest quarterly contraction on record, 
data showed yesterday, as the economy reels from 
coronavirus lockdowns that have wrecked busi-
nesses and thrown millions out of work. Gross do-
mestic product shrank 16.5 percent on-year in the 
second quarter, the Philippine Statistics Authority 
said, when the country endured one of the world’s 
longest stay-at-home orders to slow the spread of 
the virus that has devastated economies globally. 

It followed a revised 0.7 percent contraction in 
the first three months of the year and marked the 
biggest reduction in economic activity since 
records began in 1981 during the Ferdinand Mar-

cos dictatorship. It is the country’s first recession 
in three decades.  

The outlook for the archipelago is bleak, with 
the number of coronavirus infections surging past 
115,000 this week-a more than fivefold increase 
since early June when the economy-crippling re-
strictions were eased.   “Without doubt, the pan-
demic and its adverse effect on the economy are 
testing the economy like never before,” said acting 
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl Chua.  

“But unlike past crises, the Philippines is now 
in a much stronger position to address the crisis.”  

As health workers struggle to cope with the in-
flux of patients, more than 27 million people in 

Manila and four surrounding provinces on the 
main island of Luzon-which accounts for more 
than two-thirds of the country’s economic output-
went back into a partial lockdown for two weeks 
on Tuesday to help ease the strain on hospitals. But 
President Rodrigo Duterte, who was reluctant to 
tighten restrictions after millions lost their jobs in 
the first shutdown, has warned the country cannot 
afford to remain closed for much longer. 

“The problem is we don’t have money anymore. 
I cannot give food anymore and money to people,” 
Duterte said Sunday. The country’s economic woes 
have been exacerbated by a drop in remittances 
from the legion of Filipinos working abroad who 

typically send money to their families every month, 
which fuels consumer spending-the main driver of 
growth. Remittances dropped 6.4 percent in the 
first five months, compared with the same period 
last year, according to the central bank, as thou-
sands of seafarers, cleaners and construction 
workers lost their jobs and returned home.  Con-
sumer spending in the second quarter plummeted 
15.5 percent, the statistics agency said.   

“It will be a rough road to recovery as trade-
offs between economic recovery and health will 
remain a big challenge to both the private and 
public sectors,” said Emilio Neri, lead economist 
at Bank of the Philippine Islands. -— AFP 
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WASHINGTON: A tie-up of TikTok with Mi-
crosoft could extend American dominance of the 
online and social media world. But it may have 
some unintended, negative consequences too for 
US firms and the open internet. The deal being 
negotiated with the administration of President 
Donald Trump would carve out parts of the pop-
ular video app for Microsoft, which would gain 
a foothold in the fast-growing, youth-focused 
social media environment and join the ranks of 
rivals like Facebook. 

Such a deal “would strengthen American pre-
eminence in technology by moving a major con-
sumer product from Chinese ownership,” said 
Darrell West, director of the center for technol-
ogy innovation at the Brookings Institution.  “But 
it also could encourage data nationalism by fu-
eling calls in many nations for local control over 
internet platforms and data storage within their 
own national borders.” 

Other analysts said the deal could have far-
reaching effects for the idea of an open internet, 

a longstanding position of Washington in con-
trast with that of China and other authoritarian 
regimes which restrict online content. “It would 
cross a Rubicon in terms of internet governance,” 
said Graham Webster, editor of the DigiChina 
Project at the Stanford University Cyber Policy 
Center. “This would result in the US appearing to 
support the longstanding Chinese position, which 
is that if they don’t like the way another country’s 
companies operate, they can ban or seize them. 
That would be a huge step.” 

 
Microsoft entry  

Microsoft said it has been in talks with Tik-
Tok parent firm ByteDance to acquire TikTok’s 
operations in the United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand and address Washing-
ton’s concerns about data security in light of 
claims that the social platform could become an 
espionage tool. 

Trump said he is likely to approve such a deal, 
and set a mid-September deadline after which 

he would ban TikTok in the United States. Any 
deal would give Microsoft a large chunk of the 
estimated billion-user TikTok base and technol-
ogy which has helped make the app wildly pop-
ular with young smartphone users. 

The talks come against a backdrop of grow-
ing dominance in much of the world of US-based 
Big Tech firms in social media, online search and 
advertising, cloud computing and other sectors 
which have become more important during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Patrick Moorhead, analyst with Moor Insights 
& Strategy, said the US may be justified in its 
move because of China’s limits on US firms op-
erating in that country. “China has been impos-
ing these rules on us for the last 25 years,” he 
said. “If you are an American company setting 
up in China you need a 49 percent local owner 
and you need to give up intellectual property. A 
Chinese firm in US doesn’t need a US owner 
sponsor, you just open up shop. The US wants 
symmetric trade rules.”— AFP 

TikTok grab could extend or 
dent US online dominance  

Trump likely to approve Microsoft deal  

WASHINGTON:  US private sector hiring slumped in July, the 
latest sign of the shaky footing of the world’s largest economy as 
it struggles with a protracted coronavirus outbreak. Payroll serv-
ices firm ADP reported on Wednesday the United States added 
just 167,000 private sector jobs in July-nowhere near analyst’ ex-
pectations of a 1.6 million rise in a month when many states rolled 
back reopening measures as they faced a surge in new COVID-
19 infections. 

“The labor market recovery slowed in the month of July,” said 
Ahu Yildirmaz, vice president of the ADP Research Institute.  “We 
have seen the slowdown impact businesses across all sizes and 
sectors.” 

The report, along with data in a separate survey from the In-
stitute for Supply Management (ISM), was a bleak omen ahead 
of two new Labor Department data releases in the coming days, 
including the July unemployment rate on Friday and weekly new 
jobless claims data, the latter of which has started rising again in 
recent weeks after falling for months. 

In an appearance on CNBC, Federal Reserve Vice Chair 
Richard Clarida acknowledged “some of the growth momentum 
has slowed” after key sectors bounced back in May and June 
following the shutdown of much of the US economy to stop the 
coronavirus from spreading. “We’ll get a bounce-back in the 
third quarter... but it will take some time before we get back to 
the level of economic activity of February before the virus 
struck,” Clarida said, predicting recovery may stretch through 
the end of next year. 

The ADP numbers come as Congress continues negotiating on 
a new aid package to bolster the economy after tens of millions 
of people lost their jobs after the lockdowns began in mid-March. 

ADP reported mid-sized firms saw employment decline by 
25,000, while large companies with 500 or more employees 
added the most jobs with 129,000, and small businesses with less 
than 50 added 63,000. 

Among sectors, goods-producing employers saw nearly flat 
hiring with 1,000 jobs added. The services industry added 
166,000 jobs, with professional and business employers as well 
as education and health gaining the most. The ISM services index 
released Wednesday saw its second consecutive month of growth 
in July, ticking up above expectations to 58.1 percent and bolster-
ing the case that the hard-hit sector is improving. Any rating 
above 50 percent equals growth, and business activity improved 
slightly to 67.2 percent while new orders jumped 6.1 points to 67.7 
percent.  

The supplier deliveries index, which is inverse, declined slightly 
to 55.2 percent indicating “deliveries are now more closely cor-
relating to the current supply and demand,” the survey’s chair An-
thony Nieves said. “Respondents remain concerned about the 
pandemic; however, they are mostly optimistic about business 
conditions and the economy as businesses continue to reopen,” 
he said. But the growth wasn’t enough to support employment, 
which declined one point to 42.1 percent.—AFP 

US sees deep  
private hiring  
slump in July 

In this file illustration photo, the social 
media application logo TikTok is dis-
played on the screen of an iPhone on an 
American flag background in Arlington, 
Virginia. — AFP 

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s President Alberto Fernandez has 
reached a deal with creditors to restructure a $66 billion debt fol-
lowing months of wrangling, but analysts say that won’t be enough 
to solve the crisis-wracked country’s economic woes. The gov-
ernment is now expected to focus on renegotiating the repay-
ments of its $44 billion loan from the International Monetary Fund 
as well as other multi-billion dollar debts. Fernandez celebrated 
Tuesday’s “impossible” resolution, achieved despite the added fi-
nancial pressure imposed by the coronavirus pandemic, saying 
the “horizon is clear” to reach further agreements. 

But analysts are not convinced that Argentina is in the clear 
yet. “It takes the pressure off, but it’s not enough,” said economist 
Mariana Dal Poggetto, director of consultants EcoGo. The bonds 
related to Tuesday’s agreement, issued under foreign legislation, 
represent roughly a fifth of the country’s $324 billion debt, which 
amounts to around 90 percent of its GDP. As well as its IMF loan, 
Argentina must resolve the situation surrounding a $41.7 billion 
debt issued under national legislation whose payments have been 
deferred until December 2021. 

The country has been in recession since 2018 and the IMF ex-
pects its GDP to shrink by almost 10 percent this year, due to ef-
fects of the pandemic. Already more than a third of the country’s 
population of 44 million live in poverty, and annual inflation stands 
at 40 percent. Argentina is due to repay the $44 billion to the IMF 
over the next four years, “which is untenable,” according to Cap-
ital Economics analyst Nikhil Sanghani. 

The government “needs to clear things up with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and consolidate the fiscal front,” added Dal 
Poggetto. But Argentina is increasing its fiscal deficit due to an 
ambitious plan of subsidies the center-left government has imple-
mented to help the most vulnerable in society.—AFP 

Despite debt deal,  
Argentina’s  
woes remain 

A production line employee works at the AMES Companies shovel 
manufacturing factory in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, US.—Reuters 
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KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq said
that KFH has, by the grace of Allah, reported net
profit of KD 56.9 million for the first half of
2020 for KFH shareholders; a decrease of 47.1
percent compared to the same period last year.

Net financing income for the first half of the
year reached KD 295.7 million; an increase of
18.0 percent compared to the same period last
year. Net operating income for the first half of
the year reached KD 267.6 million i.e., a growth
increase of 11.2 percent compared to the same
period last year. 

Cost to income ratio dropped to reach 36.2
percent for H1 2020, compared to 38.7 percent
for the same period last year. Earnings per share
for the first half of 2020 reached 7.49 fils.
Shareholders’ equity reached KD 1.9 billion as
of the end of the first half of 2020.

Total assets rose to reach KD 20.6 billion, i.e.
an increase of KD 1.2 billion or 6.1 percent com-
pared to end of last year 2019. Financing port-
folio for the first half of 2020 reached KD 9.9
billion, i.e. an increase of KD 528 million or 5.7
percent compared to end of last year 2019.

Investment in Sukuk for the first half of 2020
reached KD 3.4 billion; an increase of KD 1.1
billion i.e., a growth of 49.3 percent compared
to end of last year 2019. Depositors accounts
reached KD 14.6 billion i.e., an increase of KD
1.0 billion or 7.6 percent compared to the end of
last year. In addition, the capital adequacy ratio
reached 16.53 percent which is above the mini-
mum required limit. 

Solid financial position
“The latest financial results underline the

successful strategy of KFH, solid financial posi-
tion, balanced performance and its ability to
adapt to the exceptional conditions and current
challenges due to the negative impacts of
Covid-19 on local and global economies,” Al-
Marzouq said.

He added that KFH has a prudent risk man-
agement, solid capital base and precautionary
provisions to maintain the effective role it plays
in supporting the national economy and its

global leadership in the Islamic financial indus-
try. The recent pressure tests revealed that
“KFH” enjoys a high level of immunity and
strong buffers that enhance its ability to absorb
shocks and deliver continuously high-quality
banking services without interruption. 

Healthy financial indicators
Al-Marzouq confirmed that KFH has

achieved healthy financial indicators by continu-
ally focusing on the core banking activity, noting
the growth in operating income supported by
increases in net financing income. 

He added that the challenging operating
environment and the current economic condi-
tions due to the coronavirus pandemic certainly
affected the profits rate in the first six months of
this year. Therefore, KFH has increased the pre-
cautionary provisions to preserve the quality of
financings.

Supporting economy 
Al-Marzouq said that KFH has supported

the local economy which faces several chal-
lenges because of coronavirus pandemic. The
aspects of support included a contribution to a
KD 10 million fund to support the govern-
ment’s efforts to combat the spread of Covid-
19, delay the payment of installments of con-
sumer and installed financings as well as SMEs
for six months along with cancelling profits and
providing more support for the corporate sec-

tor, including the SMEs. This comes in line with
the commitment of KFH to the social and
national responsibility and to the interest of its
customers. 

Pioneer role in Sukuk
Al-Marzouq said that KFH has succeeded in

boosting its position in the global Sukuk market,
noting that KFH Group led KD 150 million
Sukuk to Warba bank, the first Kuwaiti Dinar-
denominated Sukuk issuance, where KFH
Capital, the investment arm of KFH Group, act-
ed as Global Coordinator, Lead Manager and
Bookrunner of the issuance. 

He added that KFH occupied first place in
the IILM Sukuk program which supplied liquid-
ity with an excess of $9 billion in 2019, across
29 USD Sukuk.

The Chairman emphasized the responsibili-
ty and vision of KFH to maintain leading the
global development in the Islamic finance
industry and to be part in developing and
structuring the innovative Islamic financial
services and products. 

Digital transformation
Al-Marzouq stressed on moving forward in

the strategy of digital transformation, increas-
ing investments in technology through adopt-
ing the latest FinTech innovations, using the
artificial intelligence and robotics in the bank-
ing transactions as well as achieving excel-
lence in mobile banking and KFH Go services.
This could strengthen the digital customer
experience, drive the digital development in
the banking industry, as well as successfully
activate the business continuity plan in emer-
gency cases.

He added that the demand for KFH’s online
services prove their efficiency and ability to
meet customers’ needs. KFH Customers benefit-
ed from Swift GPI service through KFHOnline,
opening KFH gold account, online gold pur-
chase and sell, KCC dividend subscription,
transfer to KFH Trade, opening deposits, open-

ing bank account, checking the PINs for credit
and debit cards, money transfer to credit card,
cheque deposit online, cardless withdrawals
using QR code through mobile, or using ID,
KYC update, update profile service, checking
installment and dues online, transfer to KFH
accounts, transfer to other banks as well as sev-
eral high-quality digital banking services. 

Group banks
Al-Marzouq said that the synergy among the

Group banks in Turkey, Germany, Bahrain,
Malaysia and Saudi Arabia is one of KFH’s core
strengths along with the diversified financial and
banking services and their compatibility with
the latest developed FinTech such as “Digital
Bank” in Turkey and “Jazeel” Platform in
Bahrain.  

Sustainability and development
“KFH is steadily pursuing the strategy of

sustainable development and social responsibil-
ity. Recently, it has individually increased its
contribution to the government’s fund, to be one
of the major participants of the fund which was
put at the disposal of the cabinet to support the
country’s efforts to deal with the exceptional
conditions. Supporting the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society, KFH offered mobile security points to
serve relevant authorities in medical quarantines
and various security sites. It also raised aware-
ness on preventive measures against the current
exceptional conditions along with adherence to
the health guidelines and taking measures to
protect customers, employees, partners and
society.” Al-Marzouq explained.

Appreciation
Al-Marzouq extended his thanks to the

shareholders and customers for their support
and trust in KFH’s operations and activities and
to the regulatory authorities. He also commend-
ed the executive management and staff for their
outstanding efforts in delivering services with-
out interruption.

KFH achieves KD 56.9 million in net 
profit for H1 of 2020: Al-Marzouq

Net profit decreases 47.1% compared to same period last year

• KFH increased precautionary provisions due to coronavirus pandemic
• Net financing income reached KD 295.7 million; an increase of 18.0%
• Net operating income reached KD 267.6 million; an increase of 11.2%
• Financing portfolio increased to reach KD 9.9 billion; an increase of 5.7%.
• Deposits reached KD 14.6 billion; an increase of 7.6%
• High-quality advanced banking services without interruption
• Balanced performance and high ability to adapt to the exceptional conditions

• Solid capital base and precautionary provisions
• Recent pressure tests revealed that “KFH” enjoys a high level of immunity
• Coronavirus pandemic certainly affected the income and profits rate
• More support to local economy for facing current circumstances
• Further support to corporate sector including SMEs
• Successfully led the first Kuwaiti dinar-denominated Sukuk issuance for KD 150m
• Leading role in developing the Islamic finance industry
• Moving forward in the strategy of digital transformation 

Hamad Al-Marzouq
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LONDON: The Bank of England yesterday said
it had voted to keep its main interest rate at a
record-low 0.1 percent, while predicting a less
severe recession for the UK.  The BoE added
that its huge cash stimulus program used to prop
up the British economy during the coronavirus
pandemic would remain at £745 billion ($967
billion, 813 billion euros).

Britain’s economy was expected to contract
by 9.5 percent this year, the BoE said, down-
grading its prior estimate of minus 14 percent.
“Nonetheless, the recovery in demand takes time
as health concerns drag on activity,” the BoE
said in minutes of its latest regular meeting that
took place Tuesday.

“GDP is not projected to exceed its level in
2019 Q4 until the end of 2021, in part reflecting
persistently weaker supply capacity,” it added.
The pound meanwhile rallied against the dollar
on the revision.

“The BoE was considerably more upbeat
about the recovery than had been expected,”
noted City Index analyst Fiona Cincotta.  “Up-
wardly revised growth forecasts, a more rapid
recovery than initially feared and no tilting to-
wards negative rates at this time has sent the
pound surging towards $1.32.”  

The BoE also forecast that Britain’s unem-
ployment rate would shoot higher to around 7.5
percent by the end of the year. “Employment ap-
pears to have fallen since the COVID-19 out-
break, although this has been very significantly
mitigated by the extensive take-up of support
from temporary government schemes,” the min-
utes said.  “Surveys indicate that many workers

have already returned to work from furlough, but
considerable uncertainty remains about the
prospects for employment after those support
schemes unwind.”

UK companies, from major retailers to air-
lines, are axing thousands of jobs despite gov-
ernment efforts to safeguard employment during
the pandemic. The government is paying up to
80 percent of workers’ wages under the state’s
furlough scheme, which finance minister Rishi
Sunak has said must end in October. Replacing
the scheme is a stimulus package worth £30 bil-

lion, including bonuses for companies retaining
furloughed staff and offering apprenticeships
amid fears of mass youth unemployment result-
ing from COVID-19 fallout.

Slower recovery
The Bank said that Britain’s economy would

probably take longer to get back to its pre-
pandemic size than it previously thought, even
if the scale of the hit this year might not be
quite as bad. 

However, the BoE’s protections for 2020 are

less grim than in May. Unemployment is ex-
pected to peak at 7.5 percent at the end of this
year, almost double the most recent rate but
lower than the BoE’s previous estimate of just
under 10 percent. The overall economy now
looks on course for a 9.5 percent drop this year.
That would be the worst performance in 99
years but less severe than a 14 percent plunge in
the BoE’s May scenario, which would have been
the worst in more than three centuries.

Sterling hit its highest level against the dollar
in five months and was up about 0.4 percent at

0720 GMT. British government bond yields also
rose, as the BoE confirmed a further slowdown
in the pace of bond purchases. The BoE said
GDP was set to rebound by 9 percent next year,
weaker than the 15 percent surge in May’s sce-
nario, and there were bigger risks of a slower re-
covery than a faster one. The projections showed
the BoE’s Monetary Policy Committee thought
inflation was likely to go below zero this month
before returning to around the BoE’s 2 percent
target over the next couple of years and rising
to 2.2 percent in 2023. —Agencies

BoE expects less severe British 
recession, leaves rate on hold

Bank sees slower economic recovery from COVID hit

Nintendo reports 
bumper $1bn net 
profit in first quarter
TOKYO: Nintendo yesterday reported net profit surged to $1
billion in the first quarter, with players stuck at home during the
coronavirus virus driving extraordinary demand for the gaming
industry.

The Japanese giant raked in 106.5 billion yen for the three
months to June, a more than six-fold increase from 16.6 billion yen
a year earlier. Sales more than doubled to 358 billion yen, as de-
mand for its popular Switch console remained robust, as the de-
vice entered the crucial fourth year since its launch. The results
far exceeded the expectations of analysts and come on the back
of the runaway success of both the Switch and Nintendo’s hit “An-
imal Crossing” game.

“Sales for the entire Nintendo Switch family rose 166.6 percent
year-on-year to 5.68 million units,” the firm said, referring to both
the original Switch and the stripped-back Switch Lite.

Nintendo is one of a “handful” of major companies seeing sig-
nificant business opportunities from the coronavirus outbreak, an-
alysts said. “Demand for video games has remained strong among

people staying home following the pandemic,” Hideki Yasuda, an
analyst at Ace Research Institute in Tokyo, told AFP ahead of the
results.

“The lockdown boom is expected to continue for now,” he
added. Despite the blockbuster figures, the Kyoto-based firm de-
clined to upgrade its full-year forecast, leaving intact its projection
of 200 billion in net profit for the fiscal year to March, down 23
perfect from the previous year. — AFP

TOKYO: This file photo shows a screen displaying the characters from the Animal
Crossing series video game at a Nintendo store in Tokyo. — AFP

UK companies
axing jobs 

despite 
govt efforts LONDON: The Bank of England expects output to be more than 20 percent lower in the second quarter of 2020 than it was

in the final quarter of 2019. — Reuters

Spotlight on Indonesia’s
slow stimulus 
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s efforts to support its economy through the
coronavirus crisis were being hampered by the slow disbursement
of a $50 billion stimulus plan, economists said. The World Bank and
Indonesian government have warned that millions more people risk
being plunged into poverty amid the pandemic, as data showed the
economy shrank for the first time since 1999 in the second quarter.
Five months after its launch, only 22.4 percent of the stimulus had
been spent. The package had been split between health and eco-
nomic recovery programs ranging from corporate tax exemptions
to food and cash aid for households.

David Sumual, Bank Central Asia’s chief economist, said that un-
less the stimulus was disbursed faster the economy risked contract-
ing this year for the first time since 1998. 

“Government spending is the only driver of growth right now,
especially social programs,”  Sumual said. Just 39 percent of the
2,739 trillion rupiah ($189 billion) state budget, which includes
the stimulus, was spent in the first half of 2020, down from 42
percent at the same time last year. In two videos released by his
office, President Joko Widodo rebuked ministers for not spend-
ing faster. But ministries are now beginning to focus on finalizing
next year’s budget. — Reuters
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Petry, Habs put Penguins 
on brink of elimination

Toews’ late tip-in lifts Blackhawks over Oilers
TORONTO: Jeff Petry’s sharp-angle goal in the
third period Wednesday gave the Canadiens a 4-
3 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 3 of
their qualifying-round series, moving Montreal
ahead two games to one in the best-of-five set at
Toronto. Montreal, seeded 12th and last among
Eastern Conference postseason participants,
pushed the fifth-seeded Penguins into an elimina-
tion game Friday. Petry, who scored in overtime in
Game 1, broke a 3-3 tie and scored Montreal’s
third unanswered goal at 5:33 of the third. He
lifted a shot from the bottom of the left circle that
went off the mask of goaltender Matt Murray, off
the crossbar and in. Shea Weber added a goal and
two assists, Paul Byron a goal and an assist,
Jonathan Drouin a goal and Ben Chiarot two as-
sists for the Canadiens. Carey Price made 30
saves. Patric Hornqvist, Jason Zucker and Teddy
Blueger scored for the Penguins, and Murray
made 27 saves.

PANTHERS 3, ISLANDERS 2
Mike Hoffman scored the go-ahead goal in the

third period, and Florida stayed alive in its Eastern
Conference qualifying series with a win against
New York in Toronto. New York leads the best-
of-five series 2-1, with Game 4 set for Friday. Hoff-
man added an assist and the Panthers also got
goals from Erik Haula and Brian Boyle. New York,
which got goals from Jean-Gabriel Pageau and
Brock Nelson, had beaten Florida six straight
times entering the contest.

COYOTES 4, PREDATORS 1
Darcy Kuemper made 39 saves to lead Arizona

past Nashville in Game 3 of their best-of-five
Western Conference qualifying series in Edmon-
ton. Taylor Hall had a goal and an assist, and
Christian Dvorak, Conor Garland and Carl Soder-
berg also scored for the Coyotes, who grabbed a
2-1 series lead heading into Game 4 on Friday.
Viktor Arvidsson scored and Juuse Saros made 24
saves for the Predators.

BLACKHAWKS 4, OILERS 3
Jonathan Toews scored the game-winner with

76 seconds remaining, and Chicago claimed a
stunning win over Edmonton to move within a vic-
tory of advancing to the Stanley Cup playoffs’
round of 16. The Blackhawks, the lowest seed in
the Western Conference to reach the qualifying
round, lead the Oilers 2-1 in the best-of-five se-
ries. Chicago will look to complete the upset on
Friday. With overtime looming, Toews got a piece
of a Connor Murphy point shot that also deflected
off Oilers defender Ethan Bear and past Oilers
goalie Mikko Koskinen for his second goal of the
game and fourth of the series. Chicago goalie
Corey Crawford stopped 25 shots to earn the win.

LIGHTNING 3, BRUINS 2
Tyler Johnson’s tiebreaking rebound goal with

87 seconds remaining in regulation kept Tampa
Bay’s round-robin record perfect at the expense
of Boston. Johnson, who also had an assist,
punched in a rebound off Yanni Gourde’s shot

from the left circle to lift the Lightning (2-0-0, four
points) to the top of the standings in the week-
long tourney, which will set the top four seeds in
the Stanley Cup playoffs. Alex Killorn notched a
goal and an assist, and Brayden Point also scored.
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 25 shots. Boston’s
Charlie McAvoy and Chris Wagner tallied goals,
and Tuukka Rask made his first start of the post-
season and allowed three markers on 35 shots.

AVALANCHE 4, STARS 0
Pavel Francouz had 27 saves, Andre Bu-

rakovsky and Joonas Donskoi each had a goal and
an assist, and Colorado beat Dallas in Edmonton.
Cale Makar and Vladislav Namestnikov also had
goals, and Sam Girard had two assists for Col-
orado, which has won its first two games of the
seeding round of the NHL restart. Anton Khu-
dobin had 36 saves for the Stars. —Reuters

TORONTO:  Kris Letang #58 of the Pittsburgh Penguins checks Tomas Tatar #90 of the Montreal Cana-
diens in Game Three of the Eastern Conference Qualification Round prior to the 2020 NHL Stanley Cup
Playoffs at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto. — AFP

TOKYO: A giant set of Olympic rings
installed off Tokyo’s waterfront was
towed away for inspections and main-
tenance yesterday after coronavirus
forced the year-long postponement of
the 2020 Games. The 69-ton inter-
locking rings went up off the Odaiba
bay area at the beginning of the year,
as the city began the final countdown
to the Summer Olympics.

They were intended to stay in
place until the original end date of the
Olympics, on August 9, and then be
replaced by the Paralympics symbol.
But yesterday, the barge holding the
monument — which is more than 15
metres tall and 32 metres wide (49
feet by 104 feet) — was towed back
to shore. “The Olympic Symbol as

well as its salvage barge will undergo
a safety inspection and receive main-
tenance for about four months. The
date of re-installation to the current
location will be determined after
maintenance has been completed,”
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
said in a statement.

This year’s Games were originally
scheduled to open on July 24, but of-
ficials took the historic decision to
push back the event by a year as the
coronavirus pandemic spread across
the globe. Olympic and Japanese offi-
cials have said they remain committed
to holding the Games next year as
planned, but experts have questioned
whether the virus will be under con-
trol by then. —AFP

Giant Olympic 
rings towed away 
for maintenanceSILVERSTONE: Lewis Hamilton re-

turns to Silverstone this weekend
knowing he faces another “serious
challenge” with even softer tyres
and hotter conditions for the 70th
Anniversary Grand Prix than those
he overcame on his way to a dra-
matic triumph in last Sunday’s British
Grand Prix.

Just days after his victory on three
working wheels, and one that was
damaged and punctured, the champi-
onship leader and six-time world
champion is braced for a similarly
testing weekend with high tempera-
tures forecast and tyre suppliers
Pirelli switching to a less durable
compound.

“One step softer is going to be a
challenge for us all and, no doubt, will
move us all to at least a two-stop
(strategy),” explained Hamilton in the

aftermath of his 87th career win. 
“Obviously, our cars are a lot

quicker this year, but we’re using the
same tyres as last year.

“They (Pirelli) weren’t able to de-
velop a better tyre to deal with the
forces for this season so it’s going to
be a really serious challenge.”

Hamilton’s heroics in bringing his
damaged car home to win by five sec-
onds ahead of the rapidly-closing
Max Verstappen of Red Bull has given
him folklore status within the sport as
he moved 30 points clear of his Mer-
cedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas in the
drivers championship.

“I think we cannot take anything
away from Lewis, who I think is one
of the greatest drivers in Formula One
history,” proclaimed Charles Leclerc,
who finished third behind him for Fer-
rari last weekend. 

“Always very constant, always 100
per cent, mentally very strong,” he
told Italian sports daily La Gazzetta
dello Sport.

“There is nothing else to say. Mer-
cedes and him — that combination, of
these two elements, makes it so diffi-
cult to compete with them right now.”

This weekend’s race will commem-
orate the 70th anniversary of the in-
augural world championship race,
held at Silverstone in 1950 - an event
that saw Italian Giuseppe Farina vic-
torious in the first of three triumphant
Alfa Romeo cars.

Juan-Manuel Fangio, who was to
be a five-time champion, led briefly
but failed to finish in his Alfa Romeo
after rupturing an oil pipe. 

This allowed Luigi Fagioli to come
second ahead of Briton Reg Parnell,
who hit a hare during the race.

Such hazards may be less likely
this weekend, but after last Sunday’s
three tyre failures in the closing laps
- Bottas and McLaren’s Carlos Sainz
were also hit by delamination and
punctures - more unexpected inci-
dents cannot be discounted.—AFP

Hamilton forcing rivals to
‘count sheep’ at Silverstone



Kyrgios unlikely 
for French Open
SYDNEY: Nick Kyrgios dropped a huge hint yesterday that
he will skip the French Open, saying the chances of him trav-
elling to Europe this year were “slim to none”. The opinionated
Australian last week pulled out of the upcoming US Open in
New York due to the coronavirus pandemic, with world num-
ber two Rafael Nadal following suit.

Kyrgios, ranked just 40 but a big drawcard, said he wasn’t
surprised by the Spaniard’s decision, noting that the clay court
king was likely “eyeing the French Open” in late September.
“And if I was to play I’d probably definitely rather go to Europe
(than America) at this time of year for sure with everything
going on,” he added to Channel Nine television from his Can-
berra base. But Kyrgios suggested that was also unlikely, cast-
ing serious doubt over his presence at Roland Garros. “It’s a
very slim chance I’ll play in Europe. Almost slim to none to be
honest,” he said. “I’m going to use this (time) to stay home,
train, be with my family, be with my friends and I’m just going
to act responsibly, and wait till I think there’s better circum-
stances to play.”

Kyrgios also cast doubt on next year’s Australian Open,
scheduled for January, as host city Melbourne battles a major
outbreak that has triggered a stay-at-home lockdown and
curfew. “I’m not too sure the Australian Open will be going
ahead as it did at the start of the year with the pandemic in
Melbourne,” he said.

“It’s sad times in Melbourne so I’m not too sure if the Aus-
tralian Open will go on.” Kyrgios has been vocal in his criticism
of some other players during the pandemic, waging a social
media battle with top names who played at Novak Djokovic’s
ill-fated Adria Tour exhibition. Djokovic, Grigor Dimitrov,
Borna Coric and Viktor Troicki all tested positive for the
COVID-19 illness after the event, where social distancing was
minimal and some players went nightclubbing. The Serbian
world number one, Austrian Dominic Thiem, Coric and Alexan-
der Zverev have all been in Kyrgios’s firing line and he lobbed
another missile, without naming any players, on Thursday.

“Their behaviour throughout this time, I don’t think has
been great at all. Especially coming from some of our leaders
of the sport,” Kyrgios said. “On top of our game they’re sup-
posed to be setting an example for the rest of the tour, and
them coming back at me with behaviour that I’ve done on
court, I mean it just shows their intellectual level to be honest.
“Putting lives at risk, it’s not really comparable.” —AFP
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Nick Kyrgios

MIAMI: Having clinched a Western Conference top
seed in the NBA playoffs, the Los Angeles Lakers
began experimenting for the post-season Wednesday
and found they still have some work to do. In their first
game since taking the top spot, the Lakers were
routed 105-86 by Oklahoma City, never leading for
the first time all season.

Chris Paul scored a game-high 21 points and Ital-
ian forward Danilo Gallinari added 19 as the Thunder,
42-25, stayed one game behind Utah for fourth in the
West. Three-time NBA champion LeBron James led
the Lakers with 19 points and 11 rebounds in 30 min-
utes on the court while Anthony Davis had nine
points, eight rebounds and five assists.

“Some things we need to continue to work on,”
James said. “We’ve been out 4 1/2 months. “When you
put in the hours, put in the reps, you can’t worry to
much. You’ve got to go get it.” Everyone on the Lak-
ers’ roster played as the purple and gold looked to
the playoffs by testing combinations and talent to see
who might work well together when needed later in
the Orlando bubble, where games resumed last week
after a four-month COVID-19 hiatus.

“We have some guys who are new to the system,”
James said. “We’re just trying to fit everybody in, do
it on the fly, but at the same time get our legs back
underneath us.” The Orlando Magic and Brooklyn
Nets each could have clinched an Eastern Conference
playoff berth with a victory, but both were beaten by
title contenders. Fred VanVleet scored a game-high
21 points and matched Kyle Lowry’s game-high 10
assists to spark the defending NBA champion
Toronto Raptors over Orlando 109-99. The Magic fell
to 32-37, a half-game behind the seventh-place
Brooklyn Nets, who fell to Boston 149-115.

Jaylen Brown led the Celtics with 21 points and
Jason Tatum added 19 as Boston had seven double-

figure scorers and unleashed the team’s highest one-
game point total of the season despite playing with-
out rested star guard Kemba Walker.

Cameroonian star Joel Embiid had game highs of
30 points and 11 rebounds to lead Philadelphia over
Washington 107-98 but the 76ers lost Australian star
guard Ben Simmons to a left knee injury in the third
quarter. Simmons had eight points on 2-of-10 shoot-
ing with six rebounds and four assists in 23 minutes
before exiting as the Sixers improved to 41-27, one
game behind fifth-place Indiana in the Eastern Con-
ference.  The Athletic reported Simmons had an MRI
on the knee that was negative and his status would be
decided day to day. The Wizards, 24-44 and 0-4 in
the bubble, will be eliminated from playoff contention
with one more loss or if Orlando and Brooklyn both
win. That could happen Friday when New Orleans
plays Washington, Brooklyn faces Sacramento and
Orlando meets Philadelphia.

AUSSIE INGLES SIZZLES 
Australian guard Joe Ingles scored 25 points, hit-

ting 6-of-11 from 3-point range, while Mike Conley
added 23 and French center Rudy Gobert contributed
21 points and 16 rebounds to power the Utah Jazz
over Memphis 124-115.

Dillion Brooks scored 23 to lead the Grizzlies, who
had 20 points from rookie star Ja Morant plus 21
points and 14 rebounds from Lithuanian big man
Jonas Valanciunas. “We battled tonight,” Morant said.
“All in all I thought we played good.”

At 32-37, Memphis fell to only one game ahead of
Portland for eighth place in the Western Conference.
Denver’s Michael Porter scored 30 points and
grabbed 15 rebounds while Serbian 7-footer Nikola
Jokic added 25 points and 11 assists to lead the
Nuggets over San Antonio 132-126.

Reserve forward Rudy Gay scored 24 points to
pace the Spurs, who missed a chance to pull within a
game of Memphis as well. 

Meanwhile, National Basketball Association
(NBA) team owners will contribute a total of $300
million over the next 10 years to a charitable founda-
tion aimed at accelerating economic growth in the
Black community, the league said on Wednesday.

Each of the NBA’s 30 teams will provide $1 million
annually during that time to fund the NBA Foundation,
which is being launched by the league’s board of gov-
ernors and the players’ union.

“The creation of this foundation is an important
step in developing more opportunities for the Black
community,” said National Basketball Players Asso-

ciation (NBPA) President Chris Paul.
“I am proud of our league and our players for their

commitment to this long-term fight for equality and
justice, and I know we will continue to find ways to
keep pushing for meaningful institutional change,”
Paul said. The foundation aims to drive economic em-
powerment for Black communities through employ-
ment and career advancement, increasing access and
support for high school, college-age and career-
ready Black men and women.

It will also work toward deepening the NBA’s
commitment to racial equality and social justice,
movements that have gathered momentum after the
death of George Floyd, an unarmed Black man killed
in police custody in May. —

NBA Lakers thumped by Thunder,
Raptors and Celtics win

Team owners pledge $300m over 10 years to Black empowerment

ORLANDO: Chris Paul #3 of the Oklahoma City Thunder defends against LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles
Lakers as part of the NBA Restart 2020 at HP Field House at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando,
Florida. —AFP
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PARIS: Manchester United coach Ole Gunner
Solskjaer praised the performance of his sec-
ond-string side in reaching the Europa League
quarter-finals with a 2-1 win over LASK on
Wednesday. United had a 5-0 lead from their
first leg played in March and will face Copen-
hagen who enjoyed a 3-0 victory on the night
over Istanbul Basaksehir in their last 16 tie.

Usual starters such as Paul Pogba, Marcus
Rashford and Anthony Martial were named on
the bench while the likes of Jesse Lingard and
Fred started at an almost empty Old Trafford. “It
was a good excercise, job done, minutes under
the belt and ready to travel,” Solskjaer told
broadcaster BT Sport.

“The sharpness you lack when you don’t play
regularly. Some of these haven’t really played
since lockdown. They played last time against
Norwich which is a month ago,” he added. De-
spite United’s comfortable lead from March 12’s
first leg the visitors caused problems early on.

Andres Andrade hit the crossbar with a pow-
erful header after 10 minutes before Peter Mi-
chorl fired wide just after the quarter of an hour
mark. The Linz-based outfit had to wait until the
second half to break the deadlock as defender
Philipp Wiesinger rifled into the top corner from
outside the box after 55 minutes.

Their celebrations were shortlived as Lingard
equalised on the counter attack for United three
minutes later. Martial claimed the match-winner
with two minutes to go despite LASK goalkpeer

Alexander Schlager getting a foot to the France
striker’s shot. 

LUKAKU SCORES AGAIN 
Elsewhere, Antonio Conte’s Inter Milan will

face either Steven Gerrard’s Rangers or Bayer
Leverkusen with the Germans holding a 3-1 lead
going into today’s match after his side beat
Getafe 2-0.

Romelu Lukaku and Christian Eriksen scored
either side of the break for the Italians. “It was a
difficult match against a team that plays aggres-
sively, but we did well, the defence did a good
job and I’m happy to score for the team,” Lukaku
told Sky Sport Italia.

“Christian also got an important goal for the
side and we must continue like this.” Inter’s
meeting with the La Liga side was played over
just one leg in Gelsenkirchen to save time ahead
of next week’s last eight to be held in Germany.

Lukaku became the club’s first player to
score in five straight European appearances
since Brazilian striker Adriano in 2004.  Lukaku
slotted home after Alessandro Bastoni’s long ball
after 33 minutes. The Spaniards were given a
chance to take the game to penalties with 25
minutes remaining as VAR said Diego Godin had
handballed in his own box but veteran cente-for-
ward Jorge Molina missed the resulting penalty.

Eriksen made sure of Inter’s last-eight spot
after 84 minutes with his first touch after
Dakonam Djene made a mess of a clearance in-

side his own area.  
Earlier, 2009 champions Shakhtar Donetsk

booked a quarter-final place against Basel or
Eintracht Frankfurt after three goals within the

closing four minutes clinched a 3-0 win over
Wolfsburg. On Thursday Rangers head to Lev-
erkusen, Wolves host Olympiakos, and Sevilla
face Roma in Duisburg. —AFP

‘Job done’ as Solskjaer’s United 
reach Europa League last eight

Inter Milan beat Getafe to clinch places in quarter finals

MANCHESTER: Austrian defender Philipp Wiesinger (L) vies with Manchester United’s Nigerian striker Odion
Ighalo during the UEFA Europa League last 16 second leg football match between Manchester United and
Linzer ASK at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England. —AFP

Smith has ‘unfinished 
business’ with 
England and India
SYDNEY: Winning the Ashes in England and clinching a Test series
in India are the “two big mountains” still to climb before master
Australia batsman Steve Smith considers retirement. The 31-year-
old had an astonishing tour of England last year, blazing 774 runs
from just four Tests, having missed the third Test with concussion
after being hit by a Jofra Archer bouncer.

But his exploits were only enough for Tim Paine’s side to retain
the fabled Ashes urn as holders, rather than win it outright, with the
series ending 2-2 after Australia lost the fifth and final Test at The
Oval. Smith said it left him disappointed and with “unfinished busi-
ness”. “To know that we’d got the Ashes back was pretty special,”
he told The Unplayable Podcast this week. “Unfortunately, we
couldn’t win them which is something I’d still like to do.  “From my
personal perspective, I think it’s unfinished business,” he added.
“It’s great to retain the Ashes but it just doesn’t sit right with me
when you don’t win it. We drew the series — good, but not great.
“So I probably left at the end of the fifth Test (feeling) more disap-
pointed than a sense of achievement.” —AFP

Juve’s ‘MVP’ Dybala 
in race against time 
for Lyon decider
MILAN: On the verge of being sold to Manchester United
last summer, Paulo Dybala is once again Juventus’ talisman
as the newly-crowned Italian champions race to get him
ready for their Champions League showdown with Lyon.

This time last year Dybala, 26, looked to be the coun-
terweight in Romelu Lukaku’s transfer to Turin but has
since re-established himself as the fulcrum of Juve’s attack
alongside Cristiano Ronaldo, scoring 16 goals in all com-
petitions and setting up 14 more. His form, after a slow
start to the season, led to him being crowned Serie A’s
‘MVP’ on Tuesday ahead of Ronaldo and European
Golden Shoe winner Ciro Immobile.

And now Dybala is reportedly on the verge of a new
five-year deal with Juve, a remarkable turnaround from
what at one point seemed a near-certain departure to
England.

Now the Italian champions are feverishly trying to help
the Argentine recover from a thigh injury picked up the
night they won their ninth straight ‘Scudetto’ in the hope

he can start against Lyon on Friday night.
Last week coach Maurizio Sarri said that Dybala’s “re-

covery process is going well”, but admitted he wasn’t sure
when Dybala would return to action. However Italian
media reported on Wednesday that there is some optimism
that he will be back in time to play some part the clash at
the Allianz Stadium. Juve trail the Ligue 1 side, who lost on
penalties to Paris Saint-Germain in the French League Cup
final at the weekend, following their 1-0 defeat in France
six months ago. Despite winning the league with two
matches to spare — having restarted the 2019-20 cam-
paign in June just a point ahead of nearest challengers
Lazio — their form at the end of the campaign has raised
concerns that they might not make the final eight tourna-
ment in Lisbon later this month. They finished the season
with just two wins and four defeats in their final eight
matches, with performances throughout the season rarely
hitting the heights of the famed ‘Sarriball’ their coach
achieved at Napoli.

In the 12 games between Serie A’s return from the coro-
navirus lockdown and the end of the league campaign Juve
conceded 19 goals, nearly half the overall tally of 43 in the
‘goals against’ column. Sarri has accused the league of
“creating problems” for his team with a packed schedule
and had threatened to play Juve’s under-23 side against
Roma on the final weekend, a match which ended in a
thumping 3-1 defeat.  —AFP
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Petry, Habs put Penguins  
on brink of elimination

See Page 37

EDMONTON: Leon Draisaitl #29 of the 
Edmonton Oilers is congratulated by his 
teammate Connor McDavid #97 after scoring 
his second goal of the game against the 
Chicago Blackhawks during the second peri-
od in Game Three of the Western Conference 
Qualification Round. — AFP
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