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Local Spotlight

War of rumors

It is no secret that the world is going through a real
crisis both globally and regionally, because the situ-
ation is delicate and critical. The problem is not in

the crisis itself, because it can be resolved quietly behind
closed doors. But rumors can easily shatter morale by
creating unnecessary concern amongst the public.

Rumors are known as a means of psychological war-
fare. This makes it a threat to small societies such as
ours, especially when some add their own views, wishes
or comments as reliable sources. There is no doubt that
news spreads quickly today, whether bad or good, due
to the presence of social media and the proliferation of
satellite TV and a large number of mobile devices. The
rumor may be military, political, economic or social, but
remains a method of psychological warfare.

These days, because of the volatile situation in the Gulf
region, rumors abound, touching events such as war and
political relations, which affects people and what goes on
behind closed doors. It is difficult to read the political
scene and economic situation in the Gulf region because
it is not possible to predict what could really happen in
the next few months and what the situation will be.

Recently, rumors have begun to increase. No one
denies the tension in the Gulf region as well as in US-
Iranian relations. This has a negative impact on the
region, not because it is a sign of a devastating war, but
because people worry about their future and lives. The
fact is that war in any Gulf or Arab country will ignite
the whole region with a war in which no one will emerge
victorious and which will cause victims, in addition to
damaging vital security facilities. 

Any calls for war and conflicts undermines the impor-
tance of dialogue and diplomatic solutions, either by
hinting or by declaring openly, so I hope everyone will
not rush to disseminate abusive opinions and conclu-
sions that could fuel the situation and increase anxiety
among the people.

A rumor can be transmitted verbally or through the
media, and is intended to break morale. It has an effective
speed and influences people’s minds and emotions. It
tampers with them by formatting public opinion, making it
one of the most important means of psychological warfare. 

I believe that the speed of the rumor depends on the
transparency of the government in dealing with it. Lack
of quick transparency and clarification by government
agencies and the dissemination of right information can
make rumors grow. I do not agree with those who
demand legal deterrence against those who spread
rumors, especially on mobile devices or social media,
because minds do not have walls. By educating people
about any rumor, especially ones that are affecting the
political or economic situation, the government should
bear its responsibility for clarification and transparency.

I wish from everyone to be wary of transmitting false
information that would destabilize the security of a
country or state, and pay close attention to people who
use their time to spread rumors, whether religious or
intellectual, which is very dangerous. 

Hundreds of craftsmen work in various fields in the traditional Souq Al Mubarakiya. Here we see tailors at their sewing
machines. _ Photos by well known photojournalist Saleh Taqi  

Scammers work through a variety of means to make
their money off unsuspecting victims. From emails to
telephone calls to whatsapp messages. In the Gulf

we suffer a lot from scammers, both based in the region
and ones working in neighboring states. 

A new scam in Kuwait is targeting women via telephone
calls. Sellers of counterfeit perfumes are making cold calls
to local numbers, then pretending to be from well known
local perfume shops. They offer ‘promotional’ rates on lux-
ury brand perfumes and free delivery to your home. 

Ibtisam is one of those who bought these perfumes, as
the caller convinced her she can exchange any of the per-
fumes that she didn’t like at the local store. “When I
received the phone call, I was doubtful about the genuine-
ness of these perfumes, but when the caller assured me that
I can exchange them at the well-known store if I change
my mind, I trusted him, as I didn’t imagine he could be
lying,” she told Kuwait Times.     

After telling her friend about this great promotion, she

was shocked by her response. “My friend said she is sure
that this offer is a scam, as this popular store doesn’t have a
delivery service and doesn’t need to hold such promotions
as it’s already very much frequented by customers. So I had
doubts and went to the store to find the truth.
Unfortunately, the store’s staff told me I wasn’t the only one
asking about this, as tens of people had come with a similar
complaint,” explained Ibtisam.

“I paid KD 39 for three perfumes, which are worth over
KD 90. After what they told me at the store, I realized the
perfumes I bought are counterfeit. So I didn’t even open
them and gave them away as gifts to my young niece. I
tried to call the number of the seller, which was a landline,
but they never answered. I didn’t file a case at the police
station as my husband refused to let me file a complaint,”
she concluded.

Visiting this store, the staff told Kuwait Times many peo-
ple had been complaining about the fake perfume delivery
scam since July. The saleslady said the management filed a
case at the police station, as these scammers are spoiling
their reputation by using the name of their store. 

Fake perfumes usually have a similar smell as the real
fragrances, but are much less intense. So if the original per-
fume lasts for a couple of hours, the fake perfume will dis-
appear after a few minutes. Fake perfumes are also avail-
able at traditional markets and exhibitions, and never cost
more than KD 5. So be careful and don’t get scammed by
random callers offering discounted perfumes! 

Scammers target perfume buyers 

By Nawara Fattahova

nawara@kuwaittimes.net

IN MY VIEW
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By Faten Omar

Kuwait Times will take you to explore
the beauty of the Red Palace which
is located in the southeast section of

Kuwait’s second city, Al-Jahra. Jahra has
long been known as an oasis and a major
agricultural center in Kuwait because of its
wells.

The Kuwaiti writer, Yacoub Yousef Al-
Hajji mentioned in his book “Old Kuwait
Images and Memories” that the Red
Palace was built in 1897 as a summer
place for Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah. 

The Red Palace is considered one of
the most important historical landmarks of
the State of Kuwait for its association with
the famous 1920 Battle of Jahra.

In October of that year, a 4,000-strong
force of Ikhwan from Saudi Arabia at-
tacked Kuwait and Jahra, which was de-
fended by then ruler Sheikh Salem Al
Mubarak and 1,500 Kuwaiti fighters. The
battlefield was the Red Palace (Al-Qasr
Al-Ahmar), which now stands as a source
of heroism and martyrdom. British military
intervention eventually turned the tide in
Kuwait’s favor. 

The palace is a square-shaped building
with an area of about 19,000 square me-
ters by a 15 feet high and 2 feet thick
walls. The palace also has three main
gates.

Above these walls, there are towers
called ghoula at the four corners of the
palace that have different sizes of holes.
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The Red Palace is under the protection and authority of
the National Council of Culture, Arts and Letters. 

— Photos courtesy the NCCAL and by Yasser Al-Zayyat

These were design to give infantrymen a view and line
of fire in all directions. The four towers are built with
bricks made from mud mixed with local desert shrubs. 

The palace has 33 rooms and six yards, one of
the yards has a non-potable water well in the center.
During the battle of Jahra, well water was used to
treat the wounded and was drunk mixed with date
palm to sweeten the taste. 

The name of the Red Palace derives from the
type and color of mud that was used in its con-
struction. The palace consists of three sections:
the residence of the emir, mosque, and diwaniya. 

The Red Palace is currently used as the
headquarters of the Badia Heritage Center that
is under the umbrella of the National Council of
Culture, Arts and Letters.

Entry is free
You can visit the Red Palace during its open-

ing hours from Sunday to Thursday from 8:30
AM to 12:30 PM and evening timing from 4:30 PM

to 7:30 PM. 
The Red Palace also receives visitors in the week-

end on Saturday from 8:30 AM to 11:00 AM and from
4:30 PM to 7:30 PM.
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By Nawara Fattahova

Kuwait’s streets are a hodgepodge of
numbers, names and nicknames. Ask
for directions and you might be told

take the 30, get off at Fahaheel Expressway
or turn onto Istiqlal Street. Part of the confu-
sion stems from the many different commu-
nities in Kuwait. Similar to some areas, dif-
ferent communities use different names for
streets. Westerners, for instance, tend to
refer to the numbered highways as the 30,
40, 50 or 55 and so on. Locals and those
who have grown up in Kuwait seldom use
the numbers but instead refer to these high-
ways and streets by their given names. 

A special ‘nomenclature committee’ at
the Kuwait Municipality was established
solely for the purpose of naming Kuwait’s
streets. Kuwait Times interviewed Head of
the Committee and the Assistant Director
General for Projects Affairs Yousef Al-
Munawer to learn more about how names of
streets are chosen and what are the issues
surrounding the process. 

The nomenclature committee was formed
by the Municipal Council and consists of
members from the Municipality and other
institutions including the Ministry of
Information, Amiri Diwan, the Cabinet,
Kuwait Writers Association, National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters and the
Gulf Studies Institution. The committee is
currently not empowered to set new criteria
for naming. 

Based on numbers but still named
All streets in Kuwait have been assigned

numbers. “Addresses in Kuwait are based
on numbers, and the names are just an
addition. Each street has a number, so the
official address includes this number and
not the name. Even Arabian Gulf Road has
a number - 25. When the name of any
street is changed, the Municipality sends
official letters to various institutions in
charge about this change,” Munawer told
Kuwait Times.

Names, however, are also used and can
come about in a variety of ways. Some
streets were named by Amiri decree, such
as naming the Sixth Ring Road after the
late parliament speaker and prominent
businessman Jassem Al-Khorafi, and the
Fifth Ring Road after the late ruler of the
United Arab Emirates Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al-Nahyan.

Both the naming committee and ordi-
nary citizens can recommend names for
streets. Quite often, name suggestions are
made to honor a prominent member of the
community or someone who has made
great achievements in the country. “A fami-
ly can suggest naming a street after one of
its members who passed away. We then
research and study [the suggested per-
son’s] achievements. Here, we also cooper-
ate with the Researches and Studies
Center, the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs and other related institutions,”
Munawer said. 

A street by any other name
Confusion arises though when streets

are known by locals and residents by a
variety of different names. The so-called
Share’a Al Hubb (Love Street) is a well-
known and popular street between Daiya
and Dasma, but most foreigners will have
no clue of its location unless you call it the
Second Ring Road.  The so-called
Restaurants Street in Salmiya is another
famous local destination and most folks
know it based on that name, but in reality
it’s called Amr bin Al-Aas Street. 

Streets may also seem to have different
names because the names represent differ-
ent segments of the road. “If a road is
intersected by another road, traffic light or
roundabout, for instance, then it may have
a different name, such as the Maghreb
Highway, Riyadh Expressway or Istiqlal
Road,” explained Munawer. A good exam-
ple of this is Gulf Road, which becomes
Balajat Street in Ras Salmiya, and after
passing through Al-Bidaa Roundabout,
becomes Al-Ta’awon Street. 

Famous and local personalities 
Sometimes the name of a road may be

changed. “We have changed the name of
many streets that were named after histor-
ical personalities after we found that their
biographies were not honorable. For
instance, Al-Azraq Road was recently the
subject of much discussion on social
media. We found that Al-Azraq was an infi-

del and against the Muslims during his
time. So we suggested a change to the
municipal council, which has to get
approval from the Cabinet,” he said.

Also, some street names have been
modified and approved. “For instance, Al-
Zahra Street was changed to include the
full name of the person it’s named after -
Fatima Al-Zahra Street. A similar situation
occurred with Sukaina Street, which was
changed to Sukaina bint Al-Hussein Street.
These were old street names and we
recently revised the names on all the
signs,” said Munawer.        

There have also been political problems
with some street names. “For instance,
Hassan Al-Banna Street is named after the
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood. It has
been proposed many times to change the
name, but we couldn’t as it was causing
political problems. It’s not easy to change
the name of streets named after political
personalities, though a few have been
changed. So we have stopped approving
names of contemporary religious person-
alities,” concluded Munawer. 

For those driving on Kuwait’s streets,
the naming system can seem as arbitrary.
Directions and popular street addresses
aren’t always clear. The evolution of street
names, however, can provide interesting
clues to Kuwait’s local history as well as
important regional events. 

• Shared from Kuwait Times archives

Naming the streets of Kuwait 
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NEW YORK: Representative of HH the Amir,
HH the Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said the
United Nations has proved to be the ideal plat-
form for managing disputes and addressing var-
ious global challenges through dialogue.
Delivering Kuwait’s address to the 74th UN
General Assembly on Wednesday, Sheikh Jaber
started by congratulating Tijjani Muhammad-
Bande of Nigeria on his assumption of the pres-
idency of the current session of the UN General
Assembly on Sept 17, 2019. 

He wished Bande success in his mission,
renewing Kuwait’s full support to his leadership
of the General Assembly and appreciating the
efforts made by his predecessor Maria Fernanda
Espinosa of Ecuador in this regard. Sheikh Jaber
also spoke highly of UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres for his efforts in leading “this
prestigious organization”. 

“Over the last seven decades and more, the
UN, as a safe haven for dispute management,
was able to tackle a lot of formidable challenges
and chronic crises, prioritizing the logic of
peaceful diplomatic dialogue to protect the next
generations from the ordeals of conflicts and
war,” he said. “Since its emergence, the State of
Kuwait has committed itself to a foreign policy
based on peace and multilateral dialogue.
During its non-permanent membership of the
UN Security Council, Kuwait was able to
engage and interact directly in addressing vari-
ous global issues, whether chronic, regular or
emergency issues,” Sheikh Jaber said. 

“With its tenure nearing an end, Kuwait has
become more convinced that multilateral dia-
logue is a crucial means of addressing the global
challenges and that the UN provides the ideal
venue for such dialogue,” Sheikh Jaber stressed.
He renewed Kuwait’s commitment to the princi-
ples and objectives of the UN Charter and reit-
erated support for the UN in delivering its noble
message for protecting the world peace and
security. 

Acts of sabotage
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak denounced the recent

terrorist attacks on two oil facilities in Saudi
Arabia as a serious threat to the flow of energy
supplies to the world market. He said the
Arabian Gulf region has undergone a chain of
acts of terrorism and sabotage over the last
year, which posed a serious threat to the free-
dom of navigation inside the region and beyond,
and hampered the flow of energy supplies to the
world. 

Sheikh Jaber cited as an example the terror-
ist attacks on two oil facilities in Saudi Arabia on
Sept 14. He renewed Kuwait’s condemnation of
these terrorist attacks and reaffirmed full sup-
port to the measures the Saudi Arabia might
take to protect its security and stability. He reit-
erated the call for the international community
to shoulder its responsibilities for protection of
free navigation in this region in keeping with the

provisions of the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS). 

Palestine question 
Sheikh Jaber said the Palestine question

remains a central issue for the Arab and Muslim
worlds. “If this question continues to be
unsolved, it will deepen tensions and instability
in the Middle East region. Therefore, we urge
relaunching the (Palestinian-Israeli) peace talks
within a specific timeframe,” he stressed. “The
need is that the substantive peace talks must
ensure reaching fair and comprehensive peace
based on the two-state solution, the outcomes
of the previous rounds of talks, the relevant UN
resolutions and the Arab peace initiative of
2002.”

The negotiations must culminate into ending
the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territo-
ries and establishing the independent state of
Palestine within the pre-June 1967 borders and
with East Jerusalem as its capital city, he
added. Sheikh Jaber highlighted the need for
ending Israeli aggressions on holy sites and
illegal Jewish settlement expansions in occu-
pied Palestinian territories, warning against any
unilateral attempts to impose fait accompli in
this regard. 

Conflict in Syria 
Sheikh Jaber said the humanitarian disaster

in Syria, which has entered its ninth year, is a
reminder of the failure of the international com-
munity to reach a consensus on a possible solu-
tion. “The parties to this conflict also failed to
negotiate a peaceful settlement to the protract-
ed conflict. Therefore, we affirm our stance that
there is no military solution to this conflict and

there is no alternative to a political settlement
living up to the aspirations of the Syrian people
based on UN Security Council Resolution 2254
and the outcome of the Geneva declaration of
2012,” he noted. 

Regarding Yemen, Sheikh Jaber said this
crisis is another reminder of how to deal with
UN Security Council resolutions and the fail-
ure of the parties to the conflict to implement
the outcomes of the peace talks, including the
Stockholm deal reached late last year. “Once
again, Kuwait reaffirms that there is no military
solution to this conflict and continues to back
UN-led efforts to resume the political process
in order to restore peace, security and stabili-
ty in Yemen and preserve its territorial integri-
ty,” he said. 

Kuwait remains ready to host the Yemeni
brothers for another round of peace talks under
the auspices of the UN in order to reach a final
political solution based on the GCC initiative
and its executive mechanism, the outcomes of
the national dialogue and the UN Security
Council Resolution 2216” he added. 

Confidence-building measures 
Kuwait also called on Iran to take a number

of bold confidence-building measures to help
ease escalating tension in the Gulf region. “We
reiterate our call on the Islamic Republic of Iran
to take serious confidence-building measures to
initiate a dialogue that is based on respect for
sovereignty of states and non-interference in
their internal affairs, ease tension in the Gulf
region, and maintain safety of navigation,”
Sheikh Jaber said in his speech. He argued that
such a measure will help create relations based
on mutual respect and fruitful cooperation. “This

will embody the region states’ aspiration of sta-
bility and security to achieve prosperity and
development for their peoples,” he said.

Eliminating terrorism
Kuwait renewed its call for increasing inter-

national efforts to eliminate the scourge of ter-
rorism, describing it as one of the gravest chal-
lenges to the world order. “There is no doubt
that the growing threat of terrorism and violent
extremism is one of the most dangerous chal-
lenges facing the world order,” Sheikh Jaber
said. He reminded the world that the Middle
East region has suffered most from the sabotage
acts of terrorist organizations, especially the so-
called Islamic State terrorist group, which put
on a cloak of Islam to cover its destructive
intentions. 

“This is a direct reason to call for intensifying
efforts to counter this real danger in all its forms
and manifestations, dry up its sources and fund-
ing and activate international and regional con-
ventions on combating terrorism,” he said. He
regretted that this destructive threat of terror-
ism is snowballing in a number of states like
Yemen, Libya, Syria, Somalia and Afghanistan. 

The Kuwaiti premier, however, cited Iraq’s
success in defeating the so-called Islamic State
group as a good example how collective action
in dealing with this threat could have great
results. In the case of Iraq, which suffered most
from IS’ crimes, the great role of the internation-
al community and its cooperation with the
national government helped clear all the Iraqi
territories from the IS terrorist entity, he said.

Foreign investments
Sheikh Jaber also said Kuwait is working to

create an appropriate environment to lure
investments from all over the world. The prime
minister expressed satisfaction over the devel-
opment made over the last years, thanks to con-
certed efforts and a number of laws enacted by
Kuwait. He said Kuwait looks forward to getting
improved international indicators, including the
Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) which is issued
annually by the World Bank. 

He noted that Kuwait has assumed its
responsibility towards the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals, indicating that the country
proposed its first national plan for 2019 to
achieve these goals. This was done during a
high-level political forum, which reflected the
determination of the political leadership topped
with the directives of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the premier told
the attendees.

This aimed at bolstering international part-
nership and solidarity within the framework of
policies made by the government in the long,
medium and short terms to achieve the biggest
gains of sustainable development and link them
objectively to Kuwait’s 2035 vision and the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals, he con-
cluded. — KUNA 

Premier tackles Gulf, Iran, Palestine, 
Syria, terrorism, FDI in UN address  

Sheikh Jaber: UN provides ideal venue for addressing global challenges

NEW YORK: HH the Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
speaks during the 74th Session of the General Assembly at the United Nations headquarters on
Wednesday. — AFP 



NEW YORK: Terrorism is one of the ugliest threats to interna-
tional peace and security, Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
said on Wednesday. This came in Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s
speech in a UN Security Council session on cooperation between
the United Nations and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization;
the Collective Security Treaty Organization; and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS) to maintain international se-
curity and peace. 

Terrorism targets innocent civilians, including children and
women, he noted. Because of its growing threat to global security,
countries and organizations must step up their efforts, he argued.
The phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters is of serious con-
cern, he said, noting that this has become a main concern to many
countries. He pointed out that the UN and its counter-terrorism
agencies have a vital role to play, including through General As-
sembly and Security Council resolutions, as well as relevant
treaties and conventions.

During its presidency of the Security Council last June, Kuwait
organized a high-level briefing on cooperation between the
United Nations and the League of Arab States (LAS), and means
of cementing this collaboration, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said. The
session culminated in a presidential statement encouraging co-
operation between the United Nations, and regional and sub-re-
gional organizations, he stated.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled called on the Security Council to hold
further meetings to address the means necessary to ensure co-
operation between regional and sub-regional organizations. Ex-
perience has shown that no one country by itself can confront the
diverse and complicated modern challenges facing the world
today, including terrorism, drug and people trafficking, among

others, he explained. The Kuwaiti minister stressed the important
role of regional and sub-regional organizations, given their prox-
imity and knowledge of the history and culture of the region, as
well as their commonalities. 

Central Asia is a vital and promising region with geostrategic
importance and natural resources, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said.
The three regional organizations being discussed today have
close ties with the countries of the region, he noted. They play an
important role by galvanizing collective efforts to confront its
challenges, he said. He said that the UN and its bodies concerned
with terrorism play a vital role in making international policies and
strategies in line with legal frameworks represented in the reso-
lutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly as well
as the relevant international conventions and treaties.

Despite all these international measures, they require further
effective cooperation on the regional level, he made clear. The
minister commended the key role of the United Nations Center
for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia in bringing views of the
Central Asian countries together and bringing them to the nego-
tiating table. He voiced his hope that the center’s efforts, in coop-
eration with the regional organizations, would support economy
and development of Afghanistan to achieve security and stability
there as soon as possible. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said this is an essential element in
maintaining regional and international peace and security, and a
key factor in strengthening them. Being a member of several in-
ternational organizations like the Gulf Cooperation Council, the
Arab League, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and others,
Kuwait has approved several plans and strategies, and exerted
many efforts in this path, he said. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled pointed to contributions of these or-

ganizations to approving several pacts concerned with combat-
ing terrorism and putting a strategy contributing effectively to
boosting efforts of member states of these organizations to
counter terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as well as
criminalizing extremist ideologies and set up a database on ter-
rorism and terror groups.

The organizations also contributed to disseminating awareness
through social media and discarding extremism as well as pro-
moting youth’s role and family and setting a program to rehabili-
tate terrorists returning from the conflict zones, he said. Finally,
the minister hoped that these discussions would lead to more pro-
posals and strategies so as to promote cooperation between the
UN, and regional and sub-regional organizations. — KUNA 
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FM says terrorism ugly threat 
to international peace, security

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stresses role of regional, sub-regional organizations

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah addresses the UN Security Council on Wednesday. —KUNA 

GCC FMs 
meet Indian, 
Pakistani 
counterparts 
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah took part in the GCC-India
and GCC-Pakistan ministerial meetings on
Wednesday. The separate meetings, held on the
sidelines of the 74th UN General Assembly,
were co-chaired by Oman’s Minister Responsi-
ble for Foreign Affairs Yusuf bin Alawi bin Ab-
dullah - the current chair of the GCC Ministerial
Council, and Indian Minister of External Affairs
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi.

The meetings reviewed the friendly relations
between the member states of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) and India and Pakistan as
well as the status quo of the existing partner-
ships on cooperation in various fields. Also at-
tending were Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Moham-
mad Al-Sabah, Permanent Representative to the
UN Mansour Al-Otaibi as well as other senior
diplomats. — KUNA 

FAO lauds
Kuwait’s support
of programs
GENEVA: Kuwait support and donations
to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) is of a great interest in the region,
said Director of the FAO Liaison Office
with the UN at Geneva Carolyn Rodrigues
Birkett yesterday. The remarks to KUNA
came after her meeting with Kuwait’s Per-

manent Representative to the UN and other
international organizations in Geneva Am-
bassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim. 

The meeting discussed Kuwait’s support
and donations allocated to FAO’s programs in
Yemen, which would help in the rehabilitation
of the agricultural and food services sector in
Yemen, she said. Birkett expressed hope of
this fruitful cooperation with Kuwait to con-
tinue. Ghunaim said cooperation between
Kuwait and FAO aims at directing humanitar-
ian support to those in need and affected in
the first place. Kuwait’s cooperation with FAO,
whether in Yemen or Syria, is the only one of
its kind in the region, he added. — KUNA 

Sheikh Salman: ICAO 
recognition of DGCA 
efforts an ‘honor’ 
WASHINGTON: The International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO)
recognition of Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s (DGCA) ef-
forts is an honor for all Kuwaitis, said the directorate’s chief yesterday. In
his speech to the ICAO’s 40th General Assembly in Montreal, Canada, after
being chosen as First Vice-President of the Organization, DGCA Director
Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah said that he appreciated the recognition
bestowed by the 194-member organization. 

He affirmed that the recognition also came due to the extensive efforts
carried out by Kuwaiti aviation in the international scene. Sheikh Salman also
hinted at the humanitarian role played by Kuwait on the regional and global
spheres, saying that those working in the aviation and air cargo sector played
a huge role in implementing the directives of the Kuwaiti leadership in this

regard. On the sidelines of the General Assembly, Sheikh Salman met Singa-
porean Minister of Transport Khaw Boon Wan, discussing with him ways to
bolster cooperation within aviation security and air cargo. — KUNA 

GENEVA: Director of the FAO Liaison Office Carolyn
Birkett meets Kuwait’s Permanent Representative
to the UN Jamal Al-Ghunaim yesterday. — KUNA 

MONTREAL: DGCA Director Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah meets Sin-
gaporean Minister of Transport Khaw Boon Wan. — KUNA 



By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Lawyer Abdullah Marzouq Al-Rasheedi yesterday
filed a case to force the Civil Service Commission to terminate the
contracts of all expats working in government bodies and replace
them with Kuwaitis, especially since many Kuwaiti lawyers are
unemployed. Rasheedi said around 30,000 Kuwaitis holding law
degrees work for the government and 6,000 others work for the
private sector. 

“What is the point of employing expats while considerable
numbers of Kuwaitis with the same degrees, qualifications and

experience are unemployed?” he wondered, claiming that many
senior officials do not trust Kuwaiti workers. He alleged one of the
health minister’s advisors is an expat who gets a monthly salary
of KD 2,100 plus other incentives, hajj allowances and free ac-
commodation.

Meanwhile, the ministerial committee studying increasing the
number of Kuwaiti workers in the private insurance sector an-
nounced that it will issue a decision about increasing those num-
bers before the end of this year, said official sources. The sources
added that according to the new plans, the number of Kuwaitis
will increase by 10 percent in less than a year at insurance com-

panies. The sources explained that insurance company owners
believe that working in the field of insurance requires special skills,
and that Kuwaitis need to undergo special training courses paid
for by the manpower authority. 

In a related development, the ministry of social affairs and
labor decided suspending the issuance of work permits to expats
to work in cooperative societies pending replacing them with cit-
izens. Separately, the criminal court yesterday sentenced a Ro-
manian to three years in jail after which he would be deported for
attempting to break into a bank’s ATM using fake ATM cards he
brought to Kuwait with him. 
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Lawyer files case to compel 
CSC to sack expat workers

Decision soon to boost Kuwaitization of insurance sector 

Queen congratulates 
Amir on recovery
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
ceived yesterday a cable of congratulations from Her Majesty Queen Eliz-
abeth II of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on
his recovery from the recent health setback. The Queen expressed her
sincere congratulations and praised the historic and solid relations be-
tween Kuwait and the United Kingdom since its founding over 120 years
ago. Her Majesty wished HH the Amir the best of health and Kuwait further
progress and prosperity under the wise leadership of His Highness. 

HH the Amir sent a reply to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II expressing
deep gratitude for her sincere sentiments, affirming joint aspiration to-
wards bolstering the already good relations between Kuwait and the UK
in various spheres. He also wished Her Majesty lasting wellbeing and more
progress and prosperity for her country and people.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah also received a cable of congratulations
from President of Mongolia Khaltmaagiin Battulga on his recovery. The
Mongolian president lauded the distinguished relations bonding Kuwait
and his country, wishing the Amir lasting well-being and hoping to see
Kuwait experiencing further progress and prosperity under His Highness’
sagacious leadership. 

HH the Amir sent a reply to the Mongolian president, expressing deep
gratitude for his sincere sentiments, affirming the joint aspiration toward
bolstering the already good relations between Kuwait and the friendly
country in various spheres. He also wished him lasting wellbeing and more
progress and prosperity for his country. 

First UAE astronaut 
HH the Amir sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to the President

of the UAE Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan on the first UAE astro-
naut boarding the Soyuz MS-15 spacecraft that lifted off from a Kazakh
base toward the International Space Station. In his cable - also addressed
to Vice President of the UAE, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Maktoum and UAE Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammad bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan - Sheikh Sabah lauded the unprecedented achievement
by the Emirates in the field of space exploration. The Amir wished the
UAE leadership and people more progress and development within the
space exploration field and other domains to fulfill their compatriots’ as-
pirations and dreams.

Condolences for Chirac, Indonesia 
HH the Amir yesterday sent a cable of condolences to French President

Emmanuel Macron over the death of former president Jacques Chirac. HH
the Amir also cabled Indonesian President Joko Widodo expressing con-
dolences on the victims of the earthquake that jolted the province of
Maluku in East Indonesia. The Amir asked The Almighty to bestow mercy
upon their souls and wished the injured quick recuperation, hoping that
the officials of this friendly country will manage to tackle repercussions
of this natural catastrophe. HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. — KUNA 

Kuwait pulls 
ranitidine drugs 
KUWAIT: The ministry of health is suspending and with-
drawing ranitidine medicines - namely Zantac - used to treat
excessive stomach acid. Dr Abdullah Al-Badr, the assistant
undersecretary for medicine and food supervision at the
health ministry, said in a statement yesterday that the deci-
sion to pull these drugs from the market was made upon
preliminary tests conducted at the department’s laborato-
ries and reports by American and European authorities.
Health authorities in other countries are currently trying to
determine safe levels of the ingredient N-Nitrosodimethy-
lamine (NDMA), included in food and some medical drugs,
he said. He urged patients to seek their doctors’ help in pre-
scribing alternative medicines. — KUNA 

KISR earns patent
for hydrogen storage
KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) an-
nounced that the nanotechnology program of the Institute of
Energy and Building Research at the institute has obtained a
global patent in hydrogen storage in nanoscale metals like mag-
nesium. KISR earned the patent from the United States Patent
and Trademark Office, KISR said in a statement yesterday.

Kuwait, represented by KISR, ranks seventh on a par with
South Korea in the list of the 10 most active countries in the
world in the production, utilization and use of nanomaterials
stored for hydrogen gas, the statement added. The statement
confirmed the institute’s interest in diversifying energy sources,
especially new and renewable in order to improve the proper-
ties of magnesium and its ability to store hydrogen in quantities
of weight up to more than five percent. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service in Kuwait, re-
cently held an internal blood drive campaign for its employ-
ees. The campaign, held at the company’s main
headquarters in Shuwaikh, came in strategic partnership
with the Central Blood Bank of Kuwait. 

Zain organizes this health initiative several times on an
annual basis under the umbrella of its corporate sustain-
ability and social responsibility strategy towards the health
sector through partnerships with major health organiza-
tions in the country, including the Central Blood Bank. The
campaign also aims at encouraging Zain employees to do-
nate blood and save the lives of those who are in most need
of blood transfusion.

The blood drive campaign witnessed immense positive
participation from Zain employees, who continued to do-
nate blood throughout a whole day with the presence of

the Central Blood Bank’s medical staff. Zain strives to con-
tribute to the community through its numerous corporate
social responsibility initiatives and is pleased with the suc-
cess this particular activity has achieved. 

The company is keen to organize internal blood drive
campaigns for employees in collaboration with the Central
Blood Bank to encourage employees to donate blood and
save lives, further reinforcing the company’s productive role
in social and health activities, especially those that con-
tribute with saving people that are in urgent need of blood
like people with rare blood types. 

Zain’s solid corporate sustainability and social respon-
sibility strategy primarily focuses on the wellbeing of the
entire nation. For this reason, the company has maintained
its support of numerous initiatives that spread awareness
and help make a difference to people’s everyday lives.

Zain holds internal blood drive campaign

Zain employees participate in the blood drive campaign.
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NEW YORK: In this file photo, President Jacques Chirac views the World Trade Center site from a helicopter after The Twin Towers were attacked by terrorists using hijacked airliners on 11 September.
Former French President Jacques Chirac has died at the age of 86, it was announced yesterday. —  AFP 

PARIS: Former President Jacques Chirac, a polit-
ical chameleon who dominated French politics for
decades and strived to make France’s voice heard
in Europe and beyond, died yesterday at the age
of 86. Chirac was president from 1995 to 2007.
He shaped his style in the mould of post-war
leader Charles de Gaulle, seeking to strengthen
France’s status as a player on the world stage. The
National Assembly interrupted a sitting to hold a
minute’s silence. President Emmanuel Macron
cancelled a public engagement and scheduled a
televised address later on.

Chirac passed away peacefully surrounded by
his loved ones, his son-in-law Frederic Salat-
Baroux told Reuters. Mayor of Paris for 18 years
and prime minister for presidents on the political
left and right before entering the Elysee Palace
himself, Chirac had a knack for connecting with
voters, particularly in rural France. “Jacques
Chirac knew how to form a personal bond with
the French people,” said former socialist President

Francois Hollande. “France was in his blood. He
explored every corner, tasted every local deli-
cacy.” In death, he will be remembered for his de-
fiant opposition to the US-led invasion of Iraq, a
military campaign which turned Chirac’s relation-
ship with then British Prime Minister Tony Blair
into an acrimonious low. Blair said he was deeply
saddened by Chirac’s passing. “He was a towering
figure in French and European politics over many
decades. Whatever our differences from time to
time, he was always unfailingly kind, generous and
personally supportive,” Blair said in a statement.

In Europe, Chirac became one of the bloc’s
main standard bearers. He forged an alliance with
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder which
brought Europe’s two traditional powers closer
together but upset some of their European Union
partners. He said of Eastern European countries
that supported then-US President George W
Bush’s coalition in Iraq that they had “missed a
good opportunity to keep quiet.” Chancellor An-

gela Merkel called Chirac a “great partner and
friend to us Germans”. Jean-Claude Juncker, the
outgoing leader of the European Union executive,
said the continent had lost a man of strong con-
victions.

Corruption conviction
Five years after leaving office, Chirac was

found guilty in December 2012 of abusing public
funds as Paris mayor, making him the first head
of state convicted since Nazi collaborator Mar-
shal Philippe Petain in 1945. But he served no jail
time and the saga did little to tarnish his image.
Figures from French political life, including some
who had locked horns with Chirac in the past,
paid tribute to him yesterday. Far-right leader
Marine Le Pen said despite political differences
with Chirac “he was able to oppose the madness
of the war in Iraq”.

Chirac was born in 1932 in Paris. He studied at
the elite Sciences Po university and ENA civil

service academy, and served as an army officer.
By 1967, he had become a junior minister and was
just 41 when he became prime minister in 1974.
He left the government and by 1977 was elected
as Paris’s first mayor, a job he would keep for 18
years, until his election as president in 1995. He
won a second term in 2002, after a fraught battle
with far-right challenger Jean-Marie Le Pen, fa-
ther of Marine Le Pen.

During his career, Chirac had flirted with Com-
munism and ultra-nationalism before settling on
mainstream right-of-centre politics, earning him
the nickname “Chameleon Bonaparte.” Another of
his nicknames was “Houdini”, a reference to his
knack for managing to escape serious punish-
ment, despite the allegations of misuse of funds.
In the last years of his life, he suffered from neu-
rological problems and was rarely seen in public.
He lived quietly with his wife, Bernadette, in an
apartment on Paris’s Quai Voltaire, and worked on
his memoirs. — Reuters

French ex-president Chirac dies at 86
Chirac suffered neurological problems
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ISTANBUL: A moderate 5.7 magnitude earth-
quake shook buildings and damaged two
mosques in Istanbul yesterday, slightly injuring
eight people and causing residents to rush
from buildings. Witnesses in the city of 15 mil-
lion, Turkey’s largest, felt buildings sway and
said some offices and schools were temporarily
evacuated. Three major seismic fault lines
criss-cross Istanbul, which straddles Europe
and Asia. “The quake really shook at the start
and then it continued, maybe it felt like that be-
cause the building is so tall,” said Ozge Etcan,
27, an employee at a financial firm in Istanbul’s
Levent district, where crowds gathered outside
in the aftermath.

The tremor was at a depth of 12.6 km, the
Kandilli Observatory and Earthquake Research
Institute said, locating its epicenter 70 km west
of Istanbul in the Marmara Sea, south of the
town of Silivri. It struck at 1:59 pm. Both the
observatory and the US Geological Survey as-
sessed its magnitude at 5.7. “Despite this
earthquake having a magnitude that could be
considered serious, we have not as yet re-
ceived heartbreaking news, just some small
damage,” President Tayyip Erdogan told a
news conference. He said eight people had

been treated for slight injuries, but did not pro-
vide further details.

The top section of a minaret had collapsed
at the central mosque in Istanbul’s Avcilar dis-
trict, close to the Marmara Sea, CNN Turk
footage showed. Another minaret collapsed in
the Sariyer district of the city, the municipality’s
disaster coordination centre said. “There will
be aftershocks of this quake. What we ask from
citizens is that they don’t enter damaged build-
ings,” Murat Nurlu, head of the earthquake de-
partment at Turkey’s Disaster and Emergency
Management Directorate (AFAD), told Reuters.

Some buildings damaged
Cracks emerged in some buildings across

the city. Two of them in the Sultangazi and
Eyup districts were damaged, AFAD said in a
statement, clocking the quake at 5.8 magni-
tude. Mobile phone users had difficulty making
calls shortly after the quake. AFAD said work
was continuing to resolve the problem in com-
munications. The epicentre was 22 km from the
nearest inhabited area, Silivri, AFAD said. It
said there had been 28 aftershocks, the
strongest of which had a magnitude of 4.1.

The Istanbul governor’s office said primary

and middle schools had been ordered shut for
the remainder of the day. In 1999, a quake
measuring 7.6 struck the city of Izmit, 90 km
southeast of Istanbul, killing more than 17,000
people. Recep Kutuk, a 37-year-old civil ser-

vant, said he experienced two major earth-
quakes in the region in 1999 and this had made
him sensitive to any tremor. “It was really pow-
erful. I hope this is not a precursor to another
major earthquake,” he said. —Reuters

Moderate earthquake shakes 
Istanbul; eight people hurt

Mosques damaged; schools closed

ISTANBUL: Office workers speak on their phones after fleeing their buildings in the Maslak District of Istanbul
yesterday after an earthquake struck the city. —AFP

A vast underground 
hideout house rebel 
base in Syria
LATAMINAH: Tunnels run for hundreds of me-
ters, connecting caves strewn with mattresses
that formed what the Syrian army and its Russian
allies say was a vast rebel underground network.
The road leading to the entrance of the tunnels
in Lataminah in northwestern Syria is lined with
the charred shells of cars and armored vehicles.

According to the Russian army, which organ-
ized a press tour of the site for dozens of jour-
nalists, the network of caves dug into a rocky
outcrop could shelter up to 5,000 people. “We
think this network was dug about four years ago
with sophisticated machinery, of a kind which is
not available in Syria,” a Syrian army colonel
said as he led reporters into the tunnels, es-
corted by Russian demining experts. The red-
brick entrance to this underground base still
bears the scars of the battle that saw Russian-
backed regime forces retake the area in the
province of Hama earlier this year.

“Those who fought here retreated to the
north. First to Khan Sheikhun and then further
into Idlib province when our forces took the
city,” the colonel said. In some places, the tun-
nels are barely big enough to stand in but con-
nect large rooms carved out of the rock,
including a prayer room, a drone workshop, a
bathroom and even a prison. Military officials

told AFP reporters that the total size of the un-
derground network, in which crates of amunition
were found, has not yet been fully assessed.

Drone workshop 
It was used primarily by fighters from jihadist

groups, among them the alliance known as Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham that now dominates the entire
Idlib enclave. The caves provided shelter to
those fighters from the intensive air strikes
Russian and Syrian aircraft usually conduct as a
prelude to any ground advance. In some of the
caves, empty food cans and crumpled plastic
water bottles, jerricans and decaying clothes
give a glimpse of daily life in the dark hideout. 

Some rooms were done up with tile panels
and a coat of paint while others have fully ce-
mented walls, over which Syrian soldiers have
since scribbled slogans praising President
Bashar Al-Assad. One room was even equipped
with an old TV, wired up with cables that run
around one kilometer from the nearby town of
Lataminah. The room which officers believe was
used as a prison was dug out no less than 400
meters deep into the maze of tunnels and caves.

Blood stains are still visible on the ground, as
are tiny separate cells with rusting doors. The
Russian army said it has uncovered around 10
such underground networks across northwestern
Syria and others in the desert region of Palmyra.
Officers said the Lataminah cave was a local hub
for the manufacture of drones that jihadist fight-
ers used against regime and Russian forces. The
massive Russian military base of Hmeimim, which
lies in the neighboring province, has been re-
peatedly targeted by rebel drone attacks.—AFP

Shallow tremor 
rocks quake-hit 
area of Pakistan 
MIRPUR: A shallow tremor yesterday sent terrified
residents of northeastern Pakistan onto the streets,
days after a powerful quake killed 38 people and
caused widespread damage in the area. The tremor
stretched already-frayed nerves in Mirpur, in Pak-
istani-controlled Kashmir, as fears of aftershocks
from Tuesday’s quake sent hundreds into the
streets and put local hospitals on alert.

The US Geological Survey put the quake at 4.7
magnitude and 10 kilometers deep, adding that it
had struck just four kilometers outside of Mirpur.
City residents huddled in streets following the
quake, some still barefoot, while others recited
verses from the Quran. “It’s hell. I am running to
save my life,” Mohammad Bilal told AFP moments
after the tremor. “I thought most of the building
would have tumbled down,” said Sagheer Ahmad.
“Allah is very kind to us.” Dozens of patients were
evacuated from the main government hospital in
Mirpur, some in wheelchairs or on stretchers. Dr
Farooq Noor, the medical superintendent at the
hospital, told AFP that 93 people were brought in
after the tremor. Most were swiftly discharged
with minor wounds or shock, but some with head
injuries and broken limbs were admitted, he added.
The city’s hospitals were already packed with
hundreds injured by the quake earlier in the week.

‘Poor construction’ 
The tremor came as rescuers continued to pick

through toppled buildings to reach victims from

Tuesday’s earthquake. “You can see we have no
arrangements, we don’t have any place to live, have
nothing to eat, we are pulling out rubble, and try-
ing to restore electricity and water,” Muhammad
Waqas Aslam, who lives in the village of Nakkah
Kharak outside Mirpur said. The village of Jatlan
appeared to be one of the worst affected by Tues-
day’s quake, while Mirpur was largely spared
major damage. 

In Jatlan, bridges, mobile-phone towers and
electricity poles were badly damaged while its
roads were ripped apart. Pakistani geologists
blamed the “poor construction of shanty houses
in Jatlan” for some of the damage, as well as its lo-
cation near a fault line and the shallowness of the
quake.  Pakistan’s Kashmir information minister
Mushtaq Minhas said at least 6,500 homes were
destroyed by Tuesday’s quake, adding that officials
had begun to distribute thousands of tents to af-
fected residents.

Mirpur, a city known for its palatial houses, has
strong ties to Britain and many of its population of
450,000 carry both British and Pakistani pass-
ports. The city owes its prosperity to thousands of
former residents who migrated to Britain in the
1960s, but retained their links to the area — repa-
triating money to buy land and build plush homes.
Tuesday’s quake also sent people in Lahore and
Islamabad running into the streets, while tremors
were felt as far as New Delhi.

Pakistan straddles the boundary where the In-
dian and Eurasian tectonic plates meet, making the
country susceptible to earthquakes. In October
2015, a 7.5-magnitude quake in Pakistan and
Afghanistan killed almost 400 people across
rugged terrain that impeded relief efforts. The
country was also hit by a 7.6-magnitude quake on
October 8, 2005, that killed more than 73,000
people and left about 3.5 million homeless, mainly
in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.—AFP
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UNITED NATIONS: Iran’s president has
closed the door on meeting Donald Trump de-
spite last-minute European efforts to ease ten-
sions as the United States again ramped up
punishing sanctions. French President Em-
manuel Macron had shuttled between his US
and Iranian counterparts over two days at the
United Nations, trying to arrange a historic en-
counter that he hoped could reduce the risk of
all-out war in the Middle East.

But Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, ad-
dressing the UN General Assembly, said he
would refuse talks so long as the United States
maintains its economic pressure. “I would like to
announce that our response to any negotiation
under sanctions is negative,” Rouhani said. He
dismissed the idea of a photo-op with Trump,
who is fond of drama and held three made-for-
television meetings with North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un. “Memento photos are the final
stage of negotiations, not the first one,” he said.

He doubted the sincerity of the Trump ad-
ministration to negotiate, pointing to officials’
boasts of applying “the harshest sanctions in
history” against Iran. “How can someone believe
them when the silent killing of a great nation,
and pressure on the lives of 83 million Iranians,
especially women and children, are welcomed
by American government officials?” “The Iran-
ian nation will never, ever forget and forgive
these crimes and these criminals,” he said.

Europe untrustworthy
Meanwhile, Iran’s supreme leader accused

European governments of “hostility” yesterday,
saying their actions showed they cannot be
trusted. “The Europeans present themselves as
mediators and say many things, but they are all

hollow,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said in a state-
ment on his official website.  “The countries
which hold up the flag of hostility towards the
Islamic system should not be trusted, principally
America but some of these European countries
as well, as they have a clear hostility towards the
Iranian nation.”

“The very people who did the negotiations
now say that the Europeans have not acted on
any of their commitments, and this is the
strongest reason not to trust them over any-
thing,” Khamenei said. His remarks follow a
failed European push led by French President
Emmanuel Macron to arrange a meeting be-
tween Trump and Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani on the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly in New York this week.

Targeting Iran through China 
Trump had already ruled out easing eco-

nomic pressure and, hours before Rouhani’s
speech, his administration said it was stepping
up sanctions. In a proclamation posted on the
White House website Wednesday, Trump au-
thorized the restriction and suspension of entry
of senior Iranian government officials and their
immediate family into the United States, calling
Tehran “a state sponsor of terrorism.”

“Given that this behavior threatens peace
and stability in the Middle East and beyond, I
have determined that it is in the interest of the
United States to take action,” the proclamation
said. On Trump’s last scheduled day at the an-
nual UN summit of world leaders, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said the United States
would punish Chinese companies and their chief
executives for buying Iranian oil.

“We’re telling China, and all nations - know

that we will sanction every violation of sanc-
tionable activity,” Pompeo told a pressure
group opposed to Iran’s clerical regime on the
sidelines of the United Nations. “This is one of
the largest sanctions actions the United States
has taken against entities and individuals iden-
tified as transporting Iranian oil since our sanc-
tions were re-imposed in November 2018,”
Pompeo said in a statement.

“This action is aimed to deny the Iranian

regime critical income to engage in foreign con-
flicts, advance its ballistic missile development,
and fund terror around the world,” he said.
China, which is embroiled in a trade war as well
as myriad other disputes with the United States,
is believed to be the biggest foreign buyer of
Iranian oil. The Trump administration in May
said it would unilaterally force all countries to
stop buying Iran’s oil, its major export, sending
tensions soaring. — AFP

Israel’s Netanyahu 
faces tough odds 
JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
launched into what could prove to be an impossible mission
to form a new government yesterday after the president
tasked him with doing so following deadlocked elections.
The mandate from President Reuven Rivlin on Wednesday
night gave Netanyahu a temporary victory, but he must
now cobble together a coalition without a clear path to a
majority.

He will attempt to do so while facing potential corrup-
tion charges pending a hearing scheduled for October 2-
3, and there are warnings that Israel could soon find itself
headed to yet another election — a third since April. When
accepting the mandate, Netanyahu again called on his main
opponent Benny Gantz to join him in a unity government,
but his challenger dismissed the premier’s negotiating tac-
tics so far as unserious.

Gantz says he should be prime minister under a unity
government since his centrist Blue and White party finished
as the largest, while also insisting he will not serve in a gov-
ernment with a premier facing a serious indictment. Blue
and White has sought to convince members of Netanyahu’s
right-wing Likud to replace him as leader and form a unity

government together, but there is no sign for now of that
happening. The situation has led Netanyahu’s critics to ac-
cuse him of effectively holding the country hostage, argu-
ing that a unity coalition would be possible if he would step
down. But Netanyahu points out he has the support of
more smaller parties in parliament than Gantz and has
vowed not to abandon them in coalition talks. He has given
no indication he would willingly give up the post he has
held for more than 13 years in all, a tenure that has made
him Israel’s longest-serving prime minister.

Blue and White’s number two Yair Lapid said yesterday
that “Netanyahu didn’t win the election. He lost. “Benny
Gantz is a better person than him and will be a better prime
minister than him,” Lapid wrote on Facebook. “More peo-
ple voted for (Blue and White) than for the Likud. They did
so because they believe it’s time for a discourse on values
and a change of direction.” Likud’s chief negotiator,
Tourism Minister Yariv Levin, told Israeli radio yesterday
the party was open to a rotating premiership.

“We realize that if we form a unity government, Ne-
tanyahu will not be prime minister for an entire term,” he
said. Likud members have sought to shift blame for a
possible third election onto Gantz - a position Blue and
White describe as absurd. “At the moment, the option of
third elections is more likely,” Levin said. Rivlin urged
Gantz and Netanyahu to form a unity government before
his announcement Wednesday, but was unable to lead
them to a deal. — AFP

Turkey doctor gets 15 
months for revealing 
pollution cancer risk
ISTANBUL: A Turkish scientist was sentenced to 15 months in prison
yesterday for revealing the cancer risks posed by toxic pollution in
western Turkey. The court in Istanbul found Dr Bulent Sik guilty of
“disclosing classified information” to newspaper Cumhuriyet last
year.  He published the results of a study carried out with other sci-
entists for the Ministry of Health between 2011 and 2015 that linked
the presence of toxicity in soil, water and food to high rates of cancer
in several western provinces. He approached the press after realizing
that the government was not acting on the study’s findings, according
to Amnesty International. 

“Rather than suppressing the findings and prosecuting Dr Sik, the
Ministry of Health and other relevant authorities should be taking the
necessary urgent action to tackle this environmental pollution and pro-
tect public health,” said Amnesty’s Turkey campaigner Milena Buyum
ahead of the verdict. She said Amnesty would consider Dr Sik a pris-
oner of conscience if he was jailed. Dr Sik had faced up to 12 years in
prison, but the court found him not guilty of “obtaining classified in-
formation”. He remained free on Thursday pending an appeal.  — AFP 

No breakthrough: Iran rules out 
talks as US intensifies sanctions

Iran leader says Europe untrustworthy, condemns ‘hostility’

TEHRAN: A Shahab-3 surface-to-surface missile is pictured on display next to a portrait of Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at a street exhibition by Iran’s army and paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard celebrating ‘Defense Week’ - marking the 39th anniversary of the start of 1980-88
Iran-Iraq war, at the Baharestan Square in Tehran. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: The transcript of the July 25
phone call between US President Donald Trump
and his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelen-
sky raises a curtain on the generally secretive
world of discussions carried out between Ameri-
can and global leaders. Presidents and prime min-
isters frequently hold camera-friendly discussions
about the “close,” “great” or “special” relationship
between their countries, before slinking behind
closed doors for meetings that are top-secret, the
contents only revealed years later. 

The phone conversations of US presidents take
things one step further: The White House no
longer systematically publishes a list of American
leaders’ calls, meaning the occurrence itself could
be a closely guarded secret. Only a year ago, Bill
Clinton’s library published declassified transcripts
of telephone calls and bilateral meetings between
the former president and his Russian counterpart
Boris Yeltsin dating between 1993 and 1999. 

The White House said the document that it re-
leased Wednesday was a summary-not a verbatim
transcript-fleshed out with notes taken by presi-
dential advisors who are in charge of listening to
the conversations from the Situation Room, the
ultra-secure meeting room located in the base-
ment of the White House. “It is a long-standing
practice, intended to not only memorialize the call
but to protect the President against... egregious
claims about the call,” Larry Pfeiffer, former senior
director of the White House Situation Room under
Barack Obama, explained on Twitter. 

Recording the phone conversations of US

presidents has not been a practice for a number of
years, said Pfeiffer, who also served as a former
CIA director’s chief of staff. He emphasized that
advisors’ notes are not exhaustive and, depending
on topic and a conversation’s participants, range
from exact transcripts to vague summaries.

‘Do us a favor’
The Trump-Zelensky exchange showed the

two leaders, who had not yet met in person at the
time of the call, attempting to establish a personal
rapport. Trump, 73, opened the conversation by
telling his 41-year-old counterpart: “Congratula-
tions on a great victory. We all watched from the
United States and you did a terrific job.”

Despite Zelensky light-heartedly ribbing the
US president to call him more often, the ex-
change reflects the asymmetrical relationship be-
tween the US billionaire and Ukrainian leader.
Zelensky oscillated between obsequious, agree-
ing with Trump “1,000 percent” and fawning,
telling the US president that the last time he was
in New York he stayed at Trump Tower. The ex-
change’s publication provoked strong reaction in
Ukraine, where some described their president’s
behavior as a point of shame. The White House
said that the call lasted 30 minutes, and that note
takers were at work in the Situation Room.

But then things took a turn for the newswor-
thy. When Zelensky told Trump Ukraine was “al-
most ready” to buy more anti-tank Javelin
missiles from the United States, the US presi-
dent replied: “I would like you to do us a favor.”

Trump went on to say US Attorney General Bill
Barr and the president’s personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani would be in touch about probing the
Ukraine-related activities of his Democratic
rival Joe Biden and his son. And now, an im-
peachment storm rages.

Concealing Trump’s call
Meanwhile, White House officials sought to

restrict access to the transcript of a phone call
between Donald Trump and the leader of

Ukraine during which the US president sought
help from Ukraine against a rival in the 2020
election, a whistleblower said in a complaint re-
leased yesterday.

“I have received information from multiple US
government officials that the president of the
United States is using the power of his office to
solicit interference from a foreign country in the
2020 US election,” the whistleblower, an uniden-
tified intelligence community official, wrote in the
complaint released by Congress.—Agencies

Trump-Zelensky transcript sheds light 
on world of classified conversations

Whistleblower: White House sought to conceal Trump-Ukraine call

WASHINGTON: Acting Director of National Intelligence Joseph Maguire testifies before a hearing of the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence yesterday in Washington, DC. Maguire is testifying on the whistle-
blower complaint, regarding communication between US President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.  —AFP

Texas executes man 
for murdering family
WASHINGTON: Texas on Wednesday executed a man
who murdered three family members, following a trial in
which a bailiff wore a tie depicting a syringe in an apparent
reference to the lethal injection procedure. Robert Sparks,
45, was pronounced dead at 6:39 pm local time (2339
GMT). He was sentenced to death in 2008 for stabbing to
death his wife as well as his two stepsons aged nine and
10, before raping his 12- and 14-year-old teenage step-
daughters in their Dallas home in the middle of the night.

Shortly after the murders, he claimed he had been pro-
tecting himself from his wife, who he said was trying to
poison him. His lawyers appealed his conviction to the US
Supreme Court, saying that he was mentally disabled and
suffering from psychosis, rendering him ineligible for the
death penalty. They also stressed that his trial had been
marred by the bailiff’s tie, saying it could have influenced
the jury.

The Supreme Court rejected the appeal just hours before
the execution. Justice Sonia Sotomayor acknowledged the
bailiff’s choice was “deeply troubling,” but said there was
not sufficient evidence that the jury had seen the tie. She
urged judges to “intervene in future cases” by removing
such clothing-or the people wearing it-from the courtroom.
Sparks is the seventh person executed in Texas and the 16th
in the United States since the start of the year. —AFP

Hunter Biden’s 
time in Ukraine 
KIEV: Hunter Biden, the second son of former US Vice President Joe
Biden, is at the centre of a scandal that has seen Democrats launch im-
peachment proceedings against President Donald Trump. The scandal
erupted after it emerged Trump had leaned on Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelensky to investigate the father and son over Hunter’s
work in Ukraine. Here is what we know about Hunter Biden and his ac-
tivities in the Eastern European country.

Ivy League and cocaine 
A lawyer by education, 49-year-old Biden is a graduate of the presti-

gious Georgetown and Yale universities. He works for a New York law firm
and co-founded the Rosemont Seneca Partners investment consulting firm.
He has also been an assistant professor at Georgetown. He joined the US
Navy Reserve in 2012 but was fired in 2014 after testing positive for co-
caine. US tabloids regularly report on his addiction problems and tumul-
tuous personal life, including a relationship with his late brother’s widow. 

Ukrainian gas 
In 2014, while his father was Barack Obama’s vice president and

overseeing US relations with Kiev, Biden joined the board of the
Ukrainian company Burisma Holdings. Burisma says it is the largest pri-
vate producer of natural gas and one of the leading gas groups in
Ukraine. It is registered in Cyprus, a popular tax haven for many com-
panies in the former USSR. The group announced at the time that Biden
would lead its legal unit and represent it in “international organizations”.  

Biden has said he wanted to advise the group on “transparency.”
Burisma was owned by controversial pro-Russian Ukrainian ex-MP and
businessman Mykola Zlochevsky. From 2010 to 2012, Zlochevsky served

as environment and natural resources minister under President Viktor
Yanukovych, and he reportedly issued licenses for gas production to his
own company. Yanukovych fled to Russia in 2014 after Kiev’s pro-West-
ern, anti-corruption revolution. 

Corruption, laundering 
After the revolution, there were corruption investigations into the

country’s former leadership. The month Biden arrived at Burisma, Lon-
don froze $23 million in Zlochevsky’s British accounts and several in-
vestigations for money laundering were launched in the UK and in
Ukraine. In Kiev, these were overseen by Prosecutor General Viktor
Shokin. Joe Biden - a major proponent of Ukraine’s reforms - asked
Shokin to be dismissed, citing poor results against corruption. 

Donald Trump and his lawyer, former mayor of New York Rudy Giu-
liani, accuse Joe Biden of asking for the firing to protect his son Hunter.
But calls to dismiss Shokin were also made by the EU and the IMF, as
well as Ukrainian activists, who accused him of covering up corruption
and sabotaging reforms. —AFP

Controversial company 
A Western source in Kiev told AFP the Ukrainian business commu-

nity was surprised that Biden accepted the role at Burisma, given its
poor reputation.  “I think the number one reason why Hunter Biden was
brought on was to boost the reputation of Burisma,” the source said,
while adding that the nature of Biden’s activities was not suspicious.
“That’s the price you pay. You pay $50,000 a month (in salary)” to im-
prove its public image, the source said. 

Biden was not the only international figure Burisma turned to in
order to consolidate its standing abroad: Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski is also in the group’s employ.  Two Ukrainian energy ex-
perts told AFP they saw no trace of Hunter Biden’s activities, suspicious
or not, in Kiev. Some media said his presence on the supervisory board
was a way of safeguarding against possible prosecution. Hunter Biden
stayed on Burisma’s board until 2019. —AFP
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SINGAPORE: Facebook yesterday introduced
strict criteria for political ads on the social net-
work in Singapore to prevent the spread of
misinformation as the city-state gears up for
elections. Faced with criticism the site has been
used to manipulate polls, Facebook has been
tightening rules on such adverts around the
world, from the United States to India.

Those advertising in Singapore about elec-
tions and politics on Facebook or its Instagram
app will now have to first confirm their identity
and location, and disclose who is responsible
for the ad, the social network said. They must
also provide information such as a phone num-
ber, email or website, said Katie Harbath, Face-
book’s public policy director. In addition, the
new requirements will apply to those wanting
to run ads related to social issues such as im-
migration and crime-topics that are hotly de-
bated by Singaporeans on Facebook.

“To enable healthy discourse in Singapore,
we’ve taken steps to reduce the spread of mis-
information, help prevent foreign interference
in elections, and, more recently, to bring
greater transparency and authenticity to ad-
vertising,” she said. Speculation has been
mounting that Singaporeans could head to the
polls soon after Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong convened a committee to review elec-
toral boundaries this month, typically the first
step towards a vote.

Facebook came under fire from Singapore
authorities earlier this year in the run-up to the

passage of new legislation to combat “fake
news”, with the government accusing tech gi-
ants of being unable to police themselves. The
law requires social media platforms to carry
corrections or remove content the government
deems to be false, but activists have warned it
could be used to silence critics ahead of the
elections.

Facebook is a major investor in Singapore.
The firm has its Asia headquarters in the city-
state and last year announced plans to build a
$1 billion data centre there, its first in the re-
gion. The Singapore government has long been
accused of clamping down on civil liberties and
free speech, and targeting their political oppo-
nents. The People’s Action Party, which has
ruled Singapore uninterrupted for more than
five decades, is not seen as being at risk of los-
ing power at the polls to a divided opposition.

Virtual social space 
Facebook said Wednesday it will launch a

virtual social community where users of its
Oculus headgear can “explore new places” and
“create their own new experiences.” The Hori-
zon virtual world set for a beta launch in 2020
represents a new initiative for the Oculus vir-
tual reality unit of the leading social network.

Oculus users will be able to choose an
avatar and interact with others in the virtual
social community, Facebook said as it opened
its Oculus Connect 6 conference. “Our goal is
to put people at the center of computing, not

just with great hardware, but with amazing
software experiences as well,” Facebook said
in a statement. Facebook Horizon will be “a
new social experience in VR where you can
build your own worlds with easy-to-use tools
(no coding skills required),” the company said.

Facebook chief executive Mark Zuckerberg
told the conference, “Because everyone is
going to be able to create their own spaces and
experiences within it, Horizon is going to have

this property where it just grows and expands
and gets better and better over time.” Horizon
will replace earlier versions of the social VR
community Facebook Spaces and Oculus
Rooms. Oculus remains a small part of Face-
book’s services, with its core social network
and other platforms reaching more than two
billion people worldwide. Analysts expect sales
of 1.3 million units in 2019 of the Oculus Quest,
the headset unveiled last year. —Agencies

Facebook tightens political 
advert rules for Singapore

Facebook unveils virtual social space for its Oculus users

NANTES: Photo shows the logo of the US online social media and social networking service, Facebook. Face-
book has removed a group of pages on its platform reportedly linked to Ukraine which featured US patriotic
messages and praise for President Donald Trump, with posts seen by millions of users. —AFP

Many feared dead 
in Chad gold mine 
collapse: Minister
N’DJAMENA: Many people were feared dead, possibly 30, after
an illegal gold mine collapsed in northern Chad close to the Libyan
border, officials said yesterday. Defense Minister Mahamat Abali
Salah told AFP the mine caved in early Tuesday in a zone beset by
illicit mining and trafficking at Kouri Bougoudi in Tibesti province.
There were “many deaths, for sure,” Salah said. “A mine collapsed.
I cannot say exactly how many fatalities there are but there are many
people working in these mines, so there must be many deaths, for
sure,” Salah told AFP by phone. 

An army officer who requested anonymity spoke of “around 30
deaths,” basing the figure on witness accounts with the army yet to
arrive on the scene which is in a remote small town. A local lawmaker
spoke for his part of “a dozen deaths,” basing his tally on what wit-
nesses had related to him. “I cannot give you an exact tally as we
rushed troops to the scene this morning,” said Salah, saying he ex-
pected a report later. Tibesti, the province where the accident oc-
curred, is largely lawless and home to numerous gangs and
traffickers seeking to profit from a gold rush. Clashes in January be-
tween Arab miners from Libya and miners from Chad’s Ouaddai
community left “dozens” dead, according to security and mining
sources. Kouri Bougoudi has itself been the scene of clashes among
rival ethnic, local and foreign groups since 2012 and 2013 after the
discovery of gold deposits there. —AFP

Chemical plant fire 
in northern France 
threatens Seine
CAEN: Thick black smoke billowed over the northern French
town of Rouen yesterday after a spectacular fire broke out
at a chemical factory, forcing authorities to close schools
and warn of potential pollution risks for the nearby Seine
river. After hours of battling the blaze, around 200 firefight-
ers had brought it under control by afternoon, though offi-
cials said it could be several days at least before it is fully
extinguished. “The fight they will have to wage to get the
situation fully under control will take several days, maybe
even weeks,” Interior Minister Christophe Castaner said
after arriving at the site.

The fire erupted at around 2:30 am at a storage facility
owned by a Lubrizol, a manufacturer of industrial lubricants
and fuel additives. Castaner said firefighters had managed
to remove “the most dangerous products” that could have
provoked other explosions at other nearby industrial sites.
But the smoke had spread 22 kilometers and contains “a cer-
tain number of compounds which can be a health hazard,”
Castaner said, though there was no “particular danger” ac-
cording to initial analyses.

Schools and creches nearby have been shut, and local au-
thorities have asked people living near the factory to stay at
home and everyone else to avoid unnecessary journeys.
Prosecutors have opened an inquiry into the cause of the
explosion and fire, which work up residents with a booming

explosion. “There was soot all over the streets, pavements
and cars,” said Jean-Claude Bleuzen, a deputy mayor of
Preaux, a town some 15 kilometers northeast of Rouen.

Environmental threat 
“The smoke is really striking and wherever you are in

Rouen you can see it,” Marina Andre, a 25-year-old who
works in a bar near the factory said. “You can smell fuel, not
really a burned smell, it’s very distinctive,” she said, adding
that people were still going to work and even cycling near
the site of the blaze on the bank of the Seine river. The fac-
tory belongs to US multinational Lubrizol, which is owned
by the billionaire American investor Warren Buffett, and sits
just a few kilometers from the centre of the city of around
100,000 people.

Pierre-Andre Durand, a top regional official, told re-
porters that the danger was an overflow of fuel or polluted
wastewater from the site into the river. The Seine, one of
France’s biggest rivers, flows through Paris to the south and
empties into the English Channel further north in Le Havre,
which is home to a major fishing fleet. In January 2013, the
Lubrizol factory was responsible for a giant leak of the gas
mercaptan, which smells like cabbage or rotten eggs and is
often added to natural gas to alert people in case of leaks.

A cloud of the gas blew all the way to Paris and across
the Channel into southern England, where residents com-
plained about the odor. And in 2015, 2,000 litres of mineral
oil, which is used in lubricants, leaked from the Lubrizol site
into the local sewer system in Rouen, which is famed for its
cathedral. “The biggest priority is to protect the most risky
parts of the factory, which could explode and then create a
domino effect of other fires,” Jean-Yves Lagalle, the head of
firefighting in the region, told reporters. —AFP 
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LONDON: The fury of Britain’s Brexit “inferno” is so
intense that it could encourage violence unless politi-
cians tone down their rhetoric, the husband of a law-
maker murdered a week before the 2016 EU
referendum said yesterday. Parliament reached boil-
ing point on Wednesday when Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and his opponents engaged in hours of vit-
riolic argument over Brexit, with lawmakers hurling
allegations of betrayal and abuse of power across the
chamber.  Jo Cox, a 41-year-old parliamentarian from
the opposition Labor Party, was murdered on June
16, 2016 by Thomas Mair, a loner obsessed with
Nazis and extreme right-wing ideology. She was the
mother of two young children. Cox’s husband Bren-
dan said he was shocked by the inflammatory lan-
guage on display and both sides should ponder the
impact of the words they used. 

When asked how his late wife might have re-
sponded, Cox said: “She would have tried to take a
generosity of spirit to it and thought about how in
this moment you can step back from this growing in-
ferno of rhetoric.” “To descend into this bear pit of
polarization is dangerous for our country,” he told
the BBC. “It creates an atmosphere where violence
and attacks are more likely.”

Brexit has illustrated a United Kingdom divided
about much more than the European Union, and has
fuelled soul-searching about everything from seces-
sion and immigration to capitalism, empire and
Britishness itself. The rage and ferocity of the Brexit

debate has shocked allies of a country that has
prided itself as a confident - and mostly tolerant -
pillar of Western economic and political stability. Cox
was clear that the language across the Brexit schism
was troubling and that the United Kingdom needed
to come together rather than tear itself apart.

Some on both sides of the debate are now using
the politics of contrived outrage to argue their point.
Johnson says parliament is betraying the will of the
people over Brexit, while opponents cast him a dic-
tator who has ridden roughshod over democracy to
take the United Kingdom to the brink of ruin. Parlia-
mentary speaker John Bercow told lawmakers to
stop treating each other as enemies, saying the at-
mosphere in the House of Commons was the worst
he had known since he was elected 22 years ago.
“The culture was toxic,” Bercow said in parliament.

Johnson returned to the chamber on Wednesday
after the Supreme Court ruled that his decision to
suspend parliament earlier this month was unlawful.
He goaded his opponents either to bring down the
government or get out of the way to allow him to de-
liver Brexit. His opponents roared “resign” and some
cast him as a cheating dictator who should stand
aside after the court ruling.

Johnson provoked anger by repeatedly calling a
law that forces him to ask the EU for a Brexit delay
unless he can strike a deal as “the Surrender Bill”.
Speaking to Conservative lawmakers yesterday, he
defended his use of the term and received support

from the party. Johnson told the 1922 Committee: “It
IS a surrender act,” arguing that it hurt Britain’s ne-
gotiating stance with the EU. The prime minister
added that he took threats to lawmakers very seri-
ously. But some were still furious over his Wednesday
response to a questions about Jo Cox.

Labor’s Paula Sherriff told the House she had re-
ceived death threats, some of which echoed the

prime minister’s own rhetoric, Johnson replied: “I
have never heard so much humbug in my life”, spark-
ing uproar. “I actually don’t feel anger towards the
prime minister - I feel pity for those of you who still
have to toe his line,” Another Labour lawmaker, Jess
Phillips, said Conservatives in the chamber “know
how appalling it was to describe the murder of my
friend as mere humbug”. —Reuters

Brexit ‘inferno’ lays bare 
a divided United Kingdom

House of Commons at boiling point in raucous debate

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson leaves number 10 Downing Street in central London to attend
a meeting with the 1922 committee. —AFP

Student lay dead in 
N Zealand university 
dorm for 2 months
WELLINGTON: A teenager lay dead in his campus dorm room for up
to two months, a New Zealand university said yesterday, with the young
man’s body only discovered after fellow residents complained of the
smell. The remains of the first year University of Canterbury student were
so badly decomposed that specialist disaster investigators were brought
in to identify them. “Clearly there’s been quite a big failure here,” New
Zealand Education Minister Chris Hipkins said. 

“And if that means that things need to change to make sure this sort
of thing doesn’t happen again in the future, then we will do that.” The
19-year-old, who has not been publicly identified, was described by
friends as a “good and confident guy”, but who would sometimes “go
off the grid for a week or so.” The undergraduate began his course in
July-the start of the academic year in New Zealand-having opted to live
on Canterbury University’s leafy campus in Christchurch. 

Single rooms at the halls of residence where the student’s body was
found cost NZ$17,000 (US$10,000) a year, the university’s website says,
boasting they offer a “close knit community”. The halls of residence is
run by Campus Living Villages (CLV) - a company that operates student
accommodation with more than 45,000 beds in the US, the UK and Aus-
tralia, as well as New Zealand, according to its website.

“The thing that haunts me is how did we miss him?” CLV managing
director John Schroder told reporters. “I’m very perturbed. If indeed the
young man was deceased for as long as he was... then I would say that
is a failing on our part and we have to adjust our processes and systems.”
Local media reported the dead man’s stepfather had raised concerns
with police after being unable to contact the student via friends. —AFP

Five years on, 43 
missing students 
still haunt Mexico
MEXICO CITY: Five years ago, 43 students in southern Mexico who
were on their way to a protest were detained by corrupt police who
handed them over to drug-cartel hitmen. Then they disappeared without
a trace. Half a decade later, Mexico is still haunted by “the 43,” a case that
drew international condemnation and stained the government of ex-pres-
ident Enrique Pena Nieto. The investigation has been marred by allega-
tions of official incompetence or even corruption. Misconduct - especially
the use of torture to extract supposed confessions - has resulted in the
release of 77 detainees, including the main suspect earlier this month.
New President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador has promised to bring the
case to justice, launching a truth commission. The new prosecutor general
has meanwhile announced plans to reinvestigate “almost from scratch.”

But it is uncertain whether the world will ever know what happened
to the young men from the teacher training institute in the rural village of
Ayotzinapa, in the violent state of Guerrero. “I don’t think (a new investi-
gation) will achieve a radically different result from the original,” said Ale-
jandro Hope, a security expert and former Mexican intelligence officer.
“There are two facts that don’t seem to be in doubt: the students were
kidnapped by police and handed over to the Guerreros Unidos cartel.”
What happened after that, he said, might remain a mystery forever.

‘Historic lie’
The students attended a college with a history of radical protest.

They had a habit, among other rowdy behavior, of commandeering
buses to drive themselves to protests. Dozens of them did that on the
night of September 26, 2014, traveling to the nearby city of Iguala and
hijacking five buses for a march in Mexico City. However, they did not
get far. Local police opened fire on the buses, killing six people. Then
they rounded up the remaining students and handed them over to Guer-

reros Unidos, which apparently had the police on its payroll. Under Pena
Nieto, the federal prosecutor’s office - which at that time answered to
the president - concluded the cartel mistook the students for members
of a rival gang. According to this version of events, which the adminis-
tration called “the historic truth,” hitmen took the students to a garbage
dump, executed them, burned their bodies and threw the ashes into a
river. However, a team of independent investigators from the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights found that was impossible,
based on forensic analysis of the supposed crime scene. Their conclu-
sion led the students’ families to rebrand the government’s version “the
historic lie.” And it left Mexicans to wonder: if the government’s grue-
some explanation was a cover story, how horrific was the truth?

Missing bus 
The government did not renew the mandate of the international ex-

perts, who never finished their investigation. However, they hypothesized
the students may have inadvertently hijacked a bus loaded with heroin
bound for the United States. Of the five buses the students took that
night, it was the only one stopped by federal police, rather than shot up
by municipal police, the experts concluded. All mention of the bus later
disappeared from the official case file. In Mexico, where murky links
between government officials and organized crime are routine, it is any-
one’s guess who may have been in on such a plan. But it will be virtually
impossible to find evidence, Hope said. “There is zero possibility of
proving that the army or federal police were responsible or acted on
Pena Nieto’s orders,” he said.

New lead 
The men’s families continue to hope for justice, and even to find their

sons. “I don’t know if this is just a mother’s heart talking, but I don’t feel
like my son is dead. I want to see him come back and hold him in my
arms — him and the other 42,” Blanca Luz Nava said through tears
Wednesday at a protest against the lack of justice in the case. The fam-
ilies plan a new protest in Mexico City. Investigators meanwhile began
chasing a fresh lead this week: they are excavating at a different garbage
dump near Iguala, in the town of Tepecoacuilco, where witnesses re-
portedly say some of the men were executed. —AFP
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LONDON: The success of viral memes, videos
and pictures in spreading online disinformation
is fuelling organized social media manipulation
on Instagram and YouTube, researchers at Ox-
ford University said yesterday. In an annual re-
port on disinformation trends, the Oxford
Internet Institute’s Computational Propaganda
Research Project said Facebook remained the
most popular platform for social media manip-
ulation due to its size and global reach. 

But a focus on visual content more likely to
be shared online means users of Google’s
YouTube video platform and Facebook’s Insta-
gram photo-sharing site are increasingly being
targeted with false or misleading messages,
said Samantha Bradshaw, one of the report’s
authors.

“On Instagram and YouTube it’s about the
evolving nature of fake news - now there are
fewer text-based websites sharing articles and
it’s more about video with quick, consumable
content,” she said. “Memes and videos are so
easy to consume in an attention-short environ-
ment.” The report’s findings highlight the chal-
lenges faced by Facebook, Google and other
social media companies in combating the
spread of political and financially-motivated
disinformation, as tactics and technologies de-
velop and change.

A Facebook spokesman said showing users
accurate information was a “major priority” for
the company. “We’ve developed smarter tools,
greater transparency, and stronger partner-
ships to better identify emerging threats, stop

bad actors, and reduce the spread of misinfor-
mation on Facebook, Instagram and What-
sApp,” the spokesman said.

YouTube said it had invested in policies, re-
sources and products to tackle misinformation
on its site and regularly removes content which
violates its terms of use. A spokesman declined
to comment on Oxford University’s findings.
Bradshaw said the move to target internet users
with visual content would make it harder for
social media platforms to identify and stamp
out manipulated activity.

Facebook and YouTube both came under in-
tense scrutiny over their ability to monitor and
police visual content following a mass-shooting
in New Zealand in March. In that incident, a
gunman was able to live-stream the killing of 51

people on Facebook before internet users re-
peatedly shared and uploaded the video across
multiple social media platforms. “It’s easier to
automatically analyze words than it is an
image,” Bradshaw said. “And images are often
more powerful than words with more potential
to go viral.”

The Oxford University report said that in-
creased awareness of social media manipula-
tion meant such activity had now been
identified in 70 countries worldwide, up from
28 in 2017. “Computational propaganda has
become a normal part of the digital public
sphere,” the report said. “These techniques will
also continue to evolve as new technologies ...
are poised to fundamentally reshape society
and politics.” — Reuters

Viral visuals driving the social media 
manipulation on YouTube, Instagram 

MADRID: The former number two of Spain’s Podemos said
Wednesday he would contest November’s elections, running
against his former close friend Pablo Iglesias who heads the far-
left party. The move looks set to further fragment the divided
left-wing parties just six weeks ahead of the November 10 vote,
which will be the fourth general election in as many years.

Voters were recalled to the ballot box after Socialist Prime
Minister Pablo Sanchez failed to secure support to be confirmed
as premier despite months of negotiations, primarily with
Podemos.  Inigo Errejon, 35, said he would run at the head of a
new list called Mas Pais-”More for the country”-capping weeks
of speculation about whether he would throw his hat into the
ring.  At a meeting in Madrid, the party confirmed it would con-
test the elections with Errejon heading a list made up of mostly
women. 

The move is likely to cement the political and personal split
between Iglesias and Errejon who had been part of Spain’s anti-
austerity “Indignados” movement and who jointly founded
Podemos in January 2014. In a 30-minute address, Errojon said
the only thing dragging the country back to the ballot box was
“the irresponsibility of the political leaders” who had failed to
reach an agreement, in a swipe at the Socialists and Podemos. 

“I understand the almost unanimous anger... with the current
leaders and the political impasse... which runs the risk of trans-
lating into abstention,” he said. “Spain needs to break the im-
passe” and for that, it was crucial to ensure that no-one stayed
at home “disillusioned, exhausted, drained”.  “If we want the re-
sult to be different, we have to vote in a different way to ensure
there is a progressive government,” he said, presenting Mas Pais
as “part of the solution”. 

For years, Iglesias and Errejon-who both hold a doctorate
in political science-were largely inseparable after becoming
friends while studying at Madrid’s Complutense University.
After founding Podemos, they worked closely together with
Errejon serving as Iglesias’ deputy until 2017 when they be-
came embroiled in a power struggle that sparked a deep rift
within the party.—AFP

WASHINGTON: The arrest of a US soldier with far-right sympathies
who is suspected of plotting an attack on American soil to spark
“chaos” has highlighted a challenge for the Pentagon: purging its
ranks of extremists. Jarrett Smith, a private in the US Army based at
Fort Riley in Kansas, was arrested and charged in federal court with
one count of distributing information related to explosives after of-
fering a detailed explanation to an undercover FBI agent. Smith also
expressed interest in targeting members of the leftist group Antifa
and heading to Ukraine to fight with a far-right paramilitary group,
the FBI says.

But he is hardly the first US soldier to reveal far-right or ultra-
nationalist leanings - and some fear the US military is being used
as a training ground by extremist groups. “Everything old is new
again,” says Brian Levin, a professor of criminal justice at California
State University, San Bernardino, and the director of the school’s
Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism. “There is a renewed
effort within part of the white supremacist world to focus on the
military because they have such valuable skills,” he added, pointing
to Smith’s case.

The links between the far-right and the US armed forces first
came to light in the 1980s when Vietnam veteran Louis Beam came
home, joined the Ku Klux Klan and had links to the Order, an under-
ground neo-Nazi group that called for the overthrow of the US gov-
ernment. Earlier this year, a US Coast Guard officer who espoused
white supremacist views, Christopher Paul Hasson, was arrested on
firearms and drug charges outside Washington. Hasson - an avowed
admirer of Norwegian right-wing extremist Anders Breivik, whose
attacks in 2011 left 77 people dead - allegedly had drafted a hit list
of Democratic politicians and prominent media figures.

Prosecutors have said Hasson identified himself as a “White
Nationalist for over 30 years and advocated for ‘focused violence’
in order to establish a white homeland.” And in May, the US Army
said it was investigating a 22-year-old soldier over suspected ties
to neo-Nazi group Atomwaffen Division. “Our standards are clear;
participation in extremist activities has never been tolerated” and
is a punishable offense, Pentagon spokeswoman Jessica Maxwell
told AFP. 

The Pentagon tries to “learn as much as possible about potential
new soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines so we can assess whether

they should be extended the privilege to serve in the military,”
Maxwell said. “While we can’t guarantee that every person who en-
ters the service will be free from holding extremist thoughts, various
screening tools provide us the best opportunity to identify those who
do not share our values.” 

In Smith’s case, an investigation revealed that he had joined the
army a year after connecting on Facebook with Craig Lang, an ex-
tremist known to US security officials for fighting alongside paramil-
itaries in Ukraine. “No former military experience, but if I cannot find
a slot in Ukraine by October I’ll be going into the Army,” Smith told
Lang in June 2016, according to the FBI.

One year later, he was stationed at Fort Benning in Georgia. Re-
cruiters had not uncovered his leanings - or the risk presented. For
Levin, Smith’s case is interesting because it implies that white su-
premacist groups are on the prowl for soldiers sharing their views.
He said that while the Pentagon is making a “sincere effort” to combat
extremism within its ranks, it was not enough. “The military is acutely
aware of the problem and they are certainly working on it,” Levin
said. “Now what we have to do is to retool our response to it.”

Even if the US military is seen as the most ethnically diverse insti-
tution in the country, it remains a fertile breeding ground for far-right
sympathizers. According to a poll conducted among 829 service
members in October 2018 by the Military Times, 22 percent said they
had seen signs of white supremacism or racism within the military in
the previous year. — AFP 

Podemos woes mount 
as rival leftist enters 
Spanish elections

Social media sites under scrutiny over online disinformation

US military struggles 
to weed out soldiers 
with far-right ties

PORTLAND: A far-right demonstrator makes the OK hand gesture believed
to have white supremacist connotations during “The End Domestic Terror-
ism” rally at Tom McCall Waterfront Park in Portland, Oregon. — AFP 



MUZAFFARABAD: As Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan delivers another appeal to the world
to address the situation in Kashmir, he faces the
risk that rising anger in his country’s portion of
the disputed region could spiral into a con-
frontation with India. Some people in Pakistan’s
portion of Kashmir said thousands of people
were preparing to storm the line of control
(LOC) - a ceasefire line agreed with India that
is one of the most militarized frontiers in the
world. Reuters could not independently verify
the claims.

But regional tensions have swelled since India
stripped its portion of Kashmir of autonomy in
August, made mass arrests, limited communica-
tions and imposed curfew-like restrictions in
some areas to contain a decades-long uprising
against New Delhi’s rule. Khan has appealed to
Kashmiris to give him the chance to sway the in-
ternational community and he is scheduled to
address the United Nations General Assembly
in New York on Friday, but patience appears to
be in short supply in Pakistani Kashmir.

“We are all waiting for the United
Nations...to see if the world can help us. Other-
wise, we will try to break the LOC border,” said
Habib Urhman Afaqi, the president of the Ja-
maat-e-Islami political party for the district of
Kotli, near the LOC. He said tens of thousands
of men around the region were organizing by

word of mouth and social media. “We are
preparing people, emotionally, and collectively
we will be ready to fight on 27 September,”
Afaqi said.

As of yesterday, there were no signs of any
gathering of people in Muzaffarabad, the capital
of Pakistan’s portion of Kashmir which is about
30 km from the LOC. Political leaders in the re-
gion said they were waiting until after Khan’s
speech to take action. Khan has strongly criti-
cized New Delhi’s actions in Kashmir in an in-
ternational diplomacy campaign and cut off
trade ties, but has condemned the plan to storm
the LOC. 

He said in a speech this month that anyone
who attempted to cross the border risked draw-
ing the ire of India, losing international sympathy
and would be an “enemy of Kashmir”. Pakistan’s
military said it would not allow any one to cross
the LOC. “Pakistan is making all peaceful/diplo-
matic efforts to awaken world conscience to get
them (Kashmiris) relief,” the military’s media
wing said in an e-mail. “However, as stated ear-
lier Pakistan keeps all options open and shall go
to any extent as regards resolution of the Kash-
mir dispute.”

‘Canon fodder’
Both India and Pakistan are nuclear powers

and have fought three wars since independence

in 1947, two of them over Kashmir. A spokesman
for the Indian military warned against using
Kashmiris as “canon fodder” and said he hoped
Pakistan would ensure the LOC was not
breached. “The Indian army is aware of the pub-
lic utterances of Pakistani leaders aimed at insti-
gating unarmed civilians,” the spokesman said in
response to a question from Reuters. 

“It is a known fact that they are being sent on
harm’s way to create a humanitarian crisis to
draw world attention.” Khan told the New York
Times on Wednesday that he would appeal in his
speech for United Nations intervention in Kash-
mir but was not optimistic he could accomplish
much in the short-term. He warned of large-
scale violence in Indian Kashmir when the re-
strictions on civilian movements were lifted.

Kashmir has been Pakistan’s single most
pressing foreign policy issue since it was born
out of British colonial India, but some Pakistani
Kashmiris say Khan is being weak. “Imran Khan
has nothing at stake and this decision whether
to trample down or storm the LOC should be of
the Kashmiris,” said Subiyal Rasheed, a 35-year
old software engineer from the town of
Rawalakot, who says he is speaking with other
young men about storming the LOC en masse.

Memes using the hashtag”#TweetoSultan”
went viral in recent weeks, a play on historic
Muslim warrior Tipu Sultan and a dig at Khan

that his battle was being waged through inef-
fective emotional tweets. Khan told reporters
in New York this week that he was doing
everything he could. “We can’t attack India,
clearly that is not an option, and apart from
that we’re doing everything possible we could
do,” Khan said.

India, which says its revocation of Kashmir’s
special status will allow the region to develop
economically, has long accused Pakistan of train-
ing, arming and sending militants to Kashmir.
Pakistan denies this and says it only provides
diplomatic and moral support to non-violent
separatists in the region. Khan has stepped up
his warnings this month that India is planning a
‘false flag’ attack on its own soil to give it an ex-
cuse to attack Pakistan, a claim India denies.

Syed Salahuddin, a Kashmiri militant com-
mander who heads an alliance of over a dozen
groups fighting Indian rule in Kashmir, said in a
speech this month that “harsh steps” from Pak-
istan’s government had hindered his groups’
ability to take action. He later said in an inter-
view that Pakistan should send troops across the
border or convince the United Nations to send
peacekeeping troops there. “Pakistan has been
extending us political and moral support...but
the Kashmiris want some practical steps,” he
told Reuters by phone, declining to answer fur-
ther questions. — Reuters
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Anger, impatience mount in Pakistan’s 
Kashmir; Khan makes diplomatic push
Regional tensions swell since India strips its portion of autonomy

AMBON CITY: At least 20 people were killed and dozens injured
yesterday in a strong earthquake that rocked Indonesia’s remote
Maluku islands, triggering landslides that buried at least one of
the victims, the disaster agency said. Terrified residents ran into
the streets as buildings fell in around them when the 6.5-magni-
tude quake hit in the morning. “At least 100 people were injured
and more than 2,000 evacuated,” said national disaster mitigation
spokesman Agus Wibowo who gave the latest death toll in state-
ment. Among those killed was an infant, he said.

Earlier, local disaster agency officials said some victims had
been killed by falling debris while one person was buried in a
landslide. Another victim died of a heart attack as the tremor hit,
while one woman died after falling off her motorbike while fleeing
to higher ground, officials said. Residents of Ambon, a city of
about 400,000 people, were seen helping injured residents in
blood-stained clothes, while images showed wrecked homes with
collapsed walls and rubble strewn on the ground.

Some patients fled a local hospital as the quake hit, prompting
officials to set up makeshift shelters outside the building, an offi-
cial said. “The impact was felt across Ambon city and surrounding
areas,” said Rahmat Triyono, head of the earthquake and tsunami
division at Indonesia’s Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysical
Agency (BMKG). “Many people were woken up by the shaking...
it felt like a truck was passing by.” The US Geological Survey said
the quake struck about 37 kilometers northeast of Ambon in
Maluku province at a depth of 29 kilometers.

The area was hit by at least two dozen aftershocks including
one that measured 5.6 magnitude, Triyono said. An AFP reporter
in Ambon described scenes of panic as people fled their houses
when the quake struck. Architect Suryanto Soekarno said a con-
struction site where he and his employees were working was
rocked by the tremor. “It was a really hard shock,” he said. “Filing
cabinets fell over and my employees ran away to save themselves.
Some were injured but thank God only with minor wounds.”

Initial reports said the quake struck offshore, but later analysis
found it hit onshore, raising the potential for damage, according
to Indonesia’s national disaster mitigation agency. Local BMKG
head Oral Sem Wilar called for calm. “People were panicking and
started to evacuate in some places, but we are trying to tell them
there’s no need to panic because there’s no tsunami threat,” he
told AFP.— AFP 

Infant among at 
least 20 killed in 
Indonesian quake

KENDARI: An Indonesian student died yesterday as thousands
hit the streets nationwide in a wave of opposition to a major over-
haul of the country’s criminal code and a bid to weaken its anti-
corruption agency, police said. The death appeared to mark the
first fatality in days of street battles across the Southeast Asian
country, which have left hundreds injured and sparked a call from
Amnesty International to probe what it described as “massive po-
lice violence” against protesters. The 21-year-old victim was
rushed to hospital suffering from a chest wound and later died as
riots erupted in Kendari city on Sulawesi island, where the local
parliament was torched, authorities said.

But police denied playing a role in the death, amid social media
claims that the engineering student was shot. “There was an in-
jured student among the crowd. He was taken to the hospital and
declared dead as doctors tried to save him. He had a wound on
his right chest, but I cannot confirm what kind of injury it was,”
Southeast Sulawesi police spokesman Harry Golden Hart told
Metro TV. “None of our officers carried live bullets... or even rub-
ber bullets,” he added.

The unrest was sparked by a proposed bill that includes
dozens of law changes - from criminalizing pre-marital sex and
restricting sales of contraceptives, to making it illegal to insult the
president. There has also been a backlash against a separate bill
that critics fear would dilute the powers of Indonesia’s corrup-
tion-fighting agency - known as the KPK - including its ability to
wire-tap graft suspects. The demonstrations across the archipel-
ago are among the biggest since mass street protests in 1998
brought down the three-decade Suharto dictatorship.—AFP 

Indonesia student dies 
in law-change protests

AMBON CITY: A resident inspects a collapsed wall of his house in
Ambon, Indonesia’s Maluku islands following a 6.5-magnitude
earthquake yesterday. — AFP 
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LUCKNOW: Two children from India’s lowest
caste were beaten to death by two men after
they defecated outside, officials and relatives
said yesterday, in the latest case of communal vi-
olence in the country. Rajesh Chandel, superin-
tendent of police in Shivpuri, a district in the
central state of Madhya Pradesh, told Reuters
the children, identified as 12-year-old girl Roshni
and her nephew Avinash, a 10-year-old boy,
were attacked at around 0630 local time on
Wednesday. 

Two men, whom Chandel identified as Hakam
Singh and Rameshwar Singh, have been ar-

rested, he said. “The accused are mentally stable
and during the interrogation they have said they
committed this crime,” Chandel said, adding the
investigation was continuing. It was not possible
to reach the accused or their representatives for
comment.

The two children belonged to what are
known officially as “scheduled castes”, but also
called “Dalits”, or “untouchables” for their posi-
tion in India’s ancient caste hierarchy. Discrimi-
nation on the basis of caste is illegal but still
widespread in India, especially in rural areas
where hundreds of millions of people live. Both

Chandel and Avinash’s father, Manoj Balmiki,
said the murders followed an earlier verbal al-
tercation between the two families where
“casteist slurs” were used by the accused.

“There is a lot of untouchability issues in our
village,” Balmiki, 32 said. “Our children cannot
play with their children.” Poor sanitation that
forces Indians to defecate outdoors is one of the
country’s biggest health issues, and its eradica-
tion has been a top priority for the Bharatiya
Janata Party government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Modi launched the Swachh
Bharat, or Clean India, mission in 2014, and has

promised to make India “open defecation free”
(ODF) by Oct. 2 this year.

This week Modi was given an award by the
Gates Foundation at a ceremony in New York
for his role in the scheme. Swachh Bharat has
constructed more than a hundred million toilets
for some of the poorest in Indian society, ac-
cording to official data, but problems in some
areas remain. Anugraha P, the district’s top civil
servant, told Reuters that Bhaukhedi village,
where the two families live, had been declared
as ODF in 2018, but that Balmiki’s house did not
have a toilet.— Reuters

2 lower caste children beaten 
to death for ‘open defecation’

Poor sanitation forces Indians to defecate outdoors

KABUL: Afghans go to the polls tomorrow to vote in a presiden-
tial election that few expect will have much effect in bringing
peace to the war-torn country. With the Taleban threatening vio-
lence against anyone who participates, and concern that the wide-
spread fraud which blighted previous elections will resurface,
analysts fear a low turnout will seriously undermine the result.
“The security threats, coupled with a trust issue in the election’s
transparency, may translate into a very low turnout,” Afghanistan
analyst Ahmad Saeedi told AFP ahead of the vote. “That would
undermine the legitimacy of the election process and any future
government that may come out of it.” 

The stakes are high
Whatever the turnout, Afghans are choosing a leader who will

almost certainly have to negotiate with the Taleban at some point
- even though the hardline Islamist group is doing everything it
can to undermine the process. Eighteen names were originally on
the ballot, but the poll is considered a two-horse race between
current President Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah, the coun-
try’s chief executive. Both claimed victory in the 2014 election - a
vote so tainted by fraud and violence that it led to a constitutional
crisis and forced then-US President Barack Obama to push for a
compromise that saw Abdullah awarded the subordinate role.

Five years of bitter rivalry later, the parallels are unsettling, yet
nothing suggests President Donald Trump would be willing to play
such a role in any fresh disputes. In fact, analysts suggest the new
Washington administration has largely undermined the Afghan
government by excluding Kabul from months of talks it held with
the Taleban in a bid to extract US forces from America’s longest-
running war. 

Agreement seemed imminent 
The Taleban have also refused to negotiate with Ghani - whom

they consider a Washington puppet - and he was totally margin-
alized during negotiations. An agreement between the Taleban
and Washington seemed imminent less than a month ago and ob-
servers thought the election could be suspended yet again to
allow for the implementation of the withdrawal plan, even as Ghani
insisted it must go ahead. Ultimately, Trump scuppered the deal
at the last moment. That decision boosted what has been a fairly
lacklustre election campaign, strengthening Ghani’s argument the
winner needs a strong mandate to negotiate with the Taleban to
finally achieve a lasting peace.— AFP 

Little hope for peace 
as Afghans prepare 
for weekend vote

KABUL: A former World Bank economist, an ophthalmologist, a spy
chief and a one-time warlord are among the 15 candidates vying for
the presidency when Afghanistan heads to the polls this weekend.
Eighteen candidates are set to appear on the official ballot, although
three have since dropped out and officials say there is not enough time
to update the ballot papers. The run-up to the poll has been chaotic,
with little in the way of campaigning and large swathes of the country
unable to vote due to Taleban threats. Here is a rundown of the main
candidates:

The incumbent 
President Ashraf Ghani has variously been described as visionary,

short-tempered, academic and overly demanding. The former World
Bank economist and finance minister has long nurtured dreams of re-
building Afghanistan, and firmly believes he is one of the few people -
perhaps the only one - capable of handling the responsibility.  Despite
a lack of credible polling, he is widely perceived as the overall favourite,
though he has made little headway against either the Taleban or deep-
rooted government corruption. And even though Ghani has made re-
peated overtures to the Taleban for peace, they continue to dismiss him
as a US-controlled “puppet”, while the Americans sidelined him from
now-suspended talks with the militants. If re-elected, Ghani will be given
a mandate in any future Afghan-led peace process with the Taleban -
should they ever agree to such negotiations. If talking fails, Ghani has
vowed in the past to fight the militants “for generations” if necessary. 

The doctor 
Former ophthalmologist and resistance fighter Abdullah Abdullah

is again on the cusp of becoming the president of Afghanistan after
being defeated in two previous elections, both tarnished by widespread
allegations of fraud. Abdullah, once an eye doctor in Kabul, was a mem-
ber of Burhanuddin Rabbani’s government during Afghanistan’s 1992-
1996 civil war, and made a name for himself abroad for his fluent English
and refined manner.  His formative political experience was as the right-
hand man to Ahmad Shah Massoud - the celebrated Tajik commander
who led resistance to the Soviet occupation in the 1980s and to the
1996-2001 Taleban regime, only to be assassinated by Al Qaeda two
days before the 9/11 attacks. Both Abdullah and Ghani ran in 2014, and
both claimed they had won. 

To avert a full-blown conflict, then US secretary of state John Kerry
brokered a power-sharing deal between the two that left Abdullah as

the country’s chief executive. Abdullah has been in an unending tug of
war with Ghani ever since, with bitter infighting in their administration
preventing major attempts at reforms and legislation, while the two
avoid public appearances together due to deep-seated enmity. If finally
elected, Abdullah has pledged to prioritize peace along with vague
promises to improve the economy. 

The butcher of Kabul 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has lived many lives in a career forged in the

crucible of Afghanistan’s decades of war. Widely regarded as one of
the most notorious warlords in Afghanistan’s bloody history, he has also
been an anti-Soviet commander, prime minister, and now presidential
contender. He was accused of killing thousands during the 1992-1996
civil war and earned the nickname “the butcher of Kabul” for his brutal
shelling of the capital.  After the 2001 US-led invasion, Washington
designated him a terrorist, accusing him of colluding with Al-Qaeda
and Taleban militants.  Hekmatyar made a surprising re-entry into the
political mainstream in 2017 following a peace deal between his dor-
mant Hezb-i-Islami militant group and Ghani. If elected, Hekmatyar has
vowed to oversee the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Afghanistan
once and for all. 

The lion’s brother
Ahmad Wali Massoud is hoping to cash in on the fame of his

renowned elder brother Ahmad Shah Massoud, the so-called “Lion of
Panjshir” who worked so closely with Abdullah. Other than a stint as
the Afghan ambassador to the United Kingdom, Massoud has little in
the way of political experience and has largely spent the last two
decades as his brother’s keeper, running a foundation in his name. But
he remains popular with the country’s Tajik ethnic group, especially
powerbrokers from his native Panjshir province that has enjoyed an
outsized role in the government since 2001. Massoud, however, is be-
lieved to have little chance of winning and at best can hope for an ap-
pointment in any future government.—AFP 

KABUL: Afghan presidential candidates Abdullah Abdullah (left) and Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar take part in a presidential debate at Tolo News TV
station yesterday. — AFP 

The economist and 
the eye doctor: The 
Afghan presidential 
hopefuls
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Paris falls for jazz-age glamour 
of India’s modernist maharajah
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US model Bella Hadid presents a creation by Lanvin
during the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Ready-to-
Wear collection fashion show in Paris. — AFP



US drummer 
pleads guilty 
to embezzling 
from charity

Robin DiMaggio, a professional drummer
who once served as the musical director
for the United Nations and has worked

with some of music’s biggest stars, pleaded
guilty on Wednesday to embezzling $750,000
from a charity for homeless children. According
to a criminal complaint, DiMaggio, 48, lied to a
Bulgarian-based nonprofit called Peace for You
Peace for Me Foundation, telling them he would
help organize a charity concert in the Bulgarian
capital Sofia to help raise funds for homeless
and displaced children from war zones.

The foundation’s financial sponsor wired

$750,000 to a DiMaggio-controlled account
in 2016, but instead of using the money to book
celebrities for the gig, DiMaggio placed the
money into his personal account, the complaint
says. He then used the funds to buy his ex-wife
a house in California, to make payments on cars
for his mother and son, to settle his credit card
debt and for his living expenses, prosecutors
said. 

When the foundation’s financial sponsor
became suspicious and demanded he return
the $750,000, DiMaggio claimed that he had
sent the money to artists who were to perform
at the concert and would give back the funds
when the deposits were returned, the com-
plaint said. In 2016, the foundation’s financial
sponsor sued DiMaggio, who subsequently
filed for bankruptcy.

DiMaggio, who has performed with the
likes of Paul Simon, David Bowie, Diana Ross
and others over the last three decades, faces
up to 20 years in prison at his sentencing in
March of next year.He was the drummer and
music director for comedian Arsenio Hall’s late-
night TV show in 2013 and served as the music
director for a number of events at the United
Nations. —AFP
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Marvel’s Kevin 
Feige to produce 
new ‘Star Wars’ film

Marvel Studios boss Kevin Feige will develop a
new “Star Wars” as part of the franchise’s next
wave of projects, The Hollywood Reporter said

Wednesday. Feige joins the Lucasfilm team as studio
president Kathleen Kennedy prepares for the new chap-
ter of films set in the “Star Wars” universe, the Reporter
said. “We are excited about the projects Kathy and the
Lucasfilm team are working on,” Alan Horn, the co-
chairman and chief creative officer of Walt Disney Stu-
dios, which owns both Marvel and Lucasfilm, told the
publication.

“Kathy is pursuing a new era in ‘Star Wars’ storytelling,
and knowing what a die-hard fan Kevin is, it made sense
for these two extraordinary producers to work... together.”
Feige, who is widely credited with the phenomenal boom in
comic book movies of the past decade, produced all 22
movies in the “Avengers” franchise. In July, superhero
blockbuster “Avengers: Endgame”-the final installment-be-
came the biggest movie of all time, ending the 10-year
reign of James Cameron’s “Avatar.”

“Endgame” took in $2.7902 billion globally since its
April release, versus $2.7897 billion for “Avatar,” including
its original theatrical run in 2009 and various re-releases.
In addition to the new “Star Wars” film, Feige will oversee
Marvel’s upcoming host of movies and television shows
featuring popular “Avengers” characters, as well as new
Marvel franchises acquired by Disney in its purchase of
21st Century Fox, including the popular “X-Men.”—AFP 

The French choreographer Jerome Bel
caused a stir yesterday by saying that
he had stopped taking flights and was

turning his back on the “artistic jet set”. The
enfant terrible of French dance told AFP that
he would also be boycotting work by artists
who flew or did not make an effort to combat
climate change. He is one of a number of art
and theatre stars who are now refusing to
travel by plane for performances and re-
hearsals, including the acclaimed British di-
rector Katie Mitchell.

Just like Hollywood stars, major perform-
ance artists and directors are globetrotters,
who can clock up millions of air miles. Bel said
that neither he nor his dance company would
be taking a plane again. “We cannot keep de-
stroying the planet as we are doing,” he said.
For his new show, “Isadora Duncan”, which is
opening both in Paris-where he lives-and in
the US, he had to work with his dancer in New
York by Skype.

“There will therefore be two versions of
the piece: one which will tour in Europe and
one in the US, and both will travel by train,”
Bel added. He said the experience had pushed
him to be even more radical. “Like Greta
Thunberg (the teenage Swedish environmen-
tal campaigner), I am going to boycott dance
companies who continue to pollute,” he told
AFP. “How can you trust a choreographer or
a company which contributes to global warm-

ing?” he added.

‘I was watching hell’
The “flight shaming” movement-which is

trying to make frequent flying less socially ac-
ceptable-began in Sweden, where a concert
hall in Helsingborg has become one of the first
in the world to only book musicians and or-
chestras who agree to travel by train. Bel said
while watching a “not very interesting” show
in Vienna recently, he “began to calculate the
carbon footprint of what was going on in front
of me: all the international trips the dancers
had to take, the decor, the technicians etc...

“And I realised I was watching hell-I was
watching the ice melting, the homes ravaged
by storms, the millions of climate refugees
who were going to have miserable lives,” he
added. A British government study published
Wednesday found that just one percent of
people in England were responsible for nearly
a fifth of the country’s international air travel.
It also discovered that the top 10 percent of
frequent flyers took more than half of all over-
seas flights last year. Movie stars have come
under increasing scrutiny about the gap be-
tween their lifestyles and their stance on cli-
mate change.

DiCaprio carbon neutral
British actress Emma Thompson was pillo-

ried by some commentators in April for flying

Dance star boycotts planes 
and hits out at ‘artistic jet set’

8,700 kilometers from Los Angeles to take
part in an Extinction Rebellion march in Lon-
don. Leonardo DiCapro, who has produced
the documentary “The 11th Hour” warning of
climate change and the new film “Ice on Fire”
championing possible solutions, admitted he
was responsible for more than 100 tons of
greenhouse gases over a decade. 

The Oscar winner said he is having trees
planted in Mexico to offset that carbon foot-
print and has been investing in green energy
projects. DiCaprio said he is now lives a car-
bon-neutral life and tries to fly on commercial

airlines if he has no option but to fly. Bel said
he had a eureka moment last winter when was
adjusting the heating in his Paris apartment to
trying to “save as much energy as possible”.

Then he realized that at the same time his
four assistants were flying to Hong Kong and
Lima to help with the staging of his shows.
“That’s when I realized I was being a hyp-
ocrite, that I was lying to myself, that my life
was like a bad play,” he said.—AFP

French choreographer†Jerome†Bel poses during a photo session in Paris. —AFP

In this file photo Robin diMaggio arrives for
the Children’s Defense Fund-California 22nd
Annual ‘Beat the Odds’ Awards at Beverly
Hills Hotel in Beverly Hills, California.—AFP

Tom Hanks to get
lifetime award 
at Golden Globes

Tom Hanks, one of Hollywood’s most
beloved actors, is to add another
honor to his name with a lifetime

achievement award from the organizers of

the Golden Globe awards. The Hollywood
Foreign Press Association (HFPA) said on
Tuesday it would present the prolific actor
and producer with its Cecil B. DeMille
award at the Golden Globes ceremony in
Beverly Hills on Jan. 5. The boyish-looking
Hanks, now 63, made his movie break-
through in “Big” in 1988, playing a
teenager who wakes up to find himself in
the body of an adult.

He went on to win back-to-back Oscars

and Golden Globes in 1994 and 1995 for
his roles in AIDS drama “Philadelphia” and
comedy “Forrest Gump.” “For more than
three decades, he’s captivated audiences
with rich and playful characters that we’ve
grown to love and admire,” HFPA presi-
dent Lorenzo Soria said in a statement. “As
compelling as he is on the silver screen,
he’s equally so behind the camera as a
writer, producer and director.”—Reuters

Hanks’ next movie appearance will be



“Transparent,” the series that forever changed how trans-
gender people are portrayed on television, will sign off
Friday with a feature-length musical finale-two years

after it almost disappeared in the thick of a #MeToo scandal.
The Emmy and Golden Globe-winning show is one of several
that was forced to contend with the sudden loss of its main star
due to misconduct allegations in recent years.

“Roseanne” turned into “The Conners” after Roseanne Barr
was dismissed due to racist tweets, while “House of Cards” fo-
cused on Robin Wright’s Claire Underwood once sexual assault
charges against Kevin Spacey led to his departure. But for
“Transparent,” the exit of actor Jeffrey Tambor amid accusations
of sexual harassment and inappropriate behavior by multiple
cast and crew members meant a new season was out of the
question, according to creator Jill Soloway.

To end the series, Soloway-who uses the gender-neutral pro-
noun “they”-decided to write a 100-minute final episode begin-
ning with the off-camera death of Maura Pfefferman, the
70-something transgender woman played by Tambor. “The mu-
sical is our opportunity to say goodbye but also transition into
a new form,” Soloway explained on Entertainment Tonight
Canada.

Soloway, whose sister Faith wrote the songs for the episode,
said the format offered a “joyful way of dealing with the pain of
the loss of Maura” while also “reminding ourselves that life is
about finding joy.” The result is an esoteric mix, with the series’
typically deft exploration of human relationships combining with
a bright “La La Land” touch to tackle serious subjects from
mourning to the Holocaust.

Following a breathtaking fourth season set in Israel, the final
episode is an opportunity for new tensions and outbursts among
Maura’s remaining family, including neurotic ex-wife Shelly, and
their children Josh, Sarah and Ali (now Ari.)

Change is coming   
Despite the absence of Maura, the trans community remains

well represented on the show, most notably through the charac-
ter Divina, played by transgender performer Alexandra Billings.
The show has been praised for developing nuanced and complex

transgender characters without perpetually reducing them to
their sexual identities, as has been the case with other series.
While “Transparent” was not the first television show to feature
trans characters and actors, it gave them more visibility than ever
before.

In just a few short years in wider society, transgender people
have become a much more widely recognized part of the
LGBTQ community. On television, shows like “Pose” have moved
the needle forward. “The world has changed so quickly,” said
Soloway, five years after the show debuted on Amazon, where it
has earned the streaming giant eight Emmy Awards and two
Golden Globes.

But Judith Light, who plays Shelly on the show, warned that
while “change is coming,” many transgender people in the US-
especially African Americans-are still subject to harassment and
violence. The actress, interviewed Monday by Yahoo! platform
BUILD, said it would take more time for society to manage a
true “transformation” on the issue.—AFP
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In this file (L-R) Actress Alexandra Billings, guest, writer/producer/director Jill Soloway, actors Jay Duplass, actors Jeffrey Tambor, Judith Light,
Amy Landecker and co-Executive Producer Andrea Sperling, winners of Best Actor in a Television Series Musical or Comedy for ‘Transparent’,
pose in the press room during the 72nd Annual Golden Globe Awards at The Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

In this file photo actress Gaby Hoffmann attends the Screening
and Panel of ‘Transparent’ at the Director Guild of America, in Los
Angeles. — AFP

Aleppo film-maker
vows to continue
showing reality 
of Syria

ASyrian film-maker whose documentary on the
siege of Aleppo brought a Cannes audience to
tears has said she wants to show the world the

reality of her country. Waad al-Kateab’s powerful and
intimate film “For Sama” is a love letter to her infant
daughter, documenting the desperate conditions she
and her husband were living through, in case they
didn’t survive. Charting five years of her life from stu-
dent protester to wife and young mother in Syria’s bat-
tle-ravaged second city, it won an emotional standing
ovation at the Cannes film festival in May.

For Kateab, the film is more than the story of one
family’s struggle. “It’s a realistic depiction of everything
that’s happening now in the country,” she told AFP on
Wednesday in London, where the documentary is
touring.  “Unfortunately, the world is deaf and blind to
what is happening, but as Syrians, our goal is to con-
tinue to tell and share Syria’s story.” Kateab was just
20 when pro-democracy protests broke out, triggering
a bloody crackdown by loyalists of President Bashar
al-Assad that has killed 370,000 people and displaced
millions.

The northern city of Aleppo suffered some of the
heaviest fighting after rebels seized its eastern sector
in 2012. The young film-maker’s goal was to document
the desperate conditions of life in the city as regime
forces closed in-along with the joy of falling in love and
the excitement of becoming a mother. When she and
her husband Hamza, on a trip to Turkey to see his sick
father, heard regime forces were poised to cut off the
city’s east completely, they decided to return. Within
an hour, they had packed and were on a treacherous
journey, dodging shells and sneaking past government
troops into the now-besieged part of the city.

Hamza, a medic, threw himself into work at a hos-
pital which at one point hosted 300 casualties in a sin-
gle day-before itself being hit by an air strike.  Kataeb
dedicated herself to filming the situation, while
wrestling with the question of whether or not to flee
the city to protect her daughter. After six months,
Aleppo was overrun and they were forced into exile,
leaving the city as part of a huge civilian evacuation.
Kataeb then set about bringing her footage together
into a feature-length production that would capture
the imagination of audiences “tired of war films or films
on Syria”. 

“So our challenge was to come up with a film that
was different,” she said. The result is a brutally honest,
moving portrayal of life under siege: the absurdity of
laughter as missiles crash down overhead, the snowball
fights, the aching grief of two boys grieving over their
brother. Kataeb said her aim was “to continue to de-
scribe in a way that is true and real what is happening
in Syria”.  “It’s not a civil war, it’s a revolution, and un-
fortunately, we the Syrian people are the ones paying
the price,” she said.—AFP
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People visit the opening of ‘The Modern Maharajah’ exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts in Paris. — AFP photos

They were India’s golden couple of the 1920s and 1930s, two
beautiful people who cut a wildly glamorous dash across
the globe, being photographed by Man Ray and sipping

cocktails with Hollywood stars. The extraordinary lives and im-
peccable taste of the Maharajah of Indore and his maharani,
Sanyogita Devi, are celebrated in a spectacular new exhibition at
the Museum of Decorative Arts in Paris.

With the clouds of World War II darkening over Europe, the
pair created a gem of an avant-garde palace on the Malwa
Plateau in the heart of India. An oasis of understated but daz-
zling modernist luxury, it was furnished with pieces by Eileen
Gray, Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret among others, with art
by Brancusi.

The first building in the subcontinent to have air conditioning,
it also had a ballroom where the couple could do the foxtrot to
the jazz-loving maharajah’s collection of 100,000 records. The
aesthete prince commissioned the young German architect Eckart
Muthesius to create his dream of the future.

‘A veritable Rudolph Valentino’
Together the two men combed the salesrooms and artist stu-

dios of Paris and Berlin with art advisor Henri-Pierre Roche-au-
thor of the novel “Jules and Jim”-to find the works to fill it.
Muthesius was also asked to kit out the 25-year-old maharajah’s
sleek new royal train, as well as a barge that was a “vertible float-
ing modernist palace” and do the interiors of his private plane. He
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designed, too, a hunting caravan so the prince-who had come to
the throne at 17 — could stalk tigers in style.

Despite being bound together in an arranged marriage when
she was 10 and he only a few years older, and having one foot in
the Raj and age-old Indian princely traditions, the pair were a
thoroughly modern couple, said the chief curator Olivier Gabet.
The ever elegant maharajah was a “veritable Rudolph Valentino”,
said Gabet, and few could fail to be charmed by his bright young
wife, who shared his interests.

“She was involved in all their projects and was treated as an
equal by her husband. In fact, they were quite an exceptional cou-
ple,” he said. Man Ray, their guest on the French Riviera, thought
the same. He was very taken with the maharani, whom he de-
scribed as an “exquisite girl in her teens”. “Dressed in the French
style, she wore a ring with a huge emerald that the Maharaja had
bought her that morning,” he later wrote.

Magnetic aura
Clearly deeply in love, the couple had “a magnetic aura”. In

fact they charmed everyone wherever they went, whether film-
maker Cecil B DeMille and actor Gary Cooper in Hollywood, or
old world royals like themselves.  Vogue described the maharajah

as like a “character from a Visconti film, the last member of a care-
free aristocracy, living its final hours in the lap of idle luxury.” And
indeed, the couple did not have long to enjoy their idyll in their
modernist home, the Manik Bagh, or “garden of rubies”.

The maharani died at the age of 22 from appendicitis, leaving
behind their toddler daughter, Usha, the present maharani.  The
maharajah’s artistic adventures pretty much ended with her death,
said Gabet, “which shows just what an influence she had.”

Despite being educated in England, Yeshwant Rao Holkar II
—  in the shortened version of the maharajah’s full title-turned
away from the well-trodden tweedy anglophile tastes of his
princely peers. His Paris-based son Richard Holkar believes the
maharajah’s cosmopolitanism may have been a reaction to his fa-
ther and his grandfather being forced to abdicate by the imperial
overlords. Gabet agrees, believing that it “may have been a way
of asserting” his independence.

Air of mystery
After his wife’s death, the maharajah went on to marry again

twice but his inner life remains mysterious. He died in 1961 as he
was planning to write his autobiography, having burned all his pri-
vate papers. “They are both quite mysterious actually,” said

Gabet.  “It was a time where people didn’t bare their souls in the
press,” and they came from a class where “there was a great sense
of holding back, of reserve and of discretion. “It’s the mystery in
some ways which makes them so mythic,” he added.

But if their fame has been somewhat forgotten, even in India,
where maharajahs were stripped of the last of their powers in
1971, the couple’s legendary connoisseurship has not. Collectors
like fashion moguls Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre Berge, and
the Qatari prince Sheikh Saud bin Mohammed Al-Thani,
snapped up much of their furniture and carpets in a legendary
auction in Monaco in 1980. Their modernist “garden of rubies”
has been swallowed up by the expanding city of Indore, now in
Madhya Pradesh.  The once stately salons of the Manik Bagh
have long since been subdivided into offices for the local excise
department. — AFP 



Legendary French designer Christian
Lacroix made a dramatic comeback to the
Paris catwalk Wednesday after a decade

thanks to the Belgian master Dries Van Noten.
Lacroix, who no longer owns the trademark to
his own name since his couture house closed in
2009, took a bow to thunderous applause at the
end of the show in the Bastille Opera alongside
Van Noten, who is known as the “King of Prints”.

The pair worked together in secret over the

last five months on the rich and opulent collec-
tion, which Van Noten said was inspired by the
character of Lady Honoria Lyndon in Stanley
Kubrick’s classic film about an 18th-century Irish
rake, “Barry Lyndon”. The show opened with a
pianist playing the second movement of Schu-
bert’s “Piano Trio”, which featured in the film, on
a grand piano.

Van Noten said that he found himself “need-
ing exuberance, opulence, another volume and
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Belgian designer Dries Van Noten, right, and French designer Christian Lacroix acknowledge the audience after the Dries Van Noten fashion
show during the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Ready-to-Wear collection fashion show in Paris. — AFP photos

Christian Lacroix makes shock 

Paris catwalk comeback



fun... and I quickly realised that all roads seemed to lead to the
work and world of Mr. Christian Lacroix.” Lacroix’s famously
decadent shows in the 1980s and 1990s were soaked in the sun-
soaked bull-fighting culture of his hometown of Arles in the south
of France, which is famed for its Roman arena. Van Noten felt his
own “particular mix of Dutch Protestant austerity and Burgundian
opulence” might be an interesting match.

‘What fashion dreams are made of’    
And critics seemed to agree, with Vogue calling their collabo-

ration “what fashion dreams are made of”.  Van Noten admitted
that given the state of the world, he needed some escapism and
cheering up. “The political, economical and environmental climate
can be divisive exclusionary and drab. “This left me thirsting for
all that would be maximalist, optimistic, flamboyant, inclusive and
enchantingly extravagant.  “There is a place for powerful opu-
lence, exaggeration and fun and I need that energy,” he added.

Even so, the designer said that some of the acid floral jacquard
prints they showed were in fact “more muted than the 18th- and
19th-century designs that inspired them.” In a nod to the Lacroix
tradition of throwing a flower on the runway at the end of his cou-
ture shows-an echo of the bullring in his native Arles-a single red
rose was left on every seat labelled with the legend,
“DVN*XCLX”. Lacroix works these days mostly as a commercial
and theatre designer through his brand, XCLX. —AFP
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Makeup mogul Kylie Jenner on Wednesday pulled out of
Paris Fashion Week where she was due to launch a new
cosmetics line with French luxury brand Balmain. Jenner,

22, said on Twitter that she was sick and unable to travel to Paris
to launch the collection as planned on Friday with Balmain Creative
Director Olivier Rousteing. The “Keeping Up with the Kardashi-
ans” star did not give details of her illness but celebrity website
TMZ.com said she was admitted to a Los Angeles area hospital
earlier this week with what an unidentified source described as se-
vere flu-like symptoms, including nausea and dizziness.

Jenner’s representatives did not return a request for comment
on Wednesday. “Unfortunately I’m really sick and unable to
travel. I’m heartbroken to be missing this show ... Creating this
collection with Olivier has been a dream,” she said on Twitter.
Jenner, whose lip gloss kits and other cosmetics have made her
a billionaire, was due to launch the Kylie X Balmain line of eye-
shadows, lip liner and lip gloss on Friday at the Paris fashion
show. The line is to be worn by Balmain models walking the run-
way for the Spring Summer 2020 collection. Jenner was also ab-
sent from the Emmy awards show in Los Angeles on Sunday
where she was due to present an award with Kim Kardashian
and her model sister Kendall. — Reuters

French label Guy Laroche has raised eyebrows by cele-
brating prostitution in its Paris fashion week show just a
day after police in the city raided a modeling agency

linked to the Epstein scandal. Designer Richard Rene de-
fended “cocking a snook” at political correctness by lionizing
the notorious French pimp, Fernande Grudet, known as
Madame Claude, and the band of sexually “free girls” she ran
during the 1960s and 1970s.  

Detectives searched the offices of Karin Models, which was
formerly owned by French tycoon Jean-Luc Brunel, who has
been accused of procuring young girls for disgraced US bil-
lionaire Jeffrey Epstein.  They also carried out a raid Tuesday
on Epstein’s luxury Paris home not far from the Arc de Triom-
phe, a judicial source told AFP. The New York financier com-
mitted suicide last month in jail while facing charges of
sexually trafficking minors.

Madame Claude operated a high-class call girl agency in
Paris in the 1960s and 1970s that counted several heads of
state among its clients. She claimed to have helped the French
government by passing secrets revealed under the sheets to
its intelligence services. Most of the girls on her books were

former models and actresses. Rene told AFP that the show
was a reaction to what he felt was a growing atmosphere of
uptight puritanism.

‘You can’t say anything’    
“It’s cocking a snoot at the times which we live in, when you

can’t say anything anymore or do anything. I find that trou-
bling.  “I thought it would be interesting to give a nod to all
the boy and girls who sold their bodies and who are often den-
igrated, and to talk of that time of freedom and (sexual) lib-
erty,” the designer added. “We shouldn’t mix things up.
#MeToo is about sexual aggression, and people being forced.
These were people who decided to sell their bodies. It was a
free choice,” he added.

Rene was inspired to do the show because the label’s
founder, Laroche, designed the clothes for the 1977 French
film, “Madame Claude”, based on Grudet’s bestselling mem-
oirs. A sequel was made four years later. With US actress Eva
Longoria of “Desperate Housewives” fame watching in the
front row, Rene sent out a collection of often tight white and
brown 1970s-inspired power dresses and jackets with large
shoulders, often decorated with prints of the label’s logo
from the time.

He said it was a homage to girls that for “a few 500 franc
notes added to the luster of France”. The old French banknote
also appeared on swimming costumes in the spring summer
collection and on dresses and boots.  “I found it quite funny,”
Rene said. “When you had 500 francs then you thought you
were rich.  “It is a part of (our) history,” he added. “Madame
Claude offered her girls as a luxury (service), not on the
streets. You have to give people the liberty to do what they
want,” the designer said. —AFP 

Models present creation by Dries Van Noten during the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Ready-to-Wear collection fashion show in Paris.

Sick Kylie Jenner
pulls out of Paris 
fashion week

Call girl show on 
Paris catwalk as 
Epstein police raid
model agency



L i f e s t y l e  |   Fa s h i o n Friday, September 27, 2019

Friday27

Models at Lanvin’s fashion show in Paris shrugged off
the drizzle for a stroll through a dreamy museum gar-
den on Wednesday, showing off long dresses, comic

strip prints and adventurous capes. Guests, including French
actress Isabelle Huppert, took shelter under see-through um-
brellas on the outdoor catwalk, set among the bamboo and
lush vegetation of the jungle-like garden at the Quai Branly, a
museum focused on non-European cultures. The mix of male
and female models, featuring sisters Bella and Gigi Hadid,
swept past in flowing dresses and pastel tones.

Some looks, including a loose sky blue pleated ensemble
and a short shiny dress, had echoes of ancient Greece, while
accessories included oversize handbags and wide-brimmed
hats. Men’s T-shirts featured faded prints from “Little Nemo in
Slumberland”, a children comic strip that was published every
week in the New York Herald in the 1910s and followed its
hero’s fantastical dreams. “The reminiscence of childhood is
very important for me,” said Lanvin’s designer Bruno Sialelli
after the show.

“I feel I’m in a generation that is pivotal, we had a childhood
without digital so we had to read, we had to get bored, this

provided a lot of creativity as a kid. And at the same time now
we are really in the digital world.” The link with childhood was
in Lanvin’s DNA, Sialelli said, adding that Jeanne Lanvin, who
founded it in 1889, first began making dresses for her daughter
which other parents soon wanted copies of, before ordering
versions for themselves.

The 32-year-old Frenchman was appointed creative direc-
tor of the brand by new CEO Jean-Philippe Hecquet last Janu-
ary, as Lanvin attempts a turnaround under its Chinese owner
Fosun. Lanvin became the darling of the fashion world in re-
cent years thanks to designer Alber Elbaz, who, along with for-
mer owner Shaw-Lan Wang, revived the brand and led it to 14
successful years before his departure in 2015, after which sales
stuttered.

Spectators at Wednesday’s show were also given head-
phones playing sweet electronic music mixing violin and bird
song, meant to immerse them in the garden’s atmosphere. “I
fell in love with the Quai Branly garden, it’s like a bubble, I pro-
vided the viewers with headphones so that they could really
contemplate the place and the collection”, Sialelli said. Paris
Fashion Week runs until Oct 1.—Reuters

Lanvin shows off capes and flowing 
looks in lush catwalk garden

Models presents creation by Lanvin during the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Ready-to-Wear collection fashion show in Paris.—AFP photos
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A group of people take part in a ‘dazzle club’ silent walk in the King’s Cross area of London, UK, applying
colorful face make-up to avoid facial recognition by CCTV cameras. —Reuters photos

Super-realistic face masks are displayed at factory of REAL-f Co. in Otsu, western Japan.

Face masks to decoy t-shirts: 
The rise of anti-surveillance fashion
As top designers wrapped up London Fashion Week

and made their way to Paris to grab the world’s at-
tention with their lavish creations, a group of artists

in London were making their own fashion statement, in a
bid to become invisible. Emily Roderick, 23, and her co-
horts in “The Dazzle Club” walked around the British capi-
tal last week with blue, red and black stripes painted across
their faces in an effort to escape the watchful eye of facial-
recognition cameras.

The artists took their silent stroll through the city’s
King’s Cross area hoping their bold make-up would act as
camouflage and confuse the cameras. “We’re hiding in
plain sight,” Roderick told the Thomson Reuters Founda-
tion, explaining that bright colors and dark shades of
make-up are known to hamper a camera’s ability to accu-
rately recognize faces. Computers have become adept at
identifying people in recent years, unlocking a myriad of
applications for facial recognition, from tracking criminals
to counting truants.

But as cameras appear at unlikely spots across the
globe, activists raise fears about lost privacy and say soci-
ety might be on the doorstep of a dystopia where Big
Brother sees all. Altering people’s looks to cheat cameras
has become increasingly popular with artists and designers
in recent years, as the use of facial recognition has grown
more pervasive, raising fears over privacy, according to
fashion experts.

From sunglasses to face masks, numerous wearable
devices promising a veil of anonymity are making their
way into the mainstream, said Henry Navarro Delgado,
an art and fashion professor at Canada’s Ryerson Univer-
sity. “There has always been something subversive about
streetwear, and one of the new areas of subversion is
definitely surveillance and, in particular, facial recogni-
tion,” he said. 

Masks and t-shirts
The Dazzle Club’s monthly decorative walks take place

in different parts of London to raise awareness about the
growing use of facial-recognition technology in public
spaces, said Roderick. Last month, Britain’s data protection

watchdog launched an investigation into the use of surveil-
lance cameras by a property developer in the King’s Cross
area. The revelation that the cameras were capturing and
analyzing images of people who passed through the site
without their permission triggered a public backlash and
led to the start of the Dazzle Club walks.

In a statement released in September, developer Argent
said it had turned off the software, and had been using the
technology “only to help the (police) prevent and detect
crime in the neighborhood”. The bright face paint Roderick
and her associates wore was pioneered by US artist Adam
Harvey in 2010 for an art project called CV Dazzle. The
project’s name is a nod to a camouflage technique first
used in World War One, when British ships were painted in
zig-zag patterns to stop German U-boats from being able
to tell how big they were or which way they were heading.

Harvey, 38, said he drew inspiration from the London
“BoomBox” party scene of the early 2000s and tribal
make-up from Papua New Guinea to develop a series of
eccentric looks combining face paint and spiky hair fringes
that bamboozle cameras. In 2016, he doubled up with a
“decoy” textile pattern featuring stylized faces that caused
face detectors to register false hits. Some online clothing
stores have since printed the pattern onto clothing to sell
on their websites.

“The main objective of this project is to show people
that surveillance is not invincible,” Harvey told the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation in a phone interview. Other de-
signers have since joined the quest to use fashion to help
people keep private in public.Online retailer Adversarial
Fashion sells shirts, skirts and other garments emblazoned
with fake license plates that it says are picked up by traffic
surveillance cameras, “injecting junk data” into a system
used “to monitor and track civilians”.

Chicago-based designer Scott Urban has developed
sunglasses that block infrared facial recognition cameras.
Urban said his main concern was the potential hacking of
facial feature data that is collected by cameras and tied to
people’s identities. “If someone steals your credit card, you
can cancel it and get a new one ... (but) most of us are not
going to do plastic surgery to rearrange our identity,” he

said by phone.
US artist Leonardo Selvaggio took the mask concept

one step further, developing a 3D prosthetic copy of his
own face that anyone could buy online for about $200 until
the company manufacturing it folded earlier this year. Be-
sides shielding users from cameras, the device aimed to
mess up facial recognition systems by tying Selvaggio’s
face and identity to a multitude of different bodies, the
artist said. “My hypothesis was that if we could do that
large enough - and hopefully eventually with other faces -
then we could call into question facial recognition’s ability
to do its job,” he explained.

Selvaggio said he was aware of similar prosthetic masks
that had been used to commit crimes. In 2010, a white man
pleaded guilty to carrying out six robberies in Ohio wear-
ing a mask of a black man’s face - a ploy that initially led
police to arrest the wrong man. The aim of his project, he
added, was to show that no technology used to catch crim-
inals was “infallible”.

New normal?
While anti-surveillance accessories offer some degree

of disguise, many designers warn their creations are tools
for social commentary rather than invisibility. Harvey, for
example, acknowledged that his many-faced textile pattern
worked on a system that was widely used a few years ago
but has since been surpassed. “It does not work for modern
face detection systems that would be used by law enforce-
ment,” he said.

Anti-facial recognition fashion has also drawn some
criticism, with one academic saying it risked “normalizing”
surveillance. “These artworks are accepting pervasive sur-
veillance as being inevitable,” said Torin Monahan, a pro-
fessor of communication at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Meanwhile, the Dazzle Club walkers
in London say camera camouflage is helping people re-
claim their identities and hope the initiative will spread to
other cities, said Roderick. “There’s definitely something
important about being able to take ownership of our own
image and understand when we want to put that out into
the public space,” she said.—Reuters
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Designer Guillaume Henry poses as part of his Spring/Summer 2020 women’s ready to wear collection
presentation for fashion house Patou during Paris Fashion Week in Paris. 

French couture house Patou came back to life on
Wednesday under the helm of LVMH, its new
parent company, and designer Guillaume Henry,

who gave a modern, chic twist to its historical de-
signs at a Paris Fashion Week presentation. Patou’s
office, a typical Haussmannian apartment a stone’s
throw from Notre-Dame Cathedral, was turned into a
showroom where clients and journalists got a
glimpse of the brand’s first fashion collection since it
closed its doors in 1987.

Instead of a catwalk, models stood around, artifi-
cially idle as they chatted or read books, showcasing
dresses with lace trimmings, Navy-style officer jack-
ets and wide denim jeans. Accessories included over-
sized handmade golden jewels, as well as tight-fitting
bathing caps and black boxing boots which evoked
the sportswear style of the Patou of old, which once
dressed tennis player Suzanne Lenglen.

Other looks included a pale pink fencer’s jacket, a
fuschia strapless puffball dress, and plenty of sailor-
style necklines and bows and navy blue structured
jackets. Henry described the laid-back but chic vibe
of the collection as “sunny.” “The Patou woman is an
approachable woman,” he told Reuters. Luxury
goods group LVMH, which also owns Christian Dior

and Louis Vuitton, bought its majority stake in Jean
Patou last year from privately held British group De-
signer Parfums for an undisclosed amount.

It tasked Henry, who previously worked at Carven
and Nina Ricci, with breathing new life into its for-
gotten pret-a-porter lines, which the late Karl Lager-
feld as well as designers Jean Paul Gaultier and
Christian Lacroix once worked on. Patou, created in
1914 by its eponymous founder, was still best known
for its rich floral perfume “Joy,” launched in the 1930s
and the most expensive fragrance of its time. LVMH’s
Dior recently launched its own “Joy” fragrance.

“A year ago, Patou was a project without an ad-
dress, without archives, without material, without
anything,” Henry said. “It was necessary to set up a
company, a century-old company.” “A lot of people
don’t know Patou so we don’t want to bring back a
brand with its patrimonial or historical background
but to see it with a new perspective.” Patou is target-
ing a wide audience, with prices in the bottom
bracket of the luxury world with dresses varying be-
tween 450 euros and 5,000 euros for the most ex-
pensive. On average, a dress costs 650
euros.—Reuters

Resurrected Patou
shows off chic, 
laid-back new look
at Fashion Week
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ACROSS
1. Resembling or similar.
5. Covering designed to be worn on a per-

son's body.
12. The compass point midway between

south and southwest.
15. A large genus of dicotyledonous trees

and shrubs of the family Aquifoliaceae
that have small flowers and berries (in-
cluding hollies).

16. Shining intensely.
17. An actor's line that immediately pre-

cedes and serves as a reminder for
some action or speech.

18. A workplace for the conduct of scien-
tific research.

20. Go on board.
22. At full speed.
24. Empty rhetoric or insincere or exag-

gerated talk.
26. Tropical starchy tuberous root.
27. An esoteric or occult matter that is tra-

ditionally secret.
29. Imperial moths.
32. Someone who works (or provides

workers) during a strike.
33. A large number or amount.
36. Celebes megapode that lays eggs in

holes in sandy beaches.
40. A city in east central Texas.
42. (Babylonian) Any of a group of power-

ful earth spirits or genii.
46. Of inferior or mixed breed.
47. Colored or impregnated with dye.

48. (botany) Relating to or attached to the
axis.

49. A member of the Caddo people who
formerly lived in the Dakotas west of
the Missouri river.

52. A broad flat muscle on either side of
the back.

53. English tennis player who won may
women's singles titles (born in 1945).

57. Of or relating to a seizure or convul-
sion.

61. Wearing or provided with clothing.
63. A person who lacks confidence, is ir-

resolute and wishy-washy.
66. Having or showing excessive or com-

pulsive concern with something.
70. Having the leading position or higher

score in a contest.
71. Battle in World War I (1917).
74. The basic monetary unit of most mem-

bers of the European Union (intro-
duced in 1999).

75. A unit of length of thread or yarn.
76. An oral antidiabetic drug (trade names

DiaBeta and Micronase) that stimulates
the release of insulin from the pancreas.

78. Being four more than ninety.
79. The syllable naming the sixth (subme-

diant) note of a major or minor scale in
solmization.

80. Someone who rows a boat.
81. Widely cultivated in tropical and sub-

tropical regions for its fragrant flowers
and colorful fruits.

Crossword 2318
DOWN

1. Of a pale purple color.
2. Tropical American tree grown in south-

ern United States having a whitish
pink-tinged fruit.

3. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on
a skewer usually with vegetables.

4. (combining form) Former.
5. An abnormally large amount of this feto-

protein in the fetus can signal an abnor-
mality of the neural tube (as spina
bifida or anencephaly).

6. A historical region on northwestern
India and northern Pakistan.

7. Humble request for help.
8. (used of eyes) Open and fixed as if in

fear or wonder.
9. A rare heavy polyvalent metallic element

that resembles manganese chemically
and is used in some alloys.

10. The compass point midway between
northeast and east.

11. Your general store of remembered in-
formation.

12. A large number or amount.
13. (linguistics) Of speech sounds.
14. Flightless New Zealand rail of thievish

disposition having short wings each
with a spur used in fighting.

19. Large arboreal boa of tropical South
America.

21. A yellow to brown wax secreted by
honeybees to build honeycombs.

23. Realistic Norwegian author who wrote
plays on social and political themes
(1828-1906).

25. The capital of Croatia.
28. A white soft metallic element that tar-

nishes readily.
30. The sound made by a pigeon v 1.
31. 16 ounces.
34. Of or relating to a directionless magni-

tude.
35. Any fungus of the family Boletaceae.
37. Frogs, toads, tree toads.
38. Horrible in fierceness or savagery.

39. A resource.
41. A promontory in northern Morocco

opposite the Rock of Gibraltar.
43. A port in southwestern Scotland.
44. Large brownish-green New Zealand

parrot.
45. A compartment in front of a motor ve-

hicle where driver sits.
50. Tropical American trees with palmately

compound leaves and showy bell-
shaped flowers.

51. East Indian fruit tree bearing fruit simi-
lar to but sweeter than that of the
rambutan.

54. An international organization of Euro-
pean countries formed after World War
II to reduce trade barriers and increase
cooperation among its members.

55. Common house and field crickets.
56. An accessory or adjoining anatomical

parts or appendages (especially of the
embryo).

58. A group of Plains Indians formerly liv-
ing in what is now North and South
Dakota and Nebraska and Kansas and
Arkansas and Louisiana and Oklahoma
and Texas.

59. A metallic element of the rare earth
group.

60. The eighth month of the civil year.
62. A soft yellow malleable ductile (triva-

lent and univalent) metallic element.
64. Fertility goddess in ancient Greek

mythology.
65. Not only so, but.
67. A narrow flattened pleat or fold that is

stitched in place v 1.
68. A member of an Iroquoian people for-

merly living on the south shore of Lake
Erie in northern Ohio and northwest
Pennsylvania and western New York.

69. Any of numerous small pigeons.
72. A solution containing a phosphate

buffer.
73. A recurring sleep state during which

dreaming occurs.
77. A state in midwestern United States.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

Daily SuDoku



Friday, September 27, 2019

Friday32

00:00   Killers   
02:20   Happy Hunting   
04:00   Valerian   
06:20   Iron Man 3   
08:45   Valerian   
11:10   Last Action Hero   
13:35   Iron Man 3   
16:00   12 Rounds   
17:55   Bad Boys   
20:00   Con Air   
22:00   The Hitman’s Bodyguard      

00:45   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
01:40   After The Attack   
02:35   Project Grizzly   
03:25   Lone Star Law   
04:15   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
05:02   Wildest Islands Of Indonesia   
05:49   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
06:36   Animal Battlegrounds   
07:00   Animal Battlegrounds   
07:25   Wild Africa: Rivers Of Life   
10:05   Wildest Middle East   
12:50   Project Grizzly   
13:45   The Vet Life   
14:40   Nature’s Strangest Myster-
ies: Solved   
15:05   Nature’s Strangest Myster-
ies: Solved   
15:35   Monster Island   
16:30   Whale Wars   
17:25   Animal Cops Houston   
18:20   Project Grizzly   
19:15   The Vet Life   
20:10   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
21:05   Wild Australia   
22:00   After The Attack   
22:55   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
23:50   The Vet Life   

00:15   EastEnders   
00:45   The ABC Murders   
01:45   Holby City   
02:40   Hold The Sunset   
03:10   Bad Move   
03:35   The Coroner   
04:20   Father Brown   
05:05   Death In Paradise   
06:00   Doctors   
06:30   EastEnders   
07:00   Holby City   
07:55   Father Brown   
08:40   Death In Paradise   
09:35   The Coroner   
10:20   Holby City   
11:15   Hold The Sunset   
11:45   Bad Move   
12:10   The Coroner   
12:55   Father Brown   
13:40   Hold The Sunset   
14:10   Bad Move   
14:35   Holby City   
15:30   Doctors     
18:30   Agatha Raisin   
20:10   The Woman In White   
21:05   Line Of Duty   
22:00   The Good Karma Hospital   
22:50   Blood   
23:40   Doctors   

00:00   Homicide Hunter   
01:00   Secrets Of The Morgue   
01:55   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
02:50   It Takes A Killer   
03:20   It Takes A Killer   
03:45   Live PD: Police Patrol   
04:10   Live PD: Police Patrol   
04:30   The First 48   
05:15   Homicide Hunter   
06:00   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
07:00   Live PD: Police Patrol   
07:20   The First 48   
08:05   The First 48   
08:50   Homicide Hunter   
09:35   Homicide Hunter   
10:30   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
11:25   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
12:20   Crimes That Shook Australia   
13:15   Live PD: Police Patrol   

13:45   Live PD: Police Patrol   
14:10   It Takes A Killer   
14:40   It Takes A Killer   
15:05   Homicide Hunter   
16:00   The First 48   
17:00   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
18:00   Crimes That Shook Australia   
19:00   The First 48   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   It Takes A Killer   
21:30   It Takes A Killer   
22:00   60 Days In: Narcoland   
23:00   Hero Ink   
23:30   Hero Ink   

Comedy Central      
00:25   Roast Battle South Africa   
00:50   Roast Battle South Africa   
01:15   Tosh.0   
01:40   Friends   
02:03   Friends   
02:25   South Park   
02:50   Comedy Central Presents:
Menna W FINA   
03:20   Tosh.0   
03:45   The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   
04:10   Roast Battle South Africa   
04:35   Roast Battle South Africa   
05:00   Real Husbands Of Holly-
wood    
07:10   Lip Sync Battle   
07:35   Lip Sync Battle   
08:00   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef   
10:15   Friends     
12:20   Key And Peele   
14:30   Lip Sync Battle   
15:00   Lip Sync Battle   
15:25   Tattoo Disasters   
16:15   Tattoo Disasters   
17:10   Friends      
19:30   Martha And Snoop Potluck
Dinner Party    
21:30   Comedy Central Presents:
Menna W FINA   
22:00   The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   
22:30   Amy Schumer-Mark Nor-
mand: Don’t Be Yourself   
23:30   Comedy Central Presents:
Menna W FINA    

00:05   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
00:30   Bizarre Foods With Andrew
Zimmern   
01:20   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
02:10   My Cat From Hell   
03:00   Dirty Jobs   
03:50   Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theatre   
04:40   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
05:05   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
05:30   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
06:15   My Cat From Hell   
07:00   Dirty Jobs   
07:50   Dirty Jobs   
08:40   Man v The Universe   
09:30   Secret Space Escapes   
10:20   Mighty Cruise Ships   
11:10   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
11:35   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
12:00   Salvage Hunters   
12:50   Unchained Reaction   
13:40   Powering The Future   
14:30   UFOs: The Lost Evidence   
15:20   Dirty Jobs   
16:10   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
16:35   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
17:00   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
17:50   My Cat From Hell   
18:40   Dirty Jobs   
19:30   Chopped Junior   
20:20   The Next Great Magician   
21:10   Breaking Magic   
21:35   Breaking Magic   
22:00   Sci-Jinks   
22:50   Keeping Up With The Kruger   
23:40   Kids Do The Craziest Things        

00:00   True Nightmares   
01:00   The Real Story With Maria
Elena Salinas   
02:00   Impact Of Murder   
03:00   Impact Of Murder   

03:45   True Nightmares   
04:30   Murder Chose Me   
05:20   Murder Comes To Town   
06:10   Deadline: Crime With Tam-
ron Hall   
07:00   Someone You Thought You
Knew   
07:55   Six Degrees Of Murder   
08:50   True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones   
09:45   True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones   
10:40   Murder Comes To Town   
11:35   Murder Chose Me   
12:30   Murder Chose Me   
13:25   Deadline: Crime With Tam-
ron Hall   
14:20   Nightmare Next Door   
15:15   Nightmare Next Door   
16:10   Murder Comes To Town   
17:05   The Perfect Murder   
18:00   The Perfect Murder   
19:00   Disappeared   
20:00   Disappeared   
21:00   Obsession: Dark Desires   
22:00   Forbidden: Dying For Love   
23:00   The Shadows Of Death   

00:00   Alex & Co.   
00:25   Alex & Co.   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:15   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:40   Alex & Co.   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost    
02:55   Evermoor Chronicles   
03:45   Alex & Co.    
04:35   Violetta   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   Rolling With The Ronks     
06:00   Liv And Maddie   
06:50   Penny On M.A.R.S   
07:40   Freaky Friday   
09:20   Raven’s Home   
10:10   Wizards Of Waverly Place   
10:35   Wizards Of Waverly Place   
11:00   Jessie   
11:50   Fast Layne   
12:40   A.N.T. Farm   
13:05   A.N.T. Farm   
13:30   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir     
14:20   Stuck In The Middle   
15:10   Shake It Up   
15:35   Shake It Up   
16:00   K.C. Undercover    
16:50   Raven’s Home   
17:40   Wizards Of Waverly Place     
18:30   Jessie    
19:20   Descendants Wicked World   
19:25   Liv And Maddie   
20:15   Bizaardvark   
21:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:10   101 Dalmatian Street   
21:35   101 Dalmatian Street   
22:00   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
22:50   Lolirock   
23:10   Evermoor Chronicles   
23:35   Binny And The Ghost      

00:00   Sofia The First S3   
00:25   Disney Junior Music Nursery
Rhymes S2   
00:30   Gigantosaurus S1   
01:00   PJ Masks   
01:25   PJ Masks   
01:50   The Hive   
02:00   Zou   
02:15   Zou   
02:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:20   The Hive   
03:30   The Hive S2   
03:40   Zou   
04:25   The Hive   
04:35   The Hive   
04:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:10   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:35   The Hive   
05:45   PJ Masks     
06:30   Gigantosaurus S1   
06:55   Minnie’s Bow-Toons  S3   
07:00   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
Y2   
07:30   Mickey And The Roadster
Racers   
08:00   PJ Masks   

08:30   Vampirina S2   
09:00   Sofia The First S3   
09:30   Elena Of Avalor   
10:00   PJ Masks   
10:30   PJ Masks   
11:00   Vampirina S2   
11:30   Vampirina S2   
12:00   Gigantosaurus S1   
12:30   Gigantosaurus S1   
13:00   Puppy Dog Pals   
13:30   Puppy Dog Pals   
14:00   PJ Masks   
14:30   PJ Masks   
15:00   Mickey And The Roadster
Racers S2   
15:30   Vampirina   
16:00   Sofia The First S4   
16:30   Elena Of Avalor   
17:00   PJ Masks   
17:25   PJ Masks Music Videos S1   
17:30   T.O.T.S S1 Splits   
17:45   T.O.T.S S1 Splits   
18:00   Fancy Nancy S1   
18:30   Vampirina S2   
19:00   PJ Masks   
19:30   The Lion Guard   
20:00   Sofia The First S3   
20:25   Vampirina Ghoul Girls Rock!   
20:30   Doc McStuffins   
21:00   PJ Masks   
21:30   T.O.T.S S1 Splits   
21:45   T.O.T.S S1 Splits   
22:00   Fancy Nancy S1   
22:30   Vampirina S2   
23:00   Paprika   
23:30   The Lion Guard      

00:15   Dual Survival   
01:05   Savage Builds   
01:50   Mythbusters   
02:35   Salvage Hunters: The Re-
storers   
03:20   Fast N’ Loud   
04:05   Fast N’ Loud   
04:50   How Do They Do It?   
05:15   How Do They Do It?   
05:35   Property Wars   
06:00   Storage Hunters UK   
06:20   Property Wars   
06:45   Dual Survival   
07:35   Deadliest Catch   
08:20   Gold Rush   
09:10   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
09:55   Salvage Hunters   
10:45   How Do They Do It?   
11:10   How Do They Do It?   
11:30   Fast N’ Loud   
12:20   Fast N’ Loud   
13:05   Storage Hunters UK   
13:30   Property Wars   
13:55   Salvage Hunters   
14:40   Into Alaska   
15:30   Wildest Islands   
16:15   Aaron Needs A Job   
17:05   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
17:50   Gold Rush   
18:40   How Do They Do It?   
19:05   How Do They Do It?   
19:25   Fast N’ Loud   
20:15   Fast N’ Loud   
21:00   Speed Is The New Black   
21:50   Aaron Needs A Job   
22:40   Twin Turbos   
23:30   Deadliest Catch     

00:00   Very Cavallari   
01:00   Very Cavallari   
02:00   E! News   
03:00   WAGs Miami   
04:00   WAGs Atlanta   
05:00   WAGs Atlanta   
06:00   WAGs   
07:00   WAGs   
08:00   E! News: Daily Pop   
08:55   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians   
09:50   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians   
10:45   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians   
11:40   E! News   
12:35   Very Cavallari   
15:20   E! News: Daily Pop   
16:15   Botched     
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Very Cavallari   
21:00   Very Cavallari   
22:00   Very Cavallari   

23:00   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians      

00:15   Dogfights   
01:00   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
01:45   Cities Of The Underworld   
02:30   Jurassic Fight Club   
03:15   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
04:00   Ancient Aliens   
04:45   Deep Sea Salvage   
05:30   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
06:15   What Really Happened   
07:00   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
07:45   Cities Of The Underworld   
08:30   Jurassic Fight Club   
09:15   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
10:00   Ancient Aliens   
10:45   Deep Sea Salvage   
11:30   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
12:15   What Really Happened   
13:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
13:45   Jurassic Fight Club   
14:30   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
15:15   Ancient Aliens   
16:00   Deep Sea Salvage   
16:45   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
17:30   What Really Happened   
18:15   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
19:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
19:45   Jurassic Fight Club   
20:30   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
21:15   Ancient Aliens   
22:00   Cowboys & Outlaws   
22:45   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
23:30   What Really Happened        

00:20   Hunting Hitler   
01:05   Storage Wars   
01:25   Storage Wars   
01:50   American Pickers   
02:35   Pawn Stars   
03:00   Pawn Stars   
03:25   The Lost Evidence   
04:15   JFK Declassified: Hunting
Oswald   
05:05   Forged In Fire   
06:00   Counting Cars   
06:45   Hunting Hitler   
07:30   Storage Wars   
07:50   Storage Wars   
08:15   American Pickers   
09:00   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Pawn Stars   
09:45   The Lost Evidence   
10:30   JFK Declassified: Hunting
Oswald   
11:15   Forged In Fire   
12:00   American Pickers    
15:00   Hot Wheels 50th Anniversary
Special   
15:45   Truck Wars   
17:15   Hot Rods And Muscle Cars   
18:45   Mountain Men   
21:00   The Curse Of Civil War Gold   
21:50   The Curse Of Civil War Gold   
22:40   American Pickers   
23:30   American Pickers       

00:00   Fish Tank Kings   
01:00   48 Hrs Destination   
01:30   48 Hrs Destination   
02:00   George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces   
02:55   Log Cabin Fever   
03:50   Living Free With Kimi
Werner   
04:45   Confucius Was A Foodie   
05:40   Chasing The Sun    
06:35   World’s Best Beaches   
07:30   Exploring Malaysia   
08:25   Cruise Ship Diaries   
09:20   Fish Of The Day   
10:15   Fearless Chef   
11:10   Chasing The Sun   
12:05   World’s Best Beaches   
13:00   Exploring Malaysia   
13:55   Cruise Ship Diaries   
14:50   Fish Of The Day   
15:45   Fearless Chef   
16:40   Chasing The Sun   
17:35   Island Hunter   

18:30   Confucius Was A Foodie   
19:25   Cruise Ship Diaries   
20:20   Fish Of The Day    
21:15   Fearless Chef   
22:10   David Rocco’s Dolce Vita    
23:05   Chasing The Sun   
23:30   Chasing The Sun       

00:00   Buried Secrets Of WWII   
00:50   Primal Survivor   
01:40   Border Wars   
02:30   Genius By Stephen Hawking   
03:20   Living Free With Kimi
Werner   
04:10   Buried Secrets Of WWII   
05:00   Primal Survivor   
06:00   Border Wars   
07:00   Genius By Stephen Hawking   
08:00   Buried Secrets Of WWII   
09:00   Activate: The Global Citizen
Movement   
10:00   Scrapyard Supercar   
11:00   Man vs Viral   
12:00   India’s Mega Kitchens   
13:00   WW2 Hell Under The Sea   
14:00   Locked Up Abroad   
15:00   Activate: The Global Citizen
Movement   
16:00   Ultimate Survival Alaska   
17:00   Scrapyard Supercar   
18:00   India’s Mega Kitchens   
19:00   Man vs Viral   
20:00   Activate: The Global Citizen
Movement   
21:00   Ultimate Survival Alaska   
22:00   Locked Up Abroad   
23:00   Man vs Viral        

00:30   Animal ER   
01:30   Born In Africa   
02:30   Dog: Impossible   
03:30   Borneo’s Secret Kingdom   
04:30   Shark Men   
05:30   Hunter Hunted   
06:30   Animal ER   
07:30   Shark Men   
08:30   World’s Deadliest Animals   
09:30   Cave Crocs Of Gabon   
10:30   Snakes In The City   
11:30   Shark Men   
12:30   World’s Deadliest Animals   
13:30   Cave Crocs Of Gabon   
14:30   Snakes In The City   
15:30   Borneo’s Secret Kingdom:
Weird And Wild   
16:30   Tree Climbing Lions   
17:30   Shark Men   
18:30   Hunter Hunted   
19:30   The Flood   
20:30   Snakes In The City   
21:30   World’s Weirdest: Animal
Taboo   
22:30   Little Giant   
23:30   Hunter Hunted     

00:12   Breadwinners   
00:36   Rabbids Invasion   
01:24   Sanjay And Craig   
02:12   Winx Club   
03:00   Regal Academy    
03:48   Rabbids Invasion   
04:36   Breadwinners   
05:00   Welcome To The Wayne   
05:24   SpongeBob SquarePants   
05:48   Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles   
06:12   The Loud House   
06:36   Motu Patlu   
07:00   Rise Of The Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles   
07:24   Chop Chop Ninja   
07:48   Winx Club   
08:12   Regal Academy   
08:36   I Am Frankie   
09:00   Henry Danger   
09:24   The Bureau Of Magical
Things   
09:48   Game Shakers   
10:12   School Of Rock   
10:36   The Thundermans   
11:00   Nickelodeon Kids Choice
Awards Abu Dhabi 2019   
12:20   The Loud House   
12:36   Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles   

T V  L i s t i n g s
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081

Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland) 0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK) 0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676

You have a fine sense of appreciation and are very attentive to
your loved ones. You love to help and take care of others, expressing a first-
rate sense of compassion. You possess an almost infinite ability to respond to
the needs and demands of others. Fragile and refined, you are perhaps too re-
served. Your love of truth makes philosophy and religious ideas a life-long habit.
You appreciate things of a global or universal level and could learn to love travel.
Appearances mean little to you and you value honesty and candor in your part-
ner and friends. Lovely words and a flair for description entertain neighbors
and friends in a social scene this afternoon. You are artistic in all its many forms.
There is an inner sense of warmth and goodness today.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

The world is a sacred place to you and you have an absolute com-
mitment to spiritual ideas. You could be enjoying a luncheon with people that
are within your spiritual association. Although you may not recognize that you
have intuition, it is strong and you use it in helping others. You are sensitive,
kind and gentle. You are a romantic too, with a tender heart. You always work
for a real future, doing what has to be done. You love all that is musical and
artistic. You have a sensitivity to all that is psychic or spiritual. You have real
faith. There is a natural appreciation for the past that stands out today as you
demonstrate trends or point out tendencies and the possibilities of change. You
will enjoy music, young people and being with loved ones.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Sympathy and understanding come into play this Friday as you
interact with friends and family. It’s wisdom, not knowledge, that counts now.
Coming to grips with the past or getting in touch with the spiritual gives you a
sense of completeness. If it makes sense you love it, and if it does not, you feel
guilty about it—that’s what it’s like now. A loving attention to details and a sense
of satisfaction in doing what is right are some of the qualities that come into
play now—especially with respect to your health. You may find yourself at a
nearby fruit and vegetable market this afternoon, mentally planning next week’s
menus. Your energies appear to be in the planning area this evening. You are at
your mental best with sharp ideas and clear thoughts.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You may be very forceful in what you say and think today. With
all of this emotional energy, you could speak or communicate very well. You
have much mental drive to accomplish whatever you set out to do today. There
is the possibility of new visions or sudden insights into your self-image or into
your ideals and dreams. This is a time to reshape and renew your philosophy
or religion during which your imagination is at full tilt. There are breakthroughs
in compassion and communion. The new and unexpected may figure in your
living situation or surroundings. An insight about your support system, your
mother, or other females may be important. You could discover a difficult stu-
dent or a difficult young person opens to you now.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Lovers, children and other people or things dear to your heart are
emphasized this day. Being appreciated and admired for your creative offerings
are powerful needs. Taking chances can bring big rewards. Watch those judg-
ments . . . They will keep you from joy and your expectations will make you un-
happy. The best technique for now is to clear the mind and go-with-the-flow.
You may enjoy getting away from your usual routine to do something different
for a change. Your desires are strong and you will want to enjoy yourself. Ro-
mance is very possible. There is a basic drive to appreciate and taste life. Travel
to a friend’s new home may bring about an opportunity to talk about old times
and laugh a lot! Take a simple housewarming gift.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Faith, optimism and a yearning to explore all kinds of new horizons
are some of the focal points in your life. Travel, education and other ways to
stretch your horizons open new doors of opportunity. Religious, philosophical
and cultural matters are likely to have a special appeal for you now; transmitting
ideas on a broader scale brings gain. You could decide you want to be a broad-
caster on the airwaves. There is much energy and drive, perfect for starting
something out or taking care of personal business. Very physical too—exercise
is in order. A team effort will pay off, big time. Your emotions and the emotions
of those around you are quite clear. This evening is a good time to catch up on
family matters and, if needed, improve communications.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may want to organize or rearrange your living situation. You
may find ways that will help make it easier to help you remember to put things
in their proper place. Marking containers, organizing the garage or utility room
may take up most of your day. Later this afternoon you may decide to create a
place to have “me time.” this would be a nice chair, magazine rack, lamp or a
desk where you can write or read or use your computer. Later today you will
look for family or friends to join together for a little visiting time. A drive into
the country with one of your friends or family members will find you at a garage
sale, country vegetable stand or movie. This is a great time to share your time
with another person and enjoy discussing all sorts of subjects.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Social connections are on your mind—on a more intellectual level
than in the past, most likely. Powerful changes within you are demanding recog-
nition and this may mean a new artistic interest or talent. Recognition will come
in time—patience. A friend may want you to ride a motorcycle with him or her,
or enter into some other situation that your participation might be worrisome.
You may find that you have a problem with saying no. Today you learn to rise
above the imagined guilt to state your thoughts. You are surprised at your
progress and pleased with yourself. You may decide to look for another chal-
lenge so you can try out your new mind-set all over again. You may realize that
you have discovered positive new things about you.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You may be able to enjoy and value your own life situation this
day or feel especially kind toward a friend or neighbor. Someone may compli-
ment you on your belongings. You could find that you are in the mood to share
and plans may develop to create a garden between neighbors. There is time
today to have new thoughts and sudden insights and to get an unexpected
boost in your ideas. Communications are simplified; connections of all kinds,
news and so on, are furthered, which could mean the purchase of a camera,
new phone, computer or some other form of communication. There is a time
later to enjoy some special time with someone you love. General good feeling
and a sense of support and harmony make this a happy time.

If there is something that needs to be said on the home front
today—speak up now. Others lend their support to whatever you want to ac-
complish. Move forward instead of backward and keep your thinking in a for-
ward-moving mode. Everything comes together to value and to bring out your
unique and unusual qualities. You may find that someone close to you under-
stands and is supportive of your eccentricities. You could come up with new
solutions or inventions. Communicating with others in clear, intelligent conver-
sations is important just now. Your timing should be perfect and others will find
you most spontaneous. Enjoy a walk after the evening meal, perhaps with a
friend or loved one. There are many stars to see.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There is much to do today—fortunately you have the energy to
match your goals. You can expect a sense of support and good will from those
around you. Free your mind while you work or tend to your projects and find
your sense of humor—laugh. Laughter is contagious and will put everyone in
a good mood. A family member brings you good news this afternoon. There is
much communication surrounding this subject. Phone calls and letters are un-
derway. Your extra confidence may make you a bit outspoken so take care with
your words while surrounded by so many people. Pamper yourself this evening,
set some of those serious thoughts to the side and enjoy a loved one’s attention
or pour your own attention onto a loved one. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

If you are a female, you may find yourself hiding from someone
today because you forgot to complete your makeup or do not

have on the right clothes. Careful, you could knock something over, or run into
someone, by running in the opposite direction. If you are a male, you may turn
your head to someone’s flattery that is not sincere. Look beyond the flattery to
what this person is really saying. This is a busy day and one might find you huff-
ing and puffing often. You can get more done than the average person and some
things you have been putting off are included in your rush to ready yourself for
the week ahead. Do be careful not to break some prized possession. This
evening you will be able to relax with friends or loved ones.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
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Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000
Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005
Maternity Hospital                                         24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700
Chest Hospital                                               24849400
Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010
Adan Hospital                                                23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300
Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000
Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752
Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

CHANGE OF NAME

LOST

I, Ali Abdul Jamal Mohamed, hold-
er of Indian Passport No. N9723698
having permanent address
Kannachan Kandy (H) Atholi,
Calicut, residing in Kuwait, hereby
change my name to Abdul Jamal
Mohamed Ali (Given Name).
(C 5680)

I, SHAHUL HAMEED PUTHUR
MOHAMED holder of Indian
Passport No. N8635952 having per-
manent address Abrar Manzil,
Mogral Puthur, Kasaragod, Kerala,
India, Pin Code 671128, presently
residing in Kuwait hereby declare
that henceforth my name will be
read as given name: SHAHUL
HAMEED and surname: PUTHUR
MOHAMED. (C 5681) 27-9-2019

I, SIDDA LALITH REDDY, have
changed my name from LALITH
REDDY to SIDDA LALITH REDDY,
hereafter in all my dealings and
documents. (C 5595)

I have changed my old name ALAJI
MAHAMADSHAIF KASAM (Indian
Passport No. L1429681 issued in
Kuwait) to new name ALJI
MAHAMAD SHAIF KASAM, with
‘ALJI’ as surname and ‘MAHAMAD
SHAIF KASAM’ as given names for

all purposes. 
(C 5596) 26-9-2019

I, MOHD HUSSAIN REZAYE, (Civil ID
no. 271012401914) have changed
my name from NASER ABBAS REZA
to MOHD HUSSAIN REZAYE, here-
after in all my dealings and docu-
ments. (C 5594) 25-9-2019

I, ALVI MIRAHUSSAIN ABDUL LATIF,
holding Indian Passport No.
Z2816291, S/o ABDUL LATIF
DAWOOD ALVI, PR/O 28/10, FLR-2,
Ashok Niwas, Nawroji RD-5,
Mumbai-400009. At present resid-
ing in Kuwait hereby declare that
henceforth my name is read as giv-
en name: MIRAHUSSAIN ABDUL
LATIF and surname: ALVI. (C 5678)

I, Harpreet S/o Dalip Kumar R/o V.
Khojewala, P.o. Khaira Majja, Distt.
Kapurthala, Punjab, India. Have
changed my name from Harpreet
to Harpreet Kumar. 
(C 5677) 24-9-2019

I, Khaled Mansour Shaar, had lost
my Passport (N012165597), nation-
ality - Syrian, date of birth
10/01/1994, expires on
13/01/2020. If anyone found please
call: 55252158 
(C 5679) 26-9-2019
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BEIJING: People walk inside the new Beijing Daxing International Airport during its first day of operation. —AFP

Beijing opens new massive, glitzy airport
BEIJING: A futuristic airport that resembles
a giant starfish opened in Beijing Wednesday,
as China unveils another massive infrastruc-
ture project just days before it celebrates 70
years of Communist Party rule. Located 46
kilometers south of Tiananmen Square, Beijing
Daxing International Airport will operate at
full capacity in 2040, with eight runways and
the potential to receive 100 million passen-
gers per year.

The airport was opened by President Xi
Jinping, but had an immediate hitch when its
maiden commercial flight — an A380 super-
jumbo heading to the southern city of
Guangzhou — was delayed by nearly 30 min-
utes. State broadcaster CCTV, which offered
a live coverage of the first flight, offered no
explanation for the delay. Beijing Daxing —
with the airport code PKX — is seen as an
embodiment of the “Chinese dream” Xi has
offered his fellow citizens.

Teething problems 
Both foreign and domestic carriers have

plans to move their operations to the new
airport, and British Airways, Cathay Pacific
and Finnair have already announced new
routes to tap into the potential of the modern
aviation hub. “Switching airports can be a
complex decision for airlines,” said aviation
analyst John Strickland. “Airlines would pre-
fer to see a new airport open and overcome
teething problems before moving services
from another well tried and tested airport.”

The SkyTeam alliance — which includes
Delta, Air France and Dutch airline KLM —
was also expected to move, along with local
partners Eastern Airlines and China South-
ern Airlines. But when contacted by AFP
last week, Delta and Air France said the de-
cision whether to move airports had not yet
been made. The third largest Chinese air-
line, Air China, is expected to keep flying

the bulk of its flights from Beijing Capital
International Airport.

Soaring growth 
At 700,000 square meters — about the

size of 100 football pitches — the new
structure will be one of the world’s largest
airport terminals. The building was designed
by Iraqi-British architect Zaha Hadid, who
died in 2016. Inside, it stands out for its
flowing, curved lines and use of natural light
that filters down to the lowest levels of the
building through openings on the roof.

Underneath the terminal is a train station
and metro line that will allow travelers to
reach the city centre in 20 minutes. The
project cost 120 billion yuan ($17.5 billion),
or 400 billion yuan if rail and road links are
included. At full capacity, Daxing would be
the world’s largest single terminal in terms
of traveler capacity, according to its design-

ers. Atlanta airport in the United States —
the world’s busiest airport — can receive
more than 100 million passengers, but
across two terminals.

The current Beijing Capital International
Airport — the world’s second largest — is
already overflowing, with just over 100 mil-
lion passengers annually. “Daxing is an ex-
tension of the phenomenal growth of the
aviation market in China,” said Shukor Yusof,
head of Malaysia-based aviation consul-
tancy Endau Analytics. Air transport is
booming in China as living standards in-
crease along with peoples’ desire to travel.
It is expected to surpass the US to become
the world’s biggest aviation market by the
mid-2020s, according to the International
Air Transport Association.  By 2037 the
country will have 1.6 billion plane journeys
each year — a billion more than in 2017, the
organization estimates. —AFP

Hackers target Airbus suppliers 
in quest for commercial secrets39 40

Business
Huawei founder hints at problems 
with its access to western finance

Top economist Joseph Stiglitz 
sees ‘significant slowdown’ 41

‘An extension of the phenomenal growth of the aviation market in China’
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LONDON: Stock markets and the dollar ad-
vanced yesterday after upbeat comments from
US President Donald Trump that a trade deal
with China could come sooner than expected
and steps towards a new agreement with Japan.
Trump, in an appearance Wednesday at the
United Nations, said a deal with China was get-
ting closer, sending equities higher despite con-
cerns over the launch of an impeachment inquiry
against the mercurial leader.

The remarks came just a day after Trump
railed against Chinese “abuses” at the UN sum-
mit, comments that had been seen as among the
factors causing stocks to fall Tuesday. Connor
Campbell, analyst at Spreadex trading group,
said “investors chose to buy into Trump’s trade
optimism, allowing the markets to push higher”.
Trump on Wednesday also said Washington and
Tokyo had taken a major step towards sealing a
comprehensive new trade deal, which will see
Japan cut tariffs on $7 billion of US farm exports
while the US would cut tariffs on some Japanese
agricultural goods.

“Investors have been ‘trade war’ bearish for
so long that any sliver of optimism is cheered,”
Stephen Innes, Asia Pacific market strategist at

AxiTrader, said in a note. The Japanese deal also
“suggests the president is open to an ‘interim’
trade deal, possibly signaling he is willing to ne-
gotiate one with China”, Innes said. Asian mar-
kets largely cheered Trump’s positive comments
on trade. Elsewhere, crude prices slipped after
an unexpected rise in US inventory and a swift
recovery in Saudi Arabia’s output following the
September 14 attacks on its oil infrastructure.

The pound was little changed. The British
currency had pulled back after it rallied on Tues-
day on the belief that the odds of a no-deal
Brexit had fallen. “It will probably take a Brexit
agreement signed and sealed to give it new up-
side momentum,” said Jeffrey Halley, senior mar-
ket analyst at OANDA. On the corporate front,
shares in Airbus were unchanged at 121 euros in
Paris after sources revealed that the European
aerospace giant has been hit by a series of at-
tacks by hackers targeting its suppliers in search
of commercial secrets, adding they suspected a
Chinese link. AFP spoke to seven security and
industry sources, all of whom confirmed a spate
of attacks in the past 12 months but asked for
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the
information they were sharing. — AFP 

Stock markets, dollar climb on 
upbeat Trump trade comments

Vaping backlash 
sparks profit 
warning at Imperial
LONDON: Shares in British tobacco giant Imperial Brands
slumped yesterday after it issued a profit-warning linked to
a backlash against vaping in the United States. Imperial,
whose e-cigarette brand is blu and traditional tobacco
brands include Davidoff and Gauloises, expects annual rev-
enue to grow 2.0 percent, down from guidance of as much
as 4.0 percent, it said in a statement.

The group blamed the downgrade on “a challenging NGP
(next generation products) market in the USA”, as well as a
weaker performance from its Africa, Asia and Australasia di-
vision. In reaction, the share price of Imperial Brands tumbled
10.4 percent to £18.50 on London’s benchmark FTSE 100
index, which was up 1.0 percent nearing midday. Rival British
American Tobacco, which this month axed 2,300 jobs as part
of a drive towards controversial e-cigarettes, saw its stock
slide 0.9 percent to £28.97.

“Imperial Brands lowered its full-year outlook as there has
been a backlash against vaping in the US,” noted David Mad-
den, analyst at CMC Markets UK. “In some countries, ciga-
rette sales have been in decline, so major tobacco firms has
been ramping up their investments in alternative products
like vaping, but given the recent adverse reaction to vaping,
traders are fearful the sector will be squeezed.”

US President Donald Trump’s administration is consid-
ering an outright ban on flavored e-cigarette products,
which authorities say target teen users, following a spate of
vaping-linked deaths. Imperial meanwhile was not the Lon-
don stock market’s biggest faller Thursday. Instead shares
in publisher Pearson nosedived 17.8 percent to 708 pence
after the company warned it would take a hit from weaker-
than-expected trade at its US higher educational course-
ware business. — AFP 

Japan cattle farmers
fear US trade deal 
will be death knell
TOKYO: US and Japanese officials insist a hard-won bilateral
trade deal will be a “win-win”, but some Japanese cattle
farmers fear the agreement could sound the death knell for
their embattled sector. Cattle farmers are already struggling
to adjust to the terms of two major free trade deals inked by
Japan in recent years — the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
and an agreement with the European Union. But they fear the
US trade deal will put much greater pressure on them.

“We were able to maintain a market for our products in
competition with the TPP members, because our beef quality
is good enough to compete, even if imported beef was
cheaper,” said Harumi Yoshikawa, an official in charge of live-
stock at an agricultural cooperative in Hokkaido. “But Amer-
ican beef rivals ours in terms of quality and in that sense we
are worried.” Akio Kawai, 61, who runs a ranch of some 4,300
beef cattle in Shikaoi town in northern Hokkaido, said: “Politi-
cians are not thinking about us farmers at all.”  He said he is
determined to stay afloat “but others may think about quitting
this business”. “Japanese beef may be delicious and offer a
sense of safety to consumers, but US beef is absolutely
cheaper, and that’s attractive to some,” Kawai said.

Worries for the future 
Under the deal announced in New York on Wednesday,

Japan will eliminate or reduce tariffs on $7.2 billion worth
of US food and agricultural products. Milk cow farmers fear
they too will struggle, despite assurances of assistance
from Japanese government officials. The deal “will be a fur-
ther blow to small cow farmers like us who keep just 30 to
50 cows,” said one dairy and beef cattle farmer in Kana-
gawa prefecture, south of Tokyo, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“Various costs — the price of feed crops, salaries for
workers — are already weighing on us, and this deal will be

another factor to worry about in terms of the future of this
business,” he said. “I wonder if many cow farmers, many of
whom are ageing, will decide to quit the job,” he added. “And
I wonder if it’s right for Japan to lose these small-sized farm-
ers... who are the majority of the Japanese farm industry.”
Japan came to the negotiating table reluctantly, after Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration withdrew from the TPP
and threatened Tokyo’s key auto sector with sanctions.

But Japanese experts question whether the country’s ne-
gotiators have done enough to protect local farmers. “Japan
could have drawn more concessions from the US because it
is Americans who withdrew from the TPP” and wanted more
access, argued Akio Shibata, head of the Natural Resource
Research Institute and former researcher for trading house
Marubeni. “Even if the levels of tariff cuts are same as those
of the TPP, it will discourage Japanese farmers — who are
already struggling to survive — from continuing their busi-
nesses,” he said.

‘Chew on car parts’ 
Manufacturing, including the auto industry, is seen as the

main driver of Japan’s economic growth, accounting for
roughly 20 percent of nominal GDP.  By contrast, the coun-
try’s agriculture sector accounts for just one percent of
GDP. The deal announced Wednesday is only the first phase
of the talks, with Washington saying the second phase will
include Japan’s auto sector. Washington continues to wield
the threat of imposing tariffs of up to 25 percent on Japan’s
auto sector, which US officials view as a key tool to keep
negotiations moving.

Nobuhiro Suzuki, an expert on agricultural trade at the
University of Tokyo, said Japanese negotiators were offering
agricultural concessions to protect the auto sector. The
“mindset is if the US threatens them with punitive measures
on the auto sector, they offer (compromise in) agriculture,”
he said. “The result will be a further reduction of agricultural
production in this country.” Kawai agreed, saying: “I wonder
what the government is thinking about food safety and self-
sufficiency rate.” “The price of milk is already cheaper than
(bottled) water. That’s unfair,” he added. “If the government
think it’s okay to import 100 percent of the milk Japan con-
sumes, then that’s fine. When a food emergency occurs, they
can enjoy chewing on steel car parts.” — AFP 

NEW YORK: Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell gives a news conference as traders work
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. — AFP 



PARIS: European aerospace giant Airbus has
been hit by a series of attacks by hackers target-
ing its suppliers in search of commercial secrets,
sources told AFP, adding they suspected a Chi-
nese link. AFP spoke to seven security and in-
dustry sources, all of whom confirmed a spate of
attacks in the past 12 months but asked for
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the
information they were sharing.

Two security sources involved in investigat-
ing the hacking said there had been four major
attacks. Airbus has long been considered a
tempting target because of the cutting-edge
technologies that have made it one of the world’s
biggest commercial plane manufacturers, as well
as a strategic military supplier. In January, it ad-
mitted to a security incident that “resulted in
unauthorized access to data”, but people with
knowledge of the attacks outlined a concerted
and far bigger operation over the last year.

AFP’s sources said the hackers targeted
British engine-maker Rolls-Royce and the French
technology consultancy and supplier Expleo, as
well as two other French contractors working for
Airbus that AFP was unable to identify. Airbus
did not immediately reply to a request for com-
ment. A spokesperson for Rolls-Royce declined
to comment on the specifics of any attack but
said: “We have experience of attempts to gain
access to our network and we have a team of ex-
perts who work closely with the relevant author-
ities to ensure that we combat these attempts and
minimize any potential impact.”

Expleo said it would neither “confirm nor
deny” that it had been targeted. Romain Bottan
of the aerospace security specialist BoostAero-
space said the intrusions as described by
sources to AFP showed that hackers were seek-
ing out weak links in the chain to compromise
Airbus’s systems. “Very large companies are
very well protected, it’s hard to pirate them, so
smaller companies are a better target,” he said.

VPN entry point 
The attack against Expleo was discovered at

the end of last year but the group’s system had
been compromised long before, one of the
sources told AFP on condition of anonymity. “It
was very sophisticated and targeted the VPN
which connected the company to Airbus,” the
source said. A VPN, or virtual private network,
is an encrypted network that enables employees
to access company systems remotely. 

Airbus suppliers sometimes operate in a VPN
linking them with colleagues at the plane-maker.
The other attacks used the same methods, with
the first of them detected at a British subsidiary
of Expleo, formerly known as Assystem, as well
as Rolls-Royce, which provides engines for Air-
bus planes. According to several of the sources,
the hackers appeared to be interested in techni-
cal documents linked to the certification process
for different parts of Airbus aircraft.

They also said that several stolen documents
were related to the innovative turbo-prop en-
gines used on the Airbus military transport plane
A400M. One of the sources said the hackers
were also interested in the propulsion systems
for the Airbus A350 passenger jet, as well as its
avionics systems controlling the plane.

Who to blame? 
None of the sources who spoke to AFP could

formally identify the perpetrators of the attacks,
pointing to the extreme difficulty in obtaining ev-
idence and identification. Many state-backed and
independent hackers are known to disguise their
tracks, or they may leave clues intended to confuse
investigators or lead them to blame someone else.

But the sources said they suspected Chinese
hackers were responsible, given their record of
trying to steal sensitive commercial information
and the fact that Beijing has just launched a
plane designed to compete with Airbus and US
rival Boeing. State-owned plane-maker Comac
has already launched manufacturing of its first
mid-range airliner but has struggled to get it
certified. Engines and avionics are “areas in
which Chinese research and development is
weak,” one of the sources said. 

In its quest to break the stranglehold of Airbus
and Boeing on the global aircraft market, Beijing
also has ambitions to build a long-haul jet called
the C929, which will be developed in partnership
with Russia.   Several sources said they believed
a group of hackers linked to the Chinese Com-
munist Party, known as APT10, could be behind
the attacks. The United States considers APT10
to be state-backed hackers linked to the Chinese
intelligence services and military.

But another source pointed to another group
of Chinese hackers known as JSSD, which are
believed to operate under the regional security
ministry in the coastal province of Jiangsu. “The
JSSD is focused on the aerospace industry,”
one source said, explaining that they employ
people “familiar with the language, the software
and aerospace codes.” In October 2018, the US
Justice department named several JSSD offi-
cers as being responsible for a hacking opera-
tion targeting an engine being developed by
US-based General Electric and French aero-
space group Safran.  

“At the time of the intrusions, a Chinese
state-owned aerospace company was working
to develop a comparable engine for use in
commercial aircraft manufactured in China and
elsewhere,” a US statement said. France and
Airbus have been left in a delicate position by
the discovery of the hacking attacks, sources
told AFP, with the country and company need-
ing to take into account their commercial ties
with China.

Achilles’ heel 
The attacks show up the vulnerability of Air-

bus to intrusions via its global supplier network,
and the value of its technology to foreign coun-
tries. “The aerospace sector is the one that suf-
fers most from cyberattacks, mostly through
spying or people seeking to make money from
this industry,” said Bottan of BoostAerospace.
There is also a major industrial risk for Airbus,
with hackers potentially able to knock out pro-
duction for strategic suppliers which would have
a knock-on effect on production. — AFP 
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Hackers target Airbus suppliers 
in quest for commercial secrets

In this file photo taken on February 08, 2019 an Airbus A350-1000 conducts a test flight over
Chateauroux airport, central France. —AFP 

British Airways
parent cuts profit
forecast on strikes
LONDON: IAG, the owner of British Airways,
said yesterday it was cutting annual profits guid-
ance after taking a hit of 137 million euros from
BA pilots carrying out historic strikes. IAG “ex-
pects its 2019 operating profit before excep-
tional items to be 215 million euros ($236 million)
lower than 2018”, the group said, noting that it
was taking hits also from threatened strike action
elsewhere and lower bookings going forward.

BA grounded its entire UK fleet over two
days this month when for the first time in its 100-
year history pilots employed by the airline went
on strike in a long-running dispute over pay.
Even though pilots represented by the BALPA
union have cancelled a third 24-hour stoppage,
BA has said it has been able to revert to only a
half-service on Friday having initially cancelled
all UK flights scheduled for tomorrow. And de-

spite the strike being scrapped, “there have been
no further talks between British Airways and
BALPA”, IAG said yesterday. 

“The airline’s offer of a 11.5-percent pay in-
crease over three years still stands and has been
accepted by British Airways’ other unions, rep-
resenting 90 percent of the airline’s employees.
“Clearly any further industrial action will addi-
tionally impact IAG’s... 2019 operating profit,”
the airlines group added. In total, the disruption
will have caused the cancellation of 2,325 BA
flights, IAG said yesterday. “The net financial im-
pact of the industrial action is estimated to be
137 million euros,” it said. 

“In addition, there were further disruption
events affecting British Airways in the (third)
quarter, including threatened strikes by
Heathrow Airport employees, which had a fur-
ther net financial impact of 33 million euros.”
IAG said also that it was taking a hit of 45 million
euros from lower bookings, in particular for its
budget carriers Vueling and LEVEL. Shares in
IAG slid 2.6 percent to 467.70 pence in reaction
to the update, while London’s benchmark FTSE
100 index was up 1.2 percent overall approach-
ing midday. — AFP 

Continental
launches job cuts,
savings drive
FRANKFURT: German car parts giant Conti-
nental said Wednesday it would launch a massive
restructuring including job cuts and factory clo-
sures, aiming to save hundreds of millions of
euros annually in costs. In total, 20,000 out of
the group’s 244,000 jobs worldwide will be “af-
fected by changes” between now and 2029, al-
though not all of those will vanish.

Rather, some will be shifted between sites or
reassigned to new activities, Continental said in
a statement. “Continental is thus responding to
the decline in global automotive production and
the increase in customer demand for digital so-
lutions,” the Hanover-based company said. It
aims to slash costs by 500 million euros ($550
million) annually by 2023. Around 4,800 jobs
could go at seven sites around the world in the
coming years — three in Germany and two in

the United States, and one each in Italy and
Malaysia.

Included were 1,800 jobs at the company’s
Babenhausen plant alone. And factories in the
US states of Virginia and North Carolina em-
ploying a total of 1,400 people are set to close.
But such closures “do not mean the people there
will find themselves out of work,” a spokesman
told AFP. Continental also plans “a large number”
of new jobs in new industrial sectors linked to
battery-powered cars, IT and autonomous driv-
ing, which it will partly fill via an internal jobs
market that will retrain workers.

“Operational redundancies will be the very last
resort,” chief executive Elmar Degenhart said,
“but we cannot currently rule them out”. “We are
also responding proactively to the crisis in the au-
tomotive industry and, like 10 years ago, we will
emerge stronger,” he added. Germany’s massive
car industry — with 800,000 jobs and almost
five percent of national output — has suffered as
trade wars have intensified and the threat of a no-
deal Brexit has grown. Meanwhile far-reaching
transformations of the sector, including electrifi-
cation and automated driving, require enormous
investments in new technology. — AFP 



PARIS: Nobel prize-winning economist Joseph
Stiglitz said the global economy is entering a se-
vere slowdown, but told AFP in an interview he
did not see it hurtling towards crisis. “I would say
that I don’t see a crisis,” said the US economist
in Paris where he was promoting the French ver-
sion of his latest book: People, Power, and Prof-
its: Progressive Capitalism for an Age of
Discontent.

“What I see is a significant slowdown,” he
said. “In the process of this significant slowdown,
there will be bankruptcies.” He said that slow-
down deprived corporate managers of a cushion
to soften the consequences of their errors.
“When you are slowing down and you misman-
age, you go bankrupt.” This made people nerv-
ous, “but the particular situation for a global
crisis requires much more disruption than that”,
he said. 

Stiglitz said some developing countries like
Argentina might be swept into dire straits “but I
don’t think it is likely that Europe and America
will.” The 2001 winner of the Nobel Memorial
Prize in Economic Sciences said he was con-
cerned about rate cuts by US and eurozone cen-
tral banks and a revival of liquidity injections into
the economy. “I think the benefit that they get
out of this is very little,” he said. “They are

clearly losing ammunition in case the situation
gets worse.”

‘A problem called Trump’ 
Stiglitz said the three main economies —

China, the eurozone and the United States —
were all having problems. “China has been hav-
ing a hard time going from a manufactured ex-
port led growth to a more domestically driven
growth,” he said. Germany is under pressure to
stimulate its own economy as well as its euro-
zone partners, while the US “has a problem
called Trump”, said Stiglitz. 

“It’s not just a trade war. He has introduced a
new degree of political uncertainty, a new level
of chaos” that has reduced growth. “Those three
together mean slow economic growth,” said
Stiglitz. “The trade war just makes it all worse.”
In his book Stiglitz argues for a “progressive
capitalism” where the state would again wield
more power over the economy, including regu-
lating markets. He recommended the breakup of
internet giants.

“There was no reason that Facebook should
have been allowed to aquire Instagram and What-
sApp,” said Stiglitz. The economist welcomed the
French government’s move to tax the revenue of
Facebook, Apple, Amazon and Google who have

been declaring global profits in  targeted low-tax
jurisdictions. The French initiative had forced “a
global conversation about the taxation of the dig-
ital companies”, he said. “And it helps the people
realize that there is something fundamentally

wrong when the richest corporations in the world
are not paying taxes”. Stiglitz was chief economist
at the World Bank for three years after serving as
the head of US President Bill Clinton’s Council of
Economic Advisors. — AFP
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Top economist Joseph Stiglitz sees 
‘significant slowdown’, but no crisis

PARIS: (Left to right) US economist Joseph Stiglitz, Ugandan lawyer and politician Irene Ovonji-Odida,
French economist Thomas Piketty and Indian economist pose ahead of a press conference on the theme
“Taxes on multinational companies : a revolution for tomorrow ?”.  — AFP 

Merkel says don’t 
‘overstretch’ ECB 
FRANKFURT: German Chancellor Angela Merkel said yes-
terday that European Central Bank and its monetary policy
must not be “overstretched”, after a board member resigned
over new measures to support the eurozone economy. “Our po-
litical task is of course to not overstretch monetary policy, but
to make sure with reasonable reforms and a reasonable fiscal
policy that the ECB is not overburdened,” Merkel told a con-
ference in financial capital Frankfurt, home to the institution’s
towering headquarters.

“Monetary policy is a topic that stirs people up, that’s seen
differently in Portugal, Greece, Germany or the Netherlands,”
she added, less than 24 hours after German ECB board member
Sabine Lautenschlaeger announced her resignation. But Merkel
refrained from directly commenting on policymakers’ decision
to lower interest rates and re-launch mass “quantitative easing”
(QE) bond purchases earlier this month, widely criticized in
German media and politics.

Like other “hawks” on the governing council, who eye crit-
ically departing ECB president Mario Draghi’s easy-money
policy, Lautenschlaeger believed the situation was not dire
enough to justify restarting the bond-buying scheme. Sources
told AFP around 10 of the 25 members of the governing council
opposed the new 20-billion-euro ($22 billion) per month pur-
chase program.

QE was first launched in 2015 to ward off an imminent threat
of deflation — a harmful downward spiral of prices and activity.
While such a danger is presently far off, trade conflicts and
other threats are weighing on confidence, growth and inflation
in the single currency bloc. Nevertheless, critics say low rates
and QE take the pressure off highly-indebted governments to
reduce debt and deficits.

Many central bankers and economists have acknowledged
the fears around loose monetary policy, but say it is up to gov-
ernments and the EU to lift demand before they can turn the
screws. “There was unanimous consensus, unanimity... that fis-
cal policy should become the main instrument” to stoke de-
mand, Draghi told reporters after this month’s meeting. — AFP 

China buys ‘considerable’ 
amount of US soybeans
BEIJING: Beijing said yesterday it had bought a “considerable”
amount of US pork and soybeans, the latest sign of appeasement
between the two sides in the drawn-out trade war. The US and
China have been locked in a bruising trade war for more than a
year, with the world’s two biggest economies slapping tariffs on
hundreds of billions of dollars in bilateral trade.

China is also facing a severe shortage of pork — a staple food
in the country — because of an outbreak of African swine fever
which has raced through its hog supply and pushed prices up by
50 percent. “Recently Chinese enterprises have ... started price in-
quiry and purchases of US agricultural products, and have also
completed a transaction of soybeans and pork of considerable size
with the US,” said commerce ministry spokesman Gao Feng at a
regular press briefing.

Gao said “China’s market demand for high quality agricultural
products is very large” and that he hoped the two sides could
“create beneficial conditions for cooperation.” Earlier in Septem-
ber, China said high-profile US agricultural products including
pork and soybeans would be exempt from added tariffs, ahead of
the next round of trade talks scheduled for October. It marked eas-
ing tensions between the world’s two biggest economies.

Appeasement 
American farmers have borne the brunt of the US-China trade

spat, especially after US soy exports collapsed last year. President
Donald Trump has previously accused Beijing of backsliding on
promises to increase purchases of US farm goods and has offered
billions in aid to farms badly damaged in the trade war. China’s
conciliatory move to exempt pork and soybeans followed an un-
expected announcement from Trump that he would postpone an
October 15 tariff increase on Chinese products representing $250
billion in annual imports.

Tensions between the two have ebbed and flowed since then,
with Trump criticising Beijing in a speech at the United Nations
this week over its trade policy and approach to pro-democracy
unrest in Hong Kong. The US president declared in his speech that
the time of Beijing’s “abuses” of the system was “over.” — AFP 

Dutch launch 
laundering probe
into ABN Amro
THE HAGUE: Dutch prosecutors are targeting the coun-
try’s third-largest bank ABN Amro in a money-laundering
probe, the bank and prosecutors said yesterday, sending its
share price into a nosedive on the Amsterdam stock ex-
change. The stock fell by around 9.5 percent on the AEX
index shortly after opening following ABN Amro’s terse an-
nouncement that public prosecutors told the bank it was
“the subject of a probe under legislation against money
laundering and the financing of terrorism.”

“ABN Amro will cooperate fully with the probe,” it
added. Its share price further plunged by over 10 percent
by lunchtime trade. “ABN Amro allegedly has not carried
out client due diligence sufficiently, was insufficiently mon-
itoring bank accounts and did not report unusual transac-
tions, or reported them too late,” a spokeswoman for the
public prosecution service said. “Service providers such as
banks have a legal obligation to protect society against
abuse of the financial system for laundering criminal funds
or financing terrorism,”  Marieke van der Molen told AFP.

She could not give further details but said “it was a wide-
ranging investigation.” Last month the Dutch Central Bank
(DNB) ordered ABN Amro to audit all five million of its pri-
vate clients. ABN Amro released an additional 114 million
euros for this purpose, promising to “take all necessary
measures to ensure full compliance with the legislation”.

The latest investigation comes in the wake of a massive
775 million euros ($848 million) fine dished out to top Dutch
bank ING last year over money laundering after it failed to
ensure its accounts were not misused. The scandal saw ING
axe its chief financial officer Koos Timmermans after a two-
year probe by Dutch authorities that found many white-col-
lar crime suspects held accounts at the bank. — AFP 



BEIJING: The founder of embattled tech giant
Huawei said yesterday that the firm’s financing
from western banks was not “very smooth”, but
insisted the group would resume growth in 2022
despite biting US sanctions. Amid a broad trade
war with Beijing, Washington added the Chinese
tech giant to a commerce department “blacklist”
in May, imperiling the firm’s access to critical US
components and software. 

Speaking at a panel discussion organized by
the company at its headquarters in Shenzhen,
southern China, CEO and founder Ren Zhengfei
admitted the US sanctions had affected Huawei’s
financing. “In the past we used to get financing
from western banks, now the western bank fi-
nancing pipeline has slowly been not so smooth,”
Ren said. “So we’ve changed to trying domestic
banks,” he told the audience.

Huawei planned to raise up to 30 billion yuan
($4 billion) in its first domestic bond issues, Chi-
nese business news magazine Caixin reported
earlier this month. Ren said yesterday he was not
sure of the precise figure. The tech giant is the
world leader in high-speed 5G mobile commu-
nications equipment and a top smartphone pro-
ducer. The firm is ramping up production of its
5G base stations, Ren said.

“A large number of western companies have
already received our products that don’t have

US components in them,” Ren told academics
and reporters at the forum, saying he believed
customers had faith in Huawei as a supplier.
Ren said operations remained at full-throttle,
but added “there will be no huge increase” in
business next year. “By the end of next year
people will see and believe that Huawei truly
has survived,” he said. “In 2022 and after
everyone will see Huawei has resumed growth,
they’ve resolved the difficulties and started to
grow,” said Ren.

Huawei’s sales unexpectedly rose in the first
half of 2019, the company said in July. The once
media-shy tycoon has become more open as
Huawei fights for its future. The US has ex-
pressed fears that Huawei equipment could con-
tain security loopholes that allow China to spy
on global communications traffic. The company
has repeatedly denied the US accusations.  Ren
yesterday dangled the prospect of licensing all
of Huawei’s 5G intellectual property to a western
telecom firm — in effect creating a potentially
dangerous rival. 

He said he preferred to license to a single
American firm — in part because the US needed
the most help in developing 5G technologies.
Huawei would profit from licensing fees, he
added. Asked about the hit to Huawei’s business
this year, Ren said he reckoned Washington’s

sanctions would knock about $10 billion off rev-
enue. Last year the company crossed $100 bil-
lion in annual revenue for the first time.

The firm also faces a tough battle to maintain
smartphone market share outside China. Its new
models — like its recently-launched Mate 30 —

lack the Google Play Store, which provides ac-
cess to hundreds of thousands of third-party
apps and games as well as films, books and
music. Users will also be unable to download
popular apps such as Google Maps and
Youtube. — AFP 
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Huawei founder hints at problems 
with its access to western finance

Google deals blow to EU
copyright law in France
PARIS: Google said Wednesday it will not pay European media
outlets for displaying their articles, pictures and videos in search
results in France, a move that undercuts EU copyright law and
could set up a legal fight between the US tech giant and Brussels.
Google routinely shows extracts of news articles or small “thumb-
nail” images in its results and on Google News, without paying
the publishers.

The new EU rule, which France will be the first to implement
starting next month, would require internet companies to pay
for such content. But Google has baulked, saying it will not use
the content in search results unless publishers make it available
for free. If they refuse, only a headline and a bare link to the
content will appear in search results, Google said, almost cer-
tainly resulting in a loss of visibility and potential ad revenue
for the publisher.

“It’s up to the publishers to decide how they promote their con-
tent,” Richard Gingras, Google’s vice president in charge of news,
told journalists in Paris after meeting French Culture Minister
Franck Riester.  At Google, he added, “we don’t pay for links to be
included in search results” because “it would undermine the trust
of users.” The move was swiftly condemned by media groups,
which have seen advertising and subscription revenues collapse
as audiences switch to online news, often without paying.

“This was predictable,” said Joy de Looz-Corswarem of the
European Newspaper Publishers’ Association. “We could have
expected this sort of blackmail. We’re going to have to look at
all the legal aspects,” she said. Riester said Google’s stance
was “obviously not acceptable,” adding he would consult his
European counterparts on a response. The EU directive must
“ensure a fair share of the value produced by media content
for internet platforms,” he said in a statement. The European
Commission, the EU’s executive arm, said it was “at the dis-
posal to the French government to support the transposition
of the directive,” reiterating that member states have until June
7, 2021 to enforce it.  — AFP 

MUNICH: Attendants of the presentation discover Huawei’s latest smartphones after they were revealed
during a show by the Chinese tech giant Huawei. — AFP 

Amazon’s Alexa will
get into your head
SAN FRANCISCO: Amazon on Wednesday unveiled a
cornucopia of new gadgets as it extended the reach of
Alexa from automobiles and homes essentially into peo-
ple’s heads. Amazon digital aide Alexa vies with Google
Assistant software to be at the heart of smart homes where
lights, security systems, televisions and more are con-
trolled with spoken commands. While the Seattle-based
technology titan has worked with partners to get Alexa
built into some 85,000 devices, it also expanded the line-
up of hardware it creates itself.

Echo Frames 
Eyeglass frames with microphones built in to listen for

commands and speakers that channel audio directly into
the ears for just wearers to hear. The frames, which can be
used for prescription lenses, have no camera or display ca-
pabilities and synch with smartphones. Echo Frames are
available invitation-only, and priced at $180.

Echo Loop 
A ring worn on a finger that can be used to interact with

Alexa digital assistant using taps or swipes. The smart ring
is available by invitation only and priced at $130.

Echo Buds 
Wireless earbuds infused with Alexa digital assistant

smarts but which synch to smartphones, where they can
work with Google Assistant or Apple Siri software. Echo
Buds are priced at $130.

Echo Studio 
A smart speaker with five directional speakers and so-

phisticated software for premium sound quality and Alexa
digital assistant controls built in. Priced at $200. — AFP 

US House passes bill 
opening bank sector 
to cannabis sellers
WASHINGTON: The House of Representatives on Wednesday
passed a measure opening the banking sector to sellers of
cannabis, who have struggled to safeguard their earnings from the
United States’s booming marijuana industry. Forty seven of the 50
states allow varying degrees of marijuana usage and cultivation,
and the country’s cannabis industry generates billions of dollars
in revenues and employs some 200,000 people, according to
NORML, the main pro-legalization lobby.

But federal law considers marijuana a dangerous drug compa-
rable to LSD, cocaine and heroin, meaning companies struggle to
access the federally regulated banking system. That forces them
to do business in cash, leaving them vulnerable to robbery and
forcing many companies to hire armed guards and take other se-
curity measures.

The SAFE Banking Act, passed with 321 votes in favor and 103
against, “will improve transparency and accountability, and help
law enforcement root out illegal transactions to prevent tax eva-
sion, money laundering and other white collar crime,” said Dem-
ocratic Representative Ed Perlmutter, the bill’s sponsor. “This will
also reduce the risk of violent crime in our communities. These
businesses and their employees become targets for murder, rob-
bery, assault and more by dealing in all cash,” the lawmaker added.

Opponents of the bill have cited the risk that it will allow drug
cartels involved in the marijuana industry easier access to the
financial sector. Cartels “are a significant problem and canvas
legal states like California, Washington and Colorado,” said
Patrick McHenry, a Republican lawmaker. “The cartels have
found that it’s easier to grow and process marijuana in legal
states like Colorado and ship it throughout United States than it
is to bring it from Mexico or Cuba,” he said. The bill must be ap-
proved by the Senate then signed by President Donald Trump
before it can become law. — AFP 
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DETROIT: Luis Arraez and Eddie Rosario hit
two-run homers, and the Minnesota Twins
clinched their first American League Central
title in nine years shortly after earning a 5-1 vic-
tory over the host Detroit Tigers on Wednesday.
The win reduced the Twins’ magic number to
capture the division to one, and when the sec-
ond-place Cleveland Indians lost 8-3 to the
Chicago White Sox later in the evening, Min-
nesota sealed the AL Central crown. Arraez was
among a trio of Twins batters who had two hits.
Nelson Cruz scored and knocked in a run with
his two hits while Jorge Polanco went 2-for-5
with a run. Randy Dobnak (2-1) allowed one un-
earned run on just one hit and struck out six in
six innings while collecting the win. He didn’t
walk a batter.

BREWERS 9, REDS 2
Ryan Braun belted a grand slam to highlight

a six-run first inning as Milwaukee secured a
playoff berth for the second straight season by
clobbering host Cincinnati. Eric Thames and
Keston Hiura each launched solo homers, and
Jordan Lyles (12-8) allowed two runs over five
strong innings for the surging Brewers. Milwau-
kee has won six in a row and 17 of its past 19
contests. The Brewers, who are guaranteed at
least a wild-card spot, moved within 1 1/2
games of first-place St. Louis in the National
League Central and remained one game behind
Washington for the top NL wild card. Cincin-
nati’s Eugenio Suarez set a record for most
homers by an NL third baseman by crushing his
49th of the season in the first inning.

A’S 3, ANGELS 2
Matt Chapman’s two-run homer in the ninth

inning rescued Oakland from a potential dev-
astating loss and instead lifted the A’s to a win
over Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif. Trailing 2-
1 going into the ninth, the A’s got a leadoff sin-
gle from Marcus Semien, who was sacrificed
to second by Ramon Laureano. Chapman then
hit the first pitch he saw from Hansel Robles
(5-1) over the fence in center field to help Oak-
land avoid a third consecutive loss. A defeat
also would have dropped the A’s behind Tampa
Bay for the top American League wild-card
spot, but instead Oakland maintained a half-
game lead over the Rays. Cleveland is two
games behind Oakland and 1 1/2 games behind
Tampa Bay.

WHITE SOX 8, INDIANS 3
Tim Anderson went 4-for-5 to remain atop

the American League batting race and help host
Chicago White Sox beat Cleveland and elimi-
nate the Indians from the American League
Central race. Anderson notched his sixth four-
hit game of the season, extending his hitting
streak to 12 games with singles in the first, third,
fourth and sixth innings. He is batting .339, with
Yankees infielder DJ LeMahieu his nearest pur-
suer at .328. Welington Castillo broke open
what had been a tight contest with a three-run
home run in the seventh that put Chicago on top
by the final margin. The Indians loaded the
bases with two outs in the ninth, but Alex
Colome entered and struck out Francisco Lin-
dor to end the game and record his 30th save.

NATIONALS 5, PHILLIES 2
Wilmer Difo singled home the go-ahead run

in the seventh inning and host Washington
topped Philadelphia for its fourth straight win.
One day after the Nationals clinched a playoff

spot, manager Dave Martinez rested shortstop
Trea Turner and third baseman Anthony Rendon.
Washington starter Anibal Sanchez (11-8) al-
lowed two runs on six hits in seven innings. He
struck out seven without a walk. Sean Doolittle
pitched a scoreless ninth inning with three strike-
outs for his 29th save and first since Aug. 16.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, CARDINALS 7
Wilmer Flores had three hits, including a

two-run homer and a two-run double, and Ari-
zona stalled St. Louis’ run for the National
League Central title with a victory in Phoenix.
Flores’ two-run homer capped a seven-run
sixth inning that gave Arizona a 9-5 lead. Nick
Ahmed and Adam Jones also had run-scoring
hits in the rally, during which the Cardinals com-
mitted two infield errors, threw two wild pitches
and issued two walks while using three relievers.
Rookie Randy Arozarena had two hits, including
his first major league homer, and stole home,
and Jose Martinez had three hits and two RBIs
for the Cardinals.

METS 10, MARLINS 3
Jacob deGrom continued his Cy Young

Award push, allowing just two hits in seven
scoreless innings, but host New York was elim-
inated from playoff contention despite trounc-
ing Miami. DeGrom (11-8), who won the NL Cy
Young Award last year, concluded an impressive
final kick by walking one and striking out seven.
He allowed one run over his final 28 innings to
lower his ERA to 2.43, just behind the Los An-
geles Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu (2.41) to lead the
majors. DeGrom leads the NL in strikeouts
(255). Rookie Pete Alonso hit his 51st homer, a
three-run shot in the second inning. He is one
homer shy of tying the all-time rookie record,
set two years ago by the New York Yankees’
Aaron Judge.

ASTROS 3, MARINERS 0
Zack Greinke didn’t allow a hit until the ninth

inning as Houston defeated host Seattle for its
104th victory, breaking the franchise record for
a season, set last year. Austin Nola broke up
Greinke’s bid for his first career no-hitter with
one out in the ninth, lining a 3-2 pitch for a single
into left-center field. Tim Lopes then lined a sin-
gle to right, ending Greinke’s night. The 35-year-
old right-hander went 8 1/3 scoreless innings,
striking out nine and walking one. Will Harris got
the final two outs for his third save of the season
as the Astros moved 2 1/2 games ahead of the
New York Yankees in the race for the best
record in the American League and home-field
advantage throughout the AL playoffs.

BRAVES 10, ROYALS 2
Josh Donaldson had his first career three-

double game and drove in four runs as Atlanta
scored 10 straight runs to win at Kansas City.
Dansby Swanson added a career-high four hits
and two RBIs for the National League East
champion Braves. Atlanta spotted the Royals a
2-0 lead through four innings before scoring 10
straight runs. Three Braves pitchers struck out
eight straight Royals batters in the fourth
through sixth innings. Luke Jackson (9-2)
picked up the win in relief, striking out all four
batters he faced.

RAYS 4, YANKEES 0
Charlie Morton made his final regular-sea-

son start a strong one, taking a no-hitter into
the sixth inning as Tampa Bay boosted its wild-

card hopes by shutting out New York in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla. In their regular-season home fi-
nale at Tropicana Field, the Rays scored two
runs in the first inning and let Morton, a two-
time All-Star, take care of business against the
Yankees, who lead the majors in runs. Morton
(16-6) fired six innings of one-hit ball, striking
out nine, walking three and lowering his ERA to
3.05. Joey Wendle and Avisail Garcia homered
for the Rays.

PIRATES 4, CUBS 2
Pittsburgh carved out two runs in the eighth

inning without a hit to break a tie and ultimately
beat visiting Chicago. The Cubs, who have lost
eight in a row, would have been officially elimi-
nated from postseason play with the loss, but
that actually happened a little earlier in the
evening when Milwaukee clinched by beating
Cincinnati — just about the same time the Pi-
rates were scoring in the eighth. With the game
knotted at 2, Jose Osuna drew a one-out walk.
Brad Wieck (1-2) was pulled for David Phelps,
who walked Pablo Reyes. With Erik Gonzalez at
the plate, Phelps threw back-to-back wild
pitches, first advancing the runners and then al-
lowing Osuna to score. Gonzalez’s sacrifice fly
to left brought in Reyes to make it 4-2.

DODGERS 6, PADRES 4
Pinch hitter Edwin Rios led off the seventh

inning with the longest home run by a Dodger
this season — as well as the second-longest
homer ever at Petco Park — to snap a tie and
lead visiting Los Angeles over San Diego. Ear-
lier, Joc Pederson hit two homers for the
Dodgers — the first opening the game and the
second to snap a 3-3 tie. Both blasts came off
Padres starter Dinelson Lamet, who allowed
four runs on six hits with 10 strikeouts in five in-
nings. Dylan Floro (5-3), the fifth of eight pitch-
ers deployed by the Dodgers, got the win after
striking out the only batter he faced. Kenley
Jansen tossed a scoreless ninth and picked up
his 32nd save and second in as many nights.

RED SOX 10, RANGERS 3
Mitch Moreland crushed a two-run home

run among four hits as Boston overcame an
early deficit to rout Texas at Arlington, Texas.
Christian Vazquez also hit a two-run homer,
and Rafael Devers added a solo shot as the
Red Sox reached a franchise record with 241
homers on the season. Boston will seek a
sweep in the three-game series Thursday after
scoring 22 runs through the first two contests.
Moreland’s four-hit game tied his career high,
set in August 2015 while he was a member of
the Rangers. Rougned Odor drove in two runs
for Texas, which lost for the ninth time in its
last 10 games.

GIANTS 2, ROCKIES 1
Jaylin Davis bombed his first major league

home run, a solo shot to center field with one
out in the bottom of the ninth inning, giving host
San Francisco a walk-off win over Colorado.
The Giants squared manager Bruce Bochy’s ca-
reer record as their skipper at 1,051-1,051 with
just four games remaining before his announced
retirement Sunday. Davis, who entered the
game 3-for-29 in his rookie season, capped a 2-
for-4 performance with his blast off Rockies re-
liever DJ Johnson (0-2). Will Smith (6-0),
brought into a tie game in the top of the ninth,
was credited with the win after striking out all
three batters he faced.

BLUE JAYS 3, ORIOLES 2
Rowdy Tellez hit two solo home runs, Billy

McKinney added a solo shot and Jacob
Waguespack pitched six scoreless innings as
host Toronto defeated Baltimore. By winning
the rubber match of the three-game series, the
Blue Jays took the season series from the Ori-
oles 11-8. The Orioles, however, had a 5-4 ad-
vantage in games played in Toronto.
Waguespack (5-5) allowed four hits and two
walks while striking out five. Ken Giles struck
out the side in the ninth inning to earn his 22nd
save of the season. — Reuters

Twins win, clinch AL Central

DETROIT:  Nelson Cruz #23 of the Minnesota Twins hits a RBI single in the eighth inning in front of Grayson
Greiner #17 of the Detroit Tigers at Comerica Park in Detroit, Michigan. — AFP
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KUALA LUMPUR: Swimmers wearing snorkels
and gripping short, curved sticks dive to the bot-
tom of a pool in Malaysia and charge at a puck
as they compete in an energetic game of under-
water hockey.

Invented in the 1950s in Britain — where it is
known as “Octopush” — to help divers keep fit
during the winter months, the game has gained
a small but dedicated following from Europe to
Asia. This year the unusual discipline is set to
debut at the Southeast Asian Games, the region’s
biennial mini-Olympics that attracts thousands
of athletes.

At the national aquatics centre in the
Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur, male and fe-
male players donned snorkels, flippers, caps and
gloves ahead of a tough practice session.  Un-
derwater hockey is not for the faint-hearted —
players shoot around at high speed, swimming
over one another and jostling as they try to hit
the heavy puck, and smash it fast through the
water.  They occasionally bob up to the surface
for a breath of air before diving back down
again. “You need to be able to swim, and you
need to be able to hold your breath,” said Ish-
mael Ho, who will captain the Malaysian men’s
team at the SEA Games — held in the Philip-
pines in November and December.

“Verbal communication is almost impossible,”
he told AFP.  A match usually consists of two
teams of six playing in a space measuring 15 by
25 metres (50 by 80 feet) at a depth of two me-
tres, with each half lasting anywhere from 10 to
20 minutes, depending on the tournament rules.

It starts off with teams charging from oppo-
site ends of the playing area for the puck and
then fighting it out below the surface as they try
to push it into the opposing side’s goal. The
goals are usually two long trays at each end of
the playing area.

STRANGE SPORTS 
Ho took up the sport as a university student

in Wales eight years ago and helped to pioneer
it in Malaysia in 2016, playing with a handful of
enthusiasts at a public pool outside of Kuala
Lumpur. About 50 people in Malaysia now play
the game, with the most dedicated doing four
training sessions a week for two hours at a time.

Malaysia will send 24 players to compete in
male and female categories of the sport at the
SEA Games. Four gold medals are up for grabs
and other teams competing are the Philippines,
Singapore, Indonesia and Myanmar. 

The Philippines, where underwater hockey
has been played for decades, is seen as one of
the best sides while Singapore and Indonesia are
also regarded as strong contenders. 

Relative newcomers Malaysia, who are fund-
ing their trip to the Philippines out of their own
pockets, are underdogs but hope to at least win
bronze. “The team is working hard to get at least
a podium finish,” Ho said. “For the bronze, we will
give our competitors a good fight.” Indonesia
coach Reza Anggara meanwhile said he was “op-
timistic” about his sides’ prospects, with the men
targeting gold and its women aiming for silver.

“The team has been working hard training

and they’re ready to go,” he told AFP after a re-
cent practice session. SEA Games host countries
are allowed to drop or add sports at the tourna-
ment. While regular sports such as athletics and
gymnastics always feature, a crop of strange
new disciplines usually appear at each edition,

drawing criticism that hosts are seeking to tilt
the tournament in their favour. Other new sports
at this year’s Games include eSports, Sambo, a
martial art developed in the former Soviet Union,
and an ancient form of wrestling from Central
Asia called Kurash. — AFP

Underwater hockey to make waves 
at Southeast Asia mini-Olympics

WASHINGTON: Jack Hatton, consid-
ered one of the top United States judo
prospects for next year’s Tokyo
Olympics, has died unexpectedly at age
24, USA Judo announced Wednesday.
Hatton achieved his top result in the
world judo Grand Prix circuit in April
2018 with a silver medal finish in the
half-middleweight (81kg) class at An-
talya, Turkey.

“It is with extremely heavy hearts
that USA Judo announces the unex-
pected passing of USA Judo national
team member, Jack Hatton,” the US na-
tional governing body said in a statement
which did not give a cause of death. “We
extend our sincere condolences to the
Hatton Family and Jack’s teammates,
coaches and friends. Jack was one of
America’s top judo players and was a
multi-time medalist for USA Judo in var-
ious competitions across the globe. “Jack
made an indelible mark on all who had
the pleasure of knowing him, and he will
not be forgotten. We grieve with the en-
tire USA Judo and international judo
community during this tough time.”

Hatton reached the second round in
each of the past three Judo World
Championships, the most recent last
month in Tokyo in his final competition,
and lost in a bronze medal match at last

month’s Pan American Games in Lima,
Peru.

“I’m deeply moved by the sudden
death of @USAJudo international Jack
Hatton,” tweeted International Judo
Federation president Marius Vizer. “On
behalf of @Judo I send my sincere con-
dolences and wishes to USA Judo and
Jack’s family and friends.”

Hatton trained under Jimmy Pedro, a
seventh degree black belt who won the
73kg world title in 1999 and bronze
medals at the 1996 and 2004 Olympics.
Pedro’s Judo Center in Wakefield, Mas-
sachusetts, posted a tribute on Face-
book.

“It is with our deepest sorrow that
we inform you of the untimely passing
of one of our students, teammates,
brothers, and friends, Jack Hatton. “Jack
has been a member of Pedro’s Judo
Center since 2015 and pursuing his
dream of becoming a member of the
2020 Olympic Team.

“Along with being a top US Judo ath-
lete, Jack was kind-hearted, caring and
an all-around great person. He was a
true role model for students at our dojo
and judoka all over the country. “He will
be deeply missed... by all of us at Pedro’s
Judo Center and the rest of the judo
world.” — AFP

Hamilton wary 
of Mercedes’ 
vulnerability 
in title run-in
SOCHI: Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes will venture
into this weekend’s Russian Grand Prix with a rare
sense of vulnerability after suffering three successive
defeats by Ferrari ahead of a race they have dominated
for five years.

Defending five-time champion Hamilton should
have every reason to feel confident - he has won three
times at the former Olympic Park venue, including last
year, and Mercedes have won every contest since
2014. But after seeing Charles Leclerc triumph in Bel-
gium and Italy and Sebastian Vettel win in last Sun-
day’s Singapore Grand Prix, he knows Ferrari have the
car performance and the power to end the Silver Ar-
rows’ supremacy by the Black Sea.

And, more than that, he also knows that his own
team-mate Valtteri Bottas has a sense of unfinished
business to attend to at one of his favourite circuits
where, irked by finishing second last weekend, Leclerc
has extra motivation to succeed.

For Hamilton, what was once seen as a comfortable
run-in to his sixth drivers’ title now looks to be a per-
ilous prospect. “These next races are going to be
tough,” admitted Hamilton. “If anyone feels relaxed
they need talking to because we should all be feeling
the pain in our team. I think I am a realist so I see the

situation we are in - and Ferrari have come up with
some sort of upgrade that’s given them a massive
boost and something like 20 or 30 points.

“Clearly, their car works everywhere now so it’s
going to be very hard to beat them, particularly as
they are so fast on the straights. At the moment, they
are delivering better than us so we have to get back
together, work hard and move forwards.”

Hamilton may lead the title race by 65 points ahead
of Bottas, but he has not had two successive wins since
the French Grand Prix in June and knows the Finn, in
Sochi, will be a tough rival if the team allow him. 

“I’ve got unfinished business in Sochi,” said Bottas.
“It has normally been a good track for me and I need
to make sure it will be again.” Last year, Bottas was
heading to victory until Mercedes asked him to let
Hamilton through to win, a decision that irked him, just
as Ferrari’s use of the under-cut for Vettel did the same
to Leclerc in Singapore.

The Monegasque was initially furious, but calmed
down after the race to adopt a more diplomatic tone
ahead of Sochi.

“I think we were surprised by how powerful the
under-cut was,” he said. “It was very frustrating for me
in the car, but out of the car I understand the situation
a lot more and I’m happy for the team, and for Seb. He
deserved it.

“Now I move forward. Sometimes it goes that way.
It’s life. I will bounce back stronger and arriving in
Russia after three wins with the team, three positive
weekends, feels great.”

Much will depend on how Ferrari’s updated car,
with a heavily-revised front end, behaves at the de-
manding Sochi circuit, with several inviting straights,
where Vettel has been the only non-Mercedes driver
to claim pole in 2017. — AFP

US judoka Hatton, dead at age 24

JAKARTA: This picture taken on August 25, 2019 shows members of Indonesia’s women’s under-
water hockey team during a training session at the Senayan Aquatic Centre in Jakarta ahead of
the Southeast Asian (SEA) Games in the Philippines later this year. — AFP
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PARIS: Australian tennis star Nick Kyrgios re-
ceived a suspended 16-week ban from the ATP
yesterday and was placed on probation for six
months for “aggravated behaviour” following a
number of on-court outbursts over the past year.

The suspension is deferred pending Kyrgios’
compliance with several strict conditions man-
dated by the ATP, which include seeking addi-
tional support from a specialist in behavioural
management during the off-season.

“The suspension will be lifted at the end of
the six-month probationary period provided
that the above conditions are met,” the ATP said
in a statement. It added the same applied to a
$25,000 fine. Tour organisers opened an inves-
tigation into Kyrgios following an explosive
meltdown at last month’s Cincinnati Masters
which saw him smash two racquets, launch an
abusive tirade at the chair umpire before ap-
pearing to spit at the official during a second-
round match.

He was fined $113,000 for ball abuse, leaving
the court without permission, an audible ob-
scenity and unsportsmanlike conduct during his
loss to Russia’s Karen Khachanov. But the ATP
decided to extend the inquiry into the volatile
Kyrgios, who was also disqualified and fined for
throwing a chair on to court during the Rome
Masters in May.

“The investigation... has concluded that Kyr-
gios has been found to have committed aggra-
vated behaviour under the Player Major Offense

provision in the ATP Code,” the governing body
said yesterday. “The investigation found a pat-
tern of behaviour related to Kyrgios’s verbal
abuse of officials and/or spectators in the past
12 months that constitutes a violation” of the
ATP rule book, it added. Kyrgios, 24, has five
days to appeal the decision.

‘PRETTY CORRUPT’ 
However, he avoided further punishment for

calling the ATP “pretty corrupt” during the US
Open. “Following a clarification issued by the
player the following day, it was determined that
the incident did not constitute a Player Major
Offense, and no additional penalties were ap-
plied,” the ATP said.

Tennis great Rod Laver this month called for
Kyrgios to be suspended over bad behaviour,
saying his fellow Australian appeared not to be
learning from his mistakes. Laver, an 11-time
Grand Slam champion who is considered one of
the sport’s greatest players, said time away from
tennis could be the answer.

“Whatever they have done hasn’t worked so
far, so maybe a suspension is the only answer,”
he told The Sydney Morning Herald. “I’m not
sure he’s learned anything from any of the things
that have gone on.” Kyrgios served a three-week
ban in 2016 after being accused of not trying at
the Shanghai Masters. His initial eight-week sus-
pension was reduced after he agreed to see a
sports psychologist. He lost in the first round of

the Zhuhai Championships on Wednesday, after
which he said that he could sit out the rest of the
season because of a collarbone injury. Kyrgios
has already pulled out of next week’s China
Open and will head home to Australia to recover.

“Unfortunately a collarbone injury I sustained
at Laver Cup has escalated and has forced me to
pull out of the Asian swing,” Kyrgios wrote on
Twitter. “I’ll be heading back to Australia to rest
and recover. See you all soon,” he added. — AFP

ATP hands Kyrgios suspended 
16-week ban for poor behaviour

Australia’s
Finch eyeing
Test comeback
SYDNEY: Australia’s one-day skipper
Aaron Finch is keen to play Test
cricket again after watching the top
order fail to fire during the recent
Ashes series.

The 32-year-old was dumped after
scoring just 97 runs in three Tests as
an opener against India last summer,
later declaring his chances of padding
up again had “probably slipped away”.

But he is reinvigorated and eyeing
another chance after David Warner,
Marcus Harris and Cameron Bancroft
all misfired against England.

Finch said plans to score as many
runs as possible in the upcoming do-
mestic Sheffield Shield season to catch
the attention of selectors ahead of the
home Test series against Pakistan and
New Zealand, starting in November.

“For me personally, it’s about prob-
ably having one really good crack at
trying to get back to the Test team
again,” he told SEN sports radio on
Wednesday. “Obviously (I’ll) just try
and get some runs, get some big runs
there. That’s my plan.

“If it doesn’t happen, it doesn’t hap-
pen. I’m comfortable with that.”

Finch, an aggressive short-format
specialist who has played just five
Tests, is taking inspiration from
Matthew Wade, who forced his way
back into the Test team by hammering
more than 1,000 Shield runs last sea-
son. “I think it’s a credit to himself, but
also the hard work he’s done on his
technique and the coaches down at
Tassie (Tasmania) have done a fantas-
tic job,” he said of Wade, who hit two
Ashes hundreds.

Finch’s state side Victoria have four
Shield games for him to shine ahead of
the opening Test against Pakistan on
November 21 in Brisbane. — AFP

ZHUHAI: Nick Kyrgios of Australia hits a return against Andreas Seppi of Italy during their
men’s singles first round match at the Zhuhai Championships tennis tournament in Zhuhai
in China’s southern Guangdong province. — AFP

Karachi gears up 
for first one-day 
international 
in 10 years
KARACHI: Karachi hosts a one-day international for
the first time in 10 years when Pakistan take on a de-
pleted Sri Lanka on Friday, furthering the country’s re-
vival in international cricket. “History will be made on
Friday when Karachi will host the first ODI,” said Pak-
istan captain Sarfaraz Ahmed.

“We must thank the Sri Lankan team for touring
us.” Teams have been reluctant to visit the cricket-
mad country since a militant attack on the Sri Lankan
team bus in Lahore in 2009. Although no players
were killed in the attack, several were injured and
eight people died.

The attack forced Pakistan to play all their “home”
Tests and most of its short-form games in the United
Arab Emirates with Zimbabwe becoming the first team
to return to Pakistan in 2015.

That tour was followed by a Twenty20 series by a
World XI in 2017, a one-off T20 match against Sri
Lanka that same year, and the West Indies for a
Twenty20 series in Karachi in 2018. The current tour —
comprising of three one-day internationals and as many
Twenty20s — was tainted by the withdrawal of 10 Sri
Lankan players who cited security fears.

Sri Lanka then stalled the tour after receiving infor-
mation of a possible militant attack on the team, before
the all clear was finally given last week. Pakistan have
put in place stringent security measures normally re-

served for heads of state. All the arrangements are
being led by the country’s military, with around
2,000 security personnel on alert at the team’s hotel
and at the ground. Sri Lankan skipper Lahiru Thiri-
manne — captaining the side after regular skipper
Dimuth Karunaratne pulled out — is confident
cricket will be in focus.

“SLC (Sri Lanka Cricket) has presented us the se-
curity plan which we are getting in Pakistan so I am
pretty happy with that and I explained to my family as
well, so they don’t have a concern,” said Thirimanne
earlier this week.

The captain said the decision by some of his team-
mates to pull out of the tour was a “personal matter”.
“We still have a good team,” he said. “I believe if we
play to our potential we can do very well.”

Sarfaraz and fast bowler Wahab Riaz are the only
Pakistani players who have played a one-day interna-
tional in Karachi before — back in 2008. “I can’t wait
for Friday,” said Sarfaraz, who took over as ODI captain
in 2017. The remaining ODIs will also be in Karachi on
Sunday and Wednesday. The two teams will also play
three Twenty20 internationals — all in Lahore — on
October 5, 7 and 9. 

Teams:
Pakistan: Sarfaraz Ahmed (captain), Babar Azam

(vice-captain), Abid Ali, Asif Ali, Fakhar Zaman, Haris
Sohail, Mohammad Hasnain, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad
Wasim, Mohammad Amir, Mohammad Nawaz, Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Shadab Khan, Usman Shinwari,
Wahab Riaz.

Sri Lanka: Lahiru Thirimanne (captain), Danushka
Gunathilaka, Sadeera Samarawickrama, Avishka Fer-
nando, Oshada Fernando, Shehan Jayasuriya, Dasun
Shanaka, Minod Bhanuka, Angelo Perera, Wanindu
Hasaranga, Lakshan Sandakan, Nuwan Pradeep, Isuru
Udana, Kasun Rajitha, Lahiru Kumara. — AFP

Aaron Finch
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DOHA: Sprinter Dina Asher-Smith will lead a
trio of women with high hopes at the World Ath-
letics Championships in Doha of heralding a new
golden era for British track and field. Asher-
Smith — who will compete in the individual 100
metres and 200m as well as the 4x100m relay
— along with Laura Muir in the 1500m and hep-
tathlete Katarina Johnson-Thompson carry
more than just pressure to win medals.

British Athletics chiefs hope the talented trio
can give a boost to the sport whose public pro-
file has waned with the retirements of 2012
Olympic gold medalists Ennis-Hill and Greg
Rutherford while Farah is focusing on the
marathon and will not compete at these cham-
pionships. Asher-Smith — who obtained a his-
tory degree while establishing herself on the
track — was present back on ‘Super Saturday’
at the 2012 Olympics in London when Ennis-Hill
in the heptathlon, Rutherford in the long jump
and Farah in the 10,000 metres all won gold.

That night she was tasked with carrying the

kit for the competing athletes at the Olympic
Stadium and their success — and especially
Ennis-Hill’s — provided the drive to succeed
herself. “I remember watching Jess Ennis-Hill
win her final race and thinking how incredible it
was that millions of people who did not even
know her could become so proud of her in that
one moment,” Asher-Smith told The Stylist mag-
azine in 2016. “I was like, ‘I want to do that.’”
Seven years later and Asher-Smith could be on
the brink of just that in a global championships
after becoming the undisputed queen of Euro-
pean sprinting last year with three gold medals.

The competition in Doha is of a different cal-
ibre, not least in the shape of Jamaican icon
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and her compatriot, the
double Olympic sprint champion from the 2016
Rio Games, Elaine Thompson.

However, Asher-Smith has more than held her
own this season and gave Fraser-Pryce a good run
for her money in the Anniversary Games in Lon-
don. “We’ve planned it so we work backwards

from the World Championships,” said Asher-
Smith. “I’ll just keep training and working harder
to make sure I’m in the best shape I can be.” 

‘PLAY MIND GAMES’ 
Thompson-Johnson too has memories of

London 2012 having competed with Ennis-Hill
in the heptathlon where she finished 13th. The
26-year-old Commonwealth Games champion’s
duel with the formidable figure of Belgium’s
Olympic, world and European champion Nafis-
satou Thiam should be one of the most memo-
rable contests. The Briton will be encouraged by
how close she ran Thiam in the seven-event dis-
cipline at last year’s European Championships.
Her answer in how to finally beat the Belgian is
not in the head but in the physical performance.

“Mind games is not my thing, I wouldn’t know
how to get into other people’s heads,” she told the
Daily Mirror. “Also that’s happened to me before
in the past and it’s not a good way to try and win.
“For me you’ve got to try and win with big per-
formances. I would rather focus on myself and try
and make me the best I can be rather than play
mind games.” Muir comes to Doha as the 1500m
European champion — the first Briton ever to
hold that crown — and having won the Diamond
League title twice, in 2016 and 2018. — AFP

Asher-Smith leads three British muses 
in bid for world athletics glory

BERLIN: In this file photo taken on August 11,
2018 Great Britain’s Dina Asher-Smith poses
after the women’s 200m final race during the Eu-
ropean Athletics Championships at the Olympic
stadium in Berlin. — AFP

Risks, benefits for 
boycott-hit Qatar at 
flagship athletics
DOHA: Qatar fires the starting gun for the
World Athletics Championships today with an
opportunity to showcase both its preparations
for the 2022 football World Cup and how it is
coping with a boycott by its neighbours, ex-
perts say. 

But Doha also risks being “judged harshly”
for missteps during the athletics showcase which
could be held up by detractors as proof of its
shortcomings. Since 2017 Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and their allies have en-
forced an economic boycott of Qatar, accusing
it of supporting Iran and Islamist movements —
charges it denies. They cut direct air, land and
shipping routes, closed airspace to Qatari air-
craft and restricted citizens from visiting. 

Nonetheless Saudi will send three athletes,
Egypt five, the UAE one, and Bahrain 21 to the
event being held for the first time in the Middle
East. Tobias Borck, an analyst at the Royal
United Services Institute, said the Champi-
onships would give Qatar an opportunity to
transcend the blockade, but might also high-
light its isolation. “It’ll show Qatar’s good rela-
tions with the world, and its difficult relations
in the region and especially with its neigh-
bours,” he said. “Ticket sales seem to have been
slow... but I’m not sure it’s directly related to
the Gulf crisis.”

A western diplomat based in Doha de-
scribed the Championships as “an opportunity
for them to show the world they are not at all
isolated”. “Rather, (they’re) quite eager and ca-
pable of playing host to the world. It will be a
test of their preparedness for the World Cup,”
she said. But the source warned Qatar would
be “judged harshly for any missteps”. “So the
pressure is on them to deliver this event in an
efficient way for athletes and coaches — and
an entertaining and hassle-free way for spec-

tators,” she said. “They will be closely
watched!” Britain’s Guardian newspaper re-
ported this week that free tickets would be dis-
tributed to labourers and children, bolstering
crowds and offsetting the absence of regional
spectators — claims the local organisers have
denied.

‘OPEN FOR ALL’ 
International Association of Athletics Fed-

erations chief Sebastian Coe said last year he
“fully expected a full contingent of federations”
to attend. However, he did not comment on
whether fans from boycotting countries would
be in the stands.

“It’s very important that international sport
consistently and continually makes the point
that we have primacy over politics,” he said.
But past events have highlighted the tensions
and rivalries that plague the region. 

The football Gulf Cup, meant to be hosted
by Qatar beginning in December 2017, saw
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain withdraw,
before rejoining after it was switched to
Kuwait. Analyst James Dorsey said the biggest
fallout may be for fans based in boycotting
countries, particularly Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, who would face barriers
to travelling to the marquee event.

“Should the boycott be maintained until the
2022 World Cup, it’s going to be a serious
problem for those countries,” said Dorsey, a re-
searcher at the S. Rajaratnam School of Inter-
national Studies and the Middle East Institute
in Singapore. The boycotting countries’ deci-
sion to send a handful of competitors “ab-
solutely does not” represent a thawing of the
diplomatic freeze, he told AFP. “Any country
that boycotts an international tournament for
which its athletes have qualified risks being
suspended,” he said. He pointed to the Asian
Cup in the UAE earlier this year when Qatar
was permitted to play. But because of the ban
on Qataris entering, the away side played with
minimal support. The team nevertheless won
the tournament. Chief organiser and IAAF
vice-president Dahlan al-Hamad told AFP that
Qatar’s “arms are open for all”. — AFP

No sweat for 
chilled athletes 
at Qatar worlds
DOHA: Athletes competing at the World Ath-
letics Championships which kick off in Doha
today will warm up on a field where daytime
temperatures reach 38 degrees Celsius and
humidity hovers around 50 percent. But they
will then make their way 150 m through a
unique cooling tunnel into the air-conditioned
Khalifa stadium where the climate is main-
tained at a pleasant 23-25 degrees.

The sophisticated system is being held up
by Qatari authorities as proof they will be able
to keep 2022 football World Cup venues at
comfortable temperatures, despite concerns
over the impact of the Gulf climate. A comput-
erized system will prepare athletes’ bodies for
the differential by lowering the temperature in
stages as they proceed through the brightly lit
underground walkway into the 46,000-ca-
pacity venue.

“They will have a thermal journey,” said
Sebastien Racinais, head of athlete health and
performance research at Aspetar, the Gulf’s
first specialized sports medicine hospital. “But
the temperature will not be freezing in the sta-
dium - it is actually not good to have too cold
a temperature in the stadium. Heat is good for
the sprinters, but it’s an additional stress for
the endurance athletes.”

Racinais said that athletes would be readily
able to adapt to the extremes of heat and hu-
midity of Qatar’s Arabian desert climate if
given time to acclimatize. “The human species
is probably the animal species with the best
heat adaptation capacity,” he said in his office
overlooking the World Championship warm-
up field. “After a few days of training in the
heat, the athletes will undergo some heat
adaptations.”  One of them is an increase in

plasma which will expand blood volume so it
can be sent both to the muscles and to the skin
- for cooling purposes. Repeated exposure to
the local climate would also allow athletes to
increase their sweat rate “improving the effi-
ciency of the cooling at the skin-level”, he
added. Khalifa, the principal venue for the
Championships, opened in 1976 and was en-
tirely overhauled ahead of a relaunch in 2017.
Its elaborate cooling system has been de-
ployed during other high-profile athletics
meetings including Diamond League events. “It
is not strange that the world championships are
held in summer or heat - but be assured that
we care for the safety of players and crowds,”
Qatar’s chief organizer for the Worlds, Dahlan
Al-Hamad, told AFP. Organizers are under-
stood to have disabled low-level vents in the
stadium to eliminate any chance that air cur-
rents could affect events like the javelin.

HEAT IS THE NEW ALTITUDE 
As well as adopting heat-combatting

measures at the stadium, Doha organizers
have dramatically altered the timing of the
road races - staging them in the nighttime and
shifting the marathon to midnight for the first
time. “Before 2008 in Beijing (Olympics),
everyone was saying it would be impossible
to run a fast marathon because of heat - but
at the end Samuel Wanjiru established a new
Olympic record of two hours six minutes,”
said Racinais. “We can expect it to be a bit
slower - but not dramatically.”

While much attention has been paid to the
issue of heat at the 2022 football World Cup,
the conditions of Doha 2019 will be far more
similar to those expected at the 2020 Summer
Olympics in Japan. Aspetar has been collabo-
rating with the International Olympic Commit-
tee ahead of the Tokyo Games, expected to be
the hottest in history, on how best to manage
heat and educate athletes. Some athletes will
even ingest pill-sized thermometers to moni-
tor the effects of Doha’s heat, with the data
expected to be used to prepare for Tokyo, ac-
cording to the IAAF. — AFP
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FUKUOKA: Italy ran amok against Canada
to bag their second bonus-point win in as
many games with a 48-7 Rugby World Cup
victory yesterday and vowed to celebrate
with an “old-school night”.  It was not a per-
fect performance as Italy slipped at times
from flair and finesse to sloppy, but they did
enough to dominate seven tries to one in
what was their biggest margin of victory at
the World Cup.

With Italy seeking a first World Cup
quarter-final berth, their maximum points
from two matches sent a message to heavy-
weights South Africa not to underestimate
them. The Springboks, who lost their opener
against New Zealand, paid a high price when
they were guilty of taking Japan lightly at
the last World Cup and cannot afford to do
the same again when they meet Italy in
Shizuoka in eight days.

“We’ve earned a few drinks tonight prob-
ably,” said Italian captain Dean Budd. Coach
Conor O’Shea revealed he had promised his
team an “old-school night” after only a four-
day turnaround between games, which he
said was “tough for any team, mentally as
well as physically”.

“You have to be pretty happy. I thought
we started the game really well and that’s
where we imposed ourselves,” said O’Shea.
Italy, still with the All Blacks to play as well
as South Africa, showed their depth by mak-
ing 10 changes to the starting XV when they
beat Namibia and were still too strong for

the Canadians.
A day after Uruguay’s shock win over Fiji,

Canada started with hopes of achieving a
similar upset. The mostly neutral crowd in
Fukuoka also gave their support to the
Canadians in the 22,000-seat stadium, but it
was the vastly rearranged Italian side with
the superior forward pack who controlled
most of the game.

‘SHORT-RANGE CHARGE’ 
In a dominant opening spell, fly-half Tom-

maso Allan landed a penalty and converted
tries by Braam Steyn and Dean Budd.  Steyn
sent Peter Nelson flying and barged be-
tween Nick Blevins and Jeff Hassler on a
short-range charge at the line. 

New Zealand-born second-rower Budd,
filling in as captain with Sergio Parisse
rested, galloped 30 metres through a non-
existent defence for his try.  Italy’s explosive
start realised 17 points in 15 minutes.

Canada arrested the scoring spree for the
remainder of the half, but their own scoring
opportunities evaporated with missed tackles,
a misfiring lineout, and wrong options.  Re-
placement Matt Heaton dropped the ball when
he had the line at his mercy after Tyler Ardron
busted his way through the Italian defence. 

DTH Van der Merwe confronted Italian
fullback Matteo Minozzi with a two-man
overlap and fed Gordon McRorie on the
outside who was bustled into touch. The
second half was barely three minutes old

when Italy were on the board again with Se-
bastian Negri scoring their third try.

Canada went close again when Van der
Merwe set up Hassler but the cover defence
put the wing out in the corner. A penalty try
for an illegal tackle by Heaton ensured the
bonus point for Italy and reduced Canada to
14-men with Heaton in the sin bin.

Mattia Bellini stretched the lead to 36-0
before Andrew Coe scored in the right cor-
ner to get Canada on the board. But the Ital-
ian pack, who had an impressive night,
responded immediately to drive over the line
for Federico Zani to touch down, and the
backline followed with a long-range attack
that ended with a try to Minozzi. —AFP

Seven-try Italy bulldoze Canada 
for biggest win at Rugby WCup

FUKUOKA: Italy’s wing Mattia Bellini (C) evades Canada’s centre Ben Lesage (down) and scores a try during
the Japan 2019 Rugby World Cup Pool B match between Italy and Canada at the Fukuoka Hakatanomori Sta-
dium in Fukuoka yesterday. —AFP

Sexton to sit 
out Ireland’s 
clash with Japan
IWATA: Ireland have decided not to risk talis-
manic fly-half Johnny Sexton for this weekend’s
Rugby World Cup Pool A clash against hosts
Japan after he picked up a niggle against Scot-
land. Coach Joe Schmidt has stuck with 11 of the
side who crushed their Celtic rivals 27-3 in their
opening game, but confirmed Thursday that
Sexton would be rested to give the World Player
of the Year time to fully recover from a thigh
strain. “Johnny is never happy about being left
out,” said Schmidt, who has tapped Jack Carty
to take over the playmaking duties against Japan
in Shizuoka on Saturday. “(Sexton) got a little
mileage against Scotland and we thought about
bringing him off the bench, but it’s a case of
being confident in the squad,” he added.

“He keeps himself in good condition and he’s
a guy who can come back and hit the ground
running.” Ireland skills coach Richie Murphy
added: “When you get a bang in the quad as a
kicker it can affect your kicking, so we’re obvi-
ously not going to risk him in that part of the

game.” Schmidt, who hinted that Sexton could
return against Russia next week, predicted that
Carty would rise to the occasion in only his sec-
ond Test start. “He’s very calm and doesn’t get
ruffled easily,” said the New Zealander.

“He doesn’t get distracted by an error he
might make or distracted by people trying to put
pressure on him. He stays in the zone incredibly
well, so that gives us a lot of confidence.” Ire-
land, who have never progressed beyond the
World Cup quarter-finals, will be firm favourites
to beat the Japanese, who thrashed Russia 30-
10 in the tournament opener.

But Schmidt insisted he would not underes-
timate the Brave Blossoms, who shocked the
world of sport by toppling South Africa in their
opening match four years ago on England’s
south coast.

“I think they’re really well prepared,” he said.
“They had between 180 and 200 days in camp
this year and they’ve got guys who can change
it up. “I don’t think they will be intimidated by
the occasion — I think they will be motivated
hugely by it.”

Schmidt welcomes back fullback Rob
Kearney and winger Keith Earls into the start-
ing line-up, meanwhile, after both passed fit-
ness tests. Earls has scored eight World Cup
tries, an Irish record, and trails only legendary
centre Brian O’Driscoll in their all-time list for
Test tries. —AFP

England thrash 
14-man USA at 
Rugby WCup
KOBE: England made it two wins from two at
the Rugby World Cup as they scored seven
tries during a 45-7 rout of the United States
in Kobe yesterday that saw the Eagles re-
ceive the first red card of the tournament.

First-half tries from stand-in captain
George Ford, Billy Vunipola and Luke
Cowan-Dickie gave England a 19-0 lead at
the break before Joe Cokanasiga secured the
bonus point early in the second half. Ruaridh
McConnochie and Lewis Ludlam then scored
their maiden Test tries before Eagles flanker
John Quill was sent off 10 minutes from time
for an illegal shoulder charge on replacement
back Owen Farrell.

There was still time for Cokanasiga to
grab his second try and England’s seventh
before Bryce Campbell ensured the USA
avoided the embarrassment of being ‘nilled’
with a try after 80 minutes were up. “Good
win again. We had to work for it again. USA
very physical, passionate team, so we had to
earn that win. I thought we did that pretty
well,” said Ford.

England, the 2003 world champions, made
10 changes to the side that beat Tonga 35-3

in their Pool C opener in Sapporo last week-
end for what was the USA’s first match of this
tournament. Under the closed roof of the
Kobe Misaki Stadium, the Eagles suffered an
early setback when, after the opening scrum,
19-year-old prop David Ainu’u limped off in-
jured in the third minute.

And three minutes later England had their
first try. Number eight Vunipola, making his
11th consecutive Test start, ran the ball from
deep before Ford, leading England in place of
the benched Farrell, spotted a gap in the
poorly aligned defence and ran in a try be-
tween the posts which he converted.

England, however, again conceded several
early penalties before the forwards provided
their second try. Ford, declining a kickable
penalty, booted the ball deep for an attacking
line-out. The ensuing rolling maul saw Vu-
nipola driven over in the 25th minute, with
Ford converting.

England’s third try arrived in similar fash-
ion eight minutes later, the Eagles again pow-
erless to resist a rolling maul from a penalty
line-out, with hooker Cowan-Dickie scoring
his second try in two matches.

Ford’s conversion hit the post but England
were still 19-0 in front. They could have had
a bonus point on the stroke of half-time only
for centre Jonathan Joseph to knock on in
sight of the line. Early in the second half, Ford
failed to set up another attacking line-out
when he carelessly kicked a close-range
penalty dead. —AFP
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MADRID: Real Madrid’s crisis has been averted
for the time being at least after they beat Os-
asuna 2-0 on Wednesday without Eden Hazard
and Gareth Bale to go top of La Liga. Hazard and
Bale were among a number of players rested by
coach Zinedine Zidane, with Real facing seven
games in 21 days, the next of them against city
rivals Atletico Madrid tomorrow.

Vinicius Junior, who has endured a difficult
few months, filled the void, bending a shot into
the top corner before crying tears of what pre-
sumably were a mixture of joy and relief. This
time last year the 19-year-old exploded onto the
scene but injury and then a dip in form saw him
drift, with this a chance to reassert himself in a
much-rotated line-up.

If Vinicius was Madrid’s Brazilian sensation 12
months ago, Rodrygo might be one for the pres-
ent. The 18-year-old, who was bought from San-
tos in 2018 but joined last summer, added a
superb second goal, and his first for the club, just
one minute after coming off the bench for a re-
markable debut.

“I’m glad for them,” said Zidane. “Sometimes
we forget they are 18 (and 19) years old. We have
seen the emotion they felt about scoring at the
Bernabeu. I liked Rodrygo’s goal but I liked the
control even more.”

Earlier, Atletico’s Alvaro Morata made a
swift impact too but with less positive results
after he was sent off eight minutes after being
introduced as a substitute against Real Mal-
lorca. Atletico were already 2-0 up thanks to
goals from Diego Costa and Joao Felix but
Morata will now be suspended for the derby at
the Wanda Metropolitano.

The Spaniard’s dreadful night got worse as
he also appeared to engage in a heated ex-

change with a fan as he later left the stadium. A
week ago it would have been almost unthinkable
that Atletico would play their rivals in a contest
of first against second in La Liga but that could
now be the setting this weekend, depending on
Sevilla and Real Sociedad’s results later. 

La Real beat Atletico, who were then held to
a goalless draw by Celta Vigo, but by far the
deeper sense of gloom had engulfed Zidane’s
side, after they were humbled 3-0 by Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champions League.

That was Real’s worst defeat under Zidane as
coach and prompted questions about the French-
man’s future, with Jose Mourinho available and
seemingly waiting in the wings. Instead, back-to-
back victories for the first time since Zidane came
back in March have lifted the malaise and offered
hope there is still life in this Madrid squad, de-
spite the lack of change since the summer.

“We believe in what we do,” Zidane said.
“With humility and work you achieve a lot. This
is just the start.” 

The only disappointment might have been the
lack of a goal for Luka Jovic, who missed some
excellent chances and then did score, only to
have it ruled out by VAR.

Vinicius had started the first two games of the
season but none since, while he was without a
goal himself in seven months. His first under Zi-
dane was a peach, coming in the 36th minute, a
curling effort that took the slightest of deflec-
tions on its way into the top corner.

Jovic saw a smart finish ruled out and then
watched as Rodrygo scored almost instantly
after coming on. The teenager cushioned
Casemiro’s crossfield pass beautifully before
nipping inside Osasuna defender Lillo and bang-
ing the ball low and into the net.

Atletico’s players might have been keeping
tabs on their way home from Mallorca but their
job was already done after Costa and Felix fi-
nally got the goals to suggest they might form
a potent partnership together.

Costa’s was simple, as Mallorca failed to
clear Koke’s cross and the striker nipped in to
head past goalkeeper Manolo Reina. Felix’s was
more complex but owed something to fortune

too. The Portuguese did brilliantly to bring a
looping ball down but his finish on the turn took
a cruel deflection before spinning up and into
the far corner. 

Morata’s moments of madness, that in-
cluded two bookings in as many minutes after
an argument with Mallorca’s Xisco Campos,
should mean Costa and Felix reunite this
weekend. — AFP

Real Madrid and Atletico warm up 
for city derby with victories

Man Utd survive 
shoot-out, West 
Ham crash out
LONDON: Manchester United survived a League Cup scare
against third tier Rochdale as they won 5-3 on penalties,
while West Ham suffered a shock 4-0 defeat at Oxford on
Wednesday. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s struggling side were
held to a 1-1 draw at Old Trafford after 16-year-old Luke
Matheson scored a 76th minute equaliser following Mason
Greenwood’s opener for United eight minutes earlier.

With United in danger of a humiliating exit, they held
their nerve in the shoot-out, winning 5-3 as Daniel James
converted the decisive kick after Sergio Romero saved
Rochdale’s second penalty from Jimmy Keohane.

Although United avoided the embarrassment of losing to
a team 17th in League One, the sloppy manner of their per-
formance will raise fresh questions about Solskjaer’s ability
to inspire his side. United are languishing in eighth place in
the Premier League after Saturday’s dismal 2-0 defeat at
West Ham left them with just two wins from six games. Liv-
erpool eased to a 2-0 victory at third tier MK Dons as Har-
vey Elliott became the youngest player to start a competitive
match for the club. The 16-year-old put in an accomplished
display and twice hit the crossbar as James Milner profited
from terrible goalkeeping from Stuart Moore to put the Reds
in front before Ki-Jana Hoever wrapped up the win. — AFP

SPANISH LEAGUE
Villarreal CF v Real Betis 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
FC Union Berlin v Eintracht Frankfurt 21:30
beIN SPORTS

MATCHES ON TV
LOCAL TIMING

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Alvaro Odriozola (L) vies with Osasuna’s Argentinian
defender Facundo Roncaglia during the Spanish league football match between Real Madrid
CF and CA Osasuna at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. — AFP

Celtic, Rangers move 
into Scottish League 
Cup semi-finals
GLASGOW: Celtic thrashed Partick 5-0 to book a Scottish
League Cup semi-final date with Hibernian, while Rangers beat
Livingston 1-0 to clinch a last-four clash against Hearts on
Wednesday. Ivorian striker Vakoun Issouf Bayo opened the scor-
ing for holders Celtic with a close range header in the 15th minute
at Parkhead. Celtic boss Neil Lennon had made eight changes for
the Scottish champions, but they were still too strong for second
tier Partick.

Tom Rogic added the second within a minute of the restart be-
fore two goals in six minutes from Olivier Ntcham. A 77th minute
strike from substitute Scott Sinclair confirmed that the three-time
treble winners have the squad to continue their success this sea-
son. Lennon was relieved to see Australia midfielder Rogic make
a successful first start of the season. “That’s Tom’s first 90 minutes
in a long time and you can see the work he has put in behind the
scenes,” he said.

“He got better as the game went on, it looked like he was really
enjoying himself. I am really pleased for him. “He is in the best
condition I have seen. He is a real asset when he is fit and firing.”
An early deflected goal from Glen Kamara was enough to edge
Rangers past Livingston at the Tony Macaroni Arena.

Steven Gerrard’s men took the lead when Kamara took advan-
tage of Nicky Devlin’s poor clearance to send a left-footed shot

in off the full-back from 18 yards inside five minutes. Livingston
had two penalty claims rejected by Don Robertson - first when
Robbie Crawford went down under the challenge of Filip Helander
and then when Devlin’s header hit Joe Aribo. Goalkeeper Chris
Maxwell starred for Hibernian as they beat Kilmarnock 5-4 on
penalties after a goalless draw at Rugby Park.

Hibs were reduced to 10 men in the 120th minute when Ryan
Porteous was given his marching orders. The decisive moment in
the shoot-out came when Niko Hamalainen’s penalty was saved
by Maxwell.

Hearts made it through after a 3-0 penalty shoot-out success
against Aberdeen following their 2-2 draw. Aberdeen’s Sam Cos-
grove netted a double from the spot in the first-half after
Christophe Berra and Loic Damour had committed clumsy fouls.

However, strikes from Steven MacLean and an stoppage-time
leveller from Craig Halkett sent the clash into extra-time. It was
the Jambos who would progress in a fraught shoot-out, with Cos-
grove and Niall McGinn blasting woefully over the bar and Joel
Pereira saving Bruce Anderson’s kick. — AFP
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Asher-Smith leads in bid
for world athletics glory

LONDON: File photo taken on August 8, 2017
Britain’s Dina Asher-Smith reacts after winning
her heat of the women’s 200m athletics event at
the 2017 IAAF World Championships at the
London Stadium in London. — AFP
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