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JAKARTA: Indonesia is set to vote on a plan to
outlaw gay and pre-marital sex while beefing up
its blasphemy laws in a shakeup fuelled by reli-
gious conservatism and slammed by rights
groups yesterday. The proposed criminal law
overhaul could affect millions in the world’s
biggest Muslim majority country, including het-
erosexual couples who might face jail for having
sex outside wedlock, or having an affair.

But there are also fears it could punish the
Southeast Asian nation’s small LGBT community
as gay marriage is not allowed in Indonesia. “In-
donesia’s draft criminal code is disastrous not
only for women and religious and gender mi-
norities, but for all Indonesians,” said Andreas
Harsono, senior Indonesia researcher at Human
Rights Watch. 

“Lawmakers should remove all the abusive
articles before passing the law,” he added.

Updating Indonesia’s criminal code-which
stretches back to the Dutch colonial era-has been
debated for decades.  While a push last year fiz-
zled, the mooted changes now appear set to be
voted on in parliament before the end of the
month-with strong support from religious groups.

Shift towards fundamentalism 
“Even though the criminal code bill that will

be ratified still has shortcomings, it’s far better
than the (one) today,” said Robikin Emhas, a
spokesman for the Nahdlatul Ulama, a major Is-
lamic organization.

Rights groups say the proposals underscore
a growing shift towards fundamentalism in a
country long hailed for its religious tolerance.
“This is a setback,” said Papang Hidayat, re-
search manager at Amnesty International In-
donesia. “Religious values as a source of
lawmaking has now reached the national level-
that’s worrying.”

People who have pre-marital or extramarital
sex could face between six months and one year
in jail, as well as fines, under the changes. There
are also penalties for anyone “showing or offer-
ing” contraception to minors under 18. Indone-
sia’s Aceh province already imposes Islamic law,
and whipping is a common punishment for a
range of offences including gambling, drinking
alcohol, and having gay or pre-marital sex. 

The proposals call for a wider interpretation

of Indonesia’s blasphemy law, which has seen
members of religious minority groups, including
Christians and Buddhists, prosecuted in the past.

The new law would also criminalize “insult-
ing” the president or vice president, which crit-
ics said would be a blow to free speech.—AFP
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laws, ban sex outside marriage

Proposed criminal law overhaul could affect millions

JAKARTA: A group of young Muslims wearing hijabs make their way along a street in Jakarta yesterday.
Indonesia is set to vote on a plan to outlaw gay and pre-marital sex while beefing up its blasphemy laws
in a shakeup fuelled by religious conservatism and slammed by rights groups yesterday.—AFP

JAKARTA: A toddler and teenager were among three people
killed in a gunfight between security forces and independence-
seeking rebels in Indonesia’s restive Papua region, the military
said yesterday.

The deadly clash comes after mass demonstrations and vi-
olence gripped Papua-on the western half of New Guinea is-
land-fuelled by anger over racism and fresh calls for self-rule
in Indonesia’s easternmost territory. The military said three
civilians were killed, including a toddler and teenager, with four
others wounded after a clash in Papua’s Ilaga region on Tues-
day. Police and soldiers were searching for rebels when a group
of guerrillas stormed out of a traditional hut and fired at them,
sparking a chaotic gunfight, authorities said.

“Afterwards, we discovered that seven civilians had been
shot... and three of them died,” Papua military spokesman Eko
Daryanto said in a statement early yesterday. Four other civil-
ians were injured and taken to a local clinic for treatment, he
added, without elaborating on their condition.

Earlier, the National Liberation Army of West Papua-part of
a long-running separatist insurgency-said that seven civilians
were “reportedly” killed in the clash. Indonesia routinely blames
separatists for violence in Papua while rebels frequently accuse
the military of being the aggressors. Conflicting accounts are
common.

Security forces have long been dogged by accusations of
committing atrocities against civilians in Papua. Tensions spiked
in December when at least 19 employees of a state-linked build-
ing contractor were killed by rebels at a remote jungle camp.

Demonstrations broke out across the region and in others
parts of the Southeast Asian archipelago after the mid-August

arrest and teargassing of dozens of Papuan students, who were
also racially abused, in Indonesia’s second-biggest city
Surabaya. Dozens were arrested for instigating the riots and at
least five demonstrators and a soldier were killed, but activists
say the civilian death toll is higher.

A low-level separatist insurgency has simmered for decades
in Papua, a former Dutch colony, after Jakarta took over the
mineral-rich region in the 1960s. A vote to stay within the ar-
chipelago was widely viewed as rigged. — AFP
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KUALA LUMPUR: A Filipina chef is hoping chocolate will be-
come the secret ingredient needed to help farmers in her ty-
phoon-hit community survive and prosper when future natural
disasters strike.

Louise Mabulo, 21, founded the Cacao Project in the rural town
of San Fernando, about 390 km south of Manila, to help local
farmers whose homes and livelihoods were destroyed by Typhoon
Nock-ten in 2016. More than 200 farmers have since been trained
in modern, sustainable techniques and helped to plant more than
70,000 cocoa trees to restore land and livelihoods devastated by
the typhoon.

“It was a frightening time for us because of the uncertainty of
what would come next,” Mabulo told the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation by phone yesterday. “Not only did people lose their houses,
but the electricity was cut off for months, and it was difficult to
get relief and aid because a lot of roads were blocked.” “In other
towns the crime rates went up because people were desperate to
make money, which led me to thinking about how I could help
farmers rebuild their livelihoods.”

Over the past 40 years, natural disasters have cost the Asia-
Pacific region about $1.3 trillion, according to UN estimates, with
China, the Philippines, Vietnam and Japan worst-hit by typhoons.

Asia has to deal with an average 29-30 typhoons each year,
with about 20 major typhoons passing through the Philippines
each year. Typhoon Nock-ten hit San Fernando almost three years
ago, damaging about 4,000 homes and destroying about 80 per-
cent of crops in the area, said Mabulo, who in the aftermath no-
ticed that many cocoa trees remained standing.—Reuters
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ILAGA: This handout picture taken and released yesterday by the In-
donesian National Armed Forces (TNI) shows Indonesian soldiers car-
rying a man with a gunshot wound in Ilaga, Papua. — AFP


