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Kuwait, Germany and Belgium 
urge UN vote on Idlib ceasefire

Resolution faces strong opposition from Moscow
UNITED NATIONS: Germany, Kuwait and Bel-
gium have demanded that the UN Security
Council vote on a resolution for all groups to
“immediately cease hostilities” in Syria’s Idlib
province, diplomats said Wednesday. The text of
the draft was voted upon yesterday, though it
could be met with a Russian veto.

The draft calls for a ceasefire beginning on
September 21 at noon local time, and says it
would help “avoid a further deterioration of the
already catastrophic humanitarian situation in
Idlib.” The resolution faces strong opposition
from Moscow, which countered with its own
draft text supported by China, which will also be
put to the vote yesterday. The Russian version
calls for groups to “immediately cease hostilities
to avoid a further deterioration of the already
catastrophic humanitarian situation in Idlib”-but
does not commit to an exact date.

It also asserts that the cessation of hostilities
“shall not apply to military operations against in-
dividuals, groups, undertakings and entities as-
sociated with terrorist groups.”

Western nations find the wording unaccept-
able as it allows too much room for interpreta-
tion and may not stop the bombing of civilians.
A deal Russia and Turkey reached last year on
Idlib was meant to prevent a bloodbath, but

bombardment since late April has claimed a
mounting death toll.

Death and displacement   
Announced on September 17, 2018 in the

Russian resort of Sochi, the agreement was seen
as a way of averting an all-out government on-
slaught against the last major opposition bastion
in Syria. Months earlier, Russian-backed regime
forces had reconquered the Eastern Ghouta en-
clave on the outskirts of Damascus with an op-
eration that capped a years-old siege.

With around three million people living in the
Idlib region, the aid community feared an offen-
sive would trigger death and displacement on a
scale yet unseen this century. The truce deal
provided for a horseshoe-shaped demilitarized
zone to isolate the jihadist-dominated bastion
from government-held areas. The only provision
of the deal that was implemented was the re-
moval of heavy weapons from the buffer zone by
jihadists and rebels by the end of October 2018.

Jihadists including former Al-Qaeda affili-
ate Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham refused to fully
withdraw themselves and the buffer zone
never became a reality, with joint patrols also
never materializing. The regime’s military op-
erations to retake the territory it lost years

ago resumed in late April, first with months of
bombardment then last month with advances
on the ground. Close to 1,000 civilians have

been killed since then, mostly in air strikes and
shelling, according to the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights. — AFP 

IDLIB: People walk near heavily damaged buildings in the rebel-held city of Idlib in north-
western Syria. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s army said it was raising its readiness levels
and carrying out military exercises, amid soaring regional tensions
after neighboring Iran was accused of attacking Saudi oil infra-
structure. Kuwait also said it was investigating accounts that a
drone intruded into its airspace and flew over the royal palace on
Saturday, the same day an assault on two oil facilities knocked out
half of Saudi Arabia’s oil production.

“In view of the escalating situation in the country, the General
Staff of the Army announces the lifting of the combat readiness
of some of its units,” it said in a statement posted on Twitter. It
said it was aiming to reach the “highest levels of readiness and
combat efficiency” in order to “preserve the security of the coun-
try and the safety of its lands, waters and airspace from any po-
tential dangers.”

Yemen’s Iran-allied Huthi rebels claim to have carried out Sat-
urday’s strike, but the United States has blamed Iran and there has
been speculation the assault was launched from Iraq. Saudi’s de-
fense ministry said Wednesday that the drones and cruise missiles
struck from the north, ruling out Yemen as the source. Iraq on
Sunday denied any link, saying it is “constitutionally committed
to preventing any use of its soil to attack its neighbors”.

Kuwait shares land borders with Iraq and Saudi Arabia and sea
borders with Iran. Kuwait’s Al-Rai newspaper said that at dawn
on Saturday, an unmanned drone about the size of a small car
came down to a height of about 250 meters over the palace, be-
fore turning on its lights and flying away. It said the drone contin-
ued flew over the seaside residential palace of Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who is undertaking medical tests
in the United States. Kuwait’s government has already beefed up
security measures around vital installations in the country.— AFP 

Kuwait army prepares; 
regional tensions soar

By Meshal Al-Enezi, Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Health Ministry
said it will be difficult to implement a
parliamentary proposal to limit treat-
ment only to Kuwaitis in government
hospitals immediately. Sources said
Health committee at the National As-
sembly agreed with a proposal to limit
treatment in government hospitals to
Kuwaitis and Gulf nationals in order to
improve services for patients. The pro-
posal said that the number of Kuwaitis
is small compared to expats and this
means the expats will benefit more from
the medical services at the expense of
Kuwaitis. 

KFSD Deputy Director General for
Fire Fighting Sector Major Gen Jamal
Al-Bulaihees met with leaders of the
fighting sector to check on the readiness
of fire centers and the equipment. He
urged them to be always ready for any
emergency.

Bird hunting
Environment Public Authority issued

four citations to individuals who hunted

quail birds in Suqaihiya area, North-
West of Kuwait. The offenders were ar-
rested by weapons detectives and taken
to environment police department. EPA
said 16 birds were hunted of which eight
were alive. The birds were released.

Strategic food reserve
Head of Cooperatives Union Mishal

Al-Sayyar said the strategic food re-
serve is enough for the next six months
which is in addition to the food items for
consumption that goes for circulation at
Coops. He said that the union holds
meeting related to the emergency plan
and strategic food reserves with the co-
operative sector at the Social Affairs
and Commerce ministries, adding that
some Coops do not have warehouses
and they seek the help of other Coops
for storage.

Mock exercise
Medical emergencies department

held a mock exercise at the women’s
clinic of Al-Saqer specialized medical
center in Adailiya, with the fire and civil
defense participating. The exercise dealt

with a terrorist explosion in a secondary
school, evacuation of all female stu-
dents, treat and move one casualty. 

Student beating
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Education Zone

is conducting an investigation into a
complaint against a Kuwaiti teacher
who allegedly beat up a student born in
2007. The teacher reportedly used a
stick, his hands, legs in assaulting the
student and then he dragged the stu-
dent. His father accused other students
of beating the student along with the
teacher. His father took him to a police
station and lodged a complaint and ac-
cused the school administration of neg-
ligence. Police investigations are also
underway.

Harassment case
Hawally police detained a customer

who sent harassing messages to a fe-
male employee of a company. The man
went to the office and completed his
transaction, but kept nagging the em-
ployee with love messages and went
overboard in some of them. — Al-Rai

Proposal to limit treatment only
to Kuwaitis in govt hospitals


