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BEIJING: Spain’s Marc Gasol is one victory away from a
rare feat — winning the NBA crown and a Basketball
World Cup in the same year. Only Lamar Odom, a double
winner in 2010 with the United States and the Los Angeles
Lakers, has ever managed that, according to basketball’s
governing body FIBA.

Now the centre Gasol, who played a key role in the
Toronto Raptors’ run to the NBA title, is on the verge of
joining him in the history books. The 34-year-old proved
his enduring quality by saving Spain in Friday’s double
overtime victory over Australia to set up a World Cup final
against Argentina today in Beijing.

He had 33 points, six rebounds and four assists after
stepping up when his country needed him most. Gasol,
who also lifted the world crown with Spain in 2006, said
he was less interested in his personal landmark and more
motivated by what it means for his country.

“I just cherish every moment for what it is,” the three-
time NBA All-Star told FIBA. “I don’t try to double up. I
want to give the maximum for every occasion. “It is two
completely different situations. I’m going to give my best
to win a World Cup for Spain.” 

Gasol admitted that playing matches every other day in
China soon after a long NBA season was tough. “I knew
that committing to the national team this summer would
not be easy physically because we were so lucky to stretch
our (NBA) season and get away with a championship,” he
said. “But it’s completely worth it.”

‘MIDDLE OF NOWHERE’ 
Few predicted a Spain-Argentina final. But quarter-final

defeats for reigning two-time champions the United States
and title favourites Serbia left the door open for the
remainder of the field.

Argentina were convincing 80-66 winners over France
in their semi-final with their 39-year-old talisman Luis

Scola propelling them into the showdown with Spain.
Scola finished with 28 points, 13 rebounds and two

assists, and was given a huge ovation when he stepped off
the court near the end. Argentine coach Sergio Hernandez
said there was no secret ingredient to Scola’s success,
even as middle age approaches.

“He works so hard,” said Hernandez, explaining how
Scola had locked himself away in his own training camp at
the start of the summer. “He was in his house, in the middle
of nowhere, for 14 weeks in a row,” said Hernandez.

“He made a basketball court and was there was a bas-
ketball trainer and a physical trainer.” Argentina’s only pre-
vious World Cup success came as hosts in the inaugural
edition in 1950. Also on Sunday, 

Meanwhile, outspoken Andrew Bogut faces possible
punishment from basketball’s governing body FIBA after
Australia’s acrimonious exit from the World Cup semi-
finals in Beijing. Video footage showed Bogut — who was
booed by Chinese fans throughout the tournament —
swearing several times as he trudged off court after
Friday’s defeat to Spain.

Bogut, 34, who riled the hosts with a tweet about
Chinese champion swimmer Sun Yang in July, appeared to
suggest that FIBA and its referees had favoured the
Spanish team. Spain won a thrilling semi-final 95-88 after
double overtime and will play Argentina, winners over
France, in Sunday’s final.

Australia and Bogut — if he plays — will face the wrath
of much of the Beijing arena when they take on France for
the bronze medal. The footage of Bogut swearing repeat-
edly and making accusations of favouritism was widely
featured in Chinese media. Many reports called for FIBA
to ban him.

“There’s a lot of the guys in the locker room who gave
their hearts and souls tonight,” said forward Nick Kay.
“We definitely left it all out on the court.”

Australia will need to recover quickly from the crushing
disappointment as they chase their first World Cup medal
— albeit of the bronze variety — against France.

“There’s still a chance to win our first medal and it’s
going to be great to see how the group responds to a little

bit of adversity,” said Kay. “We have a lot of guys who
have been through this a lot.

“We are going to come out for this next game and fight
and do everything we can to make sure we come home
with that medal.” — AFP

Spain’s Gasol on verge of 
rare NBA-World Cup double

Calls for Bogut ban after Australia’s crushing World Cup loss

Chappell fires 
rare 59 in return 
to PGA Tour
WASHINGTON: Kevin Chappell made a scintillat-
ing return to the US PGA Tour on Friday, joining
one of golf’s most exclusive clubs by firing an 11-
under-par 59 in the second round of The
Greenbrier.

Chappell, who had back surgery 10 months ago
and is playing his first tour event since last
November, posted just the 11th sub-60 round on
the US PGA Tour. He had a chance to join Jim
Furyk as the only players to card a 58 on tour, but
his 11-foot birdie putt at the ninth, his last hole of
the day, curled left at the hole.

“All in all couldn’t be happier with where I’m at
and more proud of myself to do what I did today,”
said Chappell, who finished the day on 10 under
after 36 holes. He was three off the lead shared by
Joaquin Niemann, Scottie Scheffler and Robby
Shelton.

“Ten months ago I was on the couch and
couldn’t walk,” Chappell said, his voice breaking.
“So many people had a lot to do with getting me
back out here and getting me competitive.

“I haven’t accomplished the goal yet,” added the
2017 Texas Open winner. “There’s a long weekend
to go and win the golf tournament, but it’s a step in
the right direction.”

Chappell’s 11 birdies included a record-equalling
nine in a row — matching the mark set by Mark
Calcavecchia at the 2009 Canadian Open at Glen
Abbey. 

He teed off on 10 on the par-70 Old White TPC
in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, and
birdied holes 11 through one. That included a 17-
footer to get things going at the 11th and a near 30-
footer at 18 before he recovered after finding the
rough off the tee at the first — where he drained a
13-footer.

After a birdie at the fifth, he rolled in a 12-footer
from the fringe at the seventh — his 16th hole of
the day. At that point, Chappell said, “I told my
caddie I wanted to shoot 57, just trying to keep the
mindset, keep the foot on the gas.

“I hit a poor shot there into eight. Last hole I had
a great look at 58, maybe under-read the putt a lit-
tle bit.” Chappell’s 59 wasn’t the first at The
Greenbrier, where Australian Stuart Appleby hit the
magic number in the final round to win the inaugu-
ral edition in 2010.

It was the first sub-60 round on the PGA Tour
since Brandt Snedeker’s 59 at the 2018 Wyndham
Championship and stole the spotlight on a day
when plenty of players were going low.

Chile’s Niemann and American Scheffler both
posted bogey-free 62s to top the leaderboard on
13-under 127. They were joined by Shelton, who
followed up his first-round 62 with a 65.

American Adam Long was alone in fourth after a
bogey-free 62 for 128 — two shots in front of
Chappell. Scheffler had eight birdies while
Niemann had six birdies and an eagle at the par-
five 12th,

“I just need to keep playing the way I have been
playing,” said 20-year-old Niemann, who has yet to
make a bogey this week. “I’ve hit wedges close to
the pin, hit my driver well and I’m really happy with
the way I’ve been playing. Just need to keep it that
way for the weekend.”

The two highest-ranked players in the field for
the first event of the 2019-2020 season won’t be
around for the weekend. World number 10 Bryson
DeChambeau fired an even par 70 to miss the cut
by two strokes at two-under. Australia’s 24th-
ranked Marc Leishman withdrew with back trouble
after carding a first-round 76. — AFP

Australia’s Ashes 
hopes fade as 
England dominate 
LONDON: Ben Stokes and Joe Denly batted England into
a potentially match-winning position in the fifth and final
Ashes Test at the Oval yesterday as Australia’s hopes of a
series win faded. At tea the home side — desperate to fin-
ish their World Cup-winning season on a high by levelling
the series at 2-2 — were 193-2, leading by 262 runs.

England captain Joe Root will be wary of declaring too
soon though as India last year made 345 batting fourth at
the Oval chasing 464. Denly was unbeaten on a Test-best
score of 82 while Stokes, playing as a specialist batsman,
was 57 not out after passing 400 runs for the series. 

England enjoyed two slices of good fortune on a pitch
offering little in the way of help for the bowlers as the
September sun beat down from a clear London sky. Steve
Smith dropped Stokes in the slips when the batsman was
on seven and Denly should have been out lbw on 54 but
Australia failed to review.

Stokes started his innings slowly but accelerated,
reaching his fifty off 89 balls with a huge six off leg-spin-
ner Marcus Labuschagne over wide long-on. The left-
handed batsman is second only to Smith in the combined
run-scoring charts over the series, albeit more than 300
runs adrift of the Australian’s total of 751.

Denly looked increasingly confident as his innings pro-
gressed, finding the boundary regularly as the tourists’
spirits drooped. Off-spinner Nathan Lyon struck twice in
the morning session, removing Rory Burns and Root but
Australia failed to make a much-needed breakthrough
after lunch.

England are aiming to restore pride even though
Australia have already retained the Ashes urn. The tourists
came into the match hungry to wrap up their first series
victory in England since 2001 after winning last week’s
fourth Test to take a 2-1 lead but that looks increasingly

unlikely. Burns and Denly put on 54 for the first wicket —
the highest opening stand of the series for either side —
after surviving a torrid four over on Friday evening during
which they scratched nine without loss and had Denly
dropped by Marcus Harris.

The Australian opener split the webbing in his left hand
in the drop and did not take the field on Saturday. He
required stitches but is expected to bat. Off-spinner Lyon
struck in his third over when Burns bottom-edged a short

ball outside off-stump, with wicketkeeper Tim Paine taking
the catch.

Root also fell in tame fashion, edging Lyon to Smith at
slip for 21 to leave England 87-2 in the 28th over. Jofra
Archer put England in pole position on Friday, taking six
wickets to bowl Australia out for 225, giving the home side
a useful first-innings lead of 69.

Smith top-scored with 80 to take his tally for the series
to 751 runs in just six innings. — AFP

BEIJING: Aron Baynes (C) of Australia fights for a rebound with Marc Gasol (L) Spain during the Basketball World Cup
semi-final game between Australia and Spain in Beijing. — AFP

McKenzie defends
Bangladesh batsmen
DHAKA: Bangladesh batting coach Neil McKenzie
yesterday defended their under-fire batsmen after
yet another sub-par performance. The South Asian
side managed to beat Zimbabwe by three wickets
in the opening match of the tri-nation Twenty20
series on Friday to end a six-match losing streak in
all formats, but needed to be rescued by the
unheralded Afif Hossain while precariously posi-
tioned at 60-6, chasing 144.

The teenager hit 52 off 26 balls after more
experienced players like Shakib Al Hasan, Soumya
Sarkar and Liton Das failed on home turf against
an inexperienced Zimbabwe attack.

Shakib scored just one run, after conceding 30
runs in an over earlier that allowed Zimbabwe to
post a competitive score. “I think international
cricket is hard cricket. You can’t always score. And

you can see Shakib. He was magnificent in the
World Cup,” said McKenzie.

“There are lot of guys who played really well in
the last six months in international cricket. As soon
as they don’t score in one or two games... every-
body gets excited and upset.”

McKenzie also backed Liton and Soumya, who
made 19 and four respectively after failing to shine
earlier during an embarrassing 224-run Test defeat
at home to Afghanistan.

“We have so many good players at the moment
and we just need guys to jump out the box and be
a lot more consistent,” said the former South
African opener. “There’s no doubt about their abil-
ity. It’s all about consistency.”

Bangladesh will face Afghanistan in their second
match of the tournament today. “They are not
machines. They are humans. We just get behind our
team and back our team and even if we lose
tomorrow, we will  win the next game,” said
McKenzie. “We don’t come out to lose. Bangladesh
come out to play 100 percent positive cricket with
no fear.” — AFP

No mercies as 
dominant India 
take on S Africa
DHARAMSALA: India will be ruthless when they take on a
new-look South Africa in their den, skipper Virat Kohli
warned yesterday as the two sides squared up for the first
T20 in Dharamsala.

Fresh from a dominating show against the West Indies
in the Caribbean, India are playing their first home series
after the World Cup in England earlier this year.

“We want to win every game, whether it’s home or
away, any format — we just want to go out there, play our

best cricket and win,” Kohli said at the pre-match news
conference in the Himalayan city.

The South African side is looking to regroup after a
disastrous World Cup where they were knocked out in the
league stage. The two teams will lock horns in a three-Test
series following three T20 internationals.

Kohli, 30, also had to take a barrage of questions on the
future of senior batsman Mahendra Singh Dhoni who has
been left out of the T20 squad. 

Young Rishabh Pant was picked instead with the
selectors looking to groom him as the team’s first-choice
wicketkeeper.

Kohli had himself triggered fresh rumours on Dhoni’s
future on Thursday by tweeting a photo of them which
many on social media interpreted as a tribute to the senior
player. But on Saturday Kohli said he had uploaded the
photo casually and denied any hidden meaning.

“I had nothing on my mind. I was sitting at home and I

normally put out a photograph and it became a news
item,” Kohli said.

“There was nothing in farthest stretch of my imagina-
tion while putting that picture out on social media.”

Asked if Dhoni, 38, would be considered for next year’s
World T20 in Australia, Kohli did not give a direct reply.

“As long as he is available and continues to play, he is
going to be very valuable,” he said.

South African batsman David Miller said the revamped
team under Quinton de Kock had quite a few new faces
but they were up for the Indian challenge.

“We’ve got a lot of energy amongst the squad,” said
Miller. “There are actually a lot of guys who have played a
lot of cricket, in the A side and domestically. So, all of us
are really, really experienced in each department and it’s
just a great stepping stone.”

South Africa are ranked third in T20s, one rung ahead
of India. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Joe Denly hits a four during play on the third day of the fifth Ashes cricket Test match between
England and Australia at The Oval in London yesterday. — AFP

BRISTOL: File photo shows Bangladesh batting consultant Neil
Mckenzie speaking to opener Tamim Iqbal during today’s practice
session at Bristol.


