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Goldschmidt’s grand slam powers 
Cardinals past visiting Brewers

25

ST LOUIS: Paul Goldschmidt hit two homers, including
a grand slam, and drove in a career-high seven runs as
the St. Louis Cardinals rolled past the visiting
Milwaukee Brewers 10-0 Friday night. The victory kept
the National League Central-leading Cardinals four
games ahead of the second-place Chicago Cubs. The
Cardinals have gone 39-19 since July 12 and 25-9 since
Aug. 7. The injury-depleted Brewers snapped their sev-
en-game winning streak and fell to third place in the
division, five games off the pace. They also slipped a
game behind the Cubs for the NL’s second wild-card
spot. Cardinals starter Adam Wainwright (12-9) allowed
just two hits and struck out seven in six scoreless
innings. He also contributed to the offense, hitting a
double and scoring a run.

CUBS 17, PIRATES 8
Anthony Rizzo hit a grand slam, Willson Contreras

homered twice, and Chicago overcame an early four-
run deficit to defeat Pittsburgh for the eighth time in
the past nine home meetings. Nicholas Castellanos and
rookie Nico Hoerner hit two-run homers as Chicago
capitalized on friendly wind conditions and produced
its highest run total of the season. The wind was blow-
ing out to center field at 20 mph at first pitch.
Pittsburgh first baseman Josh Bell exited the game after
the top of the fifth inning with an undisclosed injury.

BRAVES 5, NATIONALS 0
Nick Markakis celebrated his return to the roster

with a pair of hits, and rookie Mike Soroka threw six
shutout innings to help Atlanta earn a win at
Washington. Markakis was activated before the game
after missing 44 games with a left wrist fracture. He
went 2-for-4 with a double, scored a run, drove in a run
with a sacrifice fly and made three nice catches in left
field in his return. Soroka (12-4), who had battled a
stomach virus the last two days, gave up only one hit
and earned his first career win against Washington. He
gave up three walks and struck out four. Soroka low-
ered his ERA to 2.57, second in the major leagues.

GIANTS 1, MARLINS 0
Tyler Beede made a second consecutive scoreless

start, and Buster Posey drove in the game’s only run
with a sixth-inning single as host San Francisco blanked
Miami. Beede (5-9), Tyler Rogers and Shaun Anderson
combined on a four-hitter, helping the Giants win for
just the second time in five tries on their seven-game
homestand. Sandy Alcantara (5-13) was the hard-luck
loser for the Marlins. He completed seven innings,
allowing just one run on nine hits. He struck out six and
did not walk a batter.

DODGERS 9, METS 2
Clayton Kershaw snapped a three-start losing streak

by tossing 6 1/3 solid innings, and Gavin Lux gave Los

Angeles the lead for good with a three-run homer in the
fourth inning as the Dodgers won in New York. The NL
West-champion Dodgers have won eight of 11. The loss
damaged the playoff hopes for the Mets, who had their
four-game winning streak snapped and fell three games
behind the Chicago Cubs in the race for the second NL
wild card. Kershaw (14-5) ensured he would not lose
four straight starts — or four straight decisions — in the
regular season for the first time in his career. He allowed
two runs on four hits and three walks with five strikeouts.

BLUE JAYS 6, YANKEES 5 (12 INNINGS)
Bo Bichette led off the bottom of the 12th inning with

a home run as Toronto defeated visiting New York.
Bichette’s 11th homer of the season came against Tyler
Lyons (1-2). Toronto’s Wilmer Font (3-2) pitched two
perfect innings to earn the win. Yankees starter
Masahiro Tanaka allowed four runs on eight hits with
six strikeouts and no walks in five innings. Toronto left-
hander Anthony Kay, making his second career major
league start, allowed five runs, seven hits and one walk
while striking out two in 4 1/3 innings.

RAYS 11, ANGELS 4
Tampa Bay blasted four home runs — including

three in one inning — to roll past Los Angeles in
Anaheim, Calif. The Rays remained in the second
American League wild-card spot, one game ahead of
the Indians and a half-game behind the Athletics. Willy
Adames, Austin Meadows and Jesus Aguilar homered in
the third inning, and Guillermo Heredia went deep to
lead off the sixth for the Rays, who have won seven of
nine. Angels center fielder Mike Trout was not in the
starting lineup for the sixth consecutive game because
of a nerve issue in his right foot. He is day-to-day.

ATHLETICS 14, RANGERS 9
Khris Davis hit two home runs and drove in four

runs, Ramon Laureano homered and had four RBIs, and
Matt Olson and Marcus Semien also went deep as
Oakland extended its winning streak to four games
with a victory in Arlington, Texas. Sean Murphy dou-
bled three times and scored four runs, and Sheldon
Neuse went 4-for-5 with three RBIs for Oakland. Davis
has 19 career homers at Globe Life Park, tying David
Ortiz, Carlos Delgado and Tino Martinez for second
most in stadium history by a visiting player, one behind
Jason Giambi. Shin-Soo Choo and Danny Santana hit
three-run homers for Texas.

ASTROS 4, ROYALS 1
Gerrit Cole struck out 11 over eight solid innings, and

George Springer hit a three-run home run in the ninth
as Houston won at Kansas City. Cole (17-5) allowed
one unearned run on four hits and two walks. It was the
18th time he’s reached double figures in strikeouts this
year, and he leads the major leagues with 292 K’s. He

has won 13 straight decisions dating back to March,
sporting a 1.85 ERA in that stretch. With the game tied
at 1-1 in the top of the ninth, Kyle Tucker singled with
one out, and pinch hitter Michael Brantley walked. After
Josh Reddick struck out, Springer bashed his 35th
homer of the season to left-center.

ROCKIES 10, PADRES 8
Trevor Story homered twice among his three hits,

and Colorado beat San Diego in Denver. Garrett
Hampson also went deep and had three hits, and Nolan
Arenado had a home run, his 40th of the season, and a
double for Colorado (63-85). Daniel Murphy, Pat
Valaika and Drew Butera had two hits each to help Jeff
Hoffman (2-6) win for the first time since May 29.
Austin Hedges homered and Wil Myers, Josh Naylor
and Luis Urias had two hits each for San Diego.

REDS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Joey Votto and Josh VanMeter hit two-run homers,

and Luis Castillo went five innings for his 15th victory
as visiting Cincinnati won in Phoenix, handing Arizona
its sixth straight defeat. Votto had two hits, his fifth mul-
tiple-hit game in the last nine. Castillo (15-6) gave up
two runs on four hits and three walks while striking out
three. He extended his career highs in wins and strike-

outs (211). Eduardo Escobar had two hits and an RBI,
and Wilmer Flores had two hits but made a crucial
error for the Diamondbacks, who fell 4 1/2 games
behind the Cubs for the second NL wild-card spot.

WHITE SOX 9, MARINERS 7
Yoan Moncada went 3-for-5 with a double, a triple

and four RBIs as Chicago won at Seattle. Jose Abreu,
Adam Engel and Eloy Jimenez homered for the White
Sox, who snapped a two-game losing streak. Josh
Osich (3-0) got the victory with 2 1/3 scoreless innings
of relief. Alex Colome recorded the last four outs for his
27th save. Mariners starter Yusei Kikuchi (6-10) lasted
only 2 1/3 innings, giving up five runs on 10 hits with a
walk and a strikeout.

ORIOLES 6, TIGERS 2
Trey Mancini homered and drove in three runs, DJ

Stewart added a two-run blast, and Baltimore defeated
host Detroit. Aaron Brooks (5-8) earned the victory
while giving up two runs on seven hits in 5 1/3 innings.
Jonathan Villar added two hits, a run and a stolen base
for the Orioles. The Orioles’ Mason Williams walked
twice, scored a run and drove in another in the opener
of a four-game series between the teams with the
majors’ worst records. — Reuters

ST LOUIS:  Paul Goldschmidt #46 of the St. Louis Cardinals hits his second home run of the game, for three RBIs
against the Milwaukee Brewers in the sixth inning at Busch Stadium in St Louis, Missouri. — AFP

Story hits two of Rockies’ four HRs in win over Padres

MIYAZAKI: England captain Owen Farrell said
yesterday that memories of the team’s horror
World Cup four years ago will be a driving force
as they seek redemption in Japan. Farrell, part of
the Stuart Lancaster-coached England side that
became the first host nation to fail to reach the
knockout stage, warned they were a different
animal this time, and the players could not wait
for the tournament to start after settling at their
base in Miyazaki, southern Japan.

“It’s obviously different — it’s four years
ago,” said the Saracens flyhalf. “A lot of work
has been done since then but it will spur people
on. What I can say is that we’re in a very good
place now. We’re continuing to build and we’re
looking forward to this tournament — the lads
can’t wait to get going.”

Prop Ellis Genge, who was not involved in
the last World Cup, insisted this England team
would not be paralysed by fear, revealing that
coach Eddie Jones wants his players to try and
play expansive rugby.

“He’s definitely told us to just be ourselves,”
said Genge.  “Obviously we didn’t have a great
tournament last time, but he told us to express
ourselves and keep playing the way we’ve been
playing.” England, who have completed the
Grand Slam and won another Six Nations title
since Jones took over after their shambolic 2015
World Cup campaign, arrive in Japan in fine fet-
tle after smashing title rivals Ireland 57-15 and
thumping Italy 37-0 in their final two warm-up
games. They face Tonga in their opening match
in Sapporo on September 22, before further
Group C fixtures against the United States,
Argentina and France as they look to emulate the
England side that won the World Cup in 2003.

HONEYMOON RESORT 
Mako Vunipola (hamstring) and Jack Nowell

(appendix) are not expected to return to the
side until the third or fourth game, but Jones
looked relaxed at his first official press confer-
ence in Japan. “Obviously we had a rigorous
travel schedule,” said the Australian, referring to
the transport chaos triggered by a typhoon that
marooned England’s squad at Tokyo’s Narita
airport for five hours after their long-haul flight
earlier in the week.

“But we’ve settled in well and got used to the
conditions. We’ve deliberately only done light
training up until now but we will have a more
vigorous workout this afternoon,” added Jones,
who famously led Japan to three victories at the
last World Cup. “There’s a good feeling in the

camp. Now we can begin the serious prepara-
tion for the World Cup.”

England, among several title contenders
including treble-chasing New Zealand, South
Africa and northern hemisphere rivals Wales and
Ireland, are staying at a sun-kissed honeymoon
resort in Miyazaki, where Jones used to subject
the Japan team to brutal training sessions that
left many of them seeing stars. “I can still see

some of the sweat of the players on the ground,”
smiled Jones, who created the blueprint for
Japan’s astonishing 34-32 World Cup upset over
South Africa among the palm trees and hibiscus
of the luxury retreat. “It’s nice to come back, it’s
a great place to train. The players can play golf,
they went to the beach yesterday. It’s a place
where you can prepare to win and that’s why we
came here.” — AFP

England ‘spurred’
by 2015 World
Cup flop: Farrell

MIYAZAKI: England’s head coach Eddie Jones (L) and captain Owen Farrell (R) attend a
press conference in Miyazaki yesterday, ahead of the Japan 2019 Rugby World Cup. — AFP

SYDNEY: Wallabies coach Michael
Cheika has said he was personally
threatened by fans after vowing not to
select Israel Folau over his “disrespect-
ful” anti-gay comments. The deeply
Christian player was sacked by Rugby
Australia in May for posting on
Instagram that “hell awaits” gay people
and others he considers sinners.

His firing proved hugely divisive and
the star fullback, who played 73 times for
the Wallabies, is pursuing court action
for unfair dismissal and restraint of trade
with a hearing set for next February.

“People were saying all sorts of stuff,”
Cheika told the Sydney Morning Herald
from the Wallabies’ training base in
Japan ahead of the World Cup, in an
interview published Saturday.

“Just threats I was getting; people on
the street, some to my face, a couple at
some games. It was just crazy stuff.”
Folau’s offending comment followed a
similar row last year, when Cheika was
reportedly instrumental in fighting to
give him a second chance.

But when he aired his controversial
views again Cheika was less conciliatory,

ruling out picking him for the Wallabies
because “the team is king” and when
playing for Australia “we represent
everyone”.

The coach’s stance did not go down
well with some fans. While many were
outraged by Folau’s views, others,
including the Christian lobby, defended
his right to free speech. Cheika said his
dispute with Folau was not personal and
he holds nothing against him. “I’m not
disappointed in the individual because if
that’s what he believes, and that’s where
his passion is, I will never tell someone
to hide it,” he said.

“I wouldn’t say I’m responsible for
what’s happened. It’s just life. But I had
to do what was needed for the team.”
There were reports when the row
exploded that it had split the Wallabies
dressing room, with some unwilling to
take the field with Folau while others —
fellow Polynesians who are equally reli-
gious — believing their faith was under
attack. But Cheika denied any division
within the squad. “We had to make some
hard decisions. But (claims of a split) was
the opposite of the truth. And that’s the
fundamental thing about great teams:
they trust each other, they’re united
when it’s really tough.

“And I think it’s shown to be a total
untruth with the way this team has
played this season. It’s been disproved
by the spirit and team camaraderie that’s
been shown.” Australia, who lost the
2015 final to New Zealand, open their
World Cup campaign against Fiji on
September 21. — AFP

Wallabies coach 
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TOKYO: Australia’s headcoach Michael Cheika poses for a selfie with Wallabies
fans after his arrival at the Haneda Airport in Tokyo, ahead of the 2019 Rugby
World Cup. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: The US Department of
Justice has launched an investigation  into
sexual abuse in US Olympic sports, becom-
ing the latest federal agency to probe fail-
ures in the country’s Olympic organizations,
the Wall Street Journal reported. The investi-
gations, which focus mainly on USA gymnas-
tics, stems from the Larry Nassar scandal.

Nassar, the longtime USA gymnastics
doctor, has been accused of abuse by more
than 350 girls and young women, including
Olympic champions Gabby Douglas, Aly
Raisman and Simone Biles.

Nassar was arrested and charged with
federal child pornography and state sexual
abuse, and is serving an effective life sen-
tence after a guilty plea. The Journal did not
say when the investigation started or when it
is expected to wrap up.

But quoting a source, the newspaper said
the Department of Justice is looking into,
“failures in the Olympic system, writ large, to
respond to signs of widespread child abuse.”

The Journal said prosecutors have already
interviewed some witnesses and have col-
lected documents from the US Center for
Safesport — a body set up two years ago to
handle reports of abuse in American sports. 

In a news conference with reporters on
Friday afternoon, USOPC chief executive
Sarah Hirshland and chairperson Susanne
Lyons both refused to answer questions
about the  Journal story.

“Every instance related to potential or
actual abuse of athletes warrants thorough
investigation. We have cooperated with all
government inquiries and will continue to do
so,” USOPC spokesman Mark Jones said in a
prepared statement. Jones then led off the
news conference with a warning that any
questions about alleged widespread child
abuse would be fol lowed by the same
answer.

The US Olympic organizations have been
rocked by a series of sex abuse scandals for
more than a decade. —AFP

DOJ investigating US Olympic
systems handling of sex abuse claims


